
LESSON SNAPSHOT

UNEXPLORED BIBLE STORIES: STRANGE CUSTOMS

BOTTOM LINE: 
Treat everyone with love. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that God wants us to treat others with compassion. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
2 Samuel 9, David and Mephibosheth

MEMORY VERSE: 
“Guide me in your truth. Teach me. You are God my Savior. I put my hope in you all day 
long.” Psalm 25:5 (NIrV)

SUMMARY: 
Explorers often find new people with customs and rituals they're not familiar with.  In 
King David’s time it was the custom for the new king to kill or imprison all the old king’s 
family members. But David had compassion on Saul’s grandson Mephiposheth and 
treated him well the rest of his life.   

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Help us to love everyone like you love us! 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



MEMORY VERSE

UNEXPLORED BIBLE STORIES: STRANGE CUSTOMS

“Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in 
you all day long.” Psalm 25:5 (NIV)

“Guide me in your truth. Teach me. You are God my Savior. I put my hope in you all day 
long.” Psalm 25:5 (NIrV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Read the verse in a normal speed with the kids. Then read it super slow. Then read it 
super fast! 

SMALL GROUP: 
Have the kids sing the memory verse in the style of their favorite pop/rock singer. 



SKIT

UNEXPLORED BIBLE STORIES: STRANGE CUSTOMS

NEW FRIENDS IN THE JUNGLE

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Two jungle explorers outfits
Regular clothes for Tiffany
A drink cooler with orange sodas

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 
2M, 1F

CHARACTERS: 
Gibert - An experienced explorer
Austin - A reluctant explorer 
Tiffany - A missionary

Gilbert and Austin enter. 

GILBERT: Well, Austin, it’s just as I suspected. We are coming up on a tribal village.

AUSTIN: Are they… friendly?

GILBERT: It’s hard to say. Some of the tribes in this region have not had human contact 
in thousands of years. We must be very careful to observe and respect their customs.

AUSTIN: What do you mean by that?

GILBERT: Austin, out here in the jungle, there are people who live very differently than 
we do. They have never seen a TV or even heard a radio. They don’t speak our  
language. They dress differently. They have rituals and practices that seem very 
strange to us. When we make contact with a primitive tribe like this, we want to be very 
respectful of their culture. We don’t want to insult them, or else—

AUSTIN: Or else they might throw rocks at us?

GILBERT: Yeah, something bad like that. We must always accept others with love and 
compassion. Just like King David, when he welcomed his enemy’s grandson into his 
home.



SKIT

UNEXPLORED BIBLE STORIES: STRANGE CUSTOMS

AUSTIN: Oh no! Here comes one of them now!

GILBERT: Okay, relax, Austin. Follow my lead.

Tiffany enters with a cooler.

TIFFANY: Hey, guys. Wow, so good to see Americans out here in the jungle.

GILBERT: Greetings. Me, Gilbert. Friend.

TIFFANY: Hi, Gilbert, I’m Tiffany.

GILBERT: This, Austin. Him, friend.

TIFFANY: And hello to you, Austin.

AUSTIN: Hello. American, did you say?

TIFFANY: Yeah. My family and I are missionaries. Would you guys like an orange 
soda?

AUSTIN: Oh, no thank you, I—

GILBERT: Austin! What did I say? We must accept their strange customs.

AUSTIN: But it’s just an orange soda. And she’s—

GILBERT: Yes, we drink orange soda. We thank you.

TIFFANY: (leans into Austin) Is your friend okay?

AUSTIN: He’s just gotten over a serious bout with poison ivy. I think it went to his brain.

TIFFANY: I understand. Listen, both of you are welcome here. Come on, I’ll introduce 
you to my parents and the tribe.

GILBERT: We thank you for your invitation. We will come and eat whatever strange 
food you want to serve. We accept you with love and compassion.

TIFFANY: Okay then. I’ll see if I can find some strange hot dogs and Doritos for you.

Tiffany exits.



SKIT

UNEXPLORED BIBLE STORIES: STRANGE CUSTOMS

GILBERT: You did well, Austin, I think she’s accepted us.

AUSTIN: With love and compassion.

GILBERT: Strange how alike we all are, isn’t it?

AUSTIN: It certainly is strange.



OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON

UNEXPLORED BIBLE STORIES: STRANGE CUSTOMS

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A California style pizza

If someone from New York ordered pizza and got a pizza looking like this, they would 
probably send it back. New Yorkers like their pizza very thin and flat, with giant slices. 
A Chicago pizza lover would send back this California pizza and the New York pizza. 
They like their pizza with a thick double crust with sauce on top. Every region of the 
country has its own preference for pizza. Some like it thick, some like it thin. Some like 
tiny toppings, some like big toppings. And if you think this is strange, you should see 
some of the pizzas they serve in Asia, where you can get not just cheese in the crust, 
but hot dogs and hamburgers!

When we travel to different parts of the world, it’s important we respect their customs. 
Even here in our community and our schools, we will find people who do things we see 
as odd and different. Not everyone was raised like we were, and when we see people 
who are different, we need to remember they are still children of God. Everyone  
deserves to be treated with love and compassion. We may not always agree on things, 
but we can still love them with the love of Jesus.

It doesn’t matter how you top your pizza. Everyone deserves to be loved. Let’s ask God 
to help us become believers who treat everybody with love and compassion.



LARGE GROUP GAME

UNEXPLORED BIBLE STORIES: STRANGE CUSTOMS

WHAT LANGUAGE IS THAT? 

ITEMS NEEDED: 
YouTube clips of different spoken languages

INSTRUCTIONS: 
In this game, you will ask five questions. Each  question will be, “What language is this 
person speaking?” You will then play a clip of someone speaking a foreign language 
and the kids will try to guess what language it is. Kids will raise their hands to answer. 
If you guess right you can stay in. If you guess wrong you're out. Whomever is the last 
one in the game wins a prize. 

VARIATION: 
You can have an adult leader prepare a few phrases in different languages and speak 
them aloud instead of using audio or video. 

WHAT’S THE POINT?  
We need to treat everyone with compassion, even those who are different from us. 



LARGE GROUP LESSON

UNEXPLORED BIBLE STORIES: STRANGE CUSTOMS

BOTTOM LINE: 
Treat everyone with love. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that God wants us to treat others with compassion. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
2 Samuel 9, David and Mephibosheth

INTRO:
An unusual video went viral on the Internet in the last few years. It was shot by a drone 
flying over an uncharted part of a jungle, and the drone captured tribesmen from a 
primitive culture. The people in the video had never had outside contact with the rest of 
the world, and the drone did not go unnoticed. The tribesmen hurled their spears at the 
drone to try and knock it out of the air.

I know that sounds strange to all of you. You guys are growing up in an age where 
drones are nothing unusual. Some of you have probably flown one. But put yourself in 
the shoes of those tribesmen. They’ve never seen a car or an airplane or even a cell 
phone. When they see this strange white object hovering in the air, making a loud 
buzzing sound with its propellers, they had no idea what it was. Maybe they attacked 
the drone because they were afraid of it. Maybe they were just curious and wanted to 
get a closer look. The bottom line is, they were as confused about the drone as we are 
about the way they live.

Missionaries and explorers go through a great deal of training before they travel to 
places where they expect to encounter tribes like these. First contact is always a touchy 
situation. We have no language in common, and there’s no way of knowing if the 
people will be friendly. What’s more, many of the customs and rituals still practiced by 
these people are very strange to us. Someone who is disrespectful or rude and rejects 
what to them is a kind gesture can suddenly find themselves in big trouble. When you 
go on a trip like this, it is important that you eat what is given to you, that you follow 
their customs as much as you can, and that you show love and compassion, not just so 
that you survive, but so you can build a bridge and make new friends.

There’s a wonderful story of compassion written about David. 



LARGE GROUP LESSON

UNEXPLORED BIBLE STORIES: STRANGE CUSTOMS

After many years of running for his life, David finally became king of Israel when the 
former king, Saul, died in battle. By custom the king’s son was supposed to become the 
next king, but all of Saul’s sons, including David’s friend Jonathan, died in battle. Saul 
did have a grandson, a young man named Mephibosheth, who was the son of his dear 
friend Jonathan, who had a claim to the throne. In those days a man like David, taking 
the throne from someone else’s family, would seek out every last surviving descendant 
of that king and kill or imprison them. Not David. Let’s take a look at how David broke 
that violent tradition.

READ 2 SAMUEL 9

MAIN POINT:
David’s decision to welcome Mephibosheth had to come as a surprise, not just to  
Mephibosheth but to everyone. As long as he was alive and free, Mephibosheth could 
be viewed as a threat to David, as the rightful heir! David ignored the critics to fulfill a 
promise to his dear friend, Mephibosheth’s father. He welcomed Mephibosheth like one 
of his own sons and treated him with kindness.

David ignored tradition to teach us how to love everyone with kindness and respect. 
When we meet people who are different than us, we need to show the same love and 
compassion. Whether we are traveling overseas or just down the street, we need to 
remember everyone is a child of God, and God wants us to love everyone the way He 
loves us.

DRIVE IT HOME:
You don’t have to travel to a foreign country. There are kids who were raised different 
from you even in your own schools. I’m sure you are thinking of some right now. What 
did you think when you learned they were different? How did you react when you see 
someone with an unusual diet, or a certain style of clothing, or a unique way of doing 
things?

Many people, when they see things that are strange and different, react by laughing 
at those differences. It’s not just a kid’s thing either. Adults do it too. People mock and 
make fun of other people for all sorts of reasons. Maybe they hold different political 
views. Maybe they don’t follow the traditions we do. We get angry. We want them to 
conform. We want them to be like us.

We will never build bridges with those people by mocking them. You will never win new 
friends by teasing, badgering, and bullying others to be like you. Just as missionaries 
learn to eat the foods and follow the customs of tribesmen in the jungle, we need to 
learn to accept our differences and love them anyway. We can learn why they do things 
differently, and even if we don’t agree, we can respect each other.



LARGE GROUP LESSON

UNEXPLORED BIBLE STORIES: STRANGE CUSTOMS

As the family of God, it is our job to welcome everyone with love. It is our job to treat  
everyone with compassion. We should be a friend to the lonely. We should be a  
defender of the outcast. We should be the hands and feet of Jesus, who was never shy 
about reaching out to people who no one else loved. We need to look past differences, 
and love our neighbors.

Are you willing to be like David? Can you befriend someone who is different? Can you 
show compassion to everyone? You can, and with God’s help, you will!

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Help us to love everyone like you love us! 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)

UNEXPLORED BIBLE STORIES: STRANGE CUSTOMS

ICEBREAKER:
Do you know any words in a foreign language? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Psalm 25:5
Have the kids sing the memory verse in the style of their favorite pop/rock singer. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Play a game of Duck Duck Goose to get everyone moving. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read 2 Samuel 9

What promise did David make to Jonathan? 

Who was Mephibosheth? 

What did David do to show love to Mephibosheth? 

Is it easy to show love to people who are different than you? 

What is one thing you can do to spread God’s love this week? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Give us the chance to love someone different than us this week. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)

UNEXPLORED BIBLE STORIES: STRANGE CUSTOMS

ICEBREAKER:
Do you know any words in a foreign language? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Psalm 25:5
Have the kids sing the memory verse in the style of their favorite pop/rock singer. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Play a game of Duck Duck Goose to get everyone moving. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read 2 Samuel 9

Why did David invite Mephibosheth into his home? 

How did David’s treatment with Mephibosheth differ from the tradition of the time? 

Why is it important for us to love everyone? 

Is it easy to show love to people who are different than you? 

What is one thing you can do to spread God’s love this week? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Give us the chance to love someone different than us this week.

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen 



POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME

UNEXPLORED BIBLE STORIES: STRANGE CUSTOMS

WHO WAS IT? 

Who was the king of Israel after Saul? 
DAVID

For whose sake did David want to show kindness to one of Saul’s descendants? 
JONATHAN

Who was the servant of Saul that David summoned to find one of Saul’s relatives? 
ZIBA

Who was the disabled son of Jonathan that David adopted? 
MEPHIBOSHETH

Who wants us to love our neighbor like we love Him? 
GOD



IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
Explorers often find new people with customs and rituals they're not familiar with.  In 
King David’s time it was the custom for the new king to kill or imprison all the old king’s 
family members. But David had compassion on Saul’s grandson, Mephiposheth, and 
treated him well the rest of his life.  2 Samuel 9, David and Mephibosheth

     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Talk to your kids about some of the diverse people in your neighborhood or community. 
How many friends do you and they have who are different than you in some way? What 
can you do to show love to even more people? 

      AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- What did David do for Mephibosheth?
- Why did David want to show kindness to Mephibosheth?
- Why does God want us to love others?

AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“Guide me in your truth. Teach me. You are God my Savior. I put my hope in you all day 
long.” Psalm 25:5 (NIrV)

     PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
God wants us to share love with everyone. The way you treat others, especially those 
who are different than you, will set an example for your children. Ask God to help you 
break down any prejudices you might have so you can be the best example for your kids. 

5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With your Kids

Unexplored Bible Stories Lesson 3

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: STRANGE CUSTOMS

UNEXPLORED BIBLE STORIES: STRANGE CUSTOMS



CRAFT ACTIVITY

UNEXPLORED BIBLE STORIES: STRANGE CUSTOMS

Have the kids create invitations so they can invite a friend to church next week. 
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