
BOTTOM LINE: 
The books of poetry and wisdom are full of good advice and good reminders of God’s 
love. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will memorize the next 5 books: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of 
Solomon.   

KEY PASSAGE: 
Psalm 119:11, I Have Hidden Your Word In My Heart

MEMORY VERSE: 
“Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.” 
Proverbs 30:5 NIV

SUMMARY:
These 5 books are packed full of practical advice for how to live God’s way, as well as 
beautiful verses describing how amazing, awesome, powerful, loving and good God is. 
When you are looking for a book to read when you wake up each day or before you go 
to bed at night, Psalms and Proverbs are great options.

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Teach us wisdom as we read your Word. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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“Every word of God is perfect. He is like a shield to those who trust in him. He keeps 
them safe.” Proverbs 30:5 (NIrV)

“Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.” 
Proverbs 30:5 NIV

“Every word of God proves true. He is a shield to all who come to him for protection.” 
Proverbs 30:5 (NLT)

“Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.” 
Proverbs 30:5 (KJV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Read the verse in a normal speed with the kids. Then read it super slow. Then read it 
super fast! 

SMALL GROUP: 
Have the kids sing the memory verse in the style of their favorite pop/rock singer. 
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NIGHT TIME READING BOOKS

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Pajamas and robes
A book
A Bible
CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 
1M, 1F
CHARACTERS: 
Phil - A door to door salesman
Mary - An unsuspecting customer

Mary enters in pajamas with a book. Phil enters, also in pajamas, with a Bible.

PHIL: Good evening, madam!

MARY: You again!

PHIL: I see you’re dressed for bed time. And what’s this in your hand? Some light 
reading? 

MARY: Yes. I like to read before falling asleep. 

PHIL: Madam, I urge you, toss that book away. The Bible has all the night time reading 
you will ever want! 

Phil grabs her book and tosses it off stage. 

MARY: Oh come on. 

PHIL: You know what I love at bed time, besides a glass of milk?  
 
A healthy heap of praise and wisdom, and I get all of that in the books of poetry and 
wisdom found conveniently in the middle of your Bible. 
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MARY: Aauugh! 

PHIL: There’s the classic poem, Job, an epic tale about a man whose faith was truly 
tested. He lost everything! He suffered greatly! And yet, he never lost his faith. 

MARY: But sir, I—

PHIL: Need something more uplifting? Of course you do! That’s why there’s Psalms, a 
collection of 150 songs of praise from ancient times about the goodness of God. 

MARY: Do you think it’s wise—

PHIL: Do I think the Bible is wise? Why madam, the Bible contains the greatest book of 
wisdom ever put to paper. Proverbs was written by King Solomon, and it’s chock full of 
little bits of wisdom.

MARY: You know sometimes I need—

PHIL: A heavy dose of wisdom? Of course you do! That’s why the Bible also 
includes Ecclesiastes, Solomon’s master work on the meaning of life. “Meaningless! 
Meaningless! Everything is meaningless!” It’s perfect for a deep thinker like you. 

MARY: Are you done yet? 

PHIL: No, and neither is Solomon. For after Ecclesiastes, we come to his love poem, 
Song of Solomon, a beautiful collection of verses depicting God’s plan for marriage. 
Trust me, madam. You want something inspirational to read before bed, or even after 
you wake? The books of poetry and wisdom have it all! 

MARY: Is there anything in there about not giving someone a sales pitch in their 
pajamas? 

PHIL: No. 

MARY: Well, there should be! 

Mary exits. 
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During the middle 10 lessons of this series, there will not be a traditional object lesson. 
Instead, use this time to teach and reinforce the hand motions that go with each book. 

Today we’re learning about the books of poetry and wisdom. These five books are right 
in the middle of the Bible, and each one has something unique to say. 

Job is a poem that tells the story of a man who had everything and lost it all. Job was a 
faithful man whom God allowed to be tested. His wealth, his family, and even his health 
was taken from him, and yet through it all, Job stayed faithful to God. When Job was at 
his sickest, covered in sores, he scratched his sores with broken pottery. Let’s scratch 
our arms to help us remember the story of Job. 

Psalms is the longest book in the Bible, a book filled with songs and poems of praise. 
Let’s lift our hand high to God to help us remember Psalms. 

Proverbs is a book of wisdom written by King Solomon. In it, Solomon says, “My son, 
listen to my teaching!” Let’s point our finger like Solomon to remember Proverbs. 

Ecclesiastes is another book of wisdom by Solomon, a much deeper work in which he 
tells us that everything in this world is meaningless because only God is eternal. Let’s 
shrug our shoulders as if to say, “It’s all meaningless” when we remember Ecclesiastes. 

Song of Solomon is a love poem written by Solomon that tells about the love between 
a husband and a wife. Pretend to put a wedding ring on your finger, and let that be a 
reminder about the Song of Solomon. 

Let’s review these one more time! 

Repeat the books and their hand motions with the kids 2-3 times to wrap up the lesson
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ROCK THE PSALMS

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Karaoke tracks of pop songs the kids will know
Slides showing the verses from Psalm 100

INSTRUCTIONS:
Choose three kids for this game. Tell the kids they will be competing in a singing 
contest in which they must sing one of David’s Psalms - but they have to sing it to the 
tune of a modern pop song. Play the song track you’ve chosen, and then let each kid 
take a crack at singing the Psalm. Let the audience vote by applause who does the 
best job. 

VARIATIONS:
To mix it up, give each kid a different song track to sing with. 

WHAT’S THE POINT?
Psalms and the books of wisdom can teach us wisdom and remind us of God’s 
goodness. 
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BOTTOM LINE: 
The books of poetry and wisdom are full of good advice and good reminders of God’s 
love. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will memorize the next 5 books: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and 
Daniel. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Psalm 119:11, I Have Hidden Your Word In My Heart

INTRO:
We are now starting the third week of our challenge to memorize the sixty-six books of 
the Bible. Who can remember the first five books? Say them with me. Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. Now let’s repeat the books of history: Joshua, 
Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 1 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, 
Nehemiah, and Esther. 

All of the books we’ve learned so far have been historical in nature. They are filled with 
stories of real people, histories of kings and nations, and the law God expected his 
people to follow. The next section of books is completely different. These are books of 
songs, poetry, and wisdom, four of which were written by two Bible heroes covered in 
the books of 1 and 2 Samuel. 

The books of wisdom and poetry are found almost in the center of the Bible. These 
books all have something very unique to teach us about God and faith. One of them is 
a story told in poetry form about a man who suffered through a great test of faith. One 
is a collection of praise songs, most of them written by King David. Two books, written 
by David’s son Solomon, are books of wisdom, filled with practical advice on everything 
from managing money to listening to our parents to finding meaning in life. The fifth 
book is also by Solomon. It’s a love poem that depicts the love of a husband and wife. 

Why would the Bible, a book that so far has been filled with real stories and real history, 
suddenly shift gears and present us with proverbs and poems? Because God is a God 
of beauty. God loves art and poetry and music, and he loves when we use these things 
for Him. God also understands that poetry and proverbs can teach us in different ways 
than real life stories. As David wrote in Psalm 119, God wants us to hide all of His 
words in our hearts. 
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READ PSALM 119:11

MAIN POINT:
The books of poetry and wisdom are a break from the deep history and stories of the 
Bible. They give us a chance to pause, to reflect on the teachings of the ancients, and 
to listen to their words of praise. These books make great, easy reads in the morning 
and at bed time. They can inspire us, encourage us, lift us up, and remind us not only 
how to live for God, but why we choose to live for him. 
  
DRIVE IT HOME:
There are five books in this section of the Bible. Job is the first, and it tells the story of 
a man named Job. Job was a wealthy but righteous man who loved God. God allowed 
Job to be tested. In one day, Job lost all his wealth and all his children. Job was very 
sad, but even as he lost his health and his friends told him to give up, he refused to give 
up on God. Job reminds us we may not always understand suffering, but we can still 
keep our faith. 

Next comes Psalms. The longest book of the Bible with 150 chapters, Psalms is a 
collection of songs that were used to praise God. Many of these were written by David, 
who the Bible tells us could play the harp. They are beautiful reminders of God’s love 
and blessings. 

The last three books were all written by David’s son Solomon. Widely regarded as the 
wisest man who ever lived, Solomon collected his wisdom in the book of Proverbs. He 
also wrote Ecclesiastes, a deeper book than Proverbs that teaches us that everything 
under the sun is meaningless apart from a relationship with God. The last book, Song 
of Solomon, is a poem written by Solomon about the beauty of marriage. Some of its 
passages make even grown-ups blush, but they remind us that even romantic love is a 
blessing from God. 

If you’re looking for a simple, easy place to start reading the Bible, Psalms and 
Proverbs are great places to start. Most chapters are short and easy to read, and 
they are packed with praise, wisdom, and other things that will remind you of God’s 
goodness. The poetry and wisdom books have a lot to teach us. Through the beautiful 
words of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon, we can grow in 
our faith and enjoy the goodness and beauty of God. 

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear Jesus, 

Teach us wisdom as we read your Word. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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ICEBREAKER:
What is something wise you’ve learned from a parent or teacher? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Proverbs 30:5
Have the kids sing the memory verse in the style of their favorite pop/rock singer. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Review the hand motions for the law and history books. Then review the hand motions 
for the poetry and wisdom books. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Psalm 119:11

What are the five books of wisdom and poetry? 

What is Job about? 

Who wrote Psalms? 

Who wrote the last three books of wisdom? 

What can these books teach us about God? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for your beautiful books of poetry and wisdom. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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ICEBREAKER:
What is something wise you’ve learned from a parent or teacher? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Proverbs 30:5
Have the kids sing the memory verse in the style of their favorite pop/rock singer. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Review the hand motions for the law and history books. Then review the hand motions 
for the poetry and wisdom books. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Psalm 119:11

What are the five books of wisdom and poetry? 

Who wrote Psalms, and what are the Psalms? 

What book of wisdom did Solomon write? 

What can these books teach us about God? 

Will you commit to reading a Psalm or a chapter of Proverbs every night this week? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for your beautiful books of poetry and wisdom. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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MULTIPLE CHOICE

1. What is the longest book in the Bible? 
A. Psalms*
B. Ecclesiastes
C. Jude

2. Which book collects the teachings of wise King Solomon? 
A. Psalms
B. Proverbs*
C. Job

3. Which book is a poem about suffering and faith? 
A. Job* 
B. Song of Solomon
C. Ecclesiastes

Which book teaches us that many things we think are important are meaningless? 
A. Job
B. Ecclesiastes*
C. Proverbs

Which book is a poem about marriage? 
A. Job
B. Song of Solomon*
C. Proverbs
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 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
These 5 books are packed full of practical advice for how to live God’s way, as well as 
beautiful verses describing how amazing, awesome, powerful, loving and good God is. 
When you are looking for a book to read when you wake up each day or before you go 
to bed at night, Psalms and Proverbs are great options. Psalm 119:11, I Have Hidden 
Your Word In My Heart
 

     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Ask your kids if they can remember the poetry and wisdom books of the Bible and teach 
you the hand motions: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon.  

     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- Why are there books of poetry and wisdom in the Bible? 
- Who wrote these books? 
- What can we learn from these books? 

                  AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.”  
- Proverbs 30:5 NIV

     
     PARENT TIME:
What you need to know: 
Every week, practice the books of the Bible with your kids. Review the hand motions 
we’re teaching them so they can commit these books to memory. 

5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With your Kids

Books of the Bible Lesson 4
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Over the next several weeks, the kids will make a circular chart with the names of all 
the books of the Bible. You can give them all large cut out circles or paper plates. This 
week, the kids will write the names of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of 
Solomon on their chart. 
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