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STRONG AFFECTION FOR ANOTHER ARISING OUT OF KINSHIP OR PERSONAL 
TIES | MATERNAL LOVE FOR A CHILD | ATTRACTION BASED ON SEXUAL DESIRE 

: AFFECTION AND TENDERNESS FELT BY LOVERS. (AFTER ALL THESE YEARS, 
THEY ARE STILL VERY MUCH IN LOVE.) | AFFECTION BASED ON ADMIRATION, 

BENEVOLENCE, OR COMMON INTERESTS | (LOVE FOR HIS OLD SCHOOLMATES) 
| UNSELFISH LOYAL AND BENEVOLENT CONCERN FOR THE GOOD OF ANOTHER: 

SUCH AS THE FATHERLY CONCERN OF GOD FOR HUMANKIND; BROTHERLY 
CONCERN FOR OTHERS; A PERSON’S ADORATION OF GOD
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Agape - Greek agapē, in the New Testament, the 
fatherly love of God for humans, as well as the 
human reciprocal love for God. In Scripture, the 
transcendent agape love is the highest form of 
love and is contrasted with eros, an erotic love, 
and philia, a brotherly love. 
Agape is unconditional love that transcends and 
persists regardless of circumstances. It doesn’t 
matter what you do, God will always love you. 

KEY SCRIPTURE ON LOVE:
1 John 4:8-10 
The person who doesn’t love doesn’t know God, 
because God is love. God has shown us his love 
by sending his only Son into the world so that 
we could have life through him. This is love: not 
that we have loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son to be the payment for our sins.

John 3:16 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life.

Romans 5:5 
Now this hope does not disappoint us, because 
God’s love has been poured out into our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.

5. 2 Timothy 1:7 
For God did not give us a spirit of timidity but 
one of power, love, and self-discipline.

1 John 3:16 
We know what real love is because Jesus gave 
up his life for us. So we also ought to give up our 
lives for our brothers and sisters.

John 13:34-35 
I give you a new commandment—to love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you also are 
to love one another.  Everyone will know by this 
that you are my disciples—if you have love for 
one another.

Galatians 5:14 
For the whole law can be summed up in this one 
command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

John 14:21 
The person who has my commandments and 
keeps them is the one who loves me. The one 
who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I, 
too, will love him and reveal myself to him.

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 NIV
[4] Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, 
it does not boast, it is not proud. [5] It does not 
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not 
easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. [6] 
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. [7] It always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres.

1 John 4:9 NIV
[9] This is how God showed his love among us: 
He sent his one and only Son into the world that 
we might live through him.
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RESOURCES TO HELP YOU GROW IN 
LOVE ARTICLES:
-   What is agape love and what does it mean - 

Article https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-
life/what-is-agape-love-and-what-does-it-mean- 
for-me.html

-   A Lesson in Love by Dr. Ralph Wilson 
http://www.joyfulheart.com/maturity/jerk.htm

-   11 Simple Ways to Show Your Kid Love 
https://www.parents.com/parenting/better-
parenting/simple-ways-to-show-your-child- 
your-love/

-   What is Love by Kristi Walker 
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/christian- 
terms/what-is-love.html 

BOOKS
-    How to Really Love Your Child 

By Dr. Ross Campbell
-   The Five Love Languages 

By Dr. Gary Chapman

-   Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a Relentless God  
by Francis Chan

-    Love & Respect: the Love she Most Desires/ 
the Respect he Desperately Needs 
By Emerson Eggerichs

VIDEO
-   What Love Requires by Andy Stanley 

https://northpoint.org/messages/brand-new/what-
love-requires

-   The Five Love Languages Explained - video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=doRMsjoDevY

-    The Greatest of These is Love (a message 
series by John Piper) 
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/the-greatest-
of-these-is-love-an-introduction-to-the-series

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
-   On a scale of 1-10, how well do you love 

others? (10 = very well.) 
-   Where would you like to be? 
-    Read John 3:16. Write down the correlating 

actions of God in that verse. 
-   Since love covers a multitude of sins (1 Peter 

4:8), what specific sin can you think of that 
needs to be covered by your love?

-   What will covering this sin cost you? 
-    Love is patient and kind; it’s not envious, 

boastful, arrogant, or rude. Love is not irritable 
or resentful, does not insist on its own selfish 
way, rejoices only in the truth, and bears all 
things (1 Corinthians 13:4–7).

-    What has irritated you this week? How can 
love cover your irritation? Go through each 
attribute of love in I Corinthians 13 and ask 
yourself if you have displayed any of these 
attributes this week?

-    God’s love is self-sacrificing, generous, 
extravagant, lavish, costly, limitless, 
boundless, measureless and unconditional. 
If you loved your spouse, child or parent that 
way this week, what would it look like?

-    We are commanded to love our enemies. 
How well can you love your enemies in 
your own power?

-   Where do we get the power to love others 
when we can not find it within ourselves? 
(Hint: God’s love has been poured out into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been 
given to us. Romans 5:5 and 2 Timothy 1:7-8 
For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but 
of power and of love and of a sound mind.) 

LOVE 
/’L  V/e



NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE FELLOWSHIP | KNOWING JESUS 2022 .

APPLICATION:
TIME ALONE WITH GOD
Spend time with God in a quiet place and talk 
to Him about your need to be better at love. Tell 
him why you are angry, hurt or sad. Ask God if 
there is a connection between these feelings and 
your need to love better? Write down His answer.

STUDY LOVE
Select one day of the week and declare it your 
Joy day. For the next 10 - 12 weeks review/study 
and memorize the scriptures, read a book, 
read the articles, watch the videos and answer 
the reflection questions. You should see your 
love increase.

RECORD YOUR PROGRESS
Keep a record of your progress. When you 
notice how you demonstrate love in your life, 
capture that incident on video, in a journal and 
be prepared to share with others your journey 
to greater love!
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