Member Workbook

Table of Contents
PRE MEMBER WORKBOOK
WELCOME LETTER…………………………………………………………………………………………..3
HISTORY AND PROFILE OF THE CHURCH…………………………………………………………4
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP…………………………………………………………………………………….5
SALVATION: JOINING GOD’S FAMILY……………………………………………….…………….…..8
BAPTISM………………………………………………………………..……………………………………….11
BIBLE DOCTRINE – WHAT WE BELIEVE………………………………………………..………...13
VISION & VALUES……………………………………..……………………………………………….….…15
OUR DISCIPLESHIP STRATEGY………………………………..…………………………………...…24
LIFESTYLES AND MATURITY…….…………………………..…………………………………..…….31
YOUR S.H.A.P.E………………………………………………………………………………………….…….45
APPENDIX: THE MEANING OF BAPTISM………………………………………………....……….53
MEMBER HANDBOOK
THE 10 COMMANDMENTS OF CHANGING CHURCHES ………………………………..….…57
BAPTISM- KEY PERSPECTIVES & UNDERSTANDING BAPTISM…………………..….....58
UNDERSTANDING THE LORD’S SUPPER……………………………………….…….………..…..63
NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE FELLOWSHIP’S MEMBERSHIP COVENANT…………….....66
CHURCH LIFE AT NCBF…………………………………………………………………………………….67
CHURCH PROTOCOL AT NCBF………………………………………………………………..………..69
NCBF’S POLICY ON PRE-MARITAL COUNSELING/ SOLEMNIZING MARRIAGES.…71
NCBF’S POLICY ON HUMAN SEXUALITY, PURITY AND CO-HABITING COUPLES..72
NCBF’S POSITION ON MARRIAGE, SEPARATION, DIVORCE & REMARRIAGE….....76
UNDERSTANDING FASTING………………………………………………………………..……………78
THE JOY OF TITHING………………………………………………………….……………………………89
NCBF’S POSITION ON WOMEN IN MINISTRY…………………………………….……..…......106
NCBF’S POSITION ON THE GIFT OF TONGUES………………………………..…….…………109
PREPARING FOR YOUR NEW MEMBERS SESSION……………………..………….…………110
CHURCH CORRECTION………………………………..……………………………………….………...111

THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS ..………………………………………………………………….…....115

New Community Bible Fellowship ©Starting Point Class, Revised September, 2020

2

Welcome to New Community
Dear Membership Candidate,
Welcome to New Community! We are so excited about your decision to join hands with us in
in changing lives through the power of Jesus Christ. Please know that I and others are praying
for you at New Community regarding this big step to join our church. At New Community, we
take membership seriously. As you are getting acclimated to this new environment, we will be
walking with you through every step of that process and making sure everything goes
smoothly for you.
In order to complete the membership process, be sure to attend all of the Starting Point
classes and other classes we might recommend based on your spiritual needs. Also, you will have
the opportunity to join a Life Group. The term Life Group will become a very common phrase as
you continue to fellowship at New Community. It represents our small group Bible studies. These
groups provide an excellent opportunity for spiritual growth and the development of meaningful
relationships.
Again, we welcome you! If you have any questions as you are going through the membership
class, don’t hesitate to call the church office. If you want to speak with me directly, you may
call the church office between Tuesday and Friday.

Sincerely,

Pastor Kevin E. James, Sr. Pastor
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History and Profile of the Church
New Community Bible Fellowship is a non-denominational, Bible teaching, Christ-centered
church located in the heart of metropolitan Cleveland. The church was founded in 1994 by our
Sr. Pastor Kevin James and his wife Sister Tanya James. Though founded in 1994, the vision for
New Community was given almost a decade earlier in 1985. At that time, Pastor James—
residing in Atlanta and serving as a deacon—began mapping out and communicating a vision for
an urban church focused on specifically reaching men and helping each member grow into a
fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ. The launch of New Community began with 15 people who
met for Bible Study and prayer at a Community College on the East side of Cleveland. This group
of believers studied the Word of God, strengthened their walk with God and was taught the
vision that God had given Pastor James.
Since beginning with 15 members, God has grown New Community into a vibrant Christian
community of more than 3200 members and church leaders working together to fulfill the goal
of helping all people of all ages become devoted followers of Jesus Christ.
We are a small-group, driven ministry thus striving to see every member involved in a small
group within the church. Throughout the week, we conduct about 50 small groups and Bible
classes for children, teens and adults. We have over 50 active ministries, which allow every
member to find a place to serve and get involved in the church. We currently offer three
identical services each Sunday at 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM, and 1:00 PM. We offer other Sunday
morning and afternoon ministries for our adults, teens and children as well as special events.
Our vision is to be a church that is changing lives through the power of Jesus Christ. In keeping
with Christ’s command to go into all the earth and tell others about the good news of Jesus, our
desire is that God uses New Community as a church that has a powerful and purposeful impact
on the City of Cleveland, Northeast Ohio and all over the world.
Future goals will be realized as we- the members- maintain a relentless commitment to keep
growing to new levels in Christ. We believe that there will always be people to reach and work to
be done for the cause of Christ. In our future, we envision one day looking across our ministry
campuses and seeing people of all races and social classes’ fellowshipping together, growing
spiritually together, raising families together and- most of all- serving God together. We aspire to
be a “sending church”- birthing other ministries and sending missionaries out with the lifechanging gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Church Membership

“So, then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with
the saints and members of the household of God.” Ephesians 2:19 (NASB)

What is Church Membership?
Church membership is an essential part in the life of a follower of Christ and has been given to us for our
growth and development. Sadly, these days, the idea of belonging to a church is not given the proper
priority and importance it deserves and is therefore questioned and neglected.
Church membership is the _______________ of a Christian to be _______________ and
_______________ with a local group of believers. A church member is one who:

a. Has placed their faith in Jesus Christ.
Read: Acts 2:41 & 47, and 1 Corinthians 1:2

b. Has placed themselves under the authority of Jesus Christ.
Read: Matthew 16: 18, Ephesians 1:22-23, and Colossians 1:16-18

c. Is a devoted participant of that community of faith.
Read: Romans 16:1

d. Is formally recognized as a Christian and belonging to the universal entity called the body of
Christ.
Read: 1 Corinthians 1:1-2
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The Activities of Church Membership
When believers gather from week to week, there are certain activities which the members participate
in. These activities help us to function in harmony with one another, keep us centered on the person of
Christ and the gospel message. When new testament believers gathered:
1. They worshipped the Lord.
Read: John 4:23–24 and Philippians 3:3.
2. They encouraged one another.
Read: Hebrews 10:24 – 25.
3. They took communion together.
Read: 1 Corinthians 11: 26.
4. They read the Scriptures – God’s word together.
Read: 1 Timothy 4:13.
5. They glorified God by serving one another.
Read: 1 Peter 4:10.
6. They prayed for one another.
Read: Acts 12:5.
7. They practiced faithful giving to the Lord.
Read: 1 Corinthians 16:1-2.
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The Responsibilities of Church Membership
Membership at New Community means that every member is expected to commit themselves to the Lord
Jesus Christ and this local church in the following areas:
1. To _______________ with respect to your salvation. (1 Peter 2:2)
God’s desire is that each member takes the responsibility to regularly expose ones-self to the Word of God
and prioritize moments and opportunities for spiritual growth (e.g. Sunday worship, Prayer and Praise
service, Life Groups). These events help to foster growth so that the Holy Spirit can facilitate the process of
spiritual maturity in one’s life.
2. To _______________ in the church. (1 Peter 4:10)
This is the responsibility to use the gift(s) God has given you to serve each other and bring glory and honor
to God.
3. To _______________ support the ministries of the church. (1 Corinthians 16:1-2)
Through the practice of tithing, God provides monetarily to his saints when we give a portion back to Him,
through the local church. God expects believers to cheerfully, willfully, and generously support the
ministries of the local church for the furthering and expansion of the ministry.
4. To _______________ others into a relationship with Christ. (John 4:28-29)
God anticipates that believers will regularly and enthusiastically share the good news about His Son Jesus
and/or invite others to a church service to hear about God’s love for them.
5. To _______________ authentic and genuine relationships with other Christians. (Ecclesiastes 4:910; Hebrews 10:24-25)
God created people to be in relationship and for companionship. As believers, we are not to be in isolation
from each other but growing in community with one another so that spiritual growth can be facilitated
through prayer, bible study and accountability.
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Salvation: Joining God’s Family
God’s plan to save mankind answers the most basic and fundamental questions a person may ask namely,
“Why am I here?” and “What is the purpose and meaning of life?” In search for answers to these
questions, our natural tendency is to try and look within ourselves to come up with answers.
Fortunately, God did not leave us to ourselves! God sent His Son Jesus, so that we can have life to the full.
The good news of the gospel is that only Jesus can truly satisfy us and
fulfill us as human beings.
As believers in Jesus Christ, we profess faith alone in Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of sins and the gift of eternal life, based upon the truth that He
died in our place and rose from the dead.
Let’s look at what the Bible has to say about Salvation and why we need a
savior:

I.

When we look to ourselves
only, we usually attempt
to fulfill the meaning of
life through pleasure,
power, or possessions.

The Need for Salvation

Like Adam, we were created to have a __________________ with God and to rule all of the rest of
God’s creation.
“So, God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He
created them. 28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the
earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over
every living thing that moves on the earth." – Genesis 1:27-28 (NASB)

II.

Man’s Spiritual Condition

1. Romans 3:9 - ______Under Sin_____________________________
2. Romans 3:10 - ________ None Righteous _____________________________
3. Romans 3:11 - _____ No one Understands _________ and __ No one seeks God __
4.

III.

Romans 3:23 - ______ All have sinned _____________________________________

The Consequences of Sin
1. Man ____ sinned __________ and broke his relationship with God
2. Ephesians 2:1 - __________ Dead in sins_________________________________
3. Isaiah 59:1-2 - ____________ Separated from God _____________________
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“The wages of sin is death...” – Romans 6:23a (NLT)
1. What are wages? _______________________________________________
2. What is sin? Sin is _________________________________________________
3. What is death? ___________________________________________________

IV.

The Provision of Salvation

So, we see that Sin is the problem... and it is a big problem! Then what’s the Solution?
“…but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” – Romans 6:23b (NASB)
1. What is the gift that God offers through Jesus Christ? ____________________________________
2. Because of His love for mankind, God sent His __________________ to die for our sins.”
God Himself came to earth as a human being to bring us back to Himself. If any other way would
have worked, Jesus Christ would not have had to come.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him.”– John 3:16-17 (NIV)
“God demonstrated His love for us in that while we were still separated from God by sin, Christ
died for us.” – Romans 5:8 (NIV)

3. What made Jesus qualified to be the provision of our salvation? (2 Corinthians 5:21)
__________________________________________________________

V.

The Process of Salvation

What should our response be to this news? What must a person do to become a
follower of Jesus Christ?
1. I must ____ understand ______________ what God wants me to do.
2. I must ______ admit _________ that I am a sinner and that God has not
been first place in my life.

Our relationship to God
is not restored by
anything we do, but on
the basis of what Jesus
already did for us!

3. I must _____ believe _________ that Jesus Christ died on the cross to pay
for my sins, and that God raised Him from the dead.
4. I must _____ accept _____________ God’s free gift of salvation and not try to earn it!
“If you

confess

with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that

God

raised Him from the dead, then you will be saved.” – Romans 10:9 (NASB)
To sum it up:

We are saved

by

grace

through

faith

and not according to

works .

– Ephesians 2:8-9
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Have I Trusted Jesus as My Savior?
Look below, take a moment and ask yourself these questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Have I personally accepted Jesus as my Lord? Yes No
Have I personally accepted the fact that Jesus died for my sins? Yes No
Do I have an inward desire to please God? Yes No
Do I have a desire to know and follow God’s Word? Yes No
Do I experience an inward regret when I don’t do what God wants me to do? Yes No

If you have not taken that step to have a personal relationship with Jesus, it’s as simple as praying a prayer
of commitment like this to God:
“Dear Jesus, thank you for making me and loving me, even when I’ve ignored you and
gone my own way. I realize I need you in my life, and I’m sorry for my sins. I ask you to
forgive me. Thank you for dying on the cross for me. Please help me to understand it
more. As much as I know how, I want to follow you from now on. Please come into my life
and make me a new person inside. I accept your gift of salvation. Please help me to grow
now as a Christian.”

VI.

Sharing My Salvation Story

As a follower of Jesus Christ, you should be ready at any given time to share your story of how you have
come to faith in Jesus Christ (1 Peter 3:15)!
In space provided below, take a moment to write out your story. Use the back page if necessary.
Before I came to Jesus, I __________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________.
Then I realized ___________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________.
And today ______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________.
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Baptism
Understanding Believer’s Baptism
Jesus never asked His disciples to remember His birth. But He did instruct them to remember His death
and resurrection. He gave the church two visible symbols (called “ordinances”) as reminders of His death.
One of these ordinances is Baptism.
When people consider the topic of Baptism, two categories of questions are often asked. The first
question is a very basic one: What is the spiritual significance of baptism? The second one has to do with
traditions from the past – specifically, pre-conversion baptism. The issue in that case is, Why be baptized
as an adult believer when I was baptized as a baby?

I.

What is Baptism?

Baptism is a symbol where a believer publicly _______________with the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ and, in so doing, pledges to publicly live under His authority, and to live
under that authority through the context of the local church.
“We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”
– Romans 6:4 (NASB)

1. It illustrates Christ’s __________________ and resurrection.
2. It illustrates my __________________ as a Christian.
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has
come.” – 2 Corinthians 5:17(ESV)

II.

Why Baptize?
1. Baptism was __________________ by the Lord Jesus Christ.

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.” –Matthew 28:19-20 (NLT)

2. Baptism was __________________ by the early church.
“So those who received his word were baptized...” –Acts 2:41 (ESV)
“Simon himself believed, and after being baptized...” –Acts 8:13 (NASB)
“And many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized.” –Acts 18:8b (ESV)
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III.

Who Should Be Baptized and When?
1. Every person who has believed in Jesus Christ.
“So those who received his word were baptized...” –Acts 2:41(ESV)
“But when they believed Philip as he preached the Good News… And the name of Jesus Christ, they were
baptized, both men and women.” –Acts 8:12(ESV)

2. Anyone who has not been baptized since becoming a Christian.
3. Any Christian who has never clearly understood the meaning of baptism, even though
they may have been baptized previously.
4. I should be baptized as soon as I believe.
“Then Philip opened his mouth and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.
And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water!
What prevents me from being baptized?” And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went
down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him.” – Acts 8:35-38 (ESV)


Baptism doesn’t make you a believer — it
shows that you already believe. Baptism does
not “save” you, only your faith in Christ does.
Baptism, like a wedding ring, is the visible
demonstration of the commitment you made
in your heart!



New Community Bible Fellowship ©Starting Point Class, Revised September, 2020

12

Bible Doctrine – What We Believe
“Work hard so you can present yourself to God and receive his approval. Be a good
worker, one who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word
of truth.” – 2 Timothy 2:15(NLT)

The Bible
We believe the Holy Bible to be the inspired, inerrant and infallible Word of God. We believe the Holy
Scriptures-composed of 66- originated with God and therefore holds unique and final authority on matters
of life, faith and practice.
- 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:21

The Godhead
We believe there is but one God, eternally existent in the triune Godhead, three co-equal persons —God
the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.
Genesis 1:26; Matthew 28:19

Jesus Christ
We believe in the __________________ of Jesus Christ and that He is the only Son of God come in the
flesh to serve as the only true Mediator between God and man. We believe in His virgin birth, in His
perfect and sinless life and in His supernatural work in miracles and healing.
We also believe in the substitutionary death of Jesus, in His shed blood which atones for the sins of the
world and His bodily resurrection.
John 1:1, 14, 18; Philippians 2:5-11; 1 Corinthians 15:3-4

Holy Spirit
We believe the Holy Spirit is the Promise of the Father. He has been sent to convict the world of sin. He is
the Comforter and Teacher to the believer and places the believer in the body of Christ, indwells the
believer, filling the believer, bestowing spiritual gifts and producing spiritual fruit.
John 14:26, 16:7-11; Galatians 5:16-25
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Salvation
We believe salvation is the gift of God by ____________________ alone, through faith alone, in Jesus
Christ alone, and that this faith is manifested in works pleasing to God and agreeing with His Spirit.
Ephesians 2:8-9, James 2:17-24

Man
We believe man was created in the image of God, and through
disobedience man sinned and fell. Thus, we believe that the entire
human race became infected with sin, a depraved nature and
separation from God. - Genesis 1:27, 3:6-7; Romans 5:12; Ephesians
2:1-5

“In Essentials Unity,
In non-Essentials, Liberty,
But in all things Charity”
- Unknown

The Church
We believe the Church, ordained by God and founded by Jesus Christ
operating under called and proven leadership-is responsible for maturing and equipping the believers to
serve in advancing the Kingdom of God as they use their talents, gifts and outreach to the world.
- Matthew 16:18-19; Acts 20:28; Ephesians 4:11-12

Church Ordinances
We believe that our Lord Jesus Christ instituted the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper to be
observed by all believers until His return.
- Matthew 3:13 - 17; 1 Corinthians 11:23 - 26

Kingdom Community
We believe the result of a personal relationship with Jesus Christ is that a believer becomes a member of
His body -the church- and that the Scripture charges believers to regularly come together with other
believers in the local church to devote themselves to worship, prayer, service, teaching of the Word,
observance of baptism, the Lord’s Supper and giving offerings.
- Acts 2:41-47, 20:7; Ephesians 5:19; 1 Corinthians 16:2

Jesus’ Return
We believe that the consummation of all things includes the visible, personal, and glorious return of Jesus
Christ to __________________ His Bride, the Church, of which He is the Head. - John 14: 1-3; 1 Corinthians
15:51-54; Revelation 1:7
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Our Vision, Values and Discipleship
Strategy
Staying True to what Keeps Us Going
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Vision & Values
A vision is not about that which reflects our current reality or what is. Vision is about our dreams and
aspirations of what can be and must be.
Each Sunday when NCBF gathers together in corporate worship, we recite our purpose statement.
1. This statement conveys our _______________.
“Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained…” – Proverbs 29:18 (NASB)
“Then the LORD answered me and said, “Record the vision and inscribe it on tablets. That the one
who reads it may run.” – Habakkuk 2:2 (NASB)
2. It is a statement of what we _______________
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that works in us.” – Ephesians 3:20 (NLT)

3. It is a statement of what we are _______________ to doing.
“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” – James 1:22 (NLT)

New Community Bible Fellowship Vision Statement

We are the people of God. We are committed to learning how to follow Jesus in
every area of our lives.
The Holy Bible, the Word of God, is essential if we are to be strong, stay strong and
do great exploits for Christ.
We are committed to one another, to fellowship together, to love one another, to
worship together, to serve one another and to serve our church.
We pray for one another and we come together to pray. For we know that when
the people of God cry out to God, God has promised to do miracles in our lives,
our homes and our cities.
Therefore, once again, on this day, we dedicate ourselves to live for Christ. And
when we leave this church building today, we go out with a renewed commitment
to tell all people in every place and every walk of life about the good news and
hope found only in Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Our Slogan
Birthed out of our vision statement is the slogan:

“Changing lives through the power of Jesus Christ!”
Unpacking the Vision
“Changing Lives…”
1. Personal Salvation: Helping people form a _______________ with God.
“For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent his Son into the
world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.” – John 3:16-17 (NLT)
2. Inward Transformation: Helping people develop _______________ convictions and character.
“This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life
is gone; a new life has begun!” – 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NLT)
3. Life-Change: Helping people develop a ________________ through the power of God.
“But now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior, slander, and dirty
language. 9 Don’t lie to each other, for you have stripped off your old sinful nature and
all its wicked deeds. 10 Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know
your Creator and become like him.” – Colossians 3:8-10 (NLT)

“…through the power of Jesus Christ.”
1. Spiritual Growth: Helping people _______________ in their relationship with God.
“Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church that
day—about 3,000 in all. 42 All the believers (continually) devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s
Supper), and to prayer.” – Acts 2:41 – 42 (NLT)
2. Deliverance: Helping people get _______________ from destructive and sinful habits.
“Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if you remain
faithful to my teachings. 32 And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
– John 8:31-32 (NLT)
3. Life’s Difficulties: Helping people through personal

____________ and ______________

.

“Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too.”
– Philippians 2:4 (NLT)
“Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ.”
– Galatians 6:2 (NLT)
New Community Bible Fellowship ©Starting Point Class, Revised September, 2020
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Our Core Values
Standing behind the vision of New Community are 10 core values. These ten values play a major part in
determining our approach we take in doing ministry. They help guide our decisions and serve as the why
for what we do.

The Bible
We learn and live the truths of the Bible for the purpose of life-change and the blessings of God.
“For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting
between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.”
– Hebrews 4:12 (NLT)

Intimacy with God
We seek to experience the presence and move of God through prayer, worship and other spiritual
disciplines. We believe that this is where the most vital work of ministry is done!
“Never stop praying.” – 1 Thessalonians 5:17 (NLT)
“Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on
knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds.
And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 9 “You parents—if your children ask for a loaf of
bread, do you give them a stone instead? 10 Or if they ask for a fish, do you give them a snake? Of course
not! 11 So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your
heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask him.” – Matthew 7:7-11 (NLT)

Authenticity
We strive to be "keep it real" Christians– transparent, sharing our lives as we press to be more like Jesus!
“Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. 25 And let us not neglect our
meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return
is drawing near.” – Hebrews 10:24-25 (NLT)

Small Groups
We come together in small groups to "do life" together and experience life-change.
“And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 46 They worshiped
together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great
joy and generosity.” – Acts 2:44, 46 (NLT)
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Service
We want every one of our members to use their time, talents and treasures to serve the cause of Christ
through extraordinary acts of kindness and generosity.
“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own
special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy
and growing and full of love.” – Ephesians 4:16 (NLT)

The Family
We are committed to forming Christ in marriages and into the hearts
of parents, children and teens.
“And further, submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 22
For wives, this means submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For
a husband is the head of his wife as Christ is the head of the church.
He is the Savior of his body, the church. 24 As the church submits to
Christ, so you wives should submit to your husbands in everything.
25
For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the
church. He gave up his life for her… 33 So again I say, each man must
love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her
husband.” – Ephesians 5: 21-25, 33 (NLT)
“Children, obey your parents because you belong to the Lord, for this
is the right thing to do. 2 “Honor your father and mother.” This is the
first commandment with a promise: 4 Fathers, do not provoke your
children to anger by the way you treat them. Rather, bring them up with
the discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord.” – Ephesians 6:1-2, 4
(NLT)

“Core Values explain
who you are – your
identity. They are the
very building blocks
(or DNA) of the
ministry and explain
why we do what we
do, or why we don’t
do the thing we do.”
– Dr. Aubrey
Malphurs

Men
We are radically dedicated to strengthening men in God's truth by teaching them how to live
biblical and courageous lives.
“…then I stationed men in the lowest parts of the space behind the wall, the exposed places, and
I stationed the people in families with their swords, spears and bows. 14 When I saw their fear, I rose and
spoke to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people: “Do not be afraid of them; remember the Lord
who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives and your
houses.” – Nehemiah 4:13 – 14 (NASB)
“It is the living who give thanks to You, as I do today; A father tells his sons about Your faithfulness.”
– Isaiah 38:19 (NASB)
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Joyfulness
We desire to walk in God's joy. We express His joy through events that are festive, highly artistic and fun;
which draw people closer to Jesus.
“I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because you trust in him.
Then you will overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.” – Romans 15:13 (NLT)

Church Impact
We reach beyond our church walls, sending members and resources to help local communities and people
around the world.
“…but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” – Acts 1:8 (NLT)

Bold Faith
By faith we attempt ‘new things’ so that we are always advancing Christ and helping more people. We are
people who ‘move forward’, refusing to insult God with small thinking and safe living!
“…And the righteous will live by his faith.” – Hebrews 10:38 (NLT)
“Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we cannot see. 2 Through their
faith, the people in days of old earned a good reputation.” – Hebrews 11:1-2 (NLT)
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A Picture of Church Health
Just like the human body is made up of various systems – muscular, skeletal, nervous, respiratory, etc. –
the church needs a system to keep it going and to keep it growing! If each major system in the body is
healthy, then the whole body is healthy.
The Bible calls the church the body of Christ, and in the body, there are six key indicators that inform us
about the health of the church. If each one of these systems is healthy in a local church, then the church as
a whole will be healthy. When God’s church is healthy, it becomes the most powerful social force in the
world; able to affect change and impact society far beyond government, corporations or other social
entities.
One of the best pictures of a healthy church in the Scriptures can be found in Acts chapter 2. Let us take a
look and identify these key markers in the passage below:
“All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to
sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. 43 A deep sense of awe came
over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. 44 And all the
believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 45 They sold their
property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. 46 They worshiped
together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals
with great joy and generosity— 47 all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all
the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved.”
–Acts 2:42-47 (NLT)

Six Key Indicators to a Healthy Church:
1. A _______________ Church (v. 42)
We educate God’s people and develop them as obedient followers.
“…for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until
we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the
measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.” – Ephesians 4:12-13 (NASB)
Putting It into Action:
1. Come to Sunday service rested, with Bible and ready to take notes and to hear from God.
2. Get connected and join a Life Group/ Bible Study.
3. Get spiritually grounded in Journey Group.
4. Get connected with Adult Bible Classes.
5. Have a daily Bible reading time.
6. Listen to the Bible or sermons online.
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2. A _______________ Church (v. 43)
We intercede for God’s miraculous provision and intervention.
“‘Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know.’”
– Jeremiah 33:3 (NASB)
Putting It into Action
1. Have a daily time of prayer
2. Pray for the leaders of New Community
3. Pray for the members of New Community
4. Attend Wednesday night Prayer & Praise services at New Community
3. A _______________ Church (vs. 42, 44-46)
We care for God’s family and demonstrate God’s love.
“ Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ….10 Therefore, whenever we have
the opportunity, we should do good to everyone—especially to those in the family of faith.”
- Galatians 6:2, 10 (NLT)
Putting It into Action
1. After Sunday service, invite other members to your home for fellowship (preferably someone
you don’t know).
2. Commit to tithing (give 10% of your earnings) to the Lord through New Community Bible
Fellowship.
3. Commit to regular Sunday attendance with a goal to help or encourage somebody.
4. Send a sick or grieving member a card or encourage someone with a phone call.
5. Memorize Galatians 6:10.

4. A _______________ Church (v. 47)
We celebrate God’s presence by praising him as a congregation.
“But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit
and in truth. The Father is looking for those who will worship him that way. 24 For God is Spirit, so those
who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.” – John 4:23 - 24 (NLT)
Putting It into Action
1. Commit to regular Sunday attendance and make it a priority.
2. Spend time worshipping God every day, not just Sunday’s.
3. Realize that worship is not only singing praises, but worship to God should be reflected in
everything we do and say.
4. On Sunday mornings, come with a heart of expectancy, focused solely on worshipping God.
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5. A _______________ Church (vs. 41, 47)
We communicate God’s Word to lost people.
“It was also written that this message would be proclaimed in the authority of his name to all the
nations, beginning in Jerusalem: ‘There is forgiveness of sins for all who repent… 49 And, now I will send
the Holy Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay here in the city until the Holy Spirit comes and fills
you with power from heaven.” – Luke 24: 47, 49 (NLT)
Putting It into Action
1. Pray for people in your life who are not close to the
Lord.
2. Tell others your testimony of how you got saved or
what God has been doing in your life.
3. Invite someone to come to your Life Group with you.
4. Invite someone to come to church with you.

6. A _______________ Church
To execute God’s purposes by serving His kingdom
according to our gifts.

When a church is healthy in
these six areas, it becomes
undeniable and irrefutable that
God is at work in that church.
And when a local church is
healthy, God will use it to bring
about incredible transformation
in the lives of people, families
and society.

“Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the
apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and
teachers. 12 Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to
do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. 16 He makes the whole body fit together
perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body
is healthy and growing and full of love.” – Ephesians 4:11-12, 16 (NLT)
Putting It into Action
1. Take the spiritual gift inventory (next week)
2. Find a ministry that is in line with your passions and interests
3. Commit to serving in that ministry for one solid year
4. Even if you don’t know your gift (s), begin volunteering and serve the church in general ways.
Find a way to get involved!
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Our Discipleship Strategy
Five Groups to Influence
Many church leaders realize that there are five groups in their church that describe the people they
minister to at any given time. These five groups can also represent where most people are in terms of
their spiritual growth, and their commitment to Jesus Christ and His church. These groupings also help us
in outlining a strategy that allows us to accomplish the mission of Changing Lives Through the Power of
Jesus Christ!

Here’s how we understand each of the groups:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Community is the mission field.
The Crowd are the regular attendees of our worship services.
The Congregation are those committed to membership.
The Committed are those dedicated to personal maturity and ministry.
The C.O.R.E are those who have leadership roles at New Community.
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The Community
The COMMUNITY is comprised of those beyond the walls of the church. These are the people who do not
attend church for one reason or another. For the most part the community is made of those who have not
experienced true salvation in Christ. There are also some who are Christians, yet they do not attend
church for one reason or another.
Our goal is to reach unsaved people in the COMMUNITY and invite them to become a part of the CROWD
that attends New Community.
“For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost." - Luke 19:10 (NASB)

The Crowd
The CROWD is made up of those who attend New Community Bible Fellowship but have not joined. They
may be saved. They may not be saved. Whatever their situation, they make attendance at New
Community a regular part of their lifestyle.
When a person begins visiting New Community and becomes a part of the “CROWD”, we want to
encourage them to get more involved with some of the ministries offered at the church:
Wednesday Night Prayer Service
Life Groups
Sunday Morning Classes

Wednesday & Sunday Classes for Children and
Teens
Special Ministry Events (Finance Seminars,
Women’s Events, etc.)

Once a CROWD person is saved, our next goal in helping them to grow is to get them to become a
member!

The Congregation
The CONGREGATION is comprised of those who have gone through
membership and are formal members of New Community Bible Fellowship.
We encourage our members to grow to greater levels of involvement and
leadership by completing other classes that will mature them and allow them
to serve in a ministry at New Community. We also encourage our members to
take advantage of our Sunday morning Adult Bible Classes, our Life Groups,
our Prayer & Praise Service, and other special events designed to help them
grow in the Lord.
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The Committed
The COMMITTED in the church are those people who have completed the membership process and have
made three fundamental commitments:
1. To _______________ faithfully
2. To _______________ faithfully
3. To _______________ faithfully

The Core
The CORE is made up of all Staff, Officers and Senior Leaders at New Community Bible Fellowship. Those
who reach a core level of leadership involvement have shown they are dedicated to personally developing
for top level leadership assignments in four areas:
Coaching within the Ministry – they develop leaders and teachers for
ministry
At New Community,
we understand that as
the CORE increases,
New Community’s
capacity to reach more
people also increases.
– Pastor Kevin James

Overseeing of a Ministry - the ability to supervise major ministry
programs/ initiatives
Refining areas of Ministry - problem- solving and taking a ministry or
event to a new level
Equipping others in the Ministry - effective in counseling and developing
members for spiritual growth

At New Community, we encourage growth in leadership among all our members. We want to see our
leadership core constantly growing as members at a COMMITTED level and rising up to take on key
leadership roles in the church. We believe that in God’s plans, yesterday’s follower can be tomorrow’s
leader!
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The ‘4E’ Strategy
The question then becomes, how do we move people through each of these levels of commitment? How
do we develop people so that they move from the Community to the CORE?
Our discipleship strategy is wrapped around four simple words that enable us to communicate both
internally and externally the how of what we do. These four words flow out of our core values, our
mission, and our vision.
Our desire is that members of NCBF:
•
•
•
•

_______________ God
Are _______________ to Grow in Faith
Are _______________ in Service
_______________ the World

Encounter God
We desire that every person have a personal Encounter with God through a relationship with Jesus Christ.
To that end, we accomplish this in the following ways:

“But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an ungifted man enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to
account by all; the secrets of his heart are disclosed; and so he will fall on his face and worship
God, declaring that God is certainly among you.” –1 Corinthians 14:24-25 (NASB)

Equipped to Grow
Our desire is that once a person has a personal Encounter with God, they begin to “grow in the grace and
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:16-18). At New Community, this is how we EQUIP our
members:
Journey Group
This will be the first step new members take immediately following the completion of New Members
Orientation. This is a new member's first opportunity to fellowship and study with other members, in a
small group setting for about 8 weeks. This is a group where people will connect with each other and
become grounded in their faith.
Christian Foundations/ABF (1-5)
These Bible courses focus on foundational principles and general theology. Classes are held concurrently
with Life Groups.
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Life Groups (Men, Women, Couples, Teens, Kids)
These are gatherings of people in similar life seasons or interests who share a regular time of fellowship
and Bible study.

Engaged in Service
When we experience God’s grace in our lives, there is a natural tendency to honor the Lord by serving
Him. Our desire is that every member be Engaged in service to the Lord Jesus and His church.
At New Community, we will be ENGAGED in service by:
S.H.A.P.E Assessments
Helping members understand and identify their unique S.H.A.P.E (spiritual gifting, heart, abilities,
passions, and experiences).
Ministry Selection
We aid members in the selection of one or (no more than) two areas of ministry according to gifts and
abilities. Members are asked to make a one-year commitment to their ministry of choice.
Leadership Development
As members serve and are maturing in ministry, they are identified as leaders and are trained to lead out
in the areas they believe God is leading them.

“As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God.” 1 Peter 4:10 (NASB)

Evangelize the World
Our mission as a church is the same one Jesus gave His disciples
before His departure. As people who have had an Encounter with
God through Christ, who are Equipped, and Engaged in service, we
Evangelize our world because we want others to encounter God as
well.
At New Community we will EVANGELIZE through:
Service Projects
➢ Make Cleveland Better
Missions Trips
➢ Haiti, Ghana, India
➢ Missionary Support
Beyond the Walls
➢ REACH Team(s)
➢ Special Events

Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the
name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe
all that I commanded
you....”
–Matthew 28:19-20

➢ Beyond
These Walls
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4E Discipleship Strategy Illustrated
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Lifestyles and Maturity
Staying True to what Keeps Us Growing
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[He makes], the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special
work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing
and full of love. – Ephesians 4:16 (NLT)

At New Community, our hope is that you desire and strive to be a fully developed follower of Jesus Christ.
Like a tree that flourishes in healthy soil, so it is in the life of a believer. In order for you to grow and
mature, the environment has to be optimal to reach this desired result. At New Community, we realize
our responsibility, and we continually strive - with God’s help - to create such an environment.
While that is our responsibility as a church, we realize that spiritual development and maturity takes
individual intentionality. With that, we have outlined seven habits that when practiced regularly, will help
you mature in your walk with Christ:

Bible Study & Reflection
Prayer
Fasting
Fellowship with other Believers
Service
Tithing / Financial Stewardship
Evangelism

In the following pages we will take some time to look at each habit and discipline. Our prayer is that you
will cultivate each one in your daily lives!
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Life Styles of the Believer
I.

Bible Study & Reflection
1. The purpose of bible reading is to increase our ability to ______________ God’s voice and
____________ His word.
“But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise,
you are only fooling yourselves.” – James 1:22 (NLT)
“[Bible] Study is a specific
kind of experience in
which through careful
attention to reality the
mind is enabled to move
in a certain direction.…
The mind will always take
on an order conforming
to the order upon which
it concentrates.”
– Richard Foster

2. The purpose of reflecting on the Scriptures is to help us see things
from God’s perspective. In reflection, we understand ourselves in light
of who God is.
3.

“For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man
who looks at his natural face in a mirror; 24 for once he has looked at
himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of
person he was. 25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the
law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer
but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.”
–
James 1:23-25

4. A disciple is one who is fully committed to regular _______________ of the _______________.
“…like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to
salvation, 3 if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.” - 1 Peter 2:2-3 (NASB)

5. Will you make a commitment to read and study the Bible?

Yes

No

If yes, how will you practically work this out? ____________________________________________
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Life Styles of the Believer
II.

Prayer
1. Prayer is _______________ with God. Through prayer, we speak to Him and He speaks to us.
“‘Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not
know.’” – Jeremiah 33:3 (NASB)
2. In prayer, we _______________ God as the ultimate authority and submit to His will. We align
ourselves with His Kingdom purposes.
“Pray then in this way, ‘Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name, Your Kingdom come,
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.’” – Matthew 6:9-10 (NASB)
3. The purpose of prayer is not to change God; prayer changes us. When we pray, God graciously
_______________ the intents of our hearts and sets us free from things that bind us.
“What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Don’t they come from the evil desires at war
within you? 2 You want what you don’t have, so you scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous of what
others have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and wage war to take it away from them. Yet you don’t
have what you want because you don’t ask God for it. 3 And even when you ask, you don’t get it
because your motives are all wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure.” – James 4:1-3 (NLT)
4. God invites us to come ___________________ before Him to receive what we need.
“So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will
find grace to help us when we need it most.” – Hebrews 4:16 (NLT)
5. Will you make a commitment to pray daily and participate in church-wide prayer endeavors?
Yes
No
If yes, how will you practically work this out? ____________________________________________
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Life Styles of the Believer
III.

Fasting
1. Fasting is a God _______________, discipline of refraining from food (or other pleasures or
delicacies) and concentrating on Bible study, biblical meditation, and prayer for the purpose of
greater _______________ with God.
“That is why the Lord says, “Turn to me now, while there is time. Give me your hearts. Come with
fasting, weeping, and mourning. 13 Don’t tear your clothing in your grief but tear your hearts instead.”
Return to the Lord your God, for he is merciful and compassionate, slow to get angry and filled with
unfailing love. He is eager to relent and not punish... 15 Blow the ram’s horn in Jerusalem! Announce a
time of fasting; call the people together for a solemn meeting. 16 Gather all the people— the elders,
the children, and even the babies. Call the bridegroom from his quarters and the bride from her private
room. 17 Let the priests, who minister in the Lord’s presence, stand and weep between the entry room
to the Temple and the altar. Let them pray, “Spare your people, Lord! Don’t let your special possession
become an object of mockery.” – Joel 2:12-13; 15-17
2. Biblical fasting must ALWAYS _______________ on God. If our fasting is not unto God, we have
failed.
“Say to all your people and your priests, ‘During these seventy years of exile, when you fasted and
mourned in the summer and in early autumn, was it really for me that you were fasting? 6 And even
now in your holy festivals, aren’t you eating and drinking just to please yourselves?”
– Zechariah 7:5-6 (NLT)
3. Biblical fasting always centers on _______________ _______________.
“Then he said, “‘Don’t be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day you began to pray for understanding and to
humble yourself before your God, your request has been heard in heaven. I have come in answer to
your prayer. 13 But for twenty-one days the spirit prince of the kingdom of Persia blocked my way. Then
Michael, one of the archangels, came to help me, and I left him there with the spirit prince of the
kingdom of Persia. 14 Now I am here to explain what will happen to your people in the future, for this
vision concerns a time yet to come.’” – Daniel 10:12-14 (NLT)
4. While fasting is not commanded in the Scriptures, it is most always _______________ as a
discipline.
“When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show others
they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full.” – Matthew 6:16 (NIV)
5. Fasting can bring divine _______________ and _______________.
“...Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For if
you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you
and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for
such a time as this?” 15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather together all the Jews
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who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my attendants
will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I
perish, I perish.” – Esther 4:13 – 16 (NIV)
6. Fasting reveals what we are _______________ to and gives us power over our appetites.
“You say, “I am allowed to do anything”—but not everything is good for you. And even though “I am
allowed to do anything,” I must not become a slave to anything.” – 1 Corinthians 6:12
7. Will you make a commitment to consider participating in church wide fasts as they occur?
Yes

No

Not yet (explain):_____________________________________________________


“It is sobering to realize that the very first statement Jesus made about
fasting dealt with the question of motive. To use good things to our own
ends is always the sign of false religion. How easy it is to take something
like fasting and try and use it to get God to do what we want. At times
there is such stress upon the blessings and benefits of fasting that we
could be tempted to believe that with a little fast we could have the
world, including God, eating out of our hands.”
– Richard Foster
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Life Styles of the Believer
IV.

Fellowship & Service
1. As members of New Community, we live in _______________ with one another. The Greek word
for fellowship is Koinonia, which means sharing things in common, communion, or partnership.
“This makes for harmony among the members, so that all the members care for each other. 26 If one
part suffers, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all the parts are glad."
– 1 Corinthians 12:25-26 (NLT)
2. The church should be a place where the members treat one another as _______________.
“Never speak harshly to an older man, but appeal to him respectfully as though he were your own
father. Talk to the younger men as you would to your own brothers. 2 Treat the older women as you
would your mother and treat the younger women with all purity as your own sisters.”
– 1 Timothy 5:1-2 (NLT)
3. As a Spirit-filled church community, we strive to maintain a spirit of _______________, joy and
gladness toward each other.
“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.”
– 1 Thessalonians 5:11 (NLT)
“So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate
their food with gladness and simplicity of heart.” –Acts 2:46 (NKJV)
4. When a hurt or offense occurs between fellow Christians, God calls us to seek _______________
with one another.
"If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the offense. If the other person listens
and confesses it, you have won that person back. 16 But if you are unsuccessful, take one or two others
with you and go back again, so that everything you say may be confirmed by two or three witnesses. 17
If that person still refuses to listen, take your case to the church. If the church decides you are right, but
the other person won't accept it, treat that person as a pagan or a corrupt tax collector.
–Matthew 18:15-17 (NLT)
5. The Bible tells us to _______________ one another stay strong in our Christian walk.
“Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their labor. 10 For if they fall, one will
lift up his companion. But woe to him who is alone when he falls, for he has no one to help him up.”
– Ecclesiastes 4:9, 10 (NKJV)

6. Will you make a commitment to join a small group, develop healthy God-honoring relationships,
and be connected with other believers?
Yes
No
Not yet (explain):_____________________________________________________
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V. Service
1. The ultimate reason for service in the church is so that God is Glorified in Christ!
“Do you have the gift of speaking? Then speak as though God himself were speaking through you. Do
you have the gift of helping others? Do it with all the strength and energy that God supplies. Then
everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ. All glory and power to him forever and
ever! Amen.” – 1 Peter 4:11 (NLT)
2. We serve those in the church (and outside the church) also because of our Gratitude for what
Christ has done for us.
“And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has
done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the
way to worship him.” – Romans 12:1 (NLT)
3. Our gifts come from Jesus Christ who has given Gifts to his body (the church). As members of the
body of Christ, there is no such thing as a Saint who does not serve.
“However, he has given each one of us a special gift through the generosity of Christ… 11 Now, these are the
gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 12
Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. 13
This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be
mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ. 14Then we will no longer be
like immature children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of teaching. We will not be
influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever, they sound like the truth... 16 He makes the whole
body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that
the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love. – Ephesians 4:7, 11-14, 16 (NLT)

4. We serve in the church not to fulfill our personal interests, but to serve the Common good of the
body of Christ.
“A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other.” – 1 Corinthians 12:7 (NLT)
“Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of
Christ.” – Ephesians 4:12 (NLT)

5. Will you make a commitment to use your gift(s) and passions to serve in a ministry at NCBF?
Yes
No
Not yet (explain):_________________________________________________
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“God doesn’t want you to serve just because it is
commanded. He wants you to serve because of His
grace poured out in your life. The more you
understand grace, the easier it is to serve.
“Grace is all that God has done for you, without
charging you anything. That’s a lot of grace, enough
to keep you for all eternity. When we put our service
up against the measurement of God’s grace, there is
nothing we can do but serve Him gladly.”
– Dr. Tony Evans
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Life Styles of the Believer
VI.

Understanding Giving
1. Giving to God reminds the Christian that _______________ we have is _______________ by God.
"But who am I, and who are my people, that we could give anything to you? Everything we have has
come from you, and we give you only what you first gave us!” - 1 Chronicles 29:14 (NLT)
“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to him.”
– Psalm 24:1 (NLT)
2. The giving of our financial resources is an act of _______________ to the Lord.
“O nations of the world recognize the Lord; recognize that the Lord is glorious and strong. 8 Give to the
Lord the glory he deserves! Bring your offering and come into his presence....”
–1 Chronicles 16 28-29 (NLT)
3. Giving to the Lord is an important expression of our _______________ and _______________ to
Him.
"No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be
loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 25 Therefore I say to you,
do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you
will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? … 33 But seek first the kingdom
of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. – Matthew 6:24-25, 33 (NKJV)
4. Giving to God allows the Christian to invest in what matters most: _______________.
“Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which is so
unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. 18 Tell them
to use their money to do good. They should be rich in good works and generous to those in need,
always being ready to share with others. 19 By doing this they will be storing up their treasure as a
good foundation for the future so that they may experience true life.” –1 Timothy 6:17-19 (NLT)
5. Tithing gives the Christian a unique opportunity to walk by_______________ and watch God
provide.
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house. Test me in this," says
the Lord Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much
blessing that you will not have room enough to store it.” –Malachi 3:10 (NIV)
6. The Christian should tithe as a ___________________________.
“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops. 10 Then your barns will be filled
to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.” –Proverbs 3:9 - 10 (NIV)
7. To give a tithe to the Lord is to give a _______________ of the income God blesses me with.
8. Giving an “offering” represents anything I give in _______________ to giving a tithe/ tenth.
New Community Bible Fellowship ©Starting Point Class, Revised September, 2020

40

“Count off every tenth animal from your herds and flocks and set them apart for the Lord as holy.”
– Leviticus 27:32 (NLT)

“Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 22 At this the man's
face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. 23 Jesus looked around and said to his
disciples, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!" - Mark 10:21-23 (NIV)
9. Will you make a commitment to generosity, and give to the Lord by tithing, through New
Community?
Yes
No
Not yet (explain):____________________________________________________









“A disciple gives regularly and honors God with their
finances… Giving is a lordship decision ultimately, in
which we turn over control of our money to Christ.
Giving is an evidence of our gratitude for what
Christ has done for us in redemption.”



– Francis Cosgrove, Jr.
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Life Styles of the Believer
VII.

Evangelism
1. The word ‘gospel’ means _____________________. As believers, we evangelize or spread the
good news because Jesus commanded us to do so.
“And then he told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone.”
– Mark 16: 15 (NLT)
2. The gospel includes these three parts as part of its message: the death, burial and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. This is the message that we must share with unbelievers.
“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the
Scriptures…” – 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (ESV)
3. The GREAT COMMISSION of Jesus Christ should be the _______________ PRIORITY and concern
of every church ministry and INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIAN.
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be
sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” – Matthew 28: 19-20 (NLT)
4. Our _______________ to Evangelize must flow out of God’s desire to see NO ONE spend Eternity
without Him.
“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” – 2 Corinthians 5:20 (NASB)
“The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance." – 2 Peter 3:9 (NASB)
5. Before we share Christ with others, we must always remember to pray.
Jesus said, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore, pray the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into His harvest." Matthew 9:37 – 38 (NASB)
“For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword and piercing as far
as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and
intentions of the heart.” – Hebrews 4:12 (NASB)
6. Will you make a commitment to be equipped to share your faith if you need help in this area?
(e.g. attend Dare to Share workshops when they are offered)
Yes
No
Not yet (explain):_____________________________________________________
7. Will you make a commitment to share the good news of Jesus Christ with family, friends, and
others?
Yes
No
Not yet (explain):_____________________________________________________
New Community Bible Fellowship ©Starting Point Class, Revised September, 2020

42


“Evangelism is expressing what I possess in Christ
and explaining how I came to possess it… It is
displaying the universals of God’s character – His
love, His righteousness, His justice, and His
faithfulness – through the particulars of everyday
life… It is the constant and spontaneous outflow of
our individual and corporate experience of Christ.
More specifically it is what Christ does through the
activity of His children as they are involved in
proclamation, fellowship, and service.”
– Joseph Aldrich
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YOUR S.H.A.P.E
Knowing Your Spiritual Gifts
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“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” – Ephesians 2:10

Why

Am I

Here?
At some point in our lives, we are confronted with a very basic, foundational question. When that
question is answered, it possesses the potential to unlock joy, freedom, and significance to our lives for
which we long. The question we all want an answer to is “What am I here for? or What is my purpose?”
This is a power packed question!
While many people try to find their meaning and significance in other people and things (money, power,
success, etc.), the answer to this question can only be experienced to its fullest, when someone has a
personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ. Because God is our cosmic designer, he has
intentionally made us for a specific purpose. God created us to serve Him and to make his name famous.
To facilitate this, He has given us certain experiences, a particular personality, unique abilities and
passions (or heart). When all of these combine with our spiritual gift(s) - which are given at the point of
our salvation – you are now ready to serve, and experience the joy of being what God has created you to
be! These five elements: Spiritual Gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality, and Experiences are what we call our
S.H.A.P.E! Your SHAPE outlines the essentials qualities that determine how you are wired, how God has
called you to serve, and how He will most likely use you to serve Him.

Introduction
Take 2-3 minutes and answer either question at your table:
1. If money were not an object, what would you do professionally?
2. What activities do you do that other people have said you excel in?
3. What are you most passionate about?

The Purpose of Ministry
1. God uses Pastors and leaders to _______________ people for the work of the ministry.
“And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors
and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of
Christ…” – Ephesians 4:11-12 (NASB)
2. God wants to use me to help grow His Church.
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The Priority of Ministry
Why Should I Care?
1. I’ve been _______________ for ministry!
“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them.” - Ephesians 2:10 (NASB)
2. I’ve been _______________ for ministry! I am saved to serve!
“[He] who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own
purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began.” – 2 Timothy 1:9 (ESV)
3. I’ve been _______________ into ministry!
“I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which
you have been called.” – Ephesians 4:1(ESV)
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that
you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”
– 1 Peter 2:9 (ESV)
4. I’ve been _______________ for ministry!
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”
–1 Peter 4:10 (ESV)
5. I’ve been _______________for and commanded to ministry!
“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit...” –Matthew 28:18-19 (ESV)
“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ...” – 2 Corinthians 5:20(ESV)
6. I’m to be _______________ for ministry!
“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the
saints for the work of ministry...” – Ephesians 4:11-12 (ESV)
7. The body of Christ _______________ my ministry!
“…from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies,
according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the
building up of itself in love.” Ephesians 4:16 (NASB)
8. I am _______________ for my ministry!
“So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.” - Romans 14:12 (NASB)
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9. I will be _______________ for my ministry!
“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you
will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.”
– Colossians 3:23-24 (NASB)

The Principles for Ministry and Service
God is consistent in His plan for each of our lives. He would not give us inborn talents and temperaments,
spiritual gifts, and all sorts of life experiences and then not use them! By reviewing and studying these
factors, we can discover the ministry He has for us... the unique way God intends for us to serve Him.
1. My ministry is determined by my S.H.A.P.E.!
2. The two results and blessings of discovering the ministry I’ve been shaped for are:
FULFILLMENT
FRUITFULNESS
3. In discovering my unique design (S.H.A.P.E.) for ministry, I will commit to developing and using my
God-given gifts and abilities in serving god and others through my church family.
4. In discovering my S.H.A.P.E., I will select and begin serving in the ministry of my church that best
EXPRESSES what God made me to be.
5. I will select a primary ministry and a secondary ministry. My primary ministry is where I’m
_______________. My secondary ministry is where I’m _______________.


Who God made me to BE determines what
He intends for me to DO. I will understand
the purpose for which I was created when I
understand the kind of person I am. This is
the secret of knowing God’s will for my life!
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How Has God Shaped Me?
God has been molding and shaping you for ministry for this time since you were born! In fact, God started
uniquely shaping even before you were born!
“For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am
fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. My frame was not
hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes
saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for
me, when as yet there was none of them.” – Psalm 139:13-16 (ESV)
1. I was ___________________ for a purpose!
2. I am _______________________________!
3. I am _______________ _______________!

S_______________________ – What am I gifted to do?________________________________________
The divine enablement to accomplish the ministry God has given you.
“But each has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another.” - 1 Corinthians 7:7b (ESV)

H_____________ – What do I love to do? What people do I love? What causes do I love?
This is the passion that God has placed inside of you for people, issues and needs.
“For it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.” – Philippians 2:13 (ESV)

A______________– What natural talents and skills do I have? ___
The skills that God has blessed you to develop will allow you to fulfill God’s purpose for your life.
“... and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all
craftsmanship... and in the hearts of all who are skillful I have put skill, that they may make all that I have
commanded you…” – Exodus 31:3, 6b(ESV)

P_______________– Where does my personality best suit me to serve? __________________________
Your unique temperament and human nature that explains who you are and why you do the things that
you do. God uses this in order to fulfill His purpose in our lives.
“For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.” – 1 Corinthians 2:11(ESV)

E_______________ – What spiritual experiences have I had? What painful experiences have I had?
What educational experiences have I had? What ministry experiences have I had? _____
_____
The life experiences (good and bad) that God has taken you through. They have not only helped define
who you are but how you are to be used by God.
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ… 4 who comforts us in all our affliction so that we
will be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are
comforted by God.” –2 Corinthians 1:3a, 4 (ESV)
SUCCESS IS DOING WHAT GOD MADE ME TO DO!
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Unwrapping Your Spiritual Gift
God has gifted you with an expression of His Holy Spirit to support His vision and mission of the church. It
is a worldwide vision to reach all people with the gospel of Christ. As a servant leader, God’s desire is that
you know how He has gifted you.
These New Testament scriptures: Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, 28-30; Ephesians 4:11; and 1
Peter 4:9-11 contain representative lists of gifts and roles God has given to the church. A definition of
these gifts follows below.

Spiritual Gifts
Leadership - Leadership aids the body by leading and directing members to accomplish the goals and
purposes of the church. Leadership motivates people to work together in unity toward common goals
(Romans 12:8).
Administration - Persons with the gift of administration lead the body by steering others to remain on
task. Administration enables the body to organize according to God-given purposes and long-term goals
(1 Corinthians 12:28).
Teaching - Teaching is instructing members in the truths and doctrines of God’s Word for the purposes of
building up, unifying, and maturing the body (1 Corinthians 12:28; Romans 12:7; Ephesians 4:11).
Knowledge - The gift of knowledge manifests itself in teaching and training in discipleship. It is the Godgiven ability to learn, know, and explain the precious truths of God’s Word. A word of knowledge is a
Spirit-revealed truth (1 Corinthians 12:28).
Wisdom - Wisdom is the gift that discerns the work of the Holy Spirit in the body and applies His teachings
and actions to the needs of the body (1 Corinthians 12:28).
Prophecy - The gift of prophecy is proclaiming the Word of God boldly. This builds up the body and leads
to conviction of sin. Prophecy manifests itself in preaching and teaching (1 Corinthians 12:10; Romans
12:6).
Discernment - Discernment aids the body by recognizing the true intentions of those within or related to
the body. Discernment tests the message and actions of others for the protection and well-being of the
body (1 Corinthians 12:10).
Exhortation - Possessors of this gift encourage members to be involved in and enthusiastic about the work
of the Lord. Members with this gift are good counselors and motivate others to service. Exhortation
exhibits itself in preaching, teaching, and ministry (Romans 12:8).
Shepherding - The gift of shepherding is manifested in persons who look out for the spiritual welfare of
others. Although pastors, like shepherds, do care for members of the church, this gift is not limited to a
pastor or staff member (Ephesians 4:11).
Faith - Faith trusts God to work beyond the human capabilities of the people. Believers with this gift
encourage others to trust in God in the face of apparently insurmountable odds (1 Corinthians 12:9).
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Evangelism - God gifts his church with evangelists to lead others to Christ effectively and enthusiastically.
This gift builds up the body by adding new members to its fellowship (Ephesians 4:11).
Apostleship - The church sends apostles from the body to plant churches or be missionaries. Apostles
motivate the body to look beyond its walls in order to carry out the Great Commission (1 Corinthians
12:28; Ephesians 4:11).
Service/Helps - Those with the gift of service/helps recognize practical needs in the body and joyfully give
assistance to meeting those needs. Christians with this gift do not mind working behind the scenes (1
Corinthians 12:28; Romans 12:7).
Mercy - Cheerful acts of compassion characterize those with the gift of mercy. Persons with this gift aid
the body by empathizing with hurting members. They keep the body healthy and unified by keeping
others aware of the needs within the church (Romans 12:8).
Giving - Members with the gift of giving give freely and joyfully to the work and mission of the body.
Cheerfulness and liberality are characteristics of individuals with this gift (Romans 12:8).
Hospitality - Those with this gift have the ability to make visitors, guests, and strangers feel at ease. They
often use their home to entertain guests. Persons with this gift integrate new members into the body
(1 Peter 4:9).


“DaVinci painted one Mona Lisa,
Beethoven created one Fifth Symphony,
and God made one version of. You’re it!
You’re the only you there is! And if we
don’t get you, we don’t get you. You’re the
only shot we have at you. You can do
something no one else can do in a fashion
no one else can do it.”
– Max Lucado
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APPENDIX: THE MEANING OF BAPTISM
Understanding Believers Baptism
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Baptism
As previously mentioned, Christ gave the church two ordinances: water baptism and the Lord’s Table (or
what is commonly referred to as Communion or the Eucharist). An ordinance is a ceremony or rite
appointed by Christ to be administered in the context of the local church as a visible sign of the saving
truth of the Christian faith.
The primary meaning of the word for baptism is identification. In New Testament times, it was used of
dipping a cloth into a dye so that the cloth became completely identified with the dye by absorbing its
color. The cloth was immersed in the dye until it took on the characteristics of the dye. Hence it
underwent a complete identity change.1

The Meaning of Baptism
1. It illustrates Christ’s ________________ and ________________________.
“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, 4and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures…” – 1
Corinthians 15:3-4 (NASB)
“...having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the
working of God, who raised Him from the dead.” – Colossians 2:12 (NASB)

2. It illustrates my ____________________ with Christ.
“Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?
Therefore, we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.” – Romans 6:3-4 (NKJV)

3. It illustrates my ______________________ as a Christian.
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have
come.” – 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV)

4. It illustrates the new believers being placed in the _______________ _______________ – the
body of Christ.
“For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and
we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14For the body is not one member, but many.”
–1
Corinthians 12:13-14 (NASB)

5. It illustrates the _______________ _______________ of the Holy Spirit.
“But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5He saved us, not on the
basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ
our Savior…” – Titus 3:4-6 (NASB)

1

God’s Glorious Church, Dr. Tony Evans
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Remember…
6. It demonstrates but does not bring _______________. BAPTISM DOES NOT “SAVE” YOU.
7. Baptism, like a wedding ring, is an outward symbol of the inward _______________ you have
made in your heart to Jesus Christ.
“For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result
of works, so that no one may boast.” –Ephesians 2:8-9 (NASB)

“And that water is a picture of baptism, which now saves you, not by removing dirt from your body, but as
a response to God from a clean conscience. It is effective because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”
– 1Peter 3:21 (NLT)

Method of Baptism
We baptize by way of _____________________. Every baptism in the Bible was performed this way. Jesus
was also baptized this way!
“After his baptism, as Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove and settling on him.” – Matthew 3:16 (NLT)
The word baptize means “to dip, to plunge, submerge or immerse.”
“He ordered the carriage to stop, and they went down into the water, and Philip baptized him.”
– Acts 8:38 (NLT)

Motive of Baptism
1. It is a _______________ of Jesus Christ.
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit…” – Matthew 28:19 (NASB)
2. It is a ___________________ of my faith in Jesus Christ. Baptism shows that I have believed and as
a _______________, I become a Christian.
“So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three
thousand souls.” – Acts 2:41 (NASB)
3. It brings personal ___________________ and joy.
“When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; and the eunuch no
longer saw him but went on his way rejoicing.” – Acts 8:39 (NLT)
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New Community Bible Fellowship Membership Handbook
Revised September 2020

The 10 Commandments of Changing Churches
“Those who are planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish in the courts of our God.”
(Psalm 92:13- NKJV)

1. Examine yourself to make sure you are walking right with God (and fellow- believers) before
making such a major decision. (Acts 24:16; Matthew 7:1-5)
2. Make sure you’ve heard from God when you decide to leave a church.
(1 Timothy 1:3; Proverbs 3:5-6)
3. 3Be willing to wait once God speaks. Show patience for the right timing to leave.
(Psalm 62:1-5; Isaiah 40:31)
4. Maintain a humble and submitted spirit while leaving a church. (Philippians 2:14-16)
5. Seek to get the blessings of your current church before leaving.
(Hebrews 13:17/ 1 Corinthians 14:40)
6. Never dishonor or speak against a leader or a church you are leaving.
(1 Pet 2:13-21; 2 Pet 2:10-12; 1 Thes. 5:12-13)
7. Never make decisions based on secondhand information. (Proverbs 18:13-17)
8. Do not leave with others or take others with you.
(Proverbs 6:16-19; Romans 16:17-19; Titus 3:10-11)
9. Do not leave a church simply because you’ve been disappointed, offended or hurt.
(Colossians 3:12-14)
10. While in transition, stay in fellowship with God’s people- a local church. (Hebrews 10:24-25)
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A Key Perspective to Remember Concerning Baptism
by Pastor Kevin E. James
Baptism can be a confusing issue. Some people get baptized as a child or before they are saved. Then they
become a Christian at a later time. If this is you, you must understand that biblical baptism should only be
exercised after you have truly experienced salvation.
Baptism is an outward symbol of the inward work God has done in your heart (Rom. 6:3,4). So, if you were
baptized at some prior time before God did the inward work of saving you, then your prior baptism did not
really fulfill its biblical purpose. To be baptized before being saved is like wearing a wedding ban, yet not
being married. The symbol loses its significance.
The Bible clearly teaches that baptism is to follow after true salvation (Mat. 28:19, 20; Acts 2:41; Acts 8:36).
So, if you have just become a Christian, then you should be baptized, regardless of whether you were
baptized at an earlier time.
I had to face this scriptural truth in my own life. I was baptized as a child, but I was not really saved. Growing
up in the church, I just went through the religious motions of doing what a good boy should do. Once I
became a Christian, I realized the biblical purpose of baptism. At that point I made a decision to present
myself for believers’ baptism out of obedience to the timing that Scripture teaches baptism should occur.
When you get baptized, be sure to invite all your family and friends, especially those who are not saved.
You may think that all they will do is criticize you or make fun of you. But God will use everything you doeven your baptism- to speak to their hearts and draw them to Jesus. You may not see the outward fruit
right away, but God is doing an inward work on them that will eventually explode into their practical reality.

New Community Bible Fellowship ©Starting Point Class, Revised September, 2020

58

Understanding Believer’s Baptism
Jesus never asked His disciples to remember His birth. But He did instruct them to remember His
death and resurrection. He gave the church two visible symbols (called “ordinances”) as reminders
of His death. The first of these ordinances is Baptism.

1.

The Meaning of Baptism
A.

It is a picture of Christ’s Burial and resurrection
1 Corinthians 15:3 & 4
Christ died for our sins... He was buried...and He rose again.
Colossians 2:12
For when you are baptized, you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you were also
raised with Christ

B.

It is a picture of my New Life as a Christian
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV)
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away;
behold, all things have become new.

C.

It is a picture of the new believer identifying with Christ- His new Master
Romans 6:3-4 (NIV)
Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father,
we too may live a new life.

D.

It is a picture of the new believer being placed in the church family- the Body
of Christ.
1 Corinthians 12:13-14 (NKJV)
13
For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--whether Jews or Greeks,
whether slaves or free--and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.
14
For in fact the body is not one member but many.

E.

It is a picture of the inward cleansing work of the Holy Spirit (regeneration)
Acts 22:16 (NKJV)
And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins,
calling on the name of the Lord.'
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Titus 3:4-6 (NKJV)
4
But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared,
5
not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy
He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy
Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior,

F.

Important Facts to Remember about Baptism
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Baptism doesn’t make you a Christian.
Baptism shows that you have believed and as a result, you’ve become
a Christian.
Baptism does not “save” you.
Only your faith in Christ saves you.
Baptism is like a wedding ring- the outward symbol of the commitment
you made in your heart.

Ephesians 2:8-9
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith...it is the gift of God — not by works, so
that no one can boast.
1 Corinthians 1:17
For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words,
lest the cross of Christ should be made of no effect.
1 Peter 3:21 (NIV)
and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not the removal of dirt from the
body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ

2.

Who Should Be Baptized?
A.

Every person who has believed in Christ.
Acts 2:41
Those who believed and accepted His message were baptized...
Acts 8:13
Simon himself believed and was baptized...
Acts 8:12
But when they believed Philip as he preached the Good News...and the name of
Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.”
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3.

Why Should I Be Baptized?
A.

To follow the example set by Jesus.
Mark 1:9
At that time Jesus came from Nazareth and was baptized by John in the river.

B.

Because Christ commands it.
Matthew 28:19-20
Jesus said, “Go then, to all people everywhere and make them my disciples, baptize
them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and then teach them to
obey everything I have commanded you.”

C.

It Demonstrates that I Really am a Christian/ Believer
Acts 18:8
...many of the people who heard Him believed and were baptized.
We know that we have come to know Him, if we obey His commands.
1 John 2:3 (NKJV)
Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.

4.

Why Should I Be Baptized by Immersion?
A.

Because Jesus was baptized that way.
Matthew 3:16
As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water.

B.

Every baptism in the Bible was by immersion.
Acts 8:38-39
...then both Philip and the man went down into the water and Philip
When they came up out of the water..

1.
2.
3.

baptized him.

The word “Baptize” means to “dip water”.
The Greek word baptizo means to immerse or dip under water.
Immersion best symbolizes the burial and resurrection aspects of
baptism.
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Romans 6:3-4
Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death? Therefore, we were buried with Him through baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even
so we also should walk in newness of life.

5.

When Should I Be Baptized?
A.

As soon as possible when you become a Christian!
Acts 2:41
Those who believed...were baptized...that day! Acts 2:41
Acts 8:35-38
Then Philip began with the scripture and told him the Good News about Jesus. As
they traveled along the road, they came to some water, and the man said, “Look, here
is water! Why shouldn’t I be baptized right now?” Philip said, “If you believe with all
your heart, you may.” The man answered, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God.” So they went down into the water and Philip baptized him. Acts 8:35-38

There is no reason to delay. As soon as you have decided to receive Christ into your
life, you can and should be baptized. If you wait until you are “perfect”, you’ll never
feel “good enough”!

Children and Baptism
Some churches practice a “baptism of confirmation” for children. This ceremony is intended to be a
covenant between the parents and God on the behalf of the child. The parents promise to raise their
child in the faith until the child is old enough to make his own personal confession of Christ. This
custom began about 300 years after the Bible was completed. This is different from the baptism
talked about in the Bible. Since we see no biblical precedent for it, we do not practice this ceremony
at New Community Bible Fellowship.
At New Community, we wait until our children are old enough to believe and understand the true
meaning of baptism before we baptize them. We will not baptize a child younger than the age of six.
At New Community Bible Fellowship, it is a membership requirement that every member must
have been baptized the way Jesus demonstrated, even though many of us were “confirmed” as
children or baptized prior to believing and becoming a Christian.
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Lord’s Supper- Remembering Our Jesus’ Death & Resurrection
Jesus never asked His disciples to remember His birth. But He did instruct them to remember His
death and resurrection. He gave the church two visible symbols (called “ordinances”) as reminders
of His death. The second ordnance is The Lord’s Supper.

1.

What is the Lord’s Supper?
A.

It is a celebration. We rejoice in the fact that He paid for our sins
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (NIV)
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he
was betrayed, took bread, [24] and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is
my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." [25] In the same way, after
supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." [26] For whenever you eat this bread and
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

B.

It is a commemoration. We honor Jesus by remembering His on the Cross
1 Corinthians 11:23-25
[23] For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord
Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; [24] and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat; this is My body which is broken
for you; do this in remembrance of Me." [25] In the same manner He also took the
cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

C.

It is a symbol, representing how Jesus gave Himself to save us from sin
1 Corinthians 11:24-25
[24] And when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat; this is My
body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me." [25] In the same
manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in
My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

D.

It is a proclamation, announcing to the watching world what Jesus has done
1 Corinthians 11:26
For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death
till He comes.
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E.

It is an examination, giving the believer motivation and opportunity to
Confess and repent from sins.
1 Corinthians 11:27-32
[27] Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy
manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. [28] But let a man examine
himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. [29] For he who eats
and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not
discerning the Lord's body. [30] For this reason many are weak and sick among
you, and many sleep. [31] For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged.
[32] But when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be
condemned with the world.

2.

Who Should Take the Lord’s Supper?
A.

Those who have already believed and become Christians
1 Corinthians 10:17
For we, though many, are one bread and one body; for we all partake of that one
bread.
1 Corinthians 11:29
For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and
drinks judgment upon himself.

3.

How Should the Believer Prepare for the Lord’s Supper?
1 Corinthians 11:27,28
Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be
guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. A person ought to examine himself
before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.

A.

We should examine ourselves for personal sins
Psalm 139:23 &24
Search me, O God, and know my heart. Try me and know my anxieties.
And see if there is any wicked way in me and lead me in the way everlasting.
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B.

We should examine ourselves for discord in relationships
Matthew 5:23-24
Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother
has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way.
First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.

C.

We should commit to steps of repentance and restoration
Psalm 66:18
If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear.
Proverbs 28:13 (NKJV)
He who covers his sins will not prosper, but whoever confesses and forsakes them
will have mercy.
Romans 12:1 (NIV)
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship.

D.

If the believer is unwilling o move toward repentance or restoration, he should
not take the Lord’s Supper.
1 Corinthians 11:27,28
Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner
will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.

4.

When Should the Lord’s Supper be Observed?
The Bible does not say when or how often believers should observe The Lord’s Supper. Jesus
instituted the Lord’s Supper on a Thursday night. At New Community we partake of the Lord’s
Supper on every first Sunday of the month.

5.

What about Children and the Lord’s Supper?
It is the responsibility of the parent to know whether or not their child is truly saved and
whether they are ready to take the Lord’s Supper. Parents should not automatically allow
a child to take the Lord’s Supper. If a parent truly believes a child is saved, and the parent
wants his or her child to receive the Lord’s Supper, then that parent will have to
administer and supervise the Lord’s Supper for their child during the worship service. We
do not administer the Lord’s Supper at our Children’s Church.
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NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE FELLOWSHIP’S MEMBERSHIP COVENANT
Having received the Lord Jesus Christ as my Savior, and as a member of New Community Bible Fellowship,
I covenant with my church toward the following vision and goals:
1.

I am committed to continued growth in character and personal spiritual development.

2.

I agree to consciously pursue my spiritual growth by participating in the vital experiences of the
church (Worship, Life Groups, Sunday Classes, Fellowship, Outreach and Special Events)

3.

I will pursue peace and unity with all involved in this church.

4.

I will support New Community Bible Fellowship by praying regularly for fellow members and the
needs of the church.

5.

I will support New Community Bible Fellowship by serving in at least one ministry of the church.

6.

I will be a sacrificial giver to the ministry of New Community Bible Fellowship by faithfully giving a
set percentage of my income to the church.

7.

I have read New Community Bible Fellowship’s church constitution and will be supportive and
adhere to the policies and agreements as listed therein.

8.

I will be supportive of New Community Bible Fellowship’s ten core values of ministry being careful
not to be divisive about any area of disagreement.

9.

I will be supportive of the doctrinal statement of New Community Bible Fellowship, being careful
not to be divisive about any area of disagreement.

10.

I understand and fully agree with the following foundational beliefs of NCBF:
a.
The Bible is the inspired, without error Word of God, the final authority for all faith,
practice, and discipline at New Community Bible Fellowship.
b.
There is one God: eternally existent in three persons; Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.
c.
Jesus Christ is fully God and fully man. He was born of a virgin, lived a
sinless life, died for our sins and was bodily resurrected.
d.
Salvation is by faith alone in the divine sacrifice where Jesus- the Son of
God- gave His life for all who would believe in Him.
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Church Life at New Community Bible Fellowship
To help the New Member get acclimated to the church, listed are the primary activities that occur at New
Community Bible Fellowship on a week-to-week, month-to-month basis:

Sunday Morning Schedule of Events
Our Sunday Worship Services takes place at 9am, 11am and 1pm. At the end of each service there is an
opportunity to pray with an officer or leader of the church.

Life Groups
Life Groups are in-home small group bible studies which meet throughout the week. Some groups also
meet in classrooms at the church. It is a time of study, caring and growth. You’ll develop meaningful
friendships and learn to apply the Bible to your daily life.

Kingdom Impact Meetings
Kingdom Impact Meeting are meetings for our ministry leaders and volunteers of New Community. These
meetings are held periodically throughout the year on Saturday Mornings. Watch the “Weekly” for
details.

Sunday Children’s Ministries
New Community has several ministries that are designed to nurture our children in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Our Sunday classes are for children of all ages, are conduct during the 9:00am, 11am, and 1pm services.
During this time our children are taught the Bible and are encouraged to make Jesus a part of their daily
lives. We use a wide array of teaching tools: stories, skits, songs, Scripture memory, games, arts and
crafts.

Sunday Morning Teen Ministry
We’ve developed a very special ministry to our teens which will help them grow closer to the Lord as well
as help them prepare for manhood and womanhood. Sunday teen activities take place during the 9am,
11am and 1pm services. A special teen-led worship service occurs during the 11am time frame.

Prayer Service
As a church we hold prayer services throughout the year on specified Wednesdays. The service is
conducted in the sanctuary from 7pm until 8:30pm. The service is mainly committed to prayer, where we
come together to pray for our church, its various needs and however the Lord may lead us to pray.
It has become customary for some of the members to fast on the Wednesdays that prayer service is
conducted. If you are interested in fasting, see Understanding Fasting. Because of our strong convictions
toward being a praying church, we hope you will join us for our prayer service.

New Community Weekly
A weekly publication which list information concerning our current ministries and events. It also features
stories and articles concerning events at New Community and our vision. Copies are distributed to
members and friends during our worship services. Check the “Weekly” for more church events which may
not have been announced from the pulpit, announcements concerning employment opportunities, and
many other things that relate to the life of the church.
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Lost and Found
If you lose an item at New Community, please check with the greeters on Sunday morning.

Church Parking
If you are handicapped, elderly, or the parent of small children 3 years and under, please feel free to park
in the church parking lot. All other members and guests are asked to park on the street or to use our
remote parking lots. Shuttle service is provided from our remote parking lots to the church.
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Church Protocol at New Community Bible Fellowship
Listed are important areas indicating how a member should conduct himself or herself at New Community
Bible Fellowship:

Officer Titles
Though New Community is a church which does not stress formalities, we want to honor the officers of
our church when it is appropriate. Therefore, in formal settings, we expect our members to use formal
titles for our officers and to teach their children to do so (e.g. pastor, elder, minister, deacon).

Leadership Development
For those who are interested in becoming an officer, teacher or leader at NCBF, they must first complete
the membership class. The next step is to inform the pastor or elder of their calling and desire. They will
recommend a process based on the person’s potential for ministry, gifts and maturity.

Dress Code
The Bible discourages overly flashy dressing (1 Timothy 2:9,10/ 1 Peter 3:3,4/ James 2:1-6). Therefore, we
at New Community prefer a more relaxed dress code. Though there is a higher dress code for those who
have “up front” speaking or singing responsibilities on Sunday morning, most at New Community dress
comfortably though neatly. Whether formal or casual, our members are to be careful not to wear clothing
that is too tight or too revealing.

Care for the Sanctuary
Absolutely no food or drinks are allowed in the sanctuary at any time. There are no exceptions to this, and
parents must take their children out of the sanctuary if they want to feed them a snack. Also, it is
important that each member picks up after himself when the church service is over. Please do not leave
behind church programs or other papers.

Children in the Service
If a child is in the sanctuary, parents are asked to have their children sit with them. Parents are
responsible for their Jr. High and High School age children. Children should not be allowed to sit away
from parents if they are not mature enough to sit quietly through the service. Overall, New Community
encourages that families sit together and worship together. Parents should also assist their children in the
Lord’s Supper. If the child has not clearly given his or her life to Jesus, do not allow the child to receive the
Lord’s Supper.

Accommodating Our Guest
As a member of New Community, it is your responsibility to do all we can to make our guest feel
welcomed and “at-home” during our Sunday morning service. Therefore, unless you have a child or
physical restrictions, please park in the farthest spots and leave the closer spots for our guests. Please
stand and greet our guests during the greeting period in the service. If an overflow crowd, please be
prepared to give up your seat to a guest.
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Entering the Sanctuary
The sanctuary is open for entering at 8:50am, 10:50am, and 12:50pm for our Morning Worship Services.
Please enter quietly and with a spirit of worship. To help us with seating please fill the front seats first.

Ordering Copies of Sermons
If you desire to receive a copy of one of the messages, you may purchase it at the Bookstore area in the
lower Fellowship Hall after service.

Alcohol and Smoking
Absolutely no alcohol or smoking will be permitted on the grounds of New Community or at formal church
events taking place at other locations. This includes not only the worship service but other events such as
the church picnic and Life Group gatherings.

During the Invitation
At the end of the service, people are invited to respond to God. It is important that there is less
movement as possible, so as not to disturb this critical moment in our service. We ask that every member
pray during this time as we trust God to break strongholds and save souls.

Building Fund Offering
On every third Sunday, the church holds a second offering especially for our building fund. All members
are asked to pray and prepare an offering above their normal tithe for this special collection (Haggai 1:211).

Office Hours
The church office is open to receive calls Tuesday through Friday from 9am to 5pm, and Friday from 9am –
3pm.

Ministry Involvement for Those in Membership Process
Many who join New Community desire to get involved with a ministry before completion of the
membership process. There are also times in which we recruit those in membership process to serve
before completing pre-membership. Our general policy is that pre-members must complete all classes
before they or their children can get involved with a ministry at New Community. Involvement in a
ministry prior to completion of the membership process must be approved by an officer of the church.
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NCBF’s Policy on Pre-Marital Counseling and Solemnization of Marriages
Perspective
Believing that marriage is a sacred covenant between a man and woman, requiring preparation and
blessings from spiritual leadership and a church, New Community Bible Fellowship has the following
guidelines and policies in place for couples looking to wed:
1.

New Community Bible Fellowship can only dispense pre-marital counseling and spiritual
leadership for officiating weddings to members in good standing with our church.

2.

New Community Bible Fellowship must have notification in writing from members nine months
prior to the anticipated wedding date.

3.

New Community Bible Fellowship cannot guarantee that the church or its leaders will be able to
accommodate a preset wedding date.

4.

New Community Bible Fellowship requires that the couple meet with an officer (or officers) of the
church for 6 months of pre-marital counseling (at least six counseling sessions required).

Solutions
In the case where firm wedding plans have been made by a couple, yet conflicting with New Community
Bible Fellowship’s criteria, here are the options we recommend:
1.

Non-members may begin the process of seeking membership, with the goal of the church
conducting the pre-marital counseling and wedding upon completion of membership.

2.

Non-members and members alike may attend our Sunday morning marriage class for training,
fellowship, and biblical insight on Christian marriages.

3.

Seek marriage instructions and officiating from a minister, justice of the peace or other qualified
official outside of New Community Bible Fellowship.

4.

In the case where the member seeks outside instruction and solemnizing of a marriage, an officer
of New Community Bible Fellowship would need to hold at least one meeting with the couple for
the sake of counsel, accountability and extending a blessing from the church.

5.

As a member in good standing and with the blessings of the church for the forthcoming union,
New Community Bible Fellowship’s facility can be extended to the couple- if needed for the use of
their wedding (the accommodation of preset dates cannot be guaranteed).

6.

New Community Bible Fellowship cannot extend a minister to officiate and solemnize the wedding
without six months (at least six sessions) counseling done by one of the officers of our church.
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Human Sexuality, Purity and Co-Habiting
Providing a Framework
When approaching the topic of human sexuality, there is often times a propensity to start from
the idea that sex is a natural human activity. Quite often sex and sexuality are only thought of in terms of
an action performed or an act where one plays a participating role. However, when we look through the
lens of the Scriptures, we see that there is a different starting point. In the Bible, human sexuality does not
begin from the standpoint of activity, but it begins with identity.
The Bible teaches us that God created humankind in His image, and from His image, He created
both male and female (Genesis 1:26-27). As His image bearers, we have as our identity this characteristic
of gender. This feature of gender is very much a part of our identity, and it is the very marker that informs
our sexuality, or what makes us sexual beings (Genesis 1:27-28). When God made mankind as male and
female, His desire was for them to come together in an intimate marriage relationship where they would
enjoy the gift of pleasure and the gift of procreation (Genesis 2:22-25). Within this committed context of
the marriage relationship, God then established the ‘one flesh’ paradigm which is outlined in Genesis 2:24.
It simply states, “This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife and the
two are united as one.” (NLT). From the beginning this was God’s intent and goal in human sexuality.
Things Fall Apart
Unfortunately, the first man and woman decided to deviate from God’s plan. When they
disobeyed God in the garden and chose their way instead of God’s, this began the cataclysmic shift in their
relationship, and by extension, all of mankind’s relationship with God (Genesis 3; Romans 3:23; 5:12-14).
No longer do we naturally enjoy fellowship with God as intended. Instead, we experience brokenness in
our relationship with God and each other.
As people who are marred by sin and who are wholly spiritually broken, we rightly concede that every
aspect of us is in need of redemption, restoration, and repair. And because our sexual identity as male and
female is a direct expression of the image of God that was broken, it too is in desperate need of
restoration and divine redemption. As broken image bearers of God, our ideas about sex and thus the
practice of it, is also naturally distorted (Romans 1:20-28; Galatians 5:19-21). Our brokenness is what leads
to all forms of sexual immorality which are all outside of God’s design and will for His creation:
• Fornication - sexual intercourse between people not married to each other
• Adultery - voluntary sexual intercourse between a married person and a person who is not his or
her spouse
• Homosexuality - sex with someone of the same gender.
How Then Should I Live?
All who call themselves believers in Jesus Christ, rest firmly on a confession. That confession is
“Jesus Christ is Lord!” (Romans 10:9-10, Philippians 2:11). What this essentially means is that Jesus is not
just Lord of all creation in general, but that He is the Master, the Ruler, and the Controller of my life more
specifically. As such, we look to His Word and seek His wisdom for how to govern every aspect of our
lives, even our sexuality.
Like every other aspect of our lives, our sexuality cannot be fully understood, expressed, or
appreciated without understanding God’s intended purposes for it, and how it relates to Him. Our
sexuality, like our speech, our time, our habits, etc., must all be brought under His reign and rule in order
for us to experience all of its intended benefits. Only when under the Holy Spirit’s control is the fullness of
our identity as sexual beings (our being male and female) realized and enjoyed. When we fail to bring our
sexuality under his control, we only experience the unintended consequences of broken families, singleparenting or absent parents, sexually transmitted diseases, depression, emotional distress and hurt, and
broken fellowship with God. Without a biblical starting point, sex becomes a mere human activity to
satisfy one’s primal desires that only leads to more emptiness and despair.
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A Call to Biblical Purity
Sex is God’s idea (Genesis 1:28, Hebrews 13:4), and it’s a good idea! Sex is good because the God
who designed sex is good. He gave sex to us as a gift to be stewarded within our sexual identity as male
and female, within a particular context. From the outset that context was, and still is marriage! Husbands
and wives - meaning males and females in the committed, covenant relationship of marriage - are to find
their enjoyment in each other’s embrace exclusively (Proverbs 5:18-19), and to covenant to stay together
in a committed relationship (Genesis 2:24). The reason why sex is exclusively for this committed context
called marriage is because God’s ways are intentional. He designed sex for particular reasons, which can
be remembered by these four P’s:

1) Pleasure – Yes, sex was designed for a covenantal marriage relationship
between a man and a woman and ought to be pleasurable (Song of Solomon
7:6-10)! The pleasure of a sex reflects the pleasures of the relationship with
the Triune God (Psalm 16:11)
2) Procreation – God instructed the first man and woman to be fruitful and
increase in number (Genesis 1:28). This aspect of sex is ultimately a reflection
of God’s creative nature and representation of the love He has for us which is
everlasting, and which produces new life.
3) Protection – Sexual desires are natural and are God’s idea. Ongoing sexual
intimacy between a husband and wife guards them against temptations
outside of the marriage (1 Corinthians 7:3-5). This is a reflection of the
protection we have in a loving relationship with God (Psalm. 17:8).
4) Proclamation – The act of sex sends a message. It sends a message of God’s
great love. Fidelity and loyalty in the marriage proclaims the faithfulness and
steadfast love of Christ for His Church (Ephesians 5:25-32). Likewise,
abstinence before marriage reflects the Christian’s hopeful return of Christ,
as she anticipates the return of the groom, and looks forward to being with
Him forevermore.
God’s story of sex is ultimately tells a story of God’s love for His people!
*Adapted from PureHope resources

Recognizing God’s boundaries and provisions that He has put in place, we see that the
heterosexual marriage relationship is God’s only context for the expression of sexuality. God created male
and female, and provided for the marriage relationship the idea of oneness. Any other sexual relationship
outside the boundaries of the biblical confines of the marriage relationship is illicit, immoral, and
illegitimate. Thankfully, when we fall short in this regard, we are not left on our own! God still extends His
mercy, grace, and kindness, by inviting us to repent, receive His forgiveness, and make the necessary
corrections in our lives.
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Our Perspective
As a church, New Community Bible Fellowship strives to show love and compassion for every
member and visitor involved with our church. However, when faced with situations which the Holy
Scriptures holds as immoral or a violation of right Christian living, we take a firm stance on submitting
ourselves to the will of God and obeying Scripture.
As stated, the Bible clearly instructs God’s people to live morally, in purity, and to abstain from
sexual relations before marriage. The Bible also instructs us to not put ourselves in situations where we
are more prone to sin, and to avoid lifestyle situations which have the appearance of sexual relations
outside the bounds of marriage. In the case where couples are living together in a romantic relationship,
or when people are sexually active outside the boundaries of a heterosexual marriage relationship, we as
a church must take a firm stance to uphold God’s standard. We gain this insight and perspective from the
passages below:
“But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.” - Romans 13:14
“Therefore do not let your good be spoken of as evil.” - Romans 14:16 (NKJV)
“But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed,
because these are improper for God's holy people.” Ephesians 5:3 (NIV)
“Abstain from all appearance of evil.” 1 Thessalonians 5:22 (KJV)
As a result of these biblical teachings (and others), New Community Bible Fellowship does not
extend membership to couples who are living together and romantically involved, or to those engaged in a
sexual relationship outside the confines of the biblical description of marriage.
The Bible further teaches that the people of God are not to condone a lifestyle or behavior outside
of God’s design for marriage. To extend membership in such cases is a form of condoning these
behaviors. As much as we love and care about each person in our church, we believe our responsibility as
Pastors and leaders is to provide soul-care, knowing that we will be held accountable for how we instruct
and lead the church (Acts, 20:28; Hebrews 13:17) . This means that if we learn of a person involved in a
biblically inappropriate lifestyle situation, our job is to first and foremost help them learn to obey God,
even in difficult and complicated matters.

Pathway to Purity
When we discover that couples are living together, we want to extend with open arms, for those
couples to be involved with our worship services, our Bible studies and small groups, and church events.
Although we cannot with good conscience extend membership, we do have some suggested action steps
that will help them get on the right track in their relationship with God and their significant other.
Here are the guidelines and options we offer as a church for a couple living together:
1. Arrange to live in separate households in order to continue in membership process.2
2. Review with Pastor or Minister on how to restore their relationship with God through Jesus Christ.
3. Sign a Growth Covenant Agreement which states your intentions to remain sexually pure and to
refrain from physical intimacy until your wedding day.
4. Meet with the Pastor or one of our Ministers for 6 months of membership training and marriage
counseling (at least six marriage counseling sessions required). Upon completion an installation
into membership, a wedding ceremony will be conducted (this option also requires the couple to
arrange to live in separate households during the 6 month process and to sign the Growth
Covenant Agreement.).
2

New Community is willing to assist the couple in making arrangement for separate living accommodations
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5. Seek marriage instructions and officiating from a minister, justice of the peace or other official
outside of New Community Bible Fellowship. Once you have been united in holy matrimony, you
may continue in steps toward membership.
6. Without becoming a member, continue involvement at New Community through our Worship
Services, study groups and other church events.

Conclusion
We hope this brief explanation provides some perspective on how we process the issue of human
sexuality and purity. We believe that God has demonstrated His grace to us in giving us this gift of love and
life, which includes our identity as sexual beings.
The good news is that the Bible provides us with hope in that it teaches us that there is a narrative in play.
That narrative is that God has come to us in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ, and he came to redeem us
and set us free! Through His Son, he will make new all those who trust in His provision as the savior of
mankind. Every aspect of our being is conforming into His likeness as we allow Him to take control, and
will ultimately be made new one day when we see Him face to face!
Kevin E. James, Sr. Pastor
New Community Bible Fellowship
Warren Neverson
Dir. Membership & Care
New Community Bible Fellowship
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New Community’s Position on Marriage, Separation, Divorce and Remarriage
Marriage Criteria
1.

New Community Bible Fellowship is only obligated to consider marrying those who are members
in good standing.

2.
3.

New Community Bible Fellowship does not marry couples living together.
Every couple must go through a six to eight session pre-marital counseling class with a counselor
approved by New Community Bible Fellowship.
Once the couple has completed the class, New Community does not guarantee that approval for
marriage will be given.

4.

Remarriage Criteria
1.
2.
3.

4.

The Bible teaches that God does not approve of divorce (Malachi 2:14-16; 1 Corinthians 7:10,11).
In the case of divorce, New Community is committed first and foremost to reuniting previous
marriages (Ephesians 4:32).
New Community Bible Fellowship will marry those who have gone through a divorce if one or a
combination of the following situations apply:
a.
The divorce occurred before becoming a Christian (2 Corinthians 5:17).
b.
The divorce occurred due to adultery (Matthew 19:9).
c.
The divorce occurred due to the desire of a non-Christian spouse to divorce
(1 Corinthians 7:12-16).
d.
A divorce where none of the above circumstance have occurred constitutes an
unbiblical divorce.
e.
In certain situations where a member has gone through an unbiblical divorce,
yet the ex-spouse has remarried, NCBF will consider remarrying a member.
In all situations concerning divorce, New Community Bible Fellowship will only
remarry when all issues and sins regarding the previous divorce have been addressed
and resolved to the satisfaction of the elders of the church.

Separation Criteria
1.

New Community Bible Fellowship recommends marital separation only in rare
circumstances such as:
a.
Physical Abuse
b.
Extreme Emotional Abuse
c.
Certain cases where drug and/or alcohol abuse are present.

2.

New Community Bible Fellowship recommends the following when considering
marital separation:
a.
The separation should be carried out under the watchcare of the Elders
Ministry at New Community.
b.
The goal of the separation is to eventually reconcile.
c.
A specific time frame is established for the separation and agreed upon by both spouses.
d.
With the guidance and accountability of the Elders watchcare, specific objectives are set
for the time of separation.
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Other Important Criteria Concerning Divorce and Remarriage
1.

New Community Bible Fellowship does not “research” information given concerning
prior divorce/remarriage history. It is counterproductive for us to spend extensive time
researching and verifying the witness of our members concerning issues of divorce and
remarriage. We operate on a policy of “good faith” and trust. We are not professional
investigators; it is too time consuming and other needs in the church are neglected. Most
importantly, in the holy community of the church we should be able to trust our members to give
a right testimony on such important issues. Knowing that Christians are capable of lying or
distorting the truth as much as non- Christian, we commend the false testimony of a member to
the Lord. God will judge him or her for such.

2.

New Community works with the members of its church concerning their current
marital status at the time in which they join. In some cases, we will make reasonable
efforts to contact a prior spouse and even encourage reconciliation. However, we
will not go through extensive efforts to reach a non-member who is difficult to
contact.

3.

If the elders of New Community do not approve a member for marriage or
remarriage, the member may choose to pursue marriage outside of New Community.

4.

If a member chooses to pursue marriage without the consent of the church, they will
not be able to use the facilities of the church for the ceremony, neither can a member
of New Community officiate the ceremony.

5.

Whether approved or disapproved by New Community, if a member marries and
later conducts an unbiblical divorce, this is grounds for disfellowship from New
Community.
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Understanding Fasting
Pastor Kevin James
New Community Bible Fellowship
Children have some funny ways. One of the tactics that children will employ when they don’t want to do
something their parent has told them to do is to conveniently forget. How many times has a parent told
her child to clean up a room, mow the lawn, take out the trash or wash the dishes, only to be told by the
child later, “I forgot.”
God’s children have a funny way too. We tend to forget the hard things our Lord has told us to do. Thus, is
the case with fasting. The Bible is replete with passages which encourage us to fast and demonstrate how
we are to fast. Even our Lord Jesus made critical statements when it came to the importance of his followers
fasting. Yet fasting is a spiritual discipline we have conveniently forgotten.
From a human standpoint, our amnesia is understandable. You see fasting requires abstinence from one of
the greatest pleasures we can experience- the pleasure of eating. And unfortunately, we live in a time
where we are bombarded with the message that we should not deny any of our pleasure urges.
Despite the strong societal forces and our own personal enjoyment of food which tempt us to ignore fasting,
we are trusting God to build New Community into an enclave of believers who have the biblical conviction,
the spiritual power coupled with the physical discipline to assign ourselves regularly to the task of fasting
and prayer.
In the early days of our history, we set aside at least one day a month for prayer and fasting. Today we are
not as regimented in our fasting but just as committed. Throughout the course of a year, it is not unusual
for us to call a season of fasting and prayer at least a couple of times. During our times of fasting and prayer
many of our members enter into some form of fasting. And for those who don’t (or who can’t), we urge
them to make special time to pray for New Community and its various needs.
A Definition of Fasting
Fasting is to deny the body food (and sometimes liquids) for divinely inspired reasons.
In other words, fasting is not a diet, but it is a sacred event where a person or group of people is moved to
lay hold on God, give extra attention to Him and to discipline the body & soul.
Fasting is not starving. Your body takes up to forty days without food before it even begins to experience
true starvation. But if the truth be told you feel like you are starving! You never realize how pervasive food
is in your everyday world until you fast. During a fast, the slightest smell of food smells so good. You will
have to constantly battle to control your thoughts so that you are not thinking about food. You begin to
think about food you haven’t had in years. As you talk and interact with people, you may find them being
transformed into chicken legs right before your eyes!
In the Bible there is much said about fasting: In fact some of the most respected men and women of
Scripture fasted: Moses the law giver, David the king, Elijah the prophet, Daniel the great man of faith,
Hannah the mother of Samuel, Anna the woman who ministered in the temple, the disciples, Paul and of
course our Lord Jesus fasted.
Let’s begin our study by looking at what specifically our Lord Jesus Christ said about fasting.
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CHRIST SPEAKS ON THE SUBJECT OF FASTING
His Followers are to Fast When He is Taken Away
In Matthew 9:14, a question is presented to Jesus; “Why do we and the Pharisees fast often but your
disciples do not fast?” This question was posed by John the Baptist’s disciples. They were still trying to
figure out if Jesus was the real deal. They had been trained by John the Baptist to fast often. They also
knew that the Pharisees would fast twice a week (Luke 18:12). So, John’s disciples were baffled that Jesus’
disciples were not fasting. On the contrary Jesus and His disciples were right in the middle of a meal when
they were interrupted by this question. There is nothing worse than hearing a question like this right while
you’re in the middle of a good meal! But Jesus paused from the spread before him and gave the disciples
of John an appropriate answer.
Jesus responds by saying that when the bridegroom (Jesus Christ) is taken away, His followers (the bride)
would fast (Matthew 9:15). The simple point Jesus was stating would go something like this: “My presence
here with my disciples is equivalent to a wedding reception. There’s a celebration going on. That’s what
happens at a wedding reception. But there will be a time when I am no longer here, and at that time my
disciples will fast.” Jesus’ statement was in anticipation of the time when he would be taken from the
disciples, punished and imprisoned. But it also applies to those of us who are his disciples today. We are
also the bride, and our bridegroom is away. He has promised to come back for us. In the meanwhile, he
expects his bride to fast.
His Followers are to Fast for Power to Combat Our Enemy
Jesus says in Matthew 17:21 that certain attacks by Satan and his demonic forces cannot be overcome
except by prayer and fasting. We are living in a time where many people- even Christians- struggle with
vices. Could it be that a missing link to their deliverance is a commitment to fast, pray and seek the face of
God? (also see Mark 9:29)
Fasting is as Important as Praying or Giving
In Matthew 6, Jesus is midway through His sermon on the mount. He begins to talk about certain spiritual
disciplines with the assumption that His disciples would do these things. So, the issue at hand was not
whether they would do them, but that they do them with the right motivation.
First, He mentions giving financial gifts to the Lord. He calls these acts charitable deeds. (Matthew 6:2).
Notice He says, “When you do charitable deeds,” not “if you do charitable deeds.” Next He speaks of prayer
(Matthew 6:5). Again, Jesus says “when”, not “if”. Finally, He mentions our subject at hand in verse 16. He
says, “Moreover, when you fast….” Again, our Lord uses the word when as opposed to if. It seems clear
that Jesus expected His followers to fast.
Fasting is to be Done Privately
Another important principle that we get from Matthew 6 is that fasting is to be done discreetly and privately.
Notice what Jesus goes on to say in verse 16: “Moreover when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with
a sad countenance. For they disfigure their faces that they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I
say to you, they have their reward.”
The Pharisees loved to make a public spectacle of themselves while they were fasting. They would fast
twice a week. During their fast they would stand in public places where they could be noticed. They would
make facial expressions of pain so as to impress people with the great sacrifice they were making “in the
name of God.” They would even sometimes wail from their hunger pains! They wanted others to think they
were spiritual, but their arrogance actually revealed a lack of spirituality. Instead of them using their fasting
as an opportunity to deny their flesh, they were glorifying their flesh by their public exhibitions of fasting.
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But Jesus denounced such behavior. God doesn’t want us to be hypocrites simply looking for praise from
people.
God wants fasting to be a private act of worship to Him, just as he does with our giving and praying (Matthew
6:2,5 & 6). Now why is that? Well Jesus tells us why and the Pharisees demonstrate why- we like to show
off in front of people! So, we take what should be an act or event which would bring glory to God and take
some glory for ourselves. God says here’s how you totally eliminate that temptation: keep your giving and
your praying and your fasting as private experiences between Me and you. And I will reward you in my own
way and in my own time.
It is true that Jesus says fasting should be done in the “secret place” (Matthew 6:18). However, our Lord is
not teaching an extreme secrecy, where we never let others know we are fasting. Sometimes we have to
let others know we are fasting because our personal decision to fast will affect them. Paul speaks to married
people in 1 Corinthians 7 and tells them that it’s okay to abstain from having sex together if one or both of
them decides to go into an intensified season of fasting and prayer (v.5). This is only one of numerous
scenarios where we must communicate to others when we are fasting.
It is also important to communicate to others when we are fasting in order to have accountability. Like
anything else, two are better than one when it comes to fasting. Many of the fasts throughout the Bible
had to do with a whole group of people fasting together (e.g. 1 Samuel 7:5, 6/ 2 Chronicles 20:3ff/ Ezra 8:2123 & 9:5-15). So, there are situations where you should let others know you are fasting.
When Jesus speaks of fasting in secret, the actual secret place he is talking about is the heart and not a
geographical location. The main point Jesus is making is that our fasting should be done discreetly. And we
should never let others know we are fasting to brag or receive accolades from them.
There are some practical things we can do in order to keep our time of fasting private and not draw attention
to ourselves. First, we can keep ourselves clean and well groomed during our fast. This is exactly the point
that Jesus makes in Matthew 6:17 and 18. The last thing we want to do is manipulate someone into asking
us the question, “Why are you looking so bad today?” Also, we can make sure our teeth are brushed and
we regularly use mouth rinse (the breath begins to take a life of its own during a fast). We can eliminate all
unnecessary phone calls and interaction with people, where we may be tempted to tell them we are fasting.
By minimizing our conversations with others, we also free up more time to spend with our Lord during our
period of fasting.
Now let’s learn more from our Lord by studying His practice of fasting.
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CHRIST GIVES US AN EXAMPLE ON FASTING
In Matthew 4 we read of what happened to Jesus after he was baptized by John the Baptist. He was
immediately led by the Spirit into the wilderness for a time of testing. Before His testing begins our Lord
will spend forty days and nights fasting. This passage will serve as our backdrop for answering many of the
basic questions related to fasting.
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted
by the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights,
afterward He was hungry. Now… the tempter came to Him….
Matthew 4:1-3a

Fasting Is Always a Spirit-Led Exercise
Notice from verse 1 that Jesus was led by the Spirit. You may be involved with a Christian group or church
where a leader calls a fast, but it is your responsibility to get before God and pray and ask if the Spirit is
leading you to be involved.
Because there are so many personal issues, every fast is an individual fast and a decision that must be made
between you and the Lord. You must pray and ask God if He wants you to fast, what type of fast and how
long you should fast. This will help you to avoid the trap of becoming a ritualistic in your fasting, like the
Pharisees.
Be careful when applying this principle. If you discover that the Spirit is never leading you to fast, then you
may want to check and make sure that the Spirit is the leader! Please understand that your flesh will never
want to fast. There will never be an opportune time or a time where you will go into a fast with an “oh boy”
kind of disposition. Fasting is hard on the body. Fasting is intensified spiritual warfare, and nobody looks
forward to that.
Also, note that the Bible is filled with examples where a leader called a fast and all the people complied (2
Chronicles 20:2,3/ Ezra 8:21/ Esther 4:15-17/ Jonah 3:5-9). There is a place for corporate fasting. There is
a place for a leader to call a people into a fast. The Spirit still leads in those situations in that He is leading
all through one person as well as leading all individually. I’ve found that when the Spirit leads a leader to
call a fast, most if not all under his leadership will be in agreement and there will be no contention regarding
the spiritual authenticity of such a endeavor.
One other point needs to be made concerning when we should fast. We noticed from Matthew 6 that
fasting is a spiritual discipline along the same lines of praying and giving financial gifts to the Lord. Just as
the disciplines of prayer and giving should be conducted frequently and routinely, fasting should be
conducted frequently and routinely. Therefore, I recommend that each believer establishes a regular time
for fasting. It may be once every couple of months or once a month.
It may sound like I’m contradicting myself when I say that there should be a routine fast in our schedule.
Especially when I stated earlier that fasting should always be Spirit-led. But understand that just because
something is planned doesn’t mean it’s unspiritual. We plan to go to church every Sunday, yet it proves to
be one of the most spiritually moving events of our week on most weeks.
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In fact, you will discover that most of your most dynamic spiritual experiences were planned to some degree.

Just as we have a regular time for prayer and a regular time and amount for giving to the Lord, so we should
treat the spiritual discipline of fasting with the same regard. This is why Paul could say that he was “in
fastings often.” (2 Corinthians 11:27). Fasting should be a normal routine of the Christian experience, not
simply an every blue moon event.
Permit me to explain why a regularly scheduled fast can be so meaningful. For me, I enter into a fast of
consecration once a month (I will explain this in more detail later). This monthly scheduled time of fasting
gives me a regular time to get before God with a sober mindset. My monthly prayer and fasting time is like
a doctor’s check-up. I go before God and ask Him to show me sin I’ve allowed to creep in. As I humble
myself in fasting, God speaks to me and as a result I continue to grow and stay pure as a Christian.

Fasting Should Be a Distraction-Free Time
Note that in His fasting, Jesus was led into the wilderness. The wilderness was- among other things- a place
of isolation. It is important when we are fasting that we are able to get alone with God, free from
distractions and interruptions. I recommend during your time; you find a secret place and quiet place to
pray and study. I also recommend you eliminate TV viewing, newspaper reading, radio listening and other
venues that would distract you from this unique time of focusing spiritually and communing with God.
The story of Elijah’s attempt to hear God, teaches us that His voice can sometimes be soft and subtle (1
Kings 19:11-13 ff.). Psalm 46:10 tells us to be still in order to know God. Biblical truths such as these should
move us to seek solitude and a distraction-free atmosphere when fasting.

The Word and Fasting
You need to take a moment to read Matthew 4:3-10. Notice how mightily Jesus handled the word of God
after spending extended time in fasting and prayer to the Father. I am sure that much of His time in the
wilderness fasting was spent meditating on the word of God and as a result, He could wield the sword of
the Spirit (the Holy Bible), with boldness and accuracy.
In the course of your fast, I hope you will set aside additional time for reading and study of God’s word.
When we are at such a broken posture as fasting brings, He is able to brand the truths of His scripture deep
within our being.

The Length of a Fast
Notice our text says that Jesus fasted for forty days and forty nights. Another very practical question which
comes up is, “how long should I fast?” Again, as you consult the Spirit, He will lead you in the length of your
fast. There has been a time where I’ve been led to fast and God did not give me a cut off. I felt as if He was
saying, “fast until I tell you to stop.” I must admit that this is not the norm in my experience and even when
I did it, God did not have me fasting a long time.
In most cases God will give you a time period. One of the more common time periods mentioned in the
Bible is the three day fast (Esther 4:15,16/ Acts 9:9). Daniel fasted for three weeks (Daniel 10:3).
I’ve found that a good starting point for the person just beginning to fast is one day. For example, I fast
every first Wednesday in the month. To honor a full twenty-four hours of abstaining from eating I eat my
last meal at Tuesday evening dinner. I then fast through breakfast, lunch and dinner on Wednesday. I break
my fast on Thursday morning.
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The Type of Fast
Though Matthew doesn’t tell us what type of fast Jesus did, there are different types of fasting. There are
three types the Bible clearly mentions. All three involve abstinence from food. These three types of fast
are known as the normal fast, the absolute fast and the partial fast.
The Normal Fast
Jesus seemed to engage in a normal fast. I would define a normal fast as abstaining from all food- solid or
liquid- but not from water. Luke 4:2 speaks of the same event in the life of Jesus. And in Luke’s account, he
speaks of how Jesus ate nothing while He fasted. But Luke does not say that Jesus drank nothing. Also, in
Matthew 4:2 we learn that after Jesus’ fast, he was hungry. There is no mention of Him being thirsty. Also,
Satan tempted Jesus to eat but not to drink. Even with all this information, we cannot be sure that Jesus
specifically had a normal fast, but at least we get a good understanding of what a normal fast is.
The Absolute Fast
The absolute fast means absolutely no consumption whatsoever. It means to abstain from both food and
drink. Queen Esther called the Jewish people to an absolute fast for three days, when their existence as a
people was under threat by Haman (Esther 4:15-17). In Acts 9:9 Paul goes three days without food or drink
after he experienced the Lord on the road to Damascus.
Normally absolute fasting will not exceed three days & nights because there is a risk to damaging one’s
health to withhold both food and drink for more than three days. Moses and Elijah are both recorded in
Scripture as having an absolute fast for at least forty days (Deuteronomy 9:9/ 1 Kings 19:8). The human body
cannot naturally survive 40 days without water. Therefore, we can conclude that God miraculously moved
to sustain them in their fast.
The Partial Fast
At times the Bible records believers who fasted from certain types of food, but not all foods. This is called
a partial fast. We see Daniel using this type of fast at least twice. The first time he conducts a partial fast
so as not to defile himself with the Babylonian foods (Daniel 1:5-16). Then once again he conducts a partial
fast in Daniel 10:2,3. Note that he specifically mentions he ate no pleasant foods, no meat or wine. It was
during this fast that Daniel received an important revelation from God concerning the future of his people.
John the Baptist- fasted often and had a regimented diet of locust and honey
(Mark 1:6).

Jesus Had A Reason for Fasting
Fasting Postures Your Soul to Receive Spiritual Power
Jesus fasted in preparation for Satan the tempter’s attacks. We need special power to resist the devil and
his attacks. So, one of the reasons we fast is because fasting increases our spiritual power to resist the devil.
How does this work? Well as we fast, the body is weakened and broken. But this also has a sobering affect
on our soul. That’s why the psalmist said, “I humbled myself with fasting.” (Psalm 35:13). So fasting
produces humility and we know how important that is for accessing the power of God. Peter tells us that
“God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble” (1 Peter 5:8). Humility is so necessary to receive
spiritual power from on high. It is only when we are empty of ourselves that we can be filled with Him.
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For thus says the High and Lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy,
“I dwell in the high and holy place, with him who has a contrite and humble spirit.
To revive the sprit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. (Isaiah 57:15)
The reason our soul is postured to receive power from on high is that our soul becomes broken through the
process of fasting. To be able to resist the devil is so important. In fact, we will not be able to do anything
on a consistent basis for the Lord, if we cannot resist the devil. You see, the devil is constantly bombarding
us with temptations, reasons and distractions as to why we shouldn’t obey God.
Ephesians 6:11 calls these things the wiles (or schemes) of the devil. So, when you get on your knees to
pray and suddenly you are distracted by the fact that you forgot to buy milk when you went to the grocery
store, don’t think that you just happen to think of that on your own. That is Satan planting insignificant
thoughts in your head to distract you from the most significant thing you could be doing- that is praying.
Even in light of the “wiles” of the Devil, the Bible says that we can resist the devil and he will flee. But we
are first told we must submit to God (James 4:7,8). It takes yieldedness to God and self-control to resist the
devil. Through His example, Jesus lets us know that fasting helps us get to the point of being broken before
God so that He can fill us with His supernatural power. Then and only then can we resist the devil.
This principle is illustrated by Jesus when He says, “unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it
remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.” (John 12:24). God takes us to a new level of
brokenness as we fast. This deeper level of brokenness is equivalent to a deeper death to self. We become
like the grain of wheat that is put into the ground. Through the process of germination, the wheat dies. Yet
a new and greater and larger life sprouts forth from the dead grain. Instead of only having a small grain,
now you have a large plant. The more we die to self; the more God’s power is able to spring forth through
us to produce greater fruit. The power we need to overcome sin is often found in fasting. The power we
need for greater boldness is often found through fasting. The power we need to clearly see God’s will is
often found in fasting. The power we need to rid the church of divisiveness if often found through fasting.
Another Reason for Fasting- To Do Spiritual Inventory
Fasting is a great time to refocus and rededicate ourselves fully to God. It should be a time of consecration.
Along with the spontaneous and special times of fasting, I have a routine time of fasting once a month. I
conduct this fast on the first Wednesday of every month. One of the exercises I often incorporate into my
time of fasting is to allow God to run a full diagnostic on me to see if there is sin or areas where I am slipping.
Here are some of the questions I put before the Lord while I’m in prayer and fasting:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Lord, show me if there is anyone I’ve been judging unfairly.
Lord, show me if there is anyone I am prejudice against.
Lord, show me if there is anyone, I am holding a bad attitude against.
Lord, am I holding bitterness in my heart toward You or someone else?
Lord, am I angry or worried right now? Show me why.
Lord, are there any circumstances I am trying to manipulate?
Lord, have my thoughts been pure and pleasing to You?
Lord, are there any sins with which I’ve been toying?
Lord have I been open to listening to the input of others?
Lord, have I been open to my spouse’s advice?
Lord, have I been accountable to someone for my decisions and behavior?
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In fact, fasting should always include a period of repentance, confession of sin and rededication of one’s full
self to the Lord. Without this step, your fast will be in vain! To not be completely clean and completely
committed to God when fasting is a total contradiction of the whole purpose of fasting. As you read through
scripture, you begin to see that God doesn’t appreciate His children making a mockery of the ministry of
fasting.
At one point some in Israel had been fasting, yet they were not getting any results. So they began to
complain to God:
“Why have we fasted… and You have not seen? Why have we afflicted
our souls and You take no notice? (Isaiah 58:3a)

I’m sure God’s answer through the prophet Isaiah shocked them.
In the day of your fast you find pleasure and exploit all your laborers.
Indeed, you fast for strife and debate, and to strike with the fist of
wickedness. You will not fast as you do this day, to make your voice heard
on high. (Isaiah 58:3b,4)
Did you catch the problem? The reason they weren’t being heard by God is because they were holding on
to sins while they fasted. Even during the very day, they were fasting, they were involved in sinful pleasures,
they were cheating their workers, they were argumentative and mean spirited. God sums up their condition
by saying in essence they were wicked!
I believe the main reason that most Christians in America don’t fast is not because of the difficulty of going
without food. Instead the main reason is that we know when we fast, we must soberly and seriously address
our sins. And most Christians in America are not ready to deal with their sins. Wrong attitudes, worldly
thinking, sensuality, foul language, cigarette and alcohol usage, TV and movie viewing, unwilling to testify
of Jesus Christ to others, unwillingness to serve in our churches, unwillingness to tithe- all these areas and
any other possible area will come under the microscope of God’s Spirit during a fast. One must have a very
sincere heart to live for God in order to engage Him in a fast.
Another Reason for Fasting- To Discipline the Flesh
When Jesus beckoned the disciples to pray in the Garden of Gethsemane, He came back to check on them
and found them asleep. When He summarized the situation, He told them that their spirit was willing, but
their flesh was weak (Matthew 26:41). Often times our flesh still has so great a hold on us, that it stops us
from doing what we know God wants us to do. Paul had a solution for that- he would discipline his flesh (1
Corinthians 9:27). Among other things, I believe this meant that Paul would regularly fast so as put his flesh
in its place.
Fasting is starvation of the flesh, but a banquet feast for the spirit. It’s like throwing gallons of water on the
fire of the flesh and fanning the flames of the Spirit. Fasting is a time where the spiritual dimension of our
being is given a front seat and our flesh is given a back seat.
So, for the Spirit-filled Christian, the statement ought to be “The Spirit is willing, and the flesh is under
control!!!!!!”
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Another Reason for Fasting- To Bring Deliverance
Isaiah speaks of a very important reason for fasting: “to loose the bonds of wickedness… to let the oppressed
go free, and that you break every yoke.” (Isaiah 58:6) Fasting can be a final breakthrough for overcoming
cigarettes, alcohol, profanity, struggles with immorality. Fasting can accelerate our growth in areas of
Christian character such as patience, kindness, gentleness and servanthood. Fasting ushers in the power of
God into our lives in a unique way that often results in deliverance from debilitating addictions and character
flaws.
Another Reason for Fasting- To Promote a Life of Self-denial
If one is to be a true follower of Christ, he or she must live a daily life of self-denial. Jesus puts it this way,
“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow Me (Luke
9:23). John the Baptist understood this and told those around him, “I must decrease, and He must increase.”
Fasting reminds us as Christians that we have been called to a life of self-denial and self-sacrifice for the
cause of our Lord. As one denies the plea of our body for food, the conviction to deny oneself in all other
areas of life is reinforced.
Another Reason for Fasting- To Repent or Mourn
The Bible tells us that when one turns from sin and comes back to the Lord, it is appropriate to enter into
that period of repentance and restoration with fasting. This is why the Lord says in Joel 2:12 and 13, “Turn
to Me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping and with mourning. So, rend your heart, and not your
garments; return to the Lord your God…”
Note also that Joel says we are to turn to the Lord with a weeping and mourning. When we’ve sinned
against the Lord, it should grieve us. When we’ve been away from God for extended periods of time due to
sin, we should come back to Him mourning the hurt we’ve brought Him. We should mourn and weep over
the time we wasted indulging in sin; time that could have been used for God’s kingdom work.
When Jonah brought the message to the people of Nineveh, they showed repentance by not only turning
away from their wickedness, but by fasting
(Jonah 3:4,5).
Daniel states that one of his reasons for fasting was in mourning (Daniel 10:2,3).
At times in our lives we will be led by God to fast for similar reasons as these.

Another Reason for Fasting- To Hear from God in a Special Way
I remember when I was trying to make a decision about whether to pursue a relationship with Tanya (now
my wife). Along with many other things, I sought God through fasting and prayer. I’m convinced it was due
to the special time of fasting and prayer that I so clearly heard from God and He has blessed me to be
married to the woman of my dreams.
The Bible tells us that Daniel fasted, and God spoke to him in a clear and profound way (Daniel 9:3,20-23).
We also see Ezra calling a fast in order to seek from God the right way (Ezra 8:21). And as they sought
wisdom from God on their decision, God showed them the right way (Ezra 8:23).
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We also learn from Ezra 8:23 that fasting is not only a spiritual endeavor that allows us to hear from God in
a special way, but it is also a means by which we gain a special audience with God for the answering of our
prayers. As a result of their fasting Ezra said that God heard them. In other words, we not only hear from
God in a special way, but He hears us in a special way when we fast. I believe that when God observes His
people fasting- and the fast is conducted with the right motives- God honors the sincerity and the intensity
of desire that His people have to hear from Him. He gives such prayers special attention.
When there is something so pressing that we require a special audience with God- a dying family member
who isn’t saved, sickness, addiction, joblessness, a wayward child- often that is a time where we should go
into a season of fasting along with our praying.

Some Final Practical Tips
Health Issues
If you have health problems or take medication, always consult with your physician before fasting. However,
keep in mind that most physicians discourage fasting. For those who are healthy, you would also want to
refrain from vitamin intake during your fast. Also, if you have a cold, it is not impossible to fast, but it will
be a much more difficult time.
Abstaining from Other Stimulants
If you are fasting, do not feed off gum or candy. Also, do not include coffee as one of your beverages if you
are doing a fast that includes beverages.
Preparation
Inform those in your household of your fast in advance. It will affect food preparation and may require you
spending additional time alone. You may normally sit down with your family for dinner, yet during this time
you may want to grab a corner of your house and get some time in prayer. Of course, this becomes
problematic with parents of small children.
During the Fast
Be careful when driving or physically active. You could experience sudden dizziness. I’ve found that a good
rule of thumb is that when you deprive the body of one food, be sure to give it extra rest. Because of this
rule, I try to stay well rested during a fast, making sure I get plenty of sleep. If your work is physically
demanding, be sure to try to take breaks to rest your body.
Breaking a Fast
Be careful in breaking a fast. Small meals that are easy on the stomach, along with juice are the best way
to go when breaking a fast. For me personally, I like to rise about an hour and a half early. During this time,
I get one final session of prayer, break my fast and then lie down again before I have to get up and begin my
day. I’ve found that this allows my body to adjust more easily when breaking a fast.
Conclusion
Back in the eighties, three young Christian men on a southern college campus decided to commit every
Thursday to fasting. They were trusting God to begin reaching more African American students on their
campus. In the regular routine of classes and work, they fasted all day Thursday and met that night for
prayer. They would then break their fast. The results were remarkable. These three young men saw people
get saved and join in their campus mission. Before the year was out, these three young men had been used
by God to add 40 African American students to their ministry. The campus ministry grew so much that the
national headquarters assigned an additional staff person to oversee the work God was doing there (this
was also a direct answer to prayer). The year was 1984. The place was the Memphis State University (now
University of Memphis). I was one of those three young men. The other two were Thomas Russell and Tony
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Granger (men who are still walking mightily with God to this day). Since my experience in seeing God move
as we fasted and prayed, I have been a staunch advocate of the spiritual discipline of fasting. Won’t you
join me in promoting and practicing this oh so important element of the Christian faith?
Recommended Books
God’s Chosen Fast by Arthur Pink
The Coming Revival by Bill Bright
Partners in Prayer by John Maxwell
The Battle is the Lord’s by Tony Evans
Fasting for Spiritual Breakthrough by Elmer Towns
The Power of Prayer and Fasting by Ronnie Floyd
Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire by Jim Cymbala
The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren
The Hour that Changes the World by Dick Eastman
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The Joy of Tithing
Pastor Kevin E. James
New Community Bible Fellowship
It has been more than ten years since Tanya, and I stepped out by faith and began tithing. At that time, I
was not a pastor and neither of us had any leadership responsibilities at our church. When we began
tithing, it seemed so hard. We both had good paying jobs and so our tithe ended up being a pretty nice
chunk of money. Some of the unbelievers we worked around would have thought we were fools for giving
that kind of money. I could hear them saying, “you could have used that money for a car note, a vacation,
to furnish your home, clothes or save for your future!”
When we began tithing, we also had bills! And our decision to tithe had a significant impact on our
lifestyle. Recreation, allowance and amenities were almost completely eliminated for several years.
Though our decision to tithe produced some outward problems, it produced an inward peace. We had so
much joy, knowing that our Lord was pleased with us and that we were honoring our biblical convictions
toward giving. We saw our worship and excitement about church life grow as we entered into the
sanctuary with our tithe. We never saw what we were doing as legalistic. We knew that God had been
good to us, that He owns everything we have, and that He is deserving of all that we have. Yet He has only
asked that we give ten percent to His kingdom work. We thought, “Lord this is the least we can do.”
Since then we have grown in our tithing to the point that we give more than ten percent to God’s church.
This doesn’t include the gifts we give to people and ministries beyond our church. And we’re still enjoying
the joy and excitement of storing up our treasures in heaven. We look forward to continued growth in our
giving. We have been inspired by the great revival preacher and founder of the Methodist denomination,
John Wesley, who grew in his giving until He was giving 90% of His income to the Lord!
Let’s face it; we are so richly blessed. At the end of each of those blessings is the hand of God who has
provided for us and given to us even when we’ve been unfaithful. Yet we hold back on God when it comes
to radically giving. When the offering basket comes around, with very little foresight, we rummage into
our purses and search through our pockets for whatever loose bills and change we can use to “tip” God.
We use weak excuses about New Testament giving vs. Old Testament giving to justify our “small sacrifices”
we give on Sundays.
Many of us will spend more on videos, movies and music in a given month than we will on investing in our
Lord’s kingdom.
We say we can’t afford to give, yet our lives are flooded with non-essential expenses such as cable TV,
pagers, cellular phones, designer clothes, “play” money, sculpted nails, subscriptions, memberships,
hobbies, clubs, organizations and many other extracurricular activities; to name just a few.
As western Christians we have misplaced values combined with a strong unwillingness to trust God for
anything we can’t see in the visible and tangible realm. Some of us have developed the habit of managing
our money much like those who have no relationship with God. Instead of giving off the top, we give
whatever is left after other expenses are paid.
We also have a greed problem that’s choking our growth. From a practical standpoint, it’s also choking
the growth of God’s kingdom. Our greed problem causes God’s work to remain in a perpetual state of
being “under-funded”. The average Christian gives 2.5%. If each Christian in America alone would begin
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to tithe, there would not be a single ministry need in the entire world! Radio ministries would not end the
year under budget, as so many do. Churches would have the resources to budget for ministries so as to do
them the most ideal way. Pastors would not have to work a second job outside the church as so many do.
Missionaries would not spend more time fund raising than they do in their actual ministry, as many do.
These are convicting thoughts. Yet, this article is not with the purpose to beat us up, but to introduce the
joy of tithing and teach us the theology behind tithing along with the practice of tithing. We will even
learn the importance of growing beyond giving ten percent, in order to ensure our giving remains fresh
and worshipful to God. We will learn that there are unique blessings, provisions and personal growth that
God only does in our lives as we become radical givers, because at the root of radical giving is a heart that
is willing to sacrifice for our Lord.
This article is also written with the belief that most of God’s children want to honor the Lord with radical
giving. It’s just that the world has so convinced many of us that it is impossible to give biblically due to
debt, unbiblical money management practices and an incessant introduction of “new and improved”
things which wrestle for our contentment daily.
Therefore, this article speaks of the spiritual discipline of tithing but in essence it is not intended to
produce legalism but freedom from the trap of putting money above our relationship with God.

A Definition of “Tithing”
What do we mean by tithing? To tithe is to faithfully give ten percent of one’s income directly to God’s
kingdom work. The tithe is calculated from the gross of our income.

The Origin of the Tithe
Contrary to popular opinion among many Christians, the tithe did not originate in the Laws of Moses.
Also, the tithe is not simply an Old Testament giving practice. To label the tithe as a pattern of giving from
the Law or a pattern of giving from the Old Testament is an oversimplification. The tithe can best be
described as a biblical pattern of giving. In other words, there is ample evidence for the legitimacy of the
tithe in both the Old and New Testament.
In the Old Testament the tithe is not simply limited to the period of the Law of Moses. Though tithing did
become a lawful practice for God’s people, it was practiced some four hundred years before the Law was
ever established.
This first tithe that was given some four hundred years before the Law is found in Genesis 14:20. At that
time, the Bible says that Abraham gave a tithe to the Lord through the priest Melchizedek. He did it not
out of ritual or because God commanded Him. Instead he gave a “tenth of all” as a natural heart response
to the goodness of God who had given him victory in a battle. It was not an outward burden that led
Abraham in the first biblical example of tithing. Instead it was an inward “heartfelt” gratitude toward His
God.
Another example of tithing, which occurred before the Law, was when Jacob worshipped the Lord after
receiving God’s special promise of blessing in a dream. In Genesis 28:22 Jacob made a vow to God after
receiving the promise from the Lord: “of all that You give me, I will surely give a tenth to You.”
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There are some who would argue that the tithe was simply a form of taxation under the Old Covenant.
However, they would have much trouble convincing Abraham that the act of worship he entered into by
giving a tithe was a mandatory tax. They would have the same problem convincing Jacob that his
motivation for making a vow to give a tenth of all was out of some legalistic perspective on giving.
The truth of the matter is that the tithe was first exercised before the Law as a freewill offering.
From the examples of Abraham and Jacob, there are three important principles concerning tithing that
emerge.
First, tithing was already known and practiced long before Moses installed the Law. This is important
because I believe that God has instilled in His people (that is those who truly love Him and desire to please
Him) an inherent instinct that says ten percent is a reasonable starting point in sacrificial giving. I realize
there is no direct biblical basis for this view, but the fact that these two men of God set this amount
before the Lord is worth factoring. Also, the fact that the offerings of ten percent were received from the
Lord as a good offering is worth factoring. Cain also gave an offering before the law, and God clearly said
it was not acceptable (Genesis 4:3,5,6; Hebrews 11:4). Who taught Abraham to give a tenth? Who taught
Jacob? One may guess that Jacob was told the story of his grandfather’s battle and the offering he gave.
Yet all the same, this amount seemed reasonable and right among God’s holy people long before God
standardized it through the Law.
The second principle is that tithing originated out of a spirit of voluntary giving.
Thirdly, tithing was an act performed by God’s people as a way of acknowledging the blessings of the Lord
in one’s life.
I want to submit to you that these principles are just as important for the New Testament believer today,
especially the second and third principles. Just as with Abraham and Jacob, we as believers today should
give a tithe out of a willing spirit and not legalistic obligation; for God loves a cheerful giver (2 Cor. 9:6).
Also, our tithe must come forth as worship that acknowledges God’s blessings in our lives.

The Tithe in the Time of Old Testament Law
As God’s people entered into the days of Moses, so did the tithe. It was integrated or synthesized into the
Laws of Moses as given by God. God introduces the first tithe in Leviticus 27:30-33. In this passage,
Jehovah God states that the people should give every tenth animal, regardless of its condition. According
to verse 30, all the tithe of the land… is the Lord’s; it is holy to the Lord. The point that God is making by
stating “it is holy to the Lord” is that since it already belongs to Him, by tithing they are only returning
what is rightfully His. They may have felt their crops belonged to them, since they had gone out everyday
and toiled and labored and sweated in the sun to produce their crops. God says, “No, it is Mine.” This
tithe came to be known as the Levitical tithe because its purpose was to support the priests and Levites
who served the people (Num. 18:21-32).
Thus, the primary reason for tithing under the Law was to take care of the needs of those who ministered
to God’s people for their livelihood. The primary reason we give sacrificially as New Testament believers is
also to take care of the needs of those who are in ministry as a vocation and source of livelihood.
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The second tithe, distinct from the first, is introduced in Deuteronomy 14:22-26. It applied to a tenth of
their produce from the land as well as a tenth of their herds. In essence God was telling them once a year
to take a tenth from the 90% left after the first tithe. What were they to do with this tithe? In a word,
celebrate! They were to hold a special ceremony of celebration in the sanctuary and eat the tithe (10% of
the food) before the Lord. This experience was designed for them to remember, acknowledge and
celebrate their dependence upon God. There are two words that help us understand God’s purpose in
this tithe: respect and rejoice. He says at the end of verse 23 that through this ceremony they will learn to
respect (fear in some translations) the Lord. Notice that at the end of verse 26, God informs them that the
tone of this time should be that of rejoicing.
Now this a great point! God insisted that His people put money aside to celebrate Him. However, this
wasn’t simply a time of self-gratification. Built into this ceremony were clear checkpoints to give glory to
God and acknowledge what He had done. Were to God that we as the New Testament church would
adopt this same commitment of throwing a celebration where the honored guest is clearly our Lord Jesus
Christ. There can be food, fellowship and festivities, but mostly the time should be dominated with the
themes concerning the glorious things God has done and how we need Him more than ever.
There was a third tithe introduced by God to the people of Israel. We first read about it in Deuteronomy
14:28. Every third year the second tithe (Deuteronomy 14:22-26) was not to be taken to the sanctuary
for the celebration ceremony. Instead it was to be used to feed the Levites and less fortunate members of
society. This was God’s way of taking care of the needs of orphans, widows and strangers who dwelt in
the land with the Israelites (Deuteronomy 26:12ff.).
These three methods of tithing-introduced under the Law- combined so that the people of Israel were
annual giving roughly 23% of their produce and herds to the Lord.
However, even under the Law, the command to tithe was unique in that there was no automatic
punishment associated with the failure to tithe. Though there was no automatic punishment, God did
accuse those non-participants in Malachi’s day of robbing Him (Malachi 3:8). He also told them that their
stinginess had brought them under a curse (Malachi 3:9). Lastly, He promised unique blessings for those
who would faithfully bring the tithe into His storehouse (Malachi 3:10-12).
Even in the time of Moses, giving was meant to be individualized. It has never been God’s intent that
everyone should give the same but that each should give according to his or her abundance and
conviction. So, while one-tenth was the minimum standard, there were various free-will offerings. The
term “free will” says it all. The people of Israel were not obligated to participate every time or the same
way. Thus, there was a freshness and individuality in the call to give while under the system of the Law.
These additional offerings were for the grateful believer who wanted to express his or her unique and
growing devotion to the Lord (). These additional offerings were sometimes due to atonement for
waywardness and sin (). These additional offerings were at other times due to special needs to build
God’s temple (). So even under the Law, there was a diversity in giving and many gave much more than
ten percent. But at the foundation of the system of giving was the understanding that sacrificial giving
begins with dedicating at least ten percent of what I receive from my labor to the Lord.
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The Continuation of the Tithe into the New Testament
To take this a step further, the Bible not only teaches that the tithe was established before the Law, but it
also teaches that the tithe outlived the Law as a practice of worship among God’s people. In other words,
when the Law became obsolete, the tithe was still being practiced as well as encouraged. “But,” you say,
“where in the New Testament is the tithe encouraged?”
I want to submit to you that the tithe was encouraged through the words of Jesus and by the comments of
the writer of Hebrews. None of these examples are a direct admonition for the New Testament believer
to give a tenth, but they make a strong point that the tithe is a biblical practice which was spoken of
favorably and modeled by our Lord; and that the principle of tithing continued to be of significance even
under the New Covenant.
The Tithe Encouraged by the Words of Jesus- First I want you to note what Jesus said when speaking on
the tithe. There are only two times that Jesus mentions the tithe (Matthew 23:23/ Luke 18:11,12). And
there is only one time that He gives us any hint as to whether we as New Testament Christians should
continue this practice which began in the Old Testament. In Matthew 23:23 Jesus makes the following
statement to the religious leaders of that time:
“Woe to you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe and
mint and anise and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters
of the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done
without leaving the others undone.”
It’s important to work through exactly what Jesus is approving and what He is not approving. In His
statement, Jesus does not condemn the practice of tithing. In fact, when speaking of the tithe, He
specifically said, “these you ought to have done.” He condemned the leaders for giving the tithe while
neglecting the internal character which should accompany a person who gives out of a pure heart for God.
Jesus’ statement is favorable concerning tithing. In essence He is saying, “it’s the right thing to do”. On
the other hand, He is making the point that one can do the right thing with the wrong attitude or heart.
Jesus makes this same distinction when it comes to praying. He never condemns prayer, but He does
condemn praying with the wrong motives or without the “weightier” matters of prayer in consideration.
Therefore, His admonition concerning prayer sounds very similar to His admonition concerning tithing.
“And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to
pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by
men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But you, when you pray, go into your
room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and
your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. And when you pray, do not use vain
repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words.
Therefore, do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you
ask Him.” (Matthew 6:5-8)
The comparison of Jesus’ comments on prayer helps us to understand how to properly interpret Jesus
statements concerning tithing. In both passages he is condemning the religious leaders without
downgrading or dismissing that which they were doing.
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This is important because we know that Jesus often would not only condemn the religious leaders, but He
would condemn their practice as well. Jesus didn’t hold His tongue when it came to dismissing a
traditional religious practice if it had been misunderstood or was to be considered as obsolete for His
followers.
Jesus had no problem speaking against traditional practices that had emerged from the Old Testament
and the Law. He would even violate them intentionally to make the point that these practices were no
longer of importance or that they were somehow being inappropriately applied. You will recall He
intentionally allowed His disciples to violate the Sabbath and He violated the Sabbath Himself. He did this
for two reasons: 1) to show the legalistic Pharisees that the Sabbath was made for man and not man for
the Sabbath, and 2) to show the Pharisees that He was Lord even of the Sabbath (Mark 2:23-28).
So, we see that Jesus did not dismiss the tithe as He did the Sabbath. We see that He even spoke
favorably toward the tithe. Though Jesus did not condemn the practice of tithing, He did condemn the
Pharisees for misusing this practice.
We also observed that Jesus did not condemn prayer, but He condemned the misuse of prayer. And along
with prayer and tithing there were other practices that Jesus did not condemn, but He condemned their
misuse. For instance, He made this same distinction when it came to giving to the poor (Matthew 6:1-4),
fasting (Matthew 6:16-18), evangelism (Matthew 23:15) and righteous deeds (Matthew 23:27,28) to name
a few.
If Jesus condemned religious leaders for the misuse of prayer, giving to the poor, fasting, evangelism and
righteous deeds, yet we still practice all these; why should we as New Testament Christians not feel some
degree of commitment to continue the tithe as well?
So, we see when Jesus spoke on giving, He did not condemn or discontinue the tithe. In actuality, He
encouraged us to give more than ten percent. But more about that later
The Tithe Encouraged in the Book of Hebrews- Hebrews 7:1-8 serves as a chronological overview regarding
tithing throughout all time. It addresses the first tithe of Abraham (vv.1,2) and then follows a timeline
that leads to the tithe some four hundred years later as reflected in the Law (v.5). The timeline continues
as it speaks of the tithe beyond the scope of these events (v.8).
Of course, the main purpose of Hebrews 7:1-8 is to explain that Christ’s priesthood order is greater that
the Levitical priesthood order. The reason Christ’s priesthood order is greater is because it is universal in
scope (meaning it should not simply be applied to one nation- Israel) and that it is eternal in scope
(meaning it should not simply be applied to one period of time).
The universal aspect of the priesthood order is seen in v.1 where Melchizedek is called priest of the most
High God. Before there was a nation of Israel, Melchizedek represented the universal God of all.
The eternal aspect of the priesthood order is seen in verses 3 & 8 where Melchizedek is compared to
Christ who had “neither beginning of days nor end of life” and who “lives”. Verse 17 goes on to speak of
Christ as a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.
The writer of Hebrews makes a powerful point that we must be careful to capture and reflect deeply
upon: When Abraham gave His tithe, He actually gave it to Christ’s priesthood order. This is true because
Melchizedek served as a type of Christ and represented Christ priesthood order. This is also true because
the Levitical priesthood order had not even been established at that time.
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If we follow the logic of Hebrews 7, the first tithe by Abraham was given to Christ’s priesthood order and
not the Levitical priesthood order. It was an acceptable offering given under a priesthood order that is not
limited to one nation (universal) and not limited to one time period (eternal in scope). And if the tithe was
given to Christ’s priesthood order it still has relevance today, because Christ’s priesthood order still has
relevance today.
In fact, in verse 8 it says, “here mortal men receive tithes, but there he receives them.” The first part of
the statement speaks of mortal men (like the priest Melchizedek), but the second part of the statement
speaks of “he” and the “he” represents none other than Christ Himself.
Now this is intriguing. Jesus Christ receives tithes in his universal and eternal priesthood order. This leads
me to believe that just as Jesus’ priesthood order is a divine order which transcends time, so the tithe is
God’s divine standard He has placed in the heart of mankind as a starting point for sacrificial giving.
This would make sense, since the tithe was practiced before the Old Covenant, during the Old Covenant
and continues beyond the scope of the Old Covenant.

The Radical Giving Patterns of New Testament Christians
There may still be others who simply don’t believe tithing is a practice they should exercise as a New
Testament believer.
I have a very simple answer for that. Don’t tithe, instead give as the New Testament believers gave.
However, let me be the first to forewarn you that you will be giving more than ten percent of your income
if you follow the examples of New Testament believers.
As you begin to study the giving patterns of New Testament believers, you discover that every example of
proper giving in the New Testament showed the believer giving more than a tithe!
For example, as Jesus sat observing people put money in the treasury, the Bible says He was bored with
the wealthy as they gave a lot of money. Why? Because the amounts they were putting in were not much
compared to all the money they were keeping in their pockets. In other words, they were giving God
“chump change”. From a proportionate standpoint, they were giving a very small percentage.
But Jesus could not contain his excitement when the widow came with her two mites. Guess how much
she gave? All! One hundred percent. This is the type of giving that Jesus commended. This is the type of
giving that got Jesus so excited that he called His disciples over and began bragging on the woman right on
the spot! (Mark 12:41-44)
Another example is of the early church and how they took all their possessions and sold them and
distributed to one another as they had need (Acts 2:44,45). They also gave all. Of course it was not
required for them to give all, neither was it required for the widow to give all, but the point to be made is
that as New Testament believers God has called us to such a spirit of generosity that we should naturally
excel that which was required under the law.

Out of gratitude for His grace, the New Testament believer should automatically
give more than the Old Testament believer who operated under the law.
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One other example is the churches in Macedonia and how they gave beyond their ability to give even
though they were poor and under persecution (2 Corinthians 8:1-7).
There’s just no way around it. God expects us to be radical givers, beginning with at least ten percent of
our income.
Here’s what we can conclude from our study:
Tithing is a God- ordained percentage that God has always expected His people to give directly to His
kingdom work. It is given out of a heart of worship and gratitude, not legalism. It is a divine standard
that transcends any given time period: whether before the law, during the law, or in the church age.
Moreover, in the church age, the examples of believers giving patterns show they gave more than a
tenth. Therefore, we can conclude that the starting point for sacrificial giving among New Testament
believers is ten percent.

Questions Concerning Tithing
Is Tithing Required in Order to be a Member at New Community?
No. Though we encourage the tithe from our members, we do not demand it. It is required for those who
carry formal leadership in the church to tithe, because we believe it is important for the leaders to model
the things we expect from the members. At New Community, we hold strong convictions about the
importance of tithing, but we realize that circumstances will not always allow the member to tithe right
away. We understand that people are at different points of their spiritual growth and life situations.
However, we do expect the new member to trust God to grow him or her to the point where they can
eventually tithe.
Should my tithe go to the church?
As we attempt to bring as many Old Testament principles concerning tithing over to the New Testament
church, we are faced with the fact that the tithe was exclusively brought to the temple in the Old
Testament. In the Old Testament, the temple was God’s central headquarters for His people and His work.
Today, the church is the central headquarters for His people and His work. Just as the tithe offerings were
used to provide for the priests and those who were disadvantaged in the Old Testament, it seems right for
the church to receive all the tithe as it continues to take care of the needs of elders (1 Timothy 5:17,18)
and those with other needs (1 Timothy 5:3,4,16; James 1:27). My wife and I bring our tithe to the church,
but we give offerings beyond the tithe to other ministries and needs as the Lord leads and provides.
What if there is no way I can start tithing?
First let’s address what your mindset should be. There are many believers living beneath the standards
that God has set for them. The reason is because of a lack of faith, not because of a lack of money or
other resources.
There are Christians who will not make time to study the Bible, and they say the reason they don’t study is
because they don’t have time. Yet, if their schedule was scrutinized, we would learn it is not that they
don’t have time, but it is that they are not willing to make time. It would mean they would have to
sacrifice something on their schedule that they are not willing to sacrifice. This is an issue of maturity and
faith, not how much time they have. The same thing is true of the management of money. The truth of
the matter is that most of us make enough money to tithe, but we are not willing to sacrifice a certain
style of living we’ve grown accustomed to in order to tithe.
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I remember when Michael Jackson was in his heyday. He had mesmerized the world. Right when music
videos became poplar, his popularity skyrocketed. I was living in Atlanta at the time and when he came to
Atlanta, it was the place to be. One young lady I was working with had been doing very badly in the
financial arena. None of us who were working together in that department was making a lot of money.
She had her share of financial hardships and she would occasionally talk about them. With all her
hardships, that young lady got so excited about Michael Jackson coming to town that she said something I
will never forget. It helped me to understand biblical faith. She said, “I don’t have the money, and I don’t
know where I’m gonna get it, but I’m gonna be at that concert!” Of course, it shouldn’t surprise you that
she went to the concert. She came back to work all pumped about it. That let me know that when people
want to do something, guess what? They find the money to do!
This even applies to the person who may be reading this article. I am certain that you can point to
something in your life that you wanted and yet it seemed so out of reach. Despite all that, you now have
it. Maybe there was something you wanted to do that seemed so undoable, yet you’ve managed to make
it happen. You must take that same determination and belief (another way of saying faith) and use it in
the area of being a radical giver for the Lord.
With this in mind, it is more important that you first address your heart and motives concerning tithing,
verses how much money you make or your budget. What you want to pray more than “God give me more
money” is “God give me more faith”

It is not how much we have that dictates our giving, but how much God has of us!

Remember the widow and her mite? Real faith does not begin until I am doing things out of obedience to
God and at the same time, I am absolutely clueless as to how he’s going to work them out. This is why my
wife and I continue to increase our giving regularly. After a while you’ll get use to tithing and the truth of
the matter is that it won’t take much faith to tithe. You’ll be able to see just how you can tithe, pay all
your bills and get all the other things you want. Now remember, once you move into the realm where you
can see things, you are not walking by faith anymore, but by sight.
But beyond the prayer, here are some practical things you can do.
Step #1- Get Accountability

I would discourage you from making a decision not to tithe in isolation, without accountability from
another brother or sister. Pray and find a mature brother or sister in Christ who tithes to help you look at
your financial situation. They may show you items in your budget that you’ve defined as “needs” but are
really just “wants”. One young man said he felt he needed his cable TV because a lot of the teaching that
was helping him to grow was coming from TV preachers. Well, we cannot question his sincerity if he felt
that way, but there are other ways of getting good bible teaching. And if cable is a one of many items in
his budget stopping him from tithing, it’s time to go back to a more basic TV viewing.
Step #2- Make a Commit to Become a Faithful Giver

Before you can begin tithing, there is an important decision you must make. You must decide that you are
going to be a faithful giver to God. Even if you cannot begin tithing right away, you must begin to operate
as a faithful giver. Put another way, you cannot become a tithing giver until you first become a faithful
giver. The decision to become a faithful giver will lay the necessary groundwork that will eventually grow
you to the point of consistently bringing the tithe to the Lord.
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Some people don’t even realize that there are different types of givers. They believe that anyone who
gives to the Lord is a faithful giver. Don’t think that everyone in church on Sunday understands biblical
giving. Don’t think that everyone in church on Sunday is exercising biblical giving when they come to
church. Permit me to introduce you to the different personalities behind the hands that drop money into
the offering basket:
The Fickle Giver
This person gives from the perspective of giving what they can afford. They are not a sacrificial giver.
They can easily sit in church on Sunday and not give anything. They can easily sit in church and renege on
their prior commitments they made to give. Like Ananias and Sapphire, they will often make a promise to
impress people, but will not be faithful to follow through (Acts 5). If they have it they give it. The only
problem is that in their minds they never have it. Their philosophy of giving is not biblical. They give by
sight and not by faith.
The Flippant
This is a person who literally grabs whatever is in their pocket and gives it to God. Sometimes when they
know they only have a dollar in their pocket, they won’t even grab it because they have no intentions of
giving their last dollar! Their approach to giving to God is similar to the approach some take when giving a
waiter a tip- I’ll give whatever is left over. This type of giver is definitely not a sacrificial giver. They have
no real commitment to honor the Lord with their wealth. They do not predetermine their giving. They do
not give off the top. They do not give off all their increase. Giving to God is an afterthought.
In many cases, this kind of giver resents having to give anything at all. Their attitude is one that often
accuses churches of asking for too much money. The truth of the matter is that they themselves have a
heart of greed and resent having to part with their money to anybody or anything that doesn’t seem to
clearly benefit them.
The Fixed Amount Giver
This is the person who says, “whenever I go to church, I’ll always give a set amount.” The person may
commit to give a dollar or $5 or $10 or $20. The amount doesn’t matter. You get the point.
This method of giving is better than the fair-weather giver and the tipper, but not much better. This
person has selected some random number that fits their ability to give. The problem with this type of
giving is twofold. First, the person only gives the amount when they go to church. So if they’ve
committed to give $5 every time they go to church and they go to church three times in a month, they end
up giving the Lord $15. But if they only make it once they end up giving the Lord $5. This is a very low
commitment type of giving. Though more impressive than the first two, it is still based more on giving by
sight than by faith.
Also, this type of giving is really not sacrificial giving. Its a type of giving that does not change if the person
receives some type of windfall. For instance, what if the person receives an end of the year bonus of
$500. God still gets $5 on Sunday. What if the person receives $100 for their birthday? God still gets $5.
In other words, with this method of giving the person does not give in proportion to how God blesses
them, neither does God get the first fruits of all their crops.
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The Faithful Giver
Just like the root of the word faithful, the faithful givers philosophy of giving is based in faith. In other
words, the do not give based on what they can see and calculate. Instead give out of obedience to how
God has told them to give.
What are these basic biblical principles that direct the faith giver:
Giving is a Priority
Giving is a Portion
Giving is Painful
Giving is Persistent
This person is a reliable and consistent giver. They give regularly and faithfully, whether they make it to
church or not.
This person commits a percentage of money to the Lord and gives it faithfully regardless of circumstances.
They give by faith and not by sight. As a result, God delights in their giving just as Jesus delighted in the
widow.
The faith giver is a sacrificial giver. Like the widow and the churches of Macedonia, they give when they
have it and when they don’t.
The faith giver is the person who has come to understand the principles of proportionate giving and has
joyfully implemented those principles into his lifestyle.
Proportionate giving (or portion giving, or percentage giving) is the commitment to give a certain
percentage of all financial income I receive to God’s kingdom work regardless of how much or how little
money I have. It is built from principles lodged in
Proverbs 3:9 & 10.
When Solomon said honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits he was subscribing to the
principle of proportionate giving (Proverbs 3:9,10). In fact, one can only enter into faith giving when he
commits a percentage because only then is he able to say that “it doesn’t matter how much I make or how
little I make, God will receive his portion as the first fruits.”
Let’s look at the verse more closely:
Honor the Lord with Your wealth- All that we do and all that we have should be used to bring glory to God
(1 Corinthians 10:31). Money is no exception. Money is a blessing from the Lord which He gives to us to
bring honor and glory to Him. If we are not honoring Him with our wealth- regardless of whether we’re in
the church or out- then we’ve in essence decided to live our lives with ourselves on the throne and not
God.
The next thing the verse says is to not only honor the Lord with our wealth but more specifically with the
firstfruits of our wealth. Giving to the Lord should be the priority, before play money, before hair money,
before household expenses or anything else. When we commit to this type of priority giving, we will
never again be able to say, “I don’t have it to give.” If the first thing I do when I receive my paycheck is to
set aside my gift to God, it will always be there for Him. And well it should.
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God doesn’t expect us to take our paycheck, figure out our bills, and then give Him whatever is left over.
People who don’t even know God can do that kind of math! Contrary, God expects us to take our
paycheck, render our gift to Him first and then figure out our bills. That’s what you call a firstfruits order!
And the key money principle can be summed up with one word- priority. God’s kingdom is the first
priority when it comes to paying out money. This is why my wife and I write our tithe check first. It
doesn’t matter how scrapped out budget may be for that particular pay period (and its normally is!), God
is going to get His firstfruits offering! If we don’t pay anything else, God will receive the offering we’ve
committed to Him.
Next notice that the verse tells us how much of our wealth we should honor him with the firstfruits of all.
We don’t just honor God with some of our money but with all of our money. In other words, whenever
God blesses me with money, however God blesses me with money, wherever God blesses me with money,
I am to honor him with the firstfruits of it.
Does this mean that we should give God a firstfruits offering when we receive a bonus? Yes, it does. Does
it mean that I should always increase my giving when I receive an increase in pay? Of course, it does.
Why? Because all means all. All means everything we get- no matter how we get it- we honor the Lord
with it.
The firstfruits principle is also the key to proportionate giving. When the Israelites made a commitment to
give the Lord from the firstfruits, they also predetermined a portion or percentage.
The Israelites would make a commitment to the Lord to give a tenth of their flock. They had a
predetermined percentage. This is also clearly taught in the New Testament. Paul tells us that each one
of us should give what we have purposed in our hearts to give. The word “purposed” means that it was
pre-planned, predetermined, premeditated, prepared in advance.
Each believer should determine in advance what percentage of income he will give to God. A devoted
Christian should not find himself or herself on Sunday morning during the tithe and offering trying to
figure out what they are going to give. They should have already prayed over it and committed it to God.
They should have already spent time in worship to God over the fact that He has blessed them with
money to give. They should have already written the check and are now eagerly waiting for the time in
the service where all they have to do is put it in the offering.
Though one may feel it is beyond the realm of possibilities to give, he can still make a commitment to be a
faithful and sacrificial giver if he commits to proportionate giving.
Permit me to illustrate why proportionate giving is so different from simply giving a fixed amount: If a
person grosses $200 dollars every week and commits to give God $10 every Sunday, well in essence he has
made a commitment to give 5% of his income to the Lord’s work; but in practice he has only committed a
dollar amount. By only committing a dollar amount, if the same person gets a bonus or some other kind
of windfall, he may not give 5% off those additional moneys he has received. Neither will this person have
the conviction to give $10 to the Lord’s work even for the Sundays he doesn’t go to church.
On the other hand, the person who commits to give 5% of all he receives will faithfully give 5% off
everything God blesses him with. If he misses church one Sunday, he will still set it aside to give the next
Sunday or he will send it to church with someone else to put it in the offering for him.
The result is that proportionate giving automatically produces a more faithful steward of God’s money. It
produces someone who will honor the Lord with all his increase- not just some.
New Community Bible Fellowship ©Starting Point Class, Revised September, 2020

100

By committing a certain percentage of your income to the Lord (even if it’s less than ten percent) God will
always be honored with all the income you receive. You will always remember to give back a portion to
him, no matter if your income comes from compensation for odd jobs, side work you may do, financial
gifts on your birthday and other special occasions.
Practical Steps to Start Tithing
Now back to the scenario where one is not able to give ten percent: If after looking at your financial
situation there is just no way to begin tithing right away, commit a smaller percentage of your income to
the Lord, and then be faithful to do it.
Proportionate giving is something that the tither automatically does because she is giving ten percent (or
more). But percentage giving should be exercised by every believer- even those who are not at the point
of tithing.
It is important to commit a percentage of your income to the Lord because this form of giving guarantees
sacrificial giving and giving by faith and not by sight. Proportionate giving also ensures that you are giving
to God in proportion to how He is blessing you
(1 Corinthians 16:2).
Commit to First Fruits Giving
The next decision to make along with giving God a set percentage of your income is to commit to God that
you will always give off the top- that is you will give to God first, not second, third or last.
You say, “but it’s impossible for me to make that kind of commitment. I don’t have the discipline.” We
already do this very thing when it comes to paying taxes. The government always takes their money from
us off the top, unless we are self-employed. And even if we are self-employed, we know we better find a
way to make our tax payments when they are due!
So many people will commit to tithing or percentage giving, yet they don’t establish a strong conviction
that they will give God His offering off the top. As a result, they get their paycheck and begin paying bills
first. Before you know it, they look up and they don’t have enough money left to give what they’ve
committed to the Lord. This is why God exhorts us to honor him first. The first check we write should be
to the Lord. The first money we set aside when we cash our checks should be in order to give God what
we’ve promised Him.
I remember at one point in our marriage, money was so tight for Tanya and me that we stopped paying
our taxes. We had just entered into ministry full time and our financial situation was so dire that we
needed every bit of money that trickled in to make ends meet. Whenever we would receive gifts from
donors, we’d use every penny for our expenses. We made no tax payments that year. (Of course, the next
year we had our accountant set up a back-payment plan with the IRS.)
As tight as things were that year, we never stopped tithing! This was because we had fully embraced the
conviction behind the principle of firstfruits giving.
Tanya and I weren’t really concerned about getting a little heat from the IRS. However, we were greatly
concerned about breaching out commitments we had made to Almighty God in the arena of giving.
Step #3- Set a Future “Start Date”

Now setting a future date is important, because it shows the sincerity of your heart to begin tithing. It’s
not just a vague goal out there somewhere. It’s like an engagement ring. An engagement ring is a
promise. Committing a future date to the Lord for when you will begin to tithe is a promise.
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I remember talking to a man about tithing and he said, “I agree with everything you say, I’m just not there
yet.” I looked at him and said, “if you agree and you’re not there, you should at least establish a plan to
get there!” He was unable to answer. A lot of times we try to speak as if we have a sincere heart to grow
and be all God wants us to be, yet our overall behavior and attitude exposes our insincerity.
In planning your time when you will begin tithing, make a commitment of time that gives you enough time
to get your financial house in order (i.e. reduce debt and overall develop biblical patterns for how you
manage God’s money).
It doesn’t matter if you set this date for one year later or five years later, I can guarantee you something.
When the time comes, it will still be just as difficult to begin tithing as it would be if you started today.
Why? Because tithing doesn’t have to do primarily with the amount or the details of your financial
situation, it has to do with faith!

Let’s Review the basic steps for becoming a tither:
Step #1 Get Accountability
Step #2 Make a Commitment to Become a Faithful Giver
Step #3 Set a Future Start Date

Making Vows
I’ve just counseled you in a series of commitments to the Lord. These commitments are to be taken
seriously. In the Bible they are referred to as vows. Ecclesiastes 5:4,5 tells us to be careful in making
vows. Based on what we are covering, if you are not able to tithe you are vowing to proportionate giving,
first-fruits giving, and a specific time in the future to begin tithing.
The current mood among Christians is to avoid vows, because they are afraid of having to keep them.
Vows are from the Lord. They are good and a part of the way God helps us grow. I know Ecclesiastes
5:4,5 speaks of vows from a negative perspective, but my only encouragement to you is to never be afraid
of making a vow to God when you know it’s what He’s called you to do.
In the Bible, vows mean the same thing as a covenantal promise. One of the most important covenantal
promises we make to God is concerning marriage (Malachi 2:14b). When a man and woman get married
before God, they make vows. Their vows indicate their growth and their commitment to what God has
called them to do. Those vows are right and good before Almighty God.
When God leads us into marriage vows, we know He has promised to give us the strength to fulfill those
vows for a lifetime. He won’t leave us to fend for ourselves. In the same way, as you make deeper vows
in the arena of how you manage God’s money and how you give His money, He will also provide the
strength you need to remain faithful. In fact, this is the essence of Malachi 3:10. God doesn’t say, “trust
yourself” if you decide to tithe. He says, “trust Me.” God doesn’t say, “test yourself” if you begin to tithe.
He says, “test Me.”
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What if my unbelieving spouse does not want me to tithe?
Women have asked me, “what do I do if my unsaved husband doesn’t approve of me giving ten percent of
my income to the Lord’s work?” This is a great question with a simple answer. You honor your husband.
Whenever you honor your husband, you are also honoring the Lord, because you are honoring the
authority, He has placed over you.
God honors the authority that He delegates to kings, government, husbands and other areas. God wants
us to honor the authority that is over us, unless there is a clear and gross violation of the will of God, the
ways of God and the word of God. Moses addresses this principle as he speaks to the heads of the tribes
of Israel in Numbers chapter 30:
Numbers 30:10-15 (NLT)
[10] "Suppose a woman is married and living in her husband's home when she makes a vow or
pledge. [11] If her husband hears of it and does nothing to stop her, her vow or pledge will stand.
[12] But if her husband refuses to accept it on the day, he hears of it, her vow or pledge will be
nullified, and the Lord will forgive her. [13] So her husband may either confirm or nullify any vows
or pledges she makes to deny herself. [14] But if he says nothing on the day, he hears of it, then he
is agreeing to it. [15] If he waits more than a day and then tries to nullify a vow or pledge, he will
suffer the consequences of her guilt."
God wants you- as much as possible- to submit to your unbelieving husband (1 Peter 3:1-6). If your
husband is an unbeliever, there will be many issues (some minor, some major) in which you will have to
battle with your husband. Therefore, you must choose your battles carefully. Tithing would not be an
area I would advise a Christian woman to fight with her unsaved husband. I would advise a woman in such
a situation to give as much as she can. Let’s remember that the ultimate principle for giving that pleases
God is not how much we give, but how much our heart delights in giving it. That’s why the Bible says that
God loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:7). That’s also why Jesus was pleased with the widow’s
offering, though she put in, so little compared to the others who were giving that day.
I would also encourage a woman in this type of situation to continue praying about her desire to tithe.
She should continue bringing it up to her husband at appropriate intervals of time.
Lastly, trust God to save your husband. By submitting to him as much as you can, you will increase your
chances of winning him to Jesus by your chaste conduct (1 Peter 3:1,2).

What if I cannot give cheerfully?
Some people will site 2 Corinthians 9:7 as if to say, “If I tithe, I know I will not be able to give that much
money and feel good about it. God doesn’t want me to give if I can’t feel good about it. Therefore, I
should not tithe.”
Let’s look at this more deeply by asking a series of questions: If I cannot read my Bible cheerfully, should I
still read it? If I cannot pray cheerfully, should I still pray? Jesus seemed to think the disciples should have
continued in prayer with him even though they were so riddled with fatigue that they could barely keep
their eyes open in the garden of Gethsemane.
2 Corinthians 9:7 has often been misunderstood. And when a passage is misunderstood you better believe
it will be misapplied. New Testament giving is always a freewill arrangement. Tithing is a freewill
arrangement, but it reflects God’s best in this area of sacrificial giving. Understand that everything we do
as Christians is to be done as a freewill expression (even praying).
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In Acts 5:4 we learned that believers had the right to keep their money. Note the two questions Peter
asks Ananias: “While it remained, was it not your own?” and “…after it was sold, was it not in your
control?” This was not some kind of Christian socialism where it was mandatory for every believer to give
up everything or the same amount. It was a free-will arrangement for the support of the church. Yet with
this fact stated, it does not take away from the point that God has a biblical ideal.
We do not have to read our Bibles daily, but that doesn’t take away from the fact that God’s biblical ideal
is that we study and meditate on it day and night (Joshua 1:8). In the same way, we do not have to spend
time in prayer daily, but this doesn’t not take away from the fact that God desires us to pray without
ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17). We don’t have to make our start point for sacrificial giving the tithe, but
the fact still remains that the tithe seems to be God’s biblical ideal for sacrificial giving.
When the Bible says God loves a cheerful giver, it does not necessitate that each time we give, we will feel
good. It is more a statement of our delighting to do the will of God. The Greek word for cheerful is the
word from which we get “hilarious”. This suggests that God loves a heart that is enthusiastic about
obeying His will for us to be generous givers.
Now this makes so much sense when you look at the broader context of Paul’s point. In
2 Corinthians 7-9, Paul is trying to convince the Corinthians to follow through a commitment they made to
give to another church in need- obviously something they were not feeling cheerful about doing or they
would have done by now. In 2 Corinthians 9:5 Paul says he has had to send someone to the Corinthians to
collect the money they had previously promised, so that it would be ready to be received as a generous
gift instead of a loathsome obligation.
The first thing worth noting is that in context, Paul is not speaking about a regular collection that’s taken
up every week when the believers gather for worship. He addresses that in 1 Corinthians 16:2. The
offering Paul was concerned with was a special one time free will offering.
Also, it’s worth noting that in his attempt to convince the Corinthians to keep the promise they made to
give money (2 Corinthians 8:10,11/ 2 Corinthians 9:5), he uses two examples to inspire them and instruct
them. One of those examples is the Churches of Macedonia (read 2 Corinthians 8:1-7). The other
example is Christ Himself. Notice what 2 Corinthians 8:9 says:
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for
your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.

Paul is describing how Christ gave His life is an example for us in how we should give money. There is no
greater example that applies to just about anything and everything we represent as Christians. Jesus’
death on the cross was the ultimate sacrifice, no one would argue. It was also a “free-will” offering. He
said no man takes my life, but I lay it down (John 10:18).
But with this in mind, we have to ask a question. Was Jesus “cheerful” in the sense of feeling happy when
he gave himself for us? Hebrews 12:2 tells us that Jesus endured the cross, but it also tells us that he
despised the shame of it. This lets us know exactly how He felt as he gave Himself for our sins. He
despised giving himself on that cross. In fact, you may recall that He prayed in the garden for the cup to
pass (Matthew 26:38,39). Make no doubt about it, Jesus did not feel cheerful when he went to the cross.
On the other hand, Jesus gave himself cheerfully- not because he felt good about suffering and taking on
the sins of the world, but because He was delighting to do the will of the Father. It is in this sense that
New Community Bible Fellowship ©Starting Point Class, Revised September, 2020

104

Jesus gave Himself cheerfully for our sins. Also, we know that the Father was always pleased with the son.
So, when 2 Corinthians 9:7 says God loves a cheerful giver, it must include His son Jesus who gave Himself.
Jesus despised the hardship of the cross but delighted (was cheerful) in an opportunity to obey His father.
When it comes to giving, this is our calling as well. To think that God is calling us to financial giving that is
devoid of pain cuts against the grain of everything Jesus calls us to as His followers.
Though we may despise the hardship of the discipline of giving, we should delight in the fact that we are
obeying the Father.
Here’s a truth you can take to the bank: Rarely will you grow in your Christian experience without doing
something you don’t feel like doing. Put another way, you will always have to obey God first. After you’ve
obeyed God, the good feelings will follow.
I recommend to people who feel as if tithing is legalistic to simply give more than the tithe! In fact,
whenever our giving becomes legalistic, it is an indication that we need to increase our giving, not
decrease.

Instead of putting a ceiling on our giving, why not
put a ceiling on our standard of living and take the
lid off to spontaneous, grace-motivated giving?

The Bible is clear. We should all be growing in our giving no matter what portion of our income we give (2
Corinthians 8:7). And that means that sooner or later we should all reach a level of giving where we are
giving ten percent. But guess what else it means? If we are all faithful to grow in this area, eventually we
will all reach a level where we are giving more than ten percent.
This lets me know that we don’t have to get too bogged down with the theological debates but simply
make a commitment to always be growing in our giving. God will take care of the rest.
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New Community’s Position on Women in Ministry
1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

New Community holds to the teaching that women are equal in personhood to men
(Galatians 3:28).
New Community holds to the teaching that God endows women with any and all
spiritual gifts He might endow to a man (Acts 2:17). Therefore, God gives women
leadership and speaking gifts (1 Corinthians 12:11).
Though women are equal to men in personhood and giftedness; in the church
women are not equal in function. In the church, God has entrusted formal
leadership to men (1 Timothy 2:12).
The decision for God to restrict certain functions in the church to men does not
reflect negatively concerning His character, but reflects positively concerning His
divine design and order (1 Corinthians 11:3).
Because God gives women leadership and speaking gifts, He expects them to use
those gifts for His glory within the confines of His divine design and order
(Romans 12:6-8/ 1 Peter 4:10).
New Community is committed to helping the women of our church grow to
whatever caliber of ministry or leadership God has called them as long as it
meets with the biblical design for women in Christian leadership.

Can a woman be a pastor or elder in a church?
We believe that the Bible clearly teaches a woman should not function as a formal pastor or elder because
these positions represent the formal shepherding office of the church and would include her functioning
in an authoritative role over men. Because a woman is not to exert authority over a man, she would not
qualify for these offices. (see 1 Timothy 2:12/5:17 & Hebrews 13:7,17).
Does a woman carry any authority in the church?
Yes, she does! Though the church is governed by the Pastor and Elders, every member should have input
into decisions. Notice in Acts 6:5 that the decision put forth by the leaders pleased the entire multitude.
The same truth is brought out in Acts 15:22. Leadership in the church, no matter what level, should never
be overbearing and dictatorial. Instead elders are to lead with humility, with an openness to the input of
the entire congregation.
Are there any opportunities for women to preach and teach in the church?
Yes! Those who are mature are told to teach the younger women how to love their husbands and children
and to be good managers of their home (Titus 2:3, 4). In other words, a great degree of discipleship of
women should be done by other women. This means that in the church women can use their leadership
gifts for one-on-one discipleship of women, small group Bible studies for women; as well as preaching and
speaking forums to women.
In the church, women should be free to exercise their teaching and preaching gifts toward all-women
classes and gatherings.
Women are also given a mandate to be involved with the spiritual development and teaching of children
(1 Timothy 2:15).
We also see through the example of Aquila and Priscilla teaching Paul that women can teach men when
working in partnership with another man (Acts 18:26). Therefore, it would be appropriate and even
encouraged for women to teach Adult Bible Classes comprised of both men and women, as long as the
woman is teaching in partnership with a man.
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With the approval of the Pastor and Elders of the church, a woman should be allowed to preach, teach or
speak to the entire congregation gathered on Sunday morning. These occasions would be specialized
exceptions and not the norm. Since she would still be operating under the authority of the formal church
leadership, the approval of occasional functions for women missionaries, special women’s days and other
special days are appropriate.
Along with the above-mentioned areas of service for women with leadership abilities, other Sunday
Service leadership functions that are biblical would include praying, words of edification, words of
exhortation, words of comfort (1 Corinthians 14:3), announcements, testimony and ministry of song.
Because there are normally more women in a church than men, there are more discipleship opportunities
for women than men. Proper discipleship always entails teaching, shepherding and most of the other
leadership gifts. Since it would be inappropriate for a man to disciple a woman other than his wife (1
Corinthians 14:34,35/ Titus 2:3,4), women leaders in the church become indispensable.
What about some of the women whom God seems to be using mightily as Pastors?
Someone may be wondering, “What about women who are pastors in the church and do it well? What
about women who are being effective as pastors?” They may go on to ask, “Isn’t God blessing them? Isn’t
God using their lives as formal leaders in churches?”
The answer of course is yes. God can do anything. God has used women to have authoritative roles over
men in the history of his kingdom and as a result his kingdom has been advanced. There have been
situations in various places and times that if women had not stepped up to formal leadership in the
church, God’s work may have been slowed. However, this reality does not rob the point that all along God
has desired to see men rise up to take the formal role of leadership in the church.
When we are trying to get right answers it’s important that we ask right questions. Therefore, the
question ought not be can God use women in formal leadership roles in the church? Instead the right
question to ask is how would a church be structured and governed that would be most pleasing to God and
honoring to His word? Once the right question is answered with the right answer, then we are prepared
to conclude by asking one final question: as a church, how does God want us to go about implementing
His biblical ideal?
In the church we should always aspire for the biblical ideal. There have been situations in the history of
the church where women have gone to foreign lands as missionaries. They’ve been the first to penetrate
a people group with the good news of Jesus Christ. Yet these same women have stepped down from their
pastoral role once they had established men mature enough and gifted enough to lead the church. These
women understood that the biblical ideal was for men to take the formal leadership role in the church.
There have been times throughout the history of Christianity that- for whatever reason- there were no
men to take the lead. But this is not the case today. Certainly not in America! Therefore, we must walk in
patient faith and trust God to raise up men to lead his church.
There is a permissive will of God and then there is a perfect will. There are many things that God will
permit, yet it is not His best. For instance, in Matthew 19 Jesus reminded the Pharisees that God’s original
plan for marriage was one man for one woman. God established this with Adam and Eve when He said,
“the two shall become one flesh.” Yet God blessed Jacob even though he had two wives. God used Jacob
and his two wives (and their handmaidens) to produce the 12 men who birthed the twelve nations of
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Israel. God will often use us even if we stray from his biblical ideal. That has nothing to do with us, and
everything to do with His grace.
There is always a danger in arguing a biblical case from a “successful” experience. Someone could say,
“what about homosexual churches? There are many churches popping up that endorse the gay lifestyle.
These churches are thriving, growing and doing well. Therefore, God is blessing them and using them.”
Someone else may say, “what about same sex- marriages? They seem to be working. They’re staying
married. They’re even successfully adopting and raising children!” Someone could say, “what about the
Nation of Islam?” Someone else may say, “what about Jehovah Witnesses? Boy are they growing!” Just
because something is done in the name of goodness, rightness, morality and even in the name of God
doesn’t mean that it’s of God or blessed by God. This is where our commitment to being fully biblical is
tested and proven.
In the Home & Church
In the Bible we see women leading in government and commerce. Yet, when it comes to the home and
church, God has clearly laid out in Scripture that there should be male leadership.

How does New Community interpret 1 Corinthians 14:34 & 35?
Women are not to have an authoritative voice in the Christian assembly. Men are to be in that place of
verbal authority. The woman is to be an example of quiet submission. The word silent has a range of
meanings. It could mean soft spoken or without any audible expression. In light of 1 Corinthians 11:5 (and
1 Corinthians 14:31) it could not possibly mean that a woman is to be completely without audible expression
in the church.
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New Community’s Position on the Gift of Tongues
1.
2.

3.

We hold to the view that all the gifts of the Spirit as listed in Ephesians 4,
1 Corinthians 12 & Romans 12 still exist.
The Bible clearly teaches us not to forbid speaking with tongues
(1 Corinthians 14:39b). However, Paul also gives clear guidelines and
restrictions for the use of the gift of tongues.
Based on the guidelines and restrictions listed in 1 Corinthians 14, as a rule
we discourage the speaking of tongues in our general worship assemblies.
a.
Based on the teachings of 1 Corinthians 14:2, we hold to the view
that tongues is primarily a gift to be used in private prayer.
b.
Tongues brought forth publicly without an interpreter only serves to
edify the one speaking and not others who hear.
(1 Corinthians 14:4,5,18,19,28).
c.
In keeping with the spirit of 1 Corinthians 14:23-25, we place a
strong emphasis on the intelligible speaking gifts (e.g. prophecy, teaching). When the
intelligible speaking gifts are used in public services it maximizes God’s purposes being
fulfilled for everyone present; whether they are a member of our church, a visitor who is
saved or a visitor who is not saved.
d.
Based on the teachings of 1 Corinthians 14:27,28, we believe that
tongues- if exercised publicly- must meet these biblical guidelines:
#1- no more than three during the service, #2- one at a time and #3- an
interpreter must be available.
e.
We believe that 1 Corinthians 14:29b is best understood in that the
official leaders of the church must make judgments concerning what should
be allowed in the worship service. Sometimes these judgments must be
made right while the worship service is in process. Other judgments
should be made and implemented as part of regular church protocol.
f.
Sober consideration should be given before church leaders allow
someone in the assembly to speak to the entire gathering simply
because they have a certain gift, regardless of what the gift may be.
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Preparing for Your New Members Session
Date of Session ____________
Leader I Met With__________________________________
In Preparation for New Members Session: List your questions and concerns for the elders and bring your
membership manual to the Elder Session.
Areas to be Covered During My New Members Session
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

My Salvation Story
My Need for Baptism
Covenant of Ministry
Life Group
Plans for My Spiritual Growth
My Unique Needs as a Member of NCBF
The Needs of My Family
My Unique Contributions I Hope to Make as a Member
My Commitment to Serve
My Commitment to Give

Questions or Concerns I would Like to Discuss at my New Members Session:
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Church Correction- When a Member is Disfellowshipped
You shall not hate your brother in your heart. You shall surely rebuke your
neighbor, and not bear sin because of him (Leviticus 19:17).
In harmony with the scriptural teaching of the Christian faith, church correction must be a functional part
of the local church (Matthew 18:15-20/ 1 Corinthians 5:1-13/ Galatians 6:1,2/ 2 Thessalonians 3:6,11-14/
Titus 3:10,11). Church correction carried out in its severest situation would mean the removal and
disfellowship of a member from involvement with New Community Bible Fellowship.

What is Church Correction?
Church correction is the term that New Community applies to the biblical practice of the church lovingly
confronting a brother or sister who is intentionally disobedient to the Word of God, or who has established
a pattern of intentional disobedience to the Word of God. The goal of church correction is to restore the
brother or sister to God but can also result in the removal of a brother or sister from the church.
Church correction is not to be applied to the member who may be struggling with a sin yet is sincerely and
practically striving to get beyond the sin. Church correction is only to be applied to the brother or sister
who has become defiant in their attitude toward their sin, with no intention of correcting the behavior,
attitude or speech (Mat. 18:15-17/ Galatians 6:1,2/ 2 Thessalonians 3:14/ Titus 3:10,11). They possess a
“non- repentant” attitude. This is a very important distinction.
Why does New Community practice Church Correction?
The scripture commands us to do so, to maintain a holy community, to maintain favor with God and His
blessings. The church- God’s holy community- never wants to be perceived as condoning sin (1 Peter
1:14,15/ 1 Corinthians 5:2, 11/ Ephesians 5:11).
Ephesians 5:3-13
[3] But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be
named among you, as is fitting for saints; [4] neither filthiness, nor foolish
talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.
[5] For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is
an idolater has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. [6] Let no one
deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes
upon the sons of disobedience. [7] Therefore do not be partakers with them.
[8] For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light [9] (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness,
and truth), [10] finding out what is
acceptable to the Lord. [11] And have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them.
[12] For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in
secret. [13] But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for
whatever makes manifest is light.
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What type of actions are taken when church correction is exercised?
Firm yet loving correction with the goal of restoration. If the member does not repent from the sinful
behavior, attitude or speech the member can be disfellowshipped from the church (Gal. 6:1,2/ Mat. 18:1517/ 2 Timothy 2:23-26).

What type of behavior from a member would be grounds for church correction?
A behavior that offers an extreme danger or disturbance to the flock as well as any form of clear violation
of scripture would be grounds for church correction. There are at least four large categories: false doctrine,
sexual immorality of any kind, ethical immorality of any kind, behavior or speech that causes division and
strife among membership
(1 Timothy 1:18-20 [2 Timothy 2:17,18]/ Titus 3:10,11/1 Cor. 6:9-11/ Galatians 5:19-21/ Ephesians 4:25-5:5).
Here are some situations which could lead to church correction: (1) A member is teaching or promoting a
doctrine that the elders deem as false teaching, heretical and or divisive; (2) A member is involved in an
immoral lifestyle and is making no effort of repenting from that lifestyle; (3) By speech or behavior a
member is spurring division in our church.
Here are some situations where church correction would not be necessary: (1) a member is struggling to
overcome a chemical addiction or sin habit, yet is accountable and taking steps toward deliverance; (2) a
member is working though normal issues of Christian growth- for example the new believer who still
occasionally and inadvertently uses profanity. (3) A non-married male member gets a woman pregnant or
a female member gets pregnant out of wedlock yet is repentant and responsibly working through making
the situation right. Though these situations may require the member to come under the watchcare of the
elders and confess their sins to those in the body of Christ who have been affected by it, they are not
necessarily situations that result in removal from the church.
The church should never apply the principles of church correction in a petty way. They should always be
applied with much prayer and only after many clear and biblical attempts to get the believer back on track
have failed (Galatians 6:1,2/ Titus 3:10,11).

What would be the Process for Disfellowshipping a Member?
If a member of New Community is behaving inappropriately concerning doctrine or lifestyle issues, and it
comes to the attention of the officers of the church (Matthew 18:15-17), the wayward member will be
approached by the elders of the church and placed under the watchcare of the elders. This special attention
given by the elders will include prayer, intervention, accountability, counsel and instruction to lead the
member back to a right relationship with God and the church. While under the watchcare of the elders,
the member will not be allowed to serve in a ministry at New Community. If the member continues to show
unresponsiveness or defiance, the elders will then take the appropriate steps to dismiss the wayward person
from membership at New Community Bible Fellowship and have his/her name stricken from the church roll
(1 Corinthians 5:2/ Titus 3:10,11). The church members will be informed of the disfellowshipped member
in a special meeting, by letter or in the next church meeting.
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How Should Believers Respond to a Disfellowshipped Member?
The members are told clearly to treat the wayward and defiant Christian as an unbeliever (Matthew 18:17),
to have nothing to do with a Christian who is in rebellion to God (1 Corinthians 5:9-11/ 2 Thessalonians
3:6,14), to not even eat with them (1 Corinthians 5:11b). At times this is practically impossible, but as much
as possible, the Christian should avoid contact and interaction with the rebellious believer.
The Bible teaches that when a church member goes astray and is unwilling to repent, the church members
should grieve over it (1 Corinthians 5:2). The church should pray for the wayward member, that God would
chasten him or her to bring them back to a point of repentance. This is what Paul means when he says,
“hand [the rebellious brother or sister] over to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be destroyed, and his
spirit saved on the day of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 5:5).
An Example- Achan and Sin in the Camp
Joshua Chapter 7

John 17:15-17
[15] I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should
keep them from the evil one. [16] They are not of the world, just as I am not of the
world. [17] Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.
2 Corinthians 6:17-7:1
[17] Therefore, "Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not
touch what is unclean, and I will receive you." [18] "I will be a Father to you, and you shall
be My sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty." [7:1] Therefore, having these
promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

What Should Be Our Attitude Towards a Disfellowshipped Member
Gentleness (2 Timothy 2:24)
Patience (1 Thessalonians 5:14)
Spiritual Maturity (Gal 6:1,2)
Love (2 Thessalonians 3:15)
Grief (1 Corinthians 5:2)
Humility/ Self- Examination for Our Own Sins (Galatians 6:1)
General disassociation (1 Corinthians 5:9-13)

Restoration of a Disfellowshipped Member
The ideal goal of church discipline is not to remove the wayward member but to restore the wayward
member back to rightness with God and his church.
The church has the responsibility of restoring dismissed members who give satisfactory evidence of
repentance and restitution (2 Corinthians 2:6-8). Such membership restoration occurs only after the elders
have met with the member in need of restoration and have concluded that the desire for restoration is
sincere. It is then the responsibility of the elders to receive the wayward Christian back into fellowship and
inform the congregation of the same.
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The Process of Church Correction
Self Correction
1 Corinthians 11:31
One on One Correction
Galatians 6:1
Matthew 18:15
2 Timothy 2:23-26
One or Two Others bring Correction
Galatians 6:1
Matthew 18:16
Tell It to The Church
Galatians 6:1
Matthew 18:17
Elder Intervention & Watchcare
Galatians 6:1
1 Peter 5:1-4
1 Thessalonians 5:14
Removal of Unrepentant Member
Matthew 18:17
1 Corinthians 5:4,5
2 Thessalonians 3:14,15
Restoration of the Repentant Member
2 Corinthians 2:6-8
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The Constitution and By- Laws of New Community Bible Fellowship
Revised August 25, 2020
PREAMBLE
The church organization so titled New Community Bible Fellowship does ordain and establish the following
articles, which form our Constitution on this twentieth day of January in the year of our Lord- two thousand
and eight:
ARTICLE I

NAME OF THE CHURCH
The name of this church shall be New Community Bible Fellowship, whose primary address is 3557
Washington Boulevard, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118. The church may have such other offices and/or
facilities either within or without the State of Incorporation, as the Senior Pastor and Elders Business Board
may deem necessary.

ARTICLE II

PURPOSE AND GOALS OF THE CHURCH
1.

New Community Bible Fellowship is a non-denominational church. We have no formal
affiliations. It is our purpose to be unhampered by the restrictions and decisions of
other churches or denominations that would determine the ministry and message of our church.

2.

Since we believe that the Bible is God’s holy and inspired word, it is our purpose to draw from the
scriptures the principles that determine our beliefs and practices. As the name implies, it is the
Word of God rather than the word of men that ultimately directs our church. The message we
declare to young and old alike is based upon a literal, grammatical, and historical interpretation of
the entire Bible. We proclaim the truths of the Bible, being confident that God is glorified, and
man’s needs are met when His truths are presented and obeyed.

3.

We believe that because New Community Bible Fellowship is a church it is fundamental to our
mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ in accordance with Matthew 28:19,20; Acts 2:42-47 and
Ephesians 4:11-16.

4.

Since New Community Bible Fellowship believes that each member of the body has received from
the Holy Spirit a spiritual gift which he/she is to discover and develop, it is our goal to see that
these spiritual gifts are exercised, contributing to the life of the body.
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5.

It is our purpose to meet frequently for Worship, Prayer, Christian Education, Fellowship and
Outreach in accordance with Acts 2:42-47. Thus, this church’s mission can be outlined by seven
distinctions:
a.

To Exalt Our God- As a church we are committed to worshipping our God corporately
when we come together and individually in our personal lives.

b.

To Encourage Believers- We love, affirm, and serve one another, not only because our
Lord commanded it, but from sincere devotion to one another.

c.

To Educate Believers- We are a church committed to being mature in our understanding
and application of the Bible and teaching those same truths to others.

d.

To Equip Believers- We assist each member of our church in discovering his spiritual
gift(s), developing his spiritual gift(s) and deploying his spiritual gift(s) in the advancement
of God's kingdom.

e.

To Evangelize the Lost- We are engaged in the task our Lord left us: to be His witnesses
and go into all the world with His saving good news.

f.

To Extend God's Church- We desire to see our local ministry expand to the uttermost parts
of the world as we support missionaries, send forth missionaries and plant other churches.

g.

To Empower People and Community- Along with ministering to the spiritual needs of our
fellow man, we are committed to meeting the human and personal needs of people as the
Lord blesses us and gives us opportunity.
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ARTICLE III

DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH
Section 1. The Bible
The sole basis of our belief is the Bible, composed of the sixty-six books of the Old and New Testament. We
believe Scripture- in its entirety- originated with God, and that it was given through the instrumentality of
chosen men. Scripture thus at one and the same time speaks with the authority of God and reflects the
backgrounds, styles and vocabularies of the human authors. We hold that the Scriptures are infallible and
without error in the original manuscripts. They are the unique, full and final authority on all matters of faith
and practice, and there are no other writings similarly inspired by God. (2 Timothy 3:16, 17/ 2 Peter 1:1921/ Revelation 22:18, 19)

Section 2. God
We believe there is one true, holy God, eternally existing in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit- and
that these three equally possess the same nature, attributes, and characteristics of personality. In the
beginning God created out of nothing the world and all the things therein, thus expressing the glory of His
power, wisdom and goodness. By His sovereign power he continues to sustain His creation. By His
providence He is operating throughout history to fulfill His redemptive purposes. (Deuteronomy 6:4/
Matthew 28:18, 19/ John 1:1,14/ Acts 5:3-4/Col. 1:15-19/ Hebrews 1:1-3/ Rev. 4:11)

Section 3. Jesus Christ
Jesus Christ is the eternal second Person of the Trinity who was united forever with a true human nature by
a miraculous conception and virgin birth. He lived a life of perfect sinless obedience to the Father and
voluntarily paid for the sins of all by dying on the cross as their substitute, thus satisfying divine justice and
accomplishing salvation for all who trust in Him alone. He rose from the dead in the same body, though
glorified, in which He lived and died. He ascended into heaven and sat down at the right hand of the Father,
where He, the only Mediator between God and man, continually makes intercession for His own. He shall
come again to earth, personally and visibly, to complete history and the eternal plan of God. (Matthew
1:20-23/ John 1:1,14, 18/ John 20:11-16, 26-28/ Acts 1:9-11/ Romans 3:25-31/ 1 Corinthians 15:1-3/
Philippians 2:5-11/ Colossians 1:13,15; 2:9/ 1 Tim. 2:5/ Heb. 2:16-18; 4:15; 7:25; 10:11-14/ 1 John 2:1,2)
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Section 4. The Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is the eternal third person of the Trinity who was sent into the world by the Father and the
Son to apply to mankind the saving work of Christ. He convicts the minds of sinners, awakening them to
recognize their need of a Savior, and consequently regenerates them spiritually. At the point of salvation
He permanently indwells every believer to become the source of assurance, strength and wisdom, and
uniquely endows each believer with gifts for personal involvement in God's work on earth. The Holy Spirit
guides believers in understanding and applying the Scripture. His power and control are appropriated by
faith, making it possible for the believer to lead a life of consistent Christ-like character, thus bearing fruit
to the glory of the Father. (John 14:26; 16:7-11,13/ Acts 5:3,4/ Rom. 5:5; 8:9-11/ 1 Corinthians 12:7-11/
Galatians 5:16-25/ Titus 3:5)
We believe that all gifts of the Spirit as listed in Romans 12:1-8, 1 Corinthians 12-14 and Ephesians 4:1-16
are still in operation today, and the appropriate use of certain gifts (i.e. tongues, prophecy and healing) must
be conducted with the utmost biblical integrity (1 Corinthians 14:23-33).

Section 5. Satan and Angels
God created a vast number of sinless spirit-beings called angels. The function for some of these angels is to
worship God. Others are sent forth to transmit messages or render service to believers. Their functions
also include the power to inflict judgment upon men and- at limited degrees- control natural forces.
(Numbers 22:21-35/ Judges 6:11-36/ 2 Kings 19:35/ Psalm 34:7/ Daniel 10:10-13/ Matthew 1:20-24)
One of these angels sinned through pride and ambition to be as the Almighty, thus becoming Satan (the
Devil). When Satan fell, he drew after himself a host of angels- biblically known as demons. Satan and his
demonic forces are in active pursuit of unholy purposes today. Satan is responsible for tempting man into
original sin, thereby breaking man's relationship with God. Satan is the prince of this world, the father of
all lies, man's great tempter and the aggressive enemy of God's kingdom. Satan is not mythical or allegory,
yet a personal and real being. (Genesis 3:1-5/ Isaiah 14:12-15/ Ezekiel 28:14-17/ John 8:44; 10:10/ 2 Cor.
4:4/ Eph. 2:2/ 1 Pet. 5:8/ 2 Pet. 2:4/ 1 John 3:8/ Rev. 12:9)
Despite Satan’s power, when the Lord Jesus Christ died on the Cross, He limited the power of Satan and
guaranteed the ultimate triumph of God. (Matthew 25:41/ Colossians 2:13-15/ Revelation 20:10)

Section 6. Creation of Earth and Man
The creation events as recorded in the book of Genesis actually took place in time and space; meaning they
could have been marked on a calendar and map. These events are to be accepted literally, not allegorically
or figuratively. Thus, the worlds were framed by the word of God. In creating the worlds, God did not use
preexisting materials. All things were created out of the nonphysical resources of God’s omnipotence.
(Genesis 1:1-25/ Exodus 20:9-11/ Hebrews 11:3)
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Further, man’s creation was not a matter of evolutionary change of species, or development through
interminable periods of time from lower to higher forms. Instead man was created in God’s own image. All
animals and vegetable life were made directly by God in their currently known form. All animals and
vegetables were brought into being under God’s established law that they should bring forth only after their
kind. (Genesis 1:1- 27; 2:7; 2:21-23/ Matthew 19:4-6/ 1 Corinthians 15:39)

Section 7. Salvation
The central purpose of God's revelation in Scripture is to call all people into fellowship with Himself.
Originally created to have fellowship with God, man defied God, choosing to go his independent way, and
was thus alienated from God and suffered the corruption of his nature, rendering him unable to please God.
The fall took place at the beginning of human history, and all individuals since have suffered these
consequences and are thus in need of the saving grace of God. God has supplied that saving grace through
the person of His Son- Jesus Christ. (Genesis 1:26, 27; 2:16, 17; 3:6/ Romans 3:23, 24; 5:12; 6:23/ Ephesians
2:1, 5)
The salvation of mankind is wholly a work of God's free grace, not the result, in whole or in part of human
works or goodness and must be personally appropriated by faith in Christ and repentance. Repentance is a
vital part of believing, and is in no way, in itself, a separate and independent condition of salvation; nor are
any other works or expressions of goodness. (John 1:12; 3:16; 5:24/ Acts 4:12/ Romans 4:4-5; 10:9, 10/
Ephesians 2:8, 9)
When God has begun a saving work in the heart of any person, he gives assurance in His Word that He will
continue performing it until the day of its full consummation. (John 10:27-29/ Romans 8:9-11/ Eph. 1:13/
Phil. 1:6/ 1 John 5:11, 12/ 2 Timothy 2:11-13)

Section 8. The Church
The result of union with Jesus Christ is that all believers become members of His body, the church. There is
one true church universal (invisible and not limited to buildings or earthly institutions), comprised of all
those who acknowledge Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. The Scripture commands believers to come
together regularly to devote themselves to worship, prayer, teaching of the Word, observance of baptism
and communion. The Scripture also calls each believer to responsible service to the church through the
development and use of talents and gifts, and outreach to the world. Wherever God's people meet regularly
in obedience to these Scriptural mandates, there is the local expression of the church. Under the watch
care of elders and other supportive leadership, its members are to work together in love and unity, intent
on the one ultimate purpose of glorifying Christ. (Acts 2:41-47/ Romans 12:5/ Ephesians 4:11-16/ 1
Corinthians 12:12-27/ Hebrews 10:24, 25; 13:7, 17/ 1 Peter 5:1-4)
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Sections 9. The Return of Christ and the Rapture of the Church
As Christians, we live with the glorious hope and expectation of the return of Jesus Christ. His return will be
both personal and visible. When Jesus returns, he has promised to rapture His waiting church; that is to
receive to Himself into heaven those Christians who are alive and resurrect those Christians who have died.
He will at that time give them glorified bodies and translate them into His presence to be with Him forever.
(John 14:1-3/ Acts 1:11/1 Corinthians 15:51-54/ 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18/ Titus 2:13/ Revelation 1:7)
Scripture tells us there will be a future period of tribulation on earth, lasting seven years. It is also referred
to as the time of Jacob’s trouble. At the end of this seven-year period the Lord Jesus will establish His
kingdom on earth where He will reign for one thousand years. After that, the heavens and earth as we know
them will be destroyed and a new heaven and earth will be ushered in where the Lord and His children will
abide throughout all eternity. (Jeremiah 30:7/ Zechariah 14:4-11/ Matthew 24:3-44/ 2 Peter 3:10-13/
Revelation 3:10; 7:14; 20; 22:1-5)

Section 10. Eternal State
Death seals the eternal destiny of each person. At death the spirits and souls of those who have trusted in
the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation pass immediately into His presence and there remain in conscious bliss
until the resurrection of the glorified body when Christ returns to rapture His church. For those who did not
trust in Christ, at death their spirits and souls immediately pass into a state of eternal punishment,
anticipating a final day of judgment when their bodies will also be resurrected. (Luke 16:19-26/ 2 Corinthians
5:8)
For all mankind, there will be a resurrection of the body into the spiritual world, and a judgment that will
determine the fate of each individual. For those who did not exercise faith in Jesus Christ, there will be an
eternal separation from God and subjection to eternal punishment. For those who did exercise faith in Jesus
Christ, there will be eternal communion with God, and they will be rewarded for deeds of righteousness
done in this life. (Mat. 25:31-46/ 2 Thessalonians 1:8, 9/ Heb. 9:27/ Revelation 20:11-15; 21: 1-27)

Section 11. Church Ordinances
Our Lord Jesus Christ instituted the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper to be observed by all
believers until His return. (Matthew 3:13-17; 28:19/ Luke 22:19-20/ Acts 10:47-48)
The act of Christian baptism is immersion of the believer in water to show forth a solemn and beautiful
expression of our faith in the crucified, buried and risen Savior. (Romans 6:3-5/Acts 8:26 - 39)
The Lord’s Supper serves as a memorial service in which the elements of the bread and cup remind us of
the love of God that was especially expressed through the death burial and resurrection of His Son, Jesus
Christ. (Matthew 26:26-30/ Acts 2:41, 42/ 1 Corinthians 11:23-26)
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Section 12. Christian Conduct
A genuine expression of faith in Jesus Christ is marked by a life of holiness and obedience, attained by
believers as they submit to the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Trinity. Though works do not save a
person, a healthy salvation response is always accompanied with repentance and a sincere desire to follow
and serve the Lord. Evidence of the Holy Spirit residing in us is a desire to strive for Christian maturity. The
mature Christian life is one characterized by victory and freedom from sin, along with a continual pursuit to
be holy and useful to God. (2 Corinthians 5:17/ Galatians 5:19-26/ Ephesians 2:10; 4:17-5:17/ James 2:17,
24/ 1 Peter 1:15/ 1 John 2, 3)
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ARTICLE IV

MEMBERSHIP OF THE CHURCH
Section 1.

Qualification for Membership
A.

Permanent Members
Membership in the church shall be acquired by affirmation of personal faith in
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, the believers’ baptism, the successful completion of
the church’s pre-membership classes; and the signing of an agreement with the
purposes, goals, and doctrinal statement of the church. The applicant shall be
interviewed by at least one of the following: Pastor, Elders, Ministers, Deacons, or
other assigned representatives as to personal salvation and other basic
membership agreements.

B.

Associate Members
Applicants who desire to retain their membership in another church outside the
city or state, but residing temporarily in the Cleveland area for educational,
vocational, military, or other purposes as recognized by the Elders Ministry, may be
admitted into the membership of this church in the same manner as prescribed for
permanent membership. Associate members shall possess the same rights and
privileges as regular members while attending New Community Bible Fellowship.
An Associate Member must complete the same membership process as a
permanent member.

C.

Children Membership
Children residing with parent(s) who join New Community Bible Fellowship are
accepted as members on the merits of the parent’s membership. At age 18, the
child must complete the adult membership class and all other membership
requirements in order to maintain membership status.

D.

Youth Membership
For the sake of discipleship and greater involvement in the life of the church, youth
(ages 13 to 17) have the option of enrolling in New Community Bible Fellowship’s
Youth Membership class. Once 18, these persons will receive training for adult
membership.
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Section 2.

Receiving Members
A.

Section 3.

General Attendance
A.

Section 4.

To finalize the membership process, all applicants shall be publicly presented to the
church body at a designated church meeting or service. At which time, the member
shall be extended the right hand of fellowship signifying membership.

New Community Bible Fellowship’s worship services, prayer services concerts and
other general events are opened to all persons.

Meetings of the Members
A.

Annual Meetings
There shall be at least one annual meeting of the members of the church. In this
annual meeting, the membership shall receive: (1) the Senior Pastor’s report,
update and perspectives, (2) a review of the church’s performance in the most
recent budget period, (3) an analysis of the next proposed budget along with (4) an
outline summary of minutes from the most recent annual meeting (or semiannual
meeting).

B.

Semiannual Meetings
In an effort to keep the congregation informed as to the business, direction, and
needs of the church, the Senior Pastor may convene other meetings throughout the
year.

C.

Regular Meetings
Weekly worship, midweek Bible study, and other regular meetings including the
entire or parts of the membership may be set and established by the Senior Pastor
and Elders Ministry. Notification of regularly scheduled meetings shall not be
required.
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Section 5.

Membership Involvement in Decision-Making
A.

Selection of Senior Pastor and Acquisition of Property
The membership will carry a voting duty in the selection and/or removal of a
Senior Pastor or acquisition/ renovation of property and/or other materials
exceeding $250,000. The decision will be determined by a majority vote during a
specially called meeting. Only those present at the meeting are permitted to vote.

B.

Revision of the Church Constitution
The membership will be allowed a sixty (60) day period to review revisions to the
constitution as submitted by the Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry. During the sixty
(60) day period of membership review, members will be able to submit
recommendations, questions or concerns. All input must be submitted in writing
and will be filed with the Elders records. (see Article XIII)

C.

Consultation Beyond the Membership
Those outside our local body may be solicited by the Senior Pastor and Elders
Ministry for their specific expert advice on the matter (s) under consideration by
the Senior Pastor and Elders.

D.

Membership Grievances
All formal grievances submitted by a member, will be reviewed in an Elders Ministry
meeting, and the member will receive a written response.
A grievance is constituted as formal when it is put in writing to the Senior Pastor
and Elders Ministry. The member’s name must be on the document and there must
be a clear request for a response from the church.

Section 6.

Withdrawal and Dismissal of Members
A.

Withdrawal
Members may withdraw from church membership by submitting notification in
writing. Such withdrawal requests and any notices of change of church membership
shall be recorded by the administrative staff and a letter of acknowledgment sent
to the withdrawing member.
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B.

Dismissal Due to Inappropriate Behavior or Teachings
In harmony with the scriptural teaching of the Christian faith, the church must
administer correction (discipline) to wayward members. Should the behavior
continue, the church may move to disfellowship a non-repentant member. (Mat
18:15-20; 1 Cor.5:1-13; Gal 6:1, 2; 2 Thes. 3:6, 11-14; Titus 3:10,11).

Section 7.

C.

The desired outcome of church correction is restoration of the member
to good standing with the Lord and the church.

D.

Members who knowingly and consistently promote or live out doctrine, speech or
behavior which conflicts with the tenants of New Community Bible Fellowship’s
constitution and/or threatens the unity and peace of the church will be brought
under the Elders’ Ministry watchcare by the Senior Pastor and the Elders’
Ministry.

E.

In the case where a member under Elder Watchcare continues living
inconsistently (in a deliberate and unrepentant fashion) with the biblical
Teachings and/or any decrees of the church constitution, the Elders Ministry will
draft a resolution to remove the person from membership and his/her name will
be struck from the church roll.

F.

Actions of disfellowshipping a member will be reported to the church
body in a general or specially called church meeting.

G.

Dismissal Due to Lack of Participation (See Article XII. Section 2).

Restoration of Dismissed Members
A.

The church also has the responsibility of restoring dismissed members who give
satisfactory evidence of repentance (2 Corinthians 2:6-8) and who have corrected
the offense. Such membership restoration occurs only upon final approval of the
Senior Pastor and the Elders Ministry.

B.

Actions of restoring fellowship and membership will be reported to the church
body in a general or specially called church meeting.

New Community Bible Fellowship ©Starting Point Class, Revised September, 2020

125

ARTICLE V

STATEMENT OF GOVERNANCE
New Community Bible Fellowship’s government and oversight of the ministry is built around the following
groups: The Senior Pastor, the Elders Ministry and the Elders Business Board.

ARTICLE VI

SENIOR PASTOR
Section 1.

Responsibilities of the Senior Pastor
A.

The Senior Pastor shall be the recognized leader and chief executive of the church.
He shall be responsible for providing specific and general guidance to the church.

B.

Authority to execute documents, deeds, contracts, and any other legal papers of
the church shall be vested in the care of the Senior Pastor and the Elders Business
Board. (Article VIII. Section 1.A.4)

C.

The Senior Pastor- working in session with the Elders Business Boardand appointed
staff- shall be responsible for ensuring the funds of the church are received and
distributed in accordance with the goals and purposes of the church, as stated in
Article II of this constitution.

D.

The Senior Pastor shall function as the Chairman of the Elders Ministry. All Elder
Ministry decisions must meet with the Senior Pastor’s approval. The Senior Pastor
shall preside as Chairman of the Elders Business Board, the executive staff and all
congregational business meetings.

E.

An Annual Senior Pastor’s Report will be submitted each year for the annual
church business meeting.

F.

As the chief administrator of the church, the Senior Pastor- working in session with
the Elders Ministry and Elders Business Board- shall be responsible for the general
oversight, coordination, administration and operation of all programs and
personnel of the church. In cases of hiring and termination, all staffing, personnel
decisions and ministry leadership assignments must meet with the approval of the
Senior Pastor.

G.

It shall be the responsibility of the Senior Pastor to serve as the primary
spokesperson of the policies, goals, direction, vision, and ministry of the church to
the members as well as to the community at large.

New Community Bible Fellowship ©Starting Point Class, Revised September, 2020

126

Section 2.

Section 3.

H.

It shall be the duty and obligation of the Senior Pastor to be the primary teacher
of the Word of God as contained in the Old and New Testaments and to oversee
all aspects of spiritual ministry of the church.

I.

The Senior Pastor shall be an ex-officio member of each council, committee, staff
team, department or ministry of New Community Bible Fellowship, and is thereby
permitted to attend any and all meetings of church groups.

Senior Pastor Accountability Board
A.

The Senior Pastor Accountability Board (SPAB) serves as a group of 3 to 5 men (nonmembers of New Community Bible Fellowship) to whom the Senior Pastor is
accountable regarding issues relating to the full scope of his qualifications and
duties to serve at New Community Bible Fellowship.

B.

The SPAB serves as an advisory board and covering to the Senior Pastor. The SPAB
functions as an advisory group to New Community Bible Fellowship’s Elders
Ministry and the church as a whole.

C.

The members of this group will be recommended by the Senior Pastor and
approved by the Elders Ministry.

D.

The members of the SPAB shall not serve a pre-determined term. Each member
must be reaffirmed by the Elders Ministry annually. Any member of the SPAB can
be discontinued at anytime by a decision of the Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry.

E.

Members of the SPAB shall play the primary role in conducting an annual review of
the Senior Pastor; including recommendations for compensation, benefits and
other proposals helpful to the care and development of the Senior Pastor, his
ministry and family.

Chairman of the Senior Pastor Advisory Board
A.

The Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry have the duty of designating one member of the
SPAB, currently active, as Chairman of the SPAB.

B.

This Chairman will serve for one year and the Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry will
determine if he should continue functioning as Chairman. If so determined by the
Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry, he may serve consecutive terms; and need not
rotate out after one year.
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Section 4.

Section 5.

C.

It shall be the special duty of the Chairman of the Senior Pastor Advisory Board to
meet with the Senior Pastor for a review of his ministry and life at minimum two (2)
meetings in the course of one (1) calendar year.

D.

It shall be the special duty of the Chairman of the Senior Pastor Advisory Board to
hold an additional annual Senior Pastor Advisory Board meeting with all SPAB
members present. During this annual meeting, the SPAB shall conduct the Senior
Pastor’s annual review; and process a wide array of subjects with the Senior Pastor
concerning the health of the ministry and vision initiatives.

E.

In accordance with Article VI, Section 3. C & D, it shall be the responsibility of the
Chairman of the Senior Pastor Advisory Board to meet and report to the Elders
Ministry an assessment, evaluation and recommendations from his (and the Senior
Pastor Advisory Board’s) reviews with the Senior Pastor.

Resignation or Discontinuation of the Senior Pastor
A.

The Senior Pastor shall give a two month written notice of resignation. Terms of
separation will be determined in session with the Senior Pastor, the Elders Ministry,
the Senior Pastor Accountability Board and other related department leaders at
NCBF.

B.

In the case of the untimely passing of the Senior Pastor, the Elders Ministry shall
work under the counsel and direction of the current Senior Pastor’s Accountability
Board in covering the immediate deficiencies of church and pulpit ministries; as well
as working toward calling a new Senior Pastor. (Article VI. Section 5)

Discipline or Dismissal of the Senior Pastor
A.

Reasons for Discipline or Dismissal
1.

Under the supervision of the Senior Pastor Advisory Board, the Elders
Ministry may initiate proceedings for discipline or removal of the Senior
Pastor from his office when there is clear verifiable, ongoing moral and/or
doctrinal turpitude. The charge must be verified by more than one witness
(1 Timothy 5:19-20).

2.

Valid charges should be submitted in writing and signed by the
accusing party(s). The accusations may include those mentioned in Article
VI. Section 5.A.1 or other qualifications of eldership as listed in 1 Tim. 3:17, Titus 1:5-9; 1 Pet. 5:1-4).
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B.

Meeting Procedures

C.

Section 6.

1.

In the case of substantiated accusation(s) based on the criteria found in
Article VI. Section 5, the Elders Ministry will call a meeting with the Senior
Pastor Advisory Board.

2.

All meetings pertaining to possible discipline of the Senior Pastor, must be
attended and chaired by at minimum two (2) of the current members of
the Senior Pastor’s Advisory Board.

3.

All decisions and determinations made by the Elders Ministry pertaining to
discipline of the Senior Pastor will be decided by a majority vote of the
Elders Ministry. (Article VII. Sec. 7)

4.

The assumption of the Senior Pastor’s duties will be determined by the
Elders Ministry under the direction of the SPAB.

5.

Before meeting with the congregation, the Elders Ministry and SPAB will
conduct- at minimum- one (1) private meeting with the Senior Pastor under
investigation.

Procedures for Termination
1.

The removal of the Senior Pastor shall be conducted according to the same
procedure as is provided for the calling, nomination, and election of a
Senior Pastor. (Article VI. Sec. 6.D)

2.

The Senior Pastor- who is the subject of the inquiry- shall not have the
power to vote and shall not cast a vote at any meeting relating to such
inquiry or removal from office.

3.

The Senior Pastor- who is the subject of the inquiry- will be given an
opportunity to speak or answer questions during church meetings based on
the discretion of the Senior Pastor Advisory Board and the Elders Ministry.

Filling the Senior Pastor’s Office
A.

Succession Plan
1.
The current sitting Senior Pastor must have a succession plan on file in the
church records. This plan must be updated every two years, and reviewed
with at least one member of the SPAB.
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B.

C.

2.

The Elders Ministry is required to review and consider the Senior Pastor’s
succession plan though not bound by it.

3.

After reviewing the Senior Pastor’s succession plan, the Elders Ministryunder the counsel and direction of the current Senior Pastor Accountability
Board- will put a detailed plan in place to candidate, nominate and
recommend a Senior Pastor to the congregation.

Senior Pastor Search Committee (SPSC)
1.

If necessary, after reviewing the Senior Pastor’s succession plan, the Elders
Ministry shall appoint a committee composed of no more than 5 (five), to
seek candidates for the position of Senior Pastor. The committee will be
chaired by an Elder and also include at least one NCBF minister or deacon.
The other three (3) seats shall be filled by upstanding and faithful leaders
of New Community Bible Fellowship who have been members at least 3
(three) years. These three will be selected by the Elders Ministry under the
direction of the Senior Pastor Accountability Board.

2.

The SPSC shall follow the procedures put in place by the Elders Ministry for
a thorough process in identifying, interviewing and selecting candidates to
be presented to the Eldership. The SPSC may seek advice from the Elders
Ministry only in the context of a formal Elders Ministry Meeting.

3.

The SPCS have the duty of presenting no less than three candidates to the
Elders Ministry within one year.

4.

At the conclusion of the SPSC’s year of service, the Elders Ministry may vote
on whether to keep the same group in place or establish a new Senior
Pastor Search Committee.

Nomination of the Senior Pastor
1.

After receiving candidate recommendations from the Senior Pastor Search
Committee, the Elders Ministry will make the final determination on the
candidate to be presented to the congregation.

2.

The Elders Ministry will present only one candidate to the congregation;
determined by a two-thirds majority vote of the Elders Ministry.
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3.

D.

The candidate shall be presented to the members of the church during a
special church meeting called for the purpose of electing a Senior Pastor.

Election and Calling of the Senior Pastor
1.

The Elders Ministry presents the Senior Pastor prospect; and the
congregation will be allowed a two-month period of examination of the
prospect. The specifics of the congregation’s examination of the candidate
and his family will be determined by the Elders Ministry.

2.

The new Senior Pastor shall be elected by a two-thirds vote of those
members present at a congregational meeting called for the purpose of
electing the Senior Pastor.

3.

This meeting shall be announced by a written notice mailed not less than 1
month (30 days) prior to the said meeting. The notice shall also contain a
complete profile of the candidate and his family.

4.

Should the candidate receive less than two- thirds vote of the members
present, the matter of nomination and election shall be returned to the
Elders Ministry, following the procedures of Article VI. Section 5.
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ARTICLE VII

ELDERS MINISTRY

Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

Governing Style
A.

New Community Bible Fellowship is committed to the biblical concept of elder
government (Elders Ministry). The Senior Pastor functions as the chief and primary
elder of the Elders Ministry (Article VI. Section 1.D).

B.

The Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry are charged with the duty to lead as
shepherds and managers of God’s church under the headship of Christ. (Acts 14:23;
15:4; 20:17/ 1 Tim. 3:1-7; 5:17/ Titus 1:5-9/ Heb. 13:17/ James 5:14/ 1 Peter 5:1-4)

Qualifications for Eldership
A.

To qualify for eldership, a man must meet the biblical standards for an elder as
outlined in Scripture before and during his term as an elder. He must model a
mature Christian lifestyle along with leadership and teaching abilities. (1 Timothy
3:1-7/ Titus 1:5-9/ 1 Peter 5:1-4)

B.

Before qualifying for Elder candidacy, the prospective Elder must first serve as an
officer at NCBF for no less than two years.

C.

If an officer has not served for at least two years, an exception can be made for
ordaining him into Eldership. It requires a formal written appeal from a serving
Elder, and approval by the Elders' Ministry.

Duties of the Elders
A.

Spiritual Oversight- The Elders shall be responsible for assisting and supporting the
Senior Pastor in the care, nurturing, discipleship and discipline of the flock. The
Elders are to serve as an extension of the Senior Pastor in providing personal and
professional ministry resources and leadership to the church, and thus further
ensuring New Community Bible Fellowship attains to the fullness of its vision as set
forth in Article II.

B.

Officer/ Leadership Development- The Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry are vested
with the duty of identifying, candidating, training and assigning deacons and
ministers for the purposes of New Community Bible Fellowship as set forth in Article
II.
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Section 4.

Nomination and Affirmation into Eldership

A.

Nomination of Elders
Elders are nominated by the Senior Pastor (Titus 1:5) and confirmed by the Elders
Ministry. The Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry shall have the responsibility of
examining and evaluating the qualifications of each prospective candidate, (as
prescribed in Article VII. Section 1 and Article VII. Section 2), making selections, and
overseeing the training of those candidates.

B.

Employment Status
Issues of tenure, specific duties and scope of each Elder's service will be outlined in
a ministry description and other church documents approved by the Senior Pastor
and other assigned officers or staff.

C.

Affirmation into Eldership
Upon the successful completion of the Elder’s training and candidating, each
candidate shall be approved and installed in a public meeting announced and
opened to the church membership.

Section 5.

Section 6.

Number of Elders and Quorum
A.

The quorum necessary to conduct formal Elders Ministry meetings shall be at least
three or two-thirds of the members of the Elders Ministry.

B.

The proxy of an Elder will not constitute an attendance for the purpose of a quorum.

Meetings of the Elders Ministry
A.

Stipulations:
1.

The Elders Ministry only functions as an authoritative body while
conducting formal Elders Ministry meetings approved and chaired by the
Senior Pastor.

New Community Bible Fellowship ©Starting Point Class, Revised September, 2020

133

2.

B.

C.

Offices
1.

The Senior Pastor shall serve as the Chairman presiding over all Elders
meetings.

2.

In the unlikely event the Elders Ministry must meet without the Senior
Pastor, the Senior Pastor will designate a “one time” vice chairman from
within the eldership to preside over the meeting.

3.

If the Senior Pastor is not capable of selecting a vice chairman due to his
own moral or doctrinal turpitude in question (or other reason), the Senior
Pastor Accountability Board will select a vice chairman from within the
eldership to preside over the meeting.

4.

It is the responsibility of the Senior Pastor to designate a Secretary for the
Elders Ministry. The Secretary is responsible for taking the official minutes
in the Elders Ministry meetings and drafting policy papers for final approval
by the Elders Ministry. Notation of minutes is required at all official Elders
Ministry meetings.

Regular Meetings
1.

D.

Elders Ministry meetings are mandatory for each Elder of NCBF. If- due to
health and/or any other reason- an Elder is no longer capable of
participating in Elders Ministry meetings, he will be reclassified as inactive
as an Elder of the church.

The Elders Ministry shall convene at a minimum of once per month.

Special Meetings
1.

The Senior Pastor/ Chairman may call a special meeting of the Elders when
necessary or expedient.

2.

In the absence of the Chairman; or in the event of the disability or inability
to serve, the Senior Pastor will designate a “one time” vice chairman from
within the eldership to preside over the meeting.
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3.

Section 7.

Section 8.

If the Senior Pastor is not capable of selecting a vice chairman due to his
own moral or doctrinal turpitude in question (or other reason), the Senior
Pastor Accountability Board will select a vice chairman from within the
eldership to preside over the meeting.

Decision Making Within the Eldership
A.

The Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry will deliberate all decisions regarding the
ministry components of New Community Bible Fellowship and care/ oversight of
the members. This group has the authority to create, modify as well as discontinue
church policies as relates to ministry endeavors and membership.

B.

All decisions deliberated upon in official Elders Ministry meetings will be voted
upon and documented in the minutes of the meeting. Voting is a secular
mechanism, without biblical basis. Though the Eldership utilizes voting as part of its
governing style, it is the goal of the Elders Ministry to seek unanimous consensus if
at all possible. (Acts 2:44; 6:5; 15:22)

C.

When unanimous consensus is not met on a vote, The Elders Ministry will break
from deliberation on the particular subject for sixty (60) days for further prayer
sessions, fasting, research, discussions, and consultation with advisors as
recommended by the Senior Pastor.

D.

After sixty (60) days, the Senior Pastor has the authority to make a final
determination concerning the decision. The final determination must be carefully
documented by the Senior Pastor and Secretary; clearly stating the rationale as well
as a response to all opposing views. A decision can be ratified prior to the 60-day
deadline, if a unanimous agreement is reached within the Elders Ministry before
the deadline.

E.

Official minutes and voting records from all Elders Ministry meetings must be
signed by each Elder in attendance.

Records and Reports from the Elders Ministry
A.

Records, Resolutions and Minutes
1.

Written records, resolutions, and minutes of the proceedings of the Elders
Ministry shall be maintained at all times and shall be kept at the office of
the church.
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2.

Section 9.

For the purposes of communicating business decisions, policy changes or
other vital information, the Elders Ministry may- at its discretion- make
reports available to the church.

Resignation and Dismissal of an Elder
A.

Resignation of Elders- The resignation of an Elder from office shall be in writing,
subscribed by him, and submitted to the Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry two
months prior to the effective date of resignation.

B.

Dismissal of an Elder Other Than the Senior Pastor
1.

The dismissal of an Elder is possible for any form of moral or doctrinal
turpitude that the Elder may display including but not limited to
inappropriate or immoral speech, behavior or failure; divisiveness,
insubordination, heretical teaching or a blatant breach of one or more of
the eldership qualifications as listed in 1 Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:5-9 and 1
Peter 5:1-4.

2.

The dismissal of an Elder is possible in the case of employee related issues
of performance or other items as outline in New Community Bible
Fellowship employment guidelines.

3.

The dismissal or reclassification of an Elder as inactive is possible in the case
of inactivity due to negligence, sickness, disability or other reasons. (Article
VII. Sec 6.A.2)

4.

If a verifiable charge by more than one witness (1 Tim. 5:19-20) is brought
against an Elder, the Senior Pastor shall call an Elders Ministry meeting. The
meeting is for the purpose of reviewing the accusations and determining
what further investigation and meetings are required.

5.

The Senior Pastor will hold the duty of determining if whether the Elder in
question should be allowed to attend any of the proceedings.

6.

During the course of these proceedings, the Elders Ministry shall employ
the same decision-making procedures as outlined in Article VII. Section 7.
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ARTICLE VIII

ELDER’S BUSINESS BOARD

Section 1.

Purpose of Elders’ Business Board
A.

Section 2.

A specialized board within the eldership for the purpose of advice and assistance to
the Senior Pastor in areas pertaining to the general oversight of business activities
related to the church.
1.

Developing short-term and long-term strategic planning for the overall growth
and development of the church.

2.

Planning and comptrolling the annual church budget.

3.

Fiduciary responsibility of ensuring the funds of the church are received and
distributed in accordance with the goals and purposes of the church, as
stated in Article II of this constitution.

4.

Execute documents, deeds, contracts, and any other legal and/or business
papers of the church (Article VI. Section 1.B)

5.

Research and development of church property and/or facility.

6.

Research and acquisition of additional land, facility expansion and/or new
ministry sites.

7.

Assistance with matters pertaining to personnel and organization
development.

8.

Executive oversight and development of additional ministries, businesses and
ventures of New Community Bible Fellowship.

Composition of Elders Business Board
A.

Elders Involved on the Elders Business Board
1.

The number of Elders comprising the Elders Business Board is three (3); the
Senior Pastor and two members of the Elders Ministry.
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B.

Church Members Involved on the Elders Business Board
1.

Section 3.

Section 4.

Section 5.

The Elders Business Board will contain two church members, having been
members in good standing for a minimum of two (2) years, gifted and
experienced in the arenas of corporate, finance, business matters and/or other
related disciplines.

Appointment to Elders Business Board
A.

The two Elders comprising the Elders Business Board will be assigned into this
position by the Senior Pastor.

B.

The two church members serving on the Elders Business Board will be nominated
by the Senior Pastor and confirmed by the Elders Ministry.

Elders Business Board- Term and Qualifications
A.

The term of service for Elders assigned to the Elders Business Board will be
determined by the Senior Pastor and the Elders’ Ministry, contingent upon the needs
of the church.

B.

The term of service for church members assigned to the Elders’ Business Board will be
a two (2) year period; at which point those members will be required to rotate off the
board for at least one year.

C.

All members of the Elders’ Business Board are required to participate in all church
business meetings, leadership meetings and leadership training meetings.

Decision Making on the Elders Business Board
A.

Non-Elder Members
1.

The non-Elder members of the Elders Business Board serve in the role of
advisors and therefore are not extended voting privileges.

2.

Non-Elder member’s views are recorded in the minutes of the meetings,
along with those of the Elders.
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B.

Section 6.

Section 7.

Elders
1.

The Elders serving on the Elders Business Board will employ the same
procedures for decision-making as required for the general Elders Ministry
(Article VII. Section 7)

2.

A summary of the minutes from Elders Business Board meetings must be
reviewed with the Elders Ministry in a subsequent meeting.

3.

In keeping with Article IV. Section 5.A, acquisition/ renovation of property
exceeding $250,000, must first be approved by the general Elders Ministry,
before information is presented to the church.

Elders Business Board- Frequency of Meetings
A.

The Elders Business Board will conduct a minimum of six meetings within a twelvemonth frame.

B.

The Elders Business Board may hold meetings, both regular and special, as often as
necessary. These meetings may be called without advance notice as necessitated by
the Senior Pastor; and are mandatory.

C.

The Elders Business Board may conduct official meetings within or outside the state of
incorporation. These meetings may also be conducted at multiple sites through
teleconference, simulcast or other means.

Elders Business Board- Quorum
A.

At all Elders Business Board meetings, there shall be at minimum the chairman, one
current Elder member and one current non-Elder member, in order to constitute a
quorum.

New Community Bible Fellowship ©Starting Point Class, Revised September, 2020

139

ARTICLE IX

STATEMENT OF NON- GOVERNING OFFICES
New Community Bible Fellowship reserves the right to ordain, license or commission individuals as Deacons
and/or Ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ to perform services for the church body and the Kingdom of
God as listed in the Holy Bible. These services, ordinances and ceremonies include- but are not limited toserving the Pastor, Elders and church; baptisms, communion services, marriages, funerals, missions,
outreach, launching new churches and new ministries. The offices of Deaconship and Licensed Ministers
are non-governing offices, but- in some cases- are conferred specific authority for ministry assignments; as
determined by the Senior Pastor and the Elders Ministry.

ARTICLE X

DEACONS

Section 1.

Section 2.

Qualifications for Deacons
A.

To qualify for the office of deacon, a man must meet the biblical standards for
Deacon as outlined in Scripture before and during his term as a Deacon. (1 Timothy
3:8-13; Acts 6:1-6)

B.

He must function as a mature servant leader to the church, particularly as it
concerns services to the church which do not entail teaching, but primary serving,
servicing and shepherding physical and personal needs of the flock. (Acts 6:1-6;
Philippians 2:19-30; 1 Timothy 3:8-13)

Purpose of Deacons
A.

Section 3.

The purpose of Deacons is to assist the Senior Pastor, Elders, and church leaders in
serving the needs of the members of the church and the ministry.

Duties and Responsibilities of Deacons
A.

To assist in meeting the spiritual, physical, material, and temporal needs of the
members of New Community Bible Fellowship, with the purpose of developing
individual moral and spiritual character in each member of New Community Bible
Fellowship.
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Section 4.

Section 5.

Section 6.

B.

To assist and serve the Eldership in providing care for members and assistance with
the ministry in a broad range of services.

C.

To guard the unity of the spirit within the church and to perform other duties and
responsibilities delegated and prescribed by the Elders Ministry.

Nomination and Appointment of Deacons
A.

Nomination of Deacons- Nominations of persons to be considered for the office of
Deacon may come from the membership as well as directly from the Elders
Ministry. The Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry shall have the responsibility of
assessing the qualifications of each prospective candidate, (as prescribed in Article
X. Section 1 and Article X. Section 2), making selections, giving oversight of training
of deacon candidates.

B.

Appointment of Deacons- Upon successful completion of the Deacon’s training
program, each candidate will be presented to the Elders Ministry for approval as a
qualified candidate for the office of Deacon. Upon approval by the Elders Ministry,
each candidate shall be installed into the Deaconship during a special public
meeting.

Chairman of Deacons’ Ministry
A.

The Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry have the duty of appointing one Deacon,
currently active, as Chairman of the Deacons’ Ministry.

B.

The Chairman of the Deacon’s Ministry will serve as the primary leader of the Deacons,
holding the responsibility of calling meetings, oversight of Deacons and assignments;
and representing the Deacon’s Ministry in meetings with the Senior Pastor and/or
Elders Ministry.

C.

The length of service as Chairman of the Deacons Ministry will be for two years,
whereas the current Chairman will rotate out; and a new Chairman will be appointed
by the Senior Pastor and the Elders Ministry.

Composition and Term of Office of Deacons
A.

Composition of Deacons- The number of Deacons shall be set by the Senior Pastor
and Elders Ministry and determined in accordance with the size and needs of the
congregation.
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B.

Section 7.

Term of Deaconship- Each Deacon shall hold office as long as he is faithful to his
calling, has the capability to fulfill his calling and has the confidence of the Senior
Pastor, the Eldership, his fellow Deacons and the congregation.

Meetings of Deacons
A.

The Deacons Ministry shall meet with the Senior Pastor or assigned Elder at
minimum once per month.

B.

Deacons may be called to meetings with all officers as often as required- as
necessitated by the Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry.

C.

Deacons may be called into meetings by the Chairman of the Deacons Ministry for
the purpose of planning and executing assignments in assisting the Senior Pastor,
Elders or membership.

Section 8. Resignation or Removal of Deacons
A.

Resignation of Deacons
The resignation of a Deacon shall be in writing, subscribed by him, and submitted
to the Elders Ministry a minimum two (2) months in advance.

B.

Inactive Status of Deacons
A Deacon may maintain his title as Deacon if- by reason of time constraints, illness,
infirmity, or other inabilities- he can no longer function in attending meetings and
serving in the capacity of a Deacon of the church. He must submit a letter of
resignation from active duty as a Deacon and thus receive a reclassification to the
status of Inactive Deacon.

C.

Removal of Deacons
1.

The same procedures and policies for removing an Elder also apply to
the removal of a Deacon (see Article VII. Section 9.B).

2.

In the case of employment, issues of tenure, specific duties and scope
of each Deacon’s ministry will be outlined in a ministry description and
other church employment documents.
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ARTICLE XI

LICENSED MINISTERS

Section 1.

Purpose of Ministers
A.

Section 2.

Section 3.

As the Lord has given different gifts of leadership and service, the church is
authorized to call and appoint men to labor in assisting the Pastor and Elders in
critical leadership roles of oversight; such as and not limited to: counseling and care
of the membership, ministry to the dying and their love ones, officiating wake and
funeral services, officiating and solemnizing marriages: baptizing, administering the
Lord’s supper, baby dedications, visiting the membership; missions, outreach
services to the poor, the sick and afflicted; teaching, evangelism, prayer, worship
leading during congregational assemblies; and launching new churches/ new
ministries.

Qualifications of Ministers
A.

The persons who fill this office have, in Scripture, obtained a good standing in
serving faithfully as a Deacon and embody the qualifications of leadership as listed
in 1 Timothy 3:1-13.

B.

He has displayed the ability to- consistently serve out of the spirit of Timothy and
Epaphroditus (Philippians 2:19-30)

Nomination and Appointment of Ministers
A.

Nomination of Ministers- Nominations of Minister candidates will be determined
by the Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry. The Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry shall
have the responsibility of assessing the qualifications of each prospective
candidate, (Article VII. Section 1 and Article VII. Section 2), making selections, giving
oversight of training and preparation for licensing.

B.

Appointment of Ministers- Upon successful completion of the Minister candidating
process, each candidate will be presented to the Elders Ministry for final approval.
Upon approval by the Elders Ministry, each candidate shall be licensed and
ordained as a Minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ under the covering of New
Community Bible Fellowship.
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Section 4.

Section 5.

Composition and Term of Office of Ministers
A.

Composition of Ministers- The number of Ministers shall be set by the Senior Pastor
and Elders Ministry and determined in accordance with the size and needs of the
congregation.

B.

Term of Ministerial Service- Each Minister shall hold office as long as he is faithful
to his calling, has the capability to fulfill his calling and has the confidence of the
Senior Pastor, the Eldership, his fellow officers and the congregation.

Resignation or Removal of Ministers
A.

Resignation of Ministers
The resignation of a Minister shall be in writing, subscribed by him, and submitted
to the Elders Ministry a minimum two (2) months in advance.

B.

Inactive Status of Ministers
A Minister may maintain his title as Minister if- by reason of time constraints, illness,
infirmity, or other inabilities- he can no longer function in attending meetings
and serving in the capacity of a Minister of the church. He must submit a letter of
resignation from active duty
as a Minister and thus receive a reclassification to
the status of Inactive Minister.

C.

Removal of Ministers
1.

The same procedures and policies for removing an Elder also apply to the
removal of a Minister (Article VII. Section 9.B).

2.

In the case of employment, issues of tenure, specific duties and scope of
each Minister’s ministry will be outlined in a ministry description and other
church employment documents.
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ARTICLE XII

RECORDS

Section 1.

Section 2.

Maintenance of Records
A.

The Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry carry the responsibility of keeping
current and accurate records for the churches financial, operational and
other records.

B.

Minutes of all official meetings shall be kept on file at the church office.

Revision of Membership Records
A.

Section 3.

In an effort to maintain accurate and complete church records, the Membership
roster will be reviewed by the Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry- at minimum- every
two (2) years. If determined the member has been absent from church attendance
and involvement for one (1) year, the member’s status will be reclassified
accordingly.

Records Available for Review by Membership
A.

As a 501c3 organization, New Community Bible Fellowship subjects itself to an
annual audit by a certified accounting firm. The results of this audit shall be
released to the membership at the annual church business meeting.

B.

New Community Bible Fellowship shall release financial reports concerning the
fiduciary status and activity of the church at least twice per year.

C.

It is the policy of the church to protect basic privacy rights of all staff, and maintain
maximum morale among staff and members. The church does not release details
of any or all staff person’s salary, wages, compensation, benefits or any other
employee information.
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ARTICLE XIII

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
Section 1.

Constitutional Review and Amendments
A.

This constitution shall be reviewed a minimum of every three (3) years for
updates, revision and ratification of changes by the Senior Pastor and Elders
Ministry.

B.

Beyond the three year required reviews, this constitution may be amended or
revised by the Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry at any time deemed necessary.

C.

Amendments and revisions to the Constitution should follow the same Eldership
decision-making procedures as listed in Article VII. Section 7.

D.

A copy of proposed revisions to the constitution will be distributed to the
membership sixty (60) days prior to being signed into law.

E.

During the sixty (60) day period of membership review, members will be able to
submit recommendations, questions or concerns. All input must be submitted in
writing, and will be filed with the official Elders records.

F.

Each member who submits input will receive a response in writing from the Elders
Ministry.

G.

During the sixty (60) day period, The Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry may make
further revisions; due to the input from the membership.

H.

In a meeting- at least sixty (60) days after distributing the revised constitution to
the membership; the Senior Pastor and Elders Ministry will present explanations
for revisions to the constitution, address select questions and concerns of the
membership and sign the revised constitution into law. (See Article IV. Section 5.B)
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ARTICLE XIV

DISSOLUTION OF THE CORPORATION

This corporation may be dissolved in compliance with the terms and provisions of the Non-Profit
Corporation laws of the State of Ohio, under the charter of the corporation and under the appropriate
provisions of the Internal Revenue Code of the federal government.
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