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Ministry Highlights 



So the Lord surrounds his people both now and forevermore. 

Psalm 125:2 

One of the many ripple effects of living life in the midst of the global pandemic is that much of what took place in the months prior 
to the stay-at-home order has become little more than a blur.  And I am just as guilty as the next person.  As I was reflecting on all 
that took place at Refuge over this past year, it was as if my memory bank was shut down as well.  Many God-only moments took 
place in small groups and in large.  In men’s retreats and in JAM sessions.  Friendships were deepened and opportunities abounded 
to rejoice with those rejoicing and to mourn with those overcome with sadness.  Meaningful life stuff  happened each week but can 
easily be forgotten in the fog of the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
So rather than review, let me remind.  In light of all the talk of  “pre-existing conditions,” here is another one that gets very little 
press.  You and I are loved by God, and He is surrounding us both now and forevermore.  Need proof? 
 
  He is making you more like Jesus…Romans 8:29 
  He is remembering you…Psalm 25:7 
  He is holding your hand…Psalm 18:35 
  He is listening for your voice…Psalm 40:1 
  He is blessing you so you can bless others…Psalm 103:2 
  He is going before you…Psalm 139:3 
  He is going behind you…Psalm 139:5 
  He is watching over you…Psalm 121:3 
  He is protecting you in the darkness…Psalm 27:1 
  He is moving others to pray for you…1 Samuel 12:23 
  He is monitoring your thoughts and feelings…Jonah 4:9 
  He is providing you with unceasing help…2 Corinthians 9:8 
  He is directing circumstances you know nothing about…Isaiah 9:7 
  He is calling you to holiness…1 Peter 1:15 
  He is preparing a place for you…John 14:2 
 
While life has twists and turns that we couldn’t predict or frankly even fathom, our God is steady, unchangeable, and for us. That 
hope has carried us through many dangers, toils, and snares and will sustain us in the months and years to come!  I am grateful that 
we, in God’s mercy, get to do this together.  Thankful with you and for you, 
 
Pastor Phil 

SENIOR PASTOR  

The Elder Board has been in place now for just over a year. We continue to work towards setting a foundation for sound, Biblical 
Elder responsibility with Biblical focus. In Ephesians chapter 4, Paul challenges the Elders: 
 

...to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and  
in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.   

Ephesians 4:12-13 
 

As we started doing last year, we continue to work in supporting the boards and helping them by answering questions or giving guid-
ance when requested. Our goal is not to micromanage the boards, but to be a support structure. Likewise, we want to continue to 
support the congregation through prayer, visitation, or continuing to direct the focus on the Refuge mission. 
 
One of the places this was active this past year was in reviewing the budget. The boards did a fantastic job of setting up their budgets 
based on “vision-driven” focus. We believe this is important in order to involve the church in the responsibility and adding vision to 
this process. 
 
Another process that we set up was lining up the staggering of the Elder Board re-election. This year Guy Chetrit will be the first elder 
up for re-election for another three-year term. Following this, we will stagger two elders each year to establish a rotation schedule. 
Also, the Elder Board started a process of a more formal and far more attentive pastoral evaluation process. Finally, one of our big-
gest focuses has been working on the near and distant future for Refuge Church. We continue to pray and focus on leadership and 
direction while keeping our focus on Kingdom work. 
 
Elder Board   

ELDER BOARD 



MEN’S & 

MARRIAGE 

MINISTRIES 

35 men participated in 

Men’s Retreat at Timber Bay 
Camp 

 

30 men participated in a 

30-day challenge to start 
2020 

 

30 men participated in the 

Men’s Golf Outing 

 

 

 

 

 

15 couples participated  in 

the Marriage Night Out Date 
Night 

2019-2020 MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

WOMEN’S 
MINISTRY  

100 + 
women attended various  

Bible study life groups 

FBC QUILTERS 

 

 

 

11 Quilting ladies 

22 New Quilts made for 

babies, graduating seniors, 
and those in need  

30 Quilts given to the Karen 

community at Grace Baptist 
Church 

WORSHIP MINISTRY 

The Refuge Church worship ministry continues to thrive. Improvements included in-ear stage monitoring and resources that allow 

instrumentalists to play more consistently together.  Four young men became first-time members of the Refuge Student Worship 

Team! The Lord has blessed us both musically and spiritually. 

With unprecedented changes in the final weeks of the fiscal year, we see God working to challenge, reach, and call people to His 

side in unique and fresh ways. Our call is to follow Him into these unknown places—to be salt and light at a time when the things 

we’ve traditionally relied upon have let us down. Our worship in all that we say, think, and do is a key piece of this! 

LIBRARY 

62 years          105 new books          29 new DVDs          4 new CDs          7 volunteers 

THANKSGIVING OFFERING 

$9,364 

 collected and given to Ukrainian Youth    
Pastor Vitaly Provozyuk to provide reliable 

transportation for ministry. 

 

COFFEE BAR 

18+ Years of Serving  

$2,484 raised for Ukraine Ministry 

BENEVOLENT OFFERINGS 

This congregation's generosity has helped with 

car repairs, housing crises, groceries for those 

in need, utility bills, and many other important 

needs. Thanks for your continued support in 

this important area! 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  

100+ Christmas shoeboxes were  

collected at our church and delivered by 

Samaritan’s Purse to children throughout 

the world with invitations to participate 

in a discipleship program called  

The Greatest Journey. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

165 children attended VBS ROAR! 

88 volunteers helped make VBS possible. 

$570 raised for moms and babies in Zambia, 

Africa. 



TRUSTEE BOARD 
• For 2019 and thereafter, trustees outsourced essential 

duties and responsibilities of the office of Financial 
Administrator to Jeff Gauss of Church Plant Solutions. 

• Hired Susan Peterson to serve as Financial Assistant for Jeff 
Gauss, process church offerings, clerical staff support. 

• Adopted a policy that no member will be charged a 
"facilities fee" to reserve/use any room or gathering area of 
the church campus. Moreover, the church will collect a 
"facilities fee" from all non-church members authorized to 
use the church campus. 

• Adopted a new budgeting methodology. The trustees will 
no longer set the budget for the various boards and 
ministries of the church. It is now the responsibility of each 
to provide a proposed budget to the trustees for 
consideration by the Elder Board. No budget will be 
presented to the congregation for ratification until the 
Elders have approved it. 

• Streamlined the financial Chart of Accounts from a roster of 
more than 400 various accounts to approximately 80. 

• Employed a new, comprehensive insurance package for the 
church with American Church Group of America. The 
various policies provide all the usual coverages (property 
and liability), but also additional coverages for terrorism, 
workers’ compensation, employment practices, data 
breach/hacking, and substantial umbrella coverage. We 
have more coverage for a substantially reduced annual 
premium. 

• Managed Certificate of Deposit renewal for Lake Elizabeth 
Cemetery and adopted an agreement with Harvey 
Anderson Funeral Home (Ryan Degree) for management 
and sale of church cemetery plots. 

 

DEACON BOARD 
With the Elder Board in place, deacons were able to focus on 
the biblical calling of deacons to be the physical and emotional 
servants of the church.  

• Focused on six areas—benevolent fund, visitation, special 
events, service projects, communion/baptism/membership, 
and pastoral care. 

• Assigned tasks to each deacon according to his gifts/
interests so each is involved on a more personal level. 

• Met monthly with deaconesses at church board meetings. 

 

DEACONESS BOARD 
• Worked together with the Deacons to recommend 

benevolent funding to those in need. 

• Connected with the Refuge family by making phone calls 
to the congregation to encourage and be aware of needs. 

• Ministered and cared for needs of many through calls, 
texts, cards , meal prep, and other ways of help. 

• Prayed for many through intercessory prayer. 

• Prepared elements and  helped serve communion. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 

FIRST STEPS—42 volunteers played with, sang with, read to, 
and held our little ones  (0-3 years old) Sunday/Wednesday 
mornings. Nursery and Wigglers rooms  were updated with 
new paint, carpet, window dressings, and a new indoor jungle 
gym. The kids (and volunteers) love it! 

 

CONNECT—46 kids and 14 teachers studied the stories of 
Creation, Moses, Joseph, David, and Daniel. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH—22 kids (ages 4-3rd grade), 22 helpers 
(5th-6th grade), and 12 adult leaders had church—kid style! 

 

JAM—50-54 kids and 12 leaders taught God’s Word through 
drama, worship, stories, games, and object lessons. 

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM—50 kids and 8 adults presented 
The Loaned Manger followed by fellowship in the gym with 
Christmas cookies and carols sung by our own Anne 
Zawierucha. 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

God continues to bless our proverbial socks off! Refuge 
Student Ministry is blessed with strong church support, great 
facilities, awesome adult leaders, engaged parents, and an 
awesome group of students! Attempts to even bullet point the 
highlights of last year within this limited space have proven 
futile; however, we can PRAISE GOD for His work and thank 
you for supporting and being a part of that work. Thank you! If 
you want a glimpse into our past year of ministry, you can find 
a ministry report on the youth page of our church website. We 
have some exciting opportunities and plans for the year ahead, 
but we’ll continue trusting in God and His plans more than our 
own! 

MISSIONS BOARD 
This past fiscal year saw some great developments made in our 
missions DNA at Refuge Church. The year began with 18 Refuge 
Church members and regular attenders completing most, if not 
all, of the Perspectives on the World Christian Movement class 
we hosted community-wide. This helped us launch a connect 
class this past fall called XPLORE—a mini-version of the class to 
get people’s feet wet in the concept of being world Christians. 

 

Other missions highlights included two ministry partnership 
trips to Ukraine where for the first time we held camp in 
Drabiv, then accompanied 17 Drabiv teens to Camp Maximum 
with Refuge Church sponsorship! We also continue to support 
the work of a traveling youth pastor and helped him purchase 
a reliable vehicle at Thanksgiving to make his weekly trips 
across poorly-maintained roads to work with Drabiv youth.  
Kalley Fosso, one of our home-grown own, was launched into a 
2-year experience with Converge working in London with the 
artist community right at the first of the new year. 


