
BOTTOM LINE: 
The Minor Prophets teach us we need to ask for God’s forgiveness.  

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will memorize the next 12 books and be able to say all the books in the Old 
Testament: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Jonah 1 and Jonah 3

MEMORY VERSE: 
“Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.” 
Proverbs 30:5 NIV

SUMMARY:
Jonah is probably the most famous of the Minor Prophets. Being swallowed by a fish 
is a pretty memorable story. But Jonah’s story isn’t just a big fish story. Like all of the 
Minor Prophets, Jonah’s story points us towards our need for repentance and God’s 
forgiveness. In the story of Jonah, we see examples of repentance by both Jonah and 
the people of Nineveh. We see an example of Jesus’ sacrificial death when Jonah is 
swallowed by the fish for three days to save the crew from the storm. And we also see 
that God’s forgiveness is freely given to those who don’t deserve it.

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Help us to turn from sin, and forgive us when we fail. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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“Every word of God is perfect. He is like a shield to those who trust in him. He keeps 
them safe.” Proverbs 30:5 (NIrV)

“Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.” 
Proverbs 30:5 NIV

“Every word of God proves true. He is a shield to all who come to him for protection.” 
Proverbs 30:5 (NLT)

“Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.” 
Proverbs 30:5 (KJV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Write each word of the verse on a poster board. Bring enough kids on stage so each 
kid can hold one of the words. Then have the kids unscramble the words and put them 
in order on stage so it can be read by the audience. 

SMALL GROUP: 
Split the verse up into sections, as many as you have kids in the group. Give each child 
a section to read or recite. See how well your group can read the verse together! 
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NO MINOR THING

ITEMS NEEDED: 
None

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 
1M, 1F

CHARACTERS: 
Phil - A door to door salesman
Mary - An unsuspecting customer

Mary and Phil enter. 

PHIL: Good afternoon, madam.

MARY: Good afternoon.

PHIL: I just thought I would let you know, I am very much enjoying my stay in your 
house, thank you very much.

MARY: I didn’t ask.

PHIL: The bed is soft. The water pressure in the shower is great. The towels are fluffy. 
And the eggs Benedict this morning was exquisite.

MARY: So you’re the one who ate my Uber Eats breakfast!

PHIL: If I were rating your home on a scale of one to five stars, it would be a solid five 
stars!

MARY: Maybe I should be charging rent.

SKIT

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: MINOR PROPHETS

BOOKS OF THE

BIBLE



PHIL: Hahahaha, that’s a great joke!

MARY: I wasn’t joking.

PHIL: There is however one minor thing I’d like to address.

MARY: A minor thing?

PHIL: It’s trivial. Just a small matter. And nothing at all that diminishes my enjoyment of 
my stay.

MARY: Here it comes.

PHIL: I want to tell you about the Minor Prophets.

MARY: Ha. And here I thought we’d be talking baseball again this week.

PHIL: There are twelve Minor Prophets whose books round out the Old Testament. Are 
you ready to learn them?

MARY: Do I have a choice?

PHIL: Absolutely not!

MARY: Didn’t think so.

PHIL: Here they are: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, 
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi!

MARY: Some of those sound familiar.

PHIL: Perhaps you’ve heard the prophecies of Jonah about the coming Messiah. Or the 
story of Hosea’s love for an unfaithful wife. Or perhaps you’ve heard the tale of Jonah?

MARY: Is it a “WHALE” of a tale?
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PHIL: It certainly is, madam. It’s a tale about God’s forgiveness with more layers than 
an onion. There’s the story of God’s forgiveness of Jonah. There’s the part about God 
forgiving the wicked city of Ninevah. And there’s the part about God’s love for a teeny, 
tiny worm. It all reflects the love God has for us, a love He fulfilled in the story of Jesus 
– which we will get to soon enough.

MARY: Not soon enough for me.

PHIL: They may be Minor Prophets, but their words can have a major impact on our 
lives. They want us to know that if we repent of our sins, God will forgive us. You ready 
to hear them one more time?

MARY: If it’s not too much of a minor inconvenience.

PHIL: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.

MARY: Bravo. Will there be anything else?

PHIL: Yes, some fresh towels and shampoo, madam. You are all out!

MARY: You’re using my shampoo too??
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During the middle 10 lessons of this series, there will not be a traditional object lesson. Instead, 
use this time to teach and reinforce the hand motions that go with each book. 

The Old Testament ends with twelve books called the Minor Prophets. These books, including 
the story of Jonah, remind us that if we repent and choose God’s way, he will forgive us. Here’s 
how we will learn these books. 

For the book of Hosea, hold your hands up on either side of the head like the legs of an H. 

For the book of Joel, let’s draw a J in the air. 

For Amos, make an A over your head like we do in the song, YMCA. 

Now turn that A to an O for the book of Obadiah. 

For the book of Jonah, who was swallowed by a fish, let’s make fish gills with our hands on our 
faces. 

Micah said Jesus would be born in the city of Bethlehem. We can remember Micah by rocking a 
baby in your arms.

Nahum starts with an N. Pinch your nose closed to make the “N” sound in Nahum. 

Habakkuk rhymes with the word cook. So, pretend you’re stirring a bowl of something to cook 
to remind you of Habakkuk. 

For Zephaniah turn your body to the left and make a Z with your arms. 

Now circle one eye with your hand and let your eye remind you of the name Haggai. 

Now go back to the Z, but instead of pointing left, point it right. This Z is for Zechariah. 

Finally, we come to Malachi, the last book of the Old Testament.  Point to heaven because 
Malachi taught us the Messiah is coming! 
 
Now repeat them all with me, with the hand motions, so we can all memorize the Minor 
Prophets. 

Repeat the books and their hand motions with the kids 2-3 times to wrap up the lesson
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MAJOR PROPHET PUTT PUTT

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Tape
A putter
A golf ball
A cup

INSTRUCTIONS:
Lay the cup on its side on the ground. Put a piece of tape on the floor one foot from the 
cup. Put additional pieces of tape two, three, four, five, and six feet away from the cup. 

Choose one player for this game. Have them stand on the farthest piece of tape from 
the cup. See if the player can name all five of the Major Prophets. For every book they 
get right, they can move up one space. Then let them putt from whatever space they 
end up on. If they get the ball in the cup, they win a prize. 

VARIATIONS:
To have additional players play this game, have another player name the five books of 
the law and the five books of poetry and prophecy. 

WHAT’S THE POINT?
The secret to learning all the books of the Bible is reviewing them over and over! 
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BOTTOM LINE: 
The Minor Prophets teach us we need to ask for God’s forgiveness.  

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will memorize the next 12 books and be able to say all the books in the Old 
Testament: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Jonah 1 and Jonah 3

INTRO:
We are six weeks into learning the sixty-six books of the Bible, and today, we’re going 
to finish up the Old Testament. We’ve learned the five books of the law, the twelve 
books of history, the five books of poetry and wisdom, and the five books of the Major 
Prophets. Today, we have twelve more books of prophecy called the Minor Prophets, 
books that include prophecies about the nation of Israel, beautiful depictions of God’s 
love, prophecies about the coming Messiah, and one of the best loved Bible stories of 
all time.
 
Most people who try to memorize the books of the Bible find this section tricky. It’s not 
often we read from Nahum or Habbakuk or Obadiah, and how can you not get confused 
which book comes first between Zephaniah and Zechariah? But there are important 
lessons in all twelve of these books, and there are reasons why each were included 
when the early church chose to include them in the Old Testament.
 
The theme you’ll find over and over in these books is very similar to what we can find in 
the Major Prophets. God wants us to turn from sin and choose obedience to Him. There 
are consequences if we choose to ignore God, if we reject Him, but God is faithful to 
save those who love Him. This is true not only for the nation of Israel, but for all people!
 
One prophet who saw God’s incredible love first hand was Jonah. God asked Jonah 
to travel to a wicked city called Ninevah and tell them to repent of their sin. But before 
Jonah could deliver that message of forgiveness, he would end up experiencing God’s 
grace for himself in a most peculiar way.
 
READ JONAH 1
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Jonah didn’t want to preach to the people of Ninevah because he believed they were 
bad people. He disobeyed God and ran from Him. God chased Jonah down and gave 
him three days inside the belly of a fish to think about it. Jonah repented. He went to 
Ninevah. And the people of Ninevah listened well. 
 
READ JONAH 3

MAIN POINT:
Jonah’s story didn’t just teach the people of his day that God forgives, it foreshadowed 
one of the messages of the New Testament. God’s forgiveness is for everyone, not just 
the Israelites! If we repent of our sin and choose to follow God, He will forgive us. He 
will lift us out of the deep and restore us to new life.
 
The Minor Prophets speak in unison when they tell us to turn from sin and obey God.
  
DRIVE IT HOME:
Are we ready to cover the Minor Prophets? Buckle up, because here they come.
 
Hosea is first, and his whole life was a picture of God’s forgiveness. God asked him to 
marry an unfaithful woman, and when Hosea publicly forgave her unfaithfulness, he 
showed the people how much God still loved them.
 
Joel and Amos warned God’s people they would soon be judged for their sin. Obadiah 
delivered the same message to the people of Edom, and Jonah, as we saw, delivered 
the same message to Ninevah – after being corrected and forgiven for his own sin of 
rebellion!
 
Micah also talked about the fall of Israel and Judah, but Micah also wrote about the 
coming of the Messiah. It is in Micah we learn he will be born in Bethlehem.
 
Nahum, whose name means “comfort,” was sent to Ninevah to warn them about God’s 
judgment. Habakkuk’s book is a dialogue between himself and God about why God 
allows suffering. Zephaniah warned the people of Israel about God’s judgment.
 
While most of the prophets wrote and prophesied before Israel was sent into exile, 
Haggai and Zechariah came along later. They urged Israel to rebuild their cities, the 
temple in Jerusalem, and their faith in God. 
 
Last but not least, there’s Malachi, who also spoke to the people after the exile. Malachi 
is the last word of the Old Testament and he reminded the people that a Savior was 
coming.
 
Over and over, the Minor Prophets remind us that God loves us. If we turn from sin, 
God will also forgive us. 
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As we study our Bibles, let’s not neglect the books of Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 
Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. Their 
words have lasted for centuries because they still ring true today!

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear Jesus, 

Help us to turn from sin, and forgive us when we fail. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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ICEBREAKER:
How many books of the Old Testament can you name now? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Proverbs 30:5
Split the verse up into sections, as many as you have kids in the group. Give each child 
a section to read or recite. See how well your group can read the verse together! 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Review the hand motions for all the Old Testament books learned so far. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Jonah 1 and 3

What did God tell Jonah to do? 

Why did Jonah run the other way? 

How did God get Jonah to repent and go to Ninevah? 

What did the people of Ninevah do when they heard Jonah’s message? 

What do the Minor Prophets teach us about God’s forgiveness? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for your amazing forgiveness. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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ICEBREAKER:
How many books of the Old Testament can you name now? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Proverbs 30:5
Split the verse up into sections, as many as you have kids in the group. Give each child 
a section to read or recite. See how well your group can read the verse together! 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Review the hand motions for all the Old Testament books learned so far. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Jonah 1 and 3

Why did Jonah run from Ninevah? 

Why did Jonah have a change of heart? 

Why did the people of Ninevah repent? 

Why is it important to repent of our sins? 

How do we know God will always forgive our sins? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for your amazing forgiveness. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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TRUE OR FALSE

Jonah is one of the Minor Prophets. 
TRUE

Jonah spent the night in a den of lions. 
FALSE

Jonah told the people of Ninevah to repent and they did. 
TRUE

God won’t always forgive our sins. 
FALSE

The Minor Prophets show us that when we repent, God will always forgive. 
TRUE
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 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
Jonah is probably the most famous of the Minor Prophets. Being swallowed by a fish 
is a pretty memorable story. But Jonah’s story isn’t just a big fish story. Like all of the 
Minor Prophets, Jonah’s story points us towards our need for repentance and God’s 
forgiveness. In the story of Jonah, we see examples of repentance by both Jonah and 
the people of Nineveh. We see an example of Jesus’ sacrificial death when Jonah is 
swallowed by the fish for three days to save the crew from the storm. And we also see 
that God’s forgiveness is freely given to those who don’t deserve it. Jonah 1 and Jonah 3

     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Ask your kids if they can remember the Minor Prophets and teach you the hand motions: 
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 
Zechariah, and Malachi.

     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- Who are the Minor Prophets? 
- What happened to the prophet Jonah? 
- What does Jonah’s life teach us about repentance and forgiveness? 

                  AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.”  
- Proverbs 30:5 NIV

     
     PARENT TIME:
What you need to know: 
Every week, practice the books of the Bible with your kids. Review the hand motions 
we’re teaching them so they can commit these books to memory. 

5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With your Kids

Books of the Bible Lesson 6
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Over the next several weeks, the kids will make a circular chart with the names of all 
the books of the Bible. You can give them all large cut out circles or paper plates. This 
week, the kids will write the names of Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi on their chart. 
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