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I. Testing a Disciplemaker’s Heart, 1 Thess. 2:1-4 
1. God tests the Hearts of Disciplemakers vv.1-4 
 
 
 
 
 • In the Old Testament Deut. 8:1-5 
  Gen. 22 
 
  Jn. 12:24 
 
 
II. Developing a Disciplemaker’s Heart, 1 Thess. 2:5-12 
1. Developing a Heart of Integrity, vv.5-6, 9-10 
 • Integrity and selflessness, v. 5 
 
 
 
 
 • Heart to please God, not people, v. 6 

 
 
 
 

• Living example, vv. 9-10 
- Worked hard to not burden you financially, v. 9 
 
 
- Life that is:  
  Holy (osiōs) “pertaining to a manner pleasing to God devoutly”1 
  Righteous (dikaiōs) “...justly, in an upright manner” 
  Blameless (amemptōs) “in the Greco-Roman world of people of   
   extraordinary social consciousness blamelessly” 

 
2. Developing Heart of Nurture, v.7 
 nēpios - “the metaphors of infant and nurse are complementary.” [BDAG]. Thus, this word 
 is used of the character of a nurse with an infant, hence most English translations translate 
 nēpios “gentle.” NIV, ASV, ESV, and KJV. 
 

Gentleness: Fruit of the Spirit  
 
 
Gentleness: has been defined as “power under control.” 

 
1 Definitions of Greek words are from the standard Greek-English Lexicon, Frederick William Danker, ed., A Greek-
English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 3rd. ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
2000). Electronic text hypertexted and prepared by Oak Tree Software, Inc. Electronic Version 2.8 
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Gentleness is more than power under control. It is a selfless power that does not use its 
strength to ensure its own demands are met, demands which flow from our deepest needs, 
esp. our drive to protect our own interests. 
 
 
Gentleness is a power or strength that is expressed through mercy, grace, compassion, and 
love. 

 
 

Summary of Gentleness:  
The quality of Christlike character and leadership, that because of security and significance rooted in Christ, 
uses its strength/authority/power selflessly to encourage, nurture, protect, empower, and bless others. 

 
 
 

3. Developing a Heart of Vulnerability, vv.7-8 
 
 
 
 

• Disciplemaking requires vulnerability of Heart 
 - Disciplemaking means sharing from my life 
 - Disciplemaking means Demonstration 
 - Discipleship is walking with God in the Whole of Life 
 - Disciplemaking is sharing with another person from how I am walking with God 
 through the whole of life. 

 
4. Developing a Heart of Encouragement, vv.11-13 
 - Developing a heart is that is able to encourage (parakaleō) –“ to urge strongly, appeal  to, urge, 
 exhort, encourage”  
 

 - Developing a heart is that is able comfort (paramutheomai-)- “console, cheer up” 
 
 - Developing a heart is that is able to urge (marturomai) –“... to bear witness.... to urge someth. 
 as a matter of great importance, affirm, insist, implore 
 
 
III. Rewarding a Disciplemaker’s Heart, 1 Thess. 2:17-20 

1Th. 2:19 For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord 
Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? 
 
1Th. 2:20 Indeed, you are our glory and joy. 

 
Phil. 2:17 But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your 
faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 
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Conclusion 
1. Summary 
 The Heart of Disciplemaking 1 Thessalonians 2 
  A. God Tests the Heart of a Disciplemaker: To make it Pure and Genuine 
 
  B. God Develops in us the Heart of a Disciplemaker: We cooperate with Him in  
  Our Own Sanctification 
 
  C. God rewards the Heart of a Disciplemaker: On That Day We will have Joy, Glory 
  and a Crown of Rejoicing because of those we have discipled! 
 
 
2. Application 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Closing 
 My Hope of Joy, My Crown of Rejoicing! 
 


