
BOTTOM LINE: 
The major prophets teach us to stay focused on God through their writings and their 
lives. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will memorize the next 5 books: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and 
Daniel

KEY PASSAGE: 
Daniel 6:3-23, Daniel In the Lion’s Den

MEMORY VERSE: 
“Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.” 
Proverbs 30:5 NIV

SUMMARY:
The Major Prophets were men who delivered God’s messages to his people. Their 
books and their lives remind us that no matter what the situation we should always 
keep our eyes and our lives focused on God. They also remind us that even when 
things seem dark around us, God is always in control, we just have to be patient and 
wait for his perfect timing.

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Give us faith like the prophets of old. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

BOOKS OF THE

BIBLE

LESSON SNAPSHOT

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE: MAJOR PROPHETS



“Every word of God is perfect. He is like a shield to those who trust in him. He keeps 
them safe.” Proverbs 30:5 (NIrV)

“Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.” 
Proverbs 30:5 NIV

“Every word of God proves true. He is a shield to all who come to him for protection.” 
Proverbs 30:5 (NLT)

“Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.” 
Proverbs 30:5 (KJV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Divide the room in half.  Pick one side to start and have them all shout the first word, 
then the other side shouts the second word, and so on until they finish the verse.

SMALL GROUP: 
Go around the group in a circle and have each kid read one word of the verse until the 
whole verse has been read. Do it two or three times, see how fast you can go. 
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NIGHT TIME READING BOOKS

ITEMS NEEDED: 
None

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 
1M, 1F

CHARACTERS: 
Phil - A door to door salesman
Mary - An unsuspecting customer

Mary and Phil enter. 

PHIL: Excuse me, madam. I couldn’t help noticing all the baseball memorabilia you 
have in your basement TV area.

MARY: Yeah?

PHIL: I presume from all I saw down there that you’re a big fan of a certain team, a big 
league team known as the Red Sox?

MARY: You presume correctly.

PHIL: You must have been just ecstatic when they finally broke the curse and won the 
World Series.

MARY: Are you kidding me? I went crazy!

PHIL: Madam, if you went crazy over that major league excitement, then you’ll really go 
crazy for… the major prophets.

MARY: I shoulda seen that coming.

SKIT
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PHIL: Madam, God’s prophets were men who brought important messages from the 
Lord to his people, just as Big Papi delivered home run after home run in Fenway Park. 
Important messages about God’s judgment, God’s forgiveness and even the coming 
Messiah!

MARY: Are you really comparing Big Papi to the prophets? 

PHIL: Trust me, these major prophets were big league hitters. There was Isaiah, the 
man who told us about the coming birth of Jesus. There was the weeping prophet 
Jeremiah. You know a lot about weeping. After all, you are a Red Sox fan. You 
remember Bucky Dent!

MARY: Really? You had to go there?

PHIL: Jeremiah writes his own book and another book, Lamentations. Again, madam, 
as a Red Sox fan, you can relate.

MARY: Not as much as they can in Cleveland! 

PHIL: Then there was Ezekiel, who put on some of the most dramatic displays of 
prophecy recorded in the Bible. And finally, that big time closer himself, the man who 
pitched a shutout in a den of lions, Daniel!

MARY: That was clever. Did you think that up?

PHIL: I did!

MARY: I liked that one. Good job.

PHIL: A major league fan like you is going to love the major prophets. Say them with 
me, dear. Isaiah! Jeremiah! Lamentations! Ezekiel! And Daniel!

MARY: Bravo! Well done! And just in case you’re curious, I’m also a Louisville Bats fan.

PHIL: I beg your pardon?

MARY: You’re going to hit me with the minor prophets next week, aren’t you?
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PHIL: Madam, how did you ever know?

MARY: Just an inspired guess.
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During the middle 10 lessons of this series, there will not be a traditional object lesson. 
Instead, use this time to teach and reinforce the hand motions that go with each book. 

The Major Prophets were four men who delivered messages to Israel during times of 
trouble. Three of them wrote about God’s coming judgment before the exile to Babylon. 
All four of them write about God’s promises to restore Israel. 

Isaiah is the first of these prophets. He prophesied before the Babylonian exile, and 
he even wrote a passage about Jesus’ birth. Let’s draw a lower case “I” with the dot to 
remember Isaiah. 

Jeremiah was known as the weeping prophet because he was so sad the people had 
rejected God. Let’s cry with one eye for Jeremiah. 

Now let’s cry with both eyes because the next book, Lamentations, was also written by 
Jeremiah. He wrote the book to mourn the loss of Jerusalem and the Promised Land 
God had given his people.  

Ezekiel is the next prophet in this section. He prophesied during the Babylonian 
captivity, and he reminded the people that God was still in control. Let’s draw a Z in the 
air for Ezekiel! 

Now we come to Daniel, the prophet who once spent the night in a den of hungry lions 
without getting a scratch. Since God shut the lions’ mouths, let’s cover our mouths to 
remember Daniel. 

Have you got them all? Let’s review these one more time! 

Repeat the books and their hand motions with the kids 2-3 times to wrap up the lesson
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ITEMS NEEDED: 
A deck of cards

INSTRUCTIONS:
Pick three kids for this game, and give each kid two playing cards, face down. Each 
kid will have a chance to win a prize if they can name (in order) the number of Old 
Testament books on the cards they have been dealt. Kids will flip the cards over and 
add up the numbers on the cards. (Kings, Queens, and Jacks are 10. Aces are 11, 
so the max will be 22.) If the kids can name in order the books of the Bible up to the 
number they are dealt, they win a prize. 

VARIATIONS:
For younger kids, you can pair them up with friends so they can work together recalling 
the names of the Bible books. 

WHAT’S THE POINT?
We’ve learned 22 books so far. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel 
make 27! 
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BOTTOM LINE: 
The major prophets teach us to stay focused on God through their writings and their 
lives. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will memorize the next 5 books: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and 
Daniel. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Daniel 6:3-23, Daniel In the Lion’s Den

INTRO:
I don’t know if you guys realize this, but in just the last three weeks, we’ve already 
learned one third of the books of the Bible. We’re past the half way point in the Old 
Testament, and we’ve learned the names of 22 out of the 66 total books. We learned 
the books of the law: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. We’ve 
learned the books of history: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 
Kings, 1 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther. And we’ve learned 
the books of poetry and wisdom: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of 
Solomon. Five plus twelve plus five is 22. Way to go, guys!
 
We’re in the back part of the Old Testament, and over the next two weeks we’re going 
to learn about 17 books written by prophets. Prophets were men chosen by God to 
deliver special messages to God’s people. Some of these messages were joyful and 
filled with good news, such as the messages men like Isaiah and Micah delivered about 
Jesus. Some of the messages were warnings from an angry God who was unhappy 
with the way His people had rebelled against them. And some messages were hopeful 
reminders of God’s love. In dark and trying times, they reminded the people that God 
still loved them and would always forgive them if they turned from sin.
 
The first five of these books are called the major prophets, and the last twelve are the 
minor prophets. No, major and minor are not comments on how well they could swing 
a baseball bat. The books in the major prophets section tend to be longer than those 
in the minor prophets section. They were written by four men, and four of these books 
bear their names. Three of these men wrote in a time before the nation of Israel was 
taken into captivity as punishment for their sins. The fourth man wrote during that time 
of captivity, when he was serving in the palace of foreign kings.
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That fourth man’s name is Daniel, and he’s the best known of the major prophets 
because, well, he led a rather exciting life. Daniel was constantly being tested, finding 
himself in one challenging situation after another where he had to choose obedience to 
God over possible doom. Daniel’s life reminds us that when we are faithful to God, He 
will remain faithful to us.

READ DANIEL 6:3-23

MAIN POINT:
I’m sure many of you have heard this story before. It’s not a prophecy, but an actual 
event from the man’s life. This was hardly the first time Daniel had taken a stand for 
his faith, and he was not about to back down even in the face of certain death. God 
protected Daniel, and he showed everyone watching that day that God will always be 
there for people who are faithful to him.
 
The central message of the major prophets is about faithfulness. It was lack of 
faithfulness that caused God to bring judgment on Israel, but God always promised 
that when Israel turned from their sin and asked forgiveness, He would save them. No 
matter how bad things get, no matter how dark things seem, we can trust that God is 
there and God will always be there to save us.
  
DRIVE IT HOME:
The first book of the major prophets is called Isaiah, named for the prophet Isaiah. 
Isaiah lived during the last days before Israel was taken captive by the Babylonians, 
and he warned the people that judgment was coming. He also told the people that God 
would one day restore them and bring them home. He reminded the people that God 
still loved them and that the dark times coming would not last forever. Isaiah is also 
notable because he wrote many prophecies about the coming Messiah, the man we 
know as God’s Son Jesus!
 
The next two books were both written by Jeremiah. They are called Jeremiah and 
Lamentations. Jeremiah is often called the weeping prophet because many of his 
writings deal with God’s grief over Israel. God had promised to preserve the nation of 
Israel as long as they stayed faithful to Him. God loved the Israelites, and it grieved Him 
to punish His people. Sin makes God sad, and no one ever captured God’s sadness 
over sin quite like Jeremiah.
 
Ezekiel is the fourth book, and it’s one of the strangest books in the Bible. Ezekiel 
recorded many strange visions that God revealed to him about the future. He also acted 
out many prophecies, even once eating food cooked over a fire made with cow poop 
to try and get Israel to pay attention to God’s Word! Like Isaiah and Jeremiah, Ezekiel 
spoke about God’s judgment but also God’s unfailing love.
 
Daniel is the fifth book, and it records both his adventures as a captive and his 
prophecies.  
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Daniel lived in the dark times that the other three prophets predicted, but in spite of his 
circumstances, he remained faithful to God. Daniel believed the words of the prophets 
about God’s love because he saw God’s faithfulness over and over. His story gives us 
the courage to believe even in the darkest times.
 
The major prophets are not always a fun read. They remind us there are consequences 
for our sins and that we will all face dark times. But the bigger message we take from 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel is that God is faithful. God will be 
there for us even in the darkest of times, and when we are true to God, He will be true 
to us. That’s a major promise we can all count on!

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear Jesus, 

Give us faith like the prophets of old. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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ICEBREAKER:
What is one animal you would not want to meet in person? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Proverbs 30:5
Go around the group in a circle and have each kid read one word of the verse until the 
whole verse has been read. Do it two or three times, see how fast you can go. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Review the hand motions for all the Old Testament books learned so far. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Daniel 6:3-23

Who was Daniel, and where can we find his book? 

What challenge did Daniel face? 

How did God help Daniel? 

What kinds of messages did prophets deliver? 

What are the books of the major prophets? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for reminding us you are always by our side. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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ICEBREAKER:
What is one animal you would not want to meet in person? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Proverbs 30:5
Go around the group in a circle and have each kid read one word of the verse until the 
whole verse has been read. Do it two or three times, see how fast you can go. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Review the hand motions for all the Old Testament books learned so far. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Daniel 6:3-23

Why was Daniel thrown to the lions? 

How did God save Daniel? 

What did the prophets of old do for God? 

Do their messages have anything to tell us today? 

What lessons can they teach us? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for reminding us you are always by our side. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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Q & A

How many books are there in the major prophets? 
5

How many writers wrote these 5 books? 
4 (Jeremiah wrote 2) 

Which prophet was known as the weeping prophet? 
JEREMIAH

Which prophet said Jesus would be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, and 
Prince of Peace? 
ISAIAH

Which major prophet spent the night in a lion’s den? 
DANIEL
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 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
The Major Prophets were men who delivered God’s messages to his people. Their books 
and their lives remind us that no matter what the situation we should always keep our 
eyes and our lives focused on God. They also remind us that even when things seem 
dark around us, God is always in control, we just have to be patient and wait for his 
perfect timing. Daniel 6:3-23, Daniel In the Lion’s Den
 

     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Ask your kids if they can remember the poetry and wisdom books of the Bible and teach 
you the hand motions: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel. 

     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- Who are the major prophets? 
- What messages did these men deliver to ancient Israel? 
- What can we learn from the writings of these men? 

                  AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.”  
- Proverbs 30:5 NIV

     
     PARENT TIME:
What you need to know: 
Every week, practice the books of the Bible with your kids. Review the hand motions 
we’re teaching them so they can commit these books to memory. 

5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With your Kids

Books of the Bible Lesson 5
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Over the next several weeks, the kids will make a circular chart with the names of all 
the books of the Bible. You can give them all large cut out circles or paper plates. This 
week, the kids will write the names of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and 
Daniel on their chart. 
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