
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
STEERING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

AUGUST 29, 2022 
 

Present: Rev. Daryl Brown, Sam Morris, Sam Hunter, Reba Hunter, Jim Bolin, Penny Bolin, Carl 
Tott, Smitty Eason, Jane Brown, Bill Harris, Drenda Sternenberg, Bob Sternenberg, and Sarah 
Inzetta. 
 
Rev. Daryl Brown opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 
Concerning the information meeting to be presented during the 10:00 hour on September 
18th, Sam Hunter offered some ideas about this meeting.  After some discussion about the 
structure of the meeting, Daryl reminded everyone that this is an information meeting only 
and will be in the social hall. 
 
Because we only have 45 minutes, it was decided that a Power Point presentation would be 
best.  Sam Morris will prepare the presentation but the information must be to him by 
September 14th.  There will not be enough time for questions and answers so this will be 
done in the town hall meeting to be held on October 2nd.   
 
District Superintendent Steve Patton will be here for the September 26th Church Council 
meeting to discuss the process should we decide to disaffiliate.  He will also answer questions 
about the timeline available.  Section 2553 of the Discipline is the section that allows 
disaffiliation and it expires on 12/31/23.  Our annual conference has extended the time 
period to 12/31/24 by using section 2548 of the Discipline that allows church property to be 
transferred to another denomination. 
 
It was decided that the best way to present would be to have one person present each item 
of information separately.  The first item will be the organizational structure of the United 
Methodist Church and Sarah Inzetta volunteered for this one.   
 
The question came up about organizations like Magnolia Manor, the Methodist Children’s 
Homes, Epworth By The Sea and the Wesley Foundation.  The first three are affiliated with 
the Methodist Church but do not receive any funding from apportionments or other 
Methodist sources so they remain independent.  The Wesley Foundation has to apply for 
apportionments like other agencies. 
 
Smitty Eason will discuss the history of the Methodist Church from its beginning up till now.  
This will include the beginnings of the church under John Wesley, establishment of the 
Discipline, beginning of the United Methodist Church in 1968, doctrinal differences over time 
and the called General Conference in 2019. 
 



Bill Harris will discuss possible new denominations should we decide to disaffiliate.  These 
would include but not be limited to the Global Methodist Church, Free Methodist Church, and 
Wesleyan Church as well as possibly becoming independent. 
 
Sam Hunter will discuss the financial considerations of disaffiliation.  These will include health 
and retirement plans for pastors, exit fee, current bank loan, raising funds and endowment 
agreement amendments.  He noted that we already have a corporation set up that was done 
when we purchased Church Street properties.  Sam will also briefly mention the issues that 
will be deciding factors. 
 
Sam Morris will record the information session and post it to our website along with other 
information.  It was recommended that he not post everything for public use until after the 
information meeting.   
 
When we inform members of the October 2nd town hall meeting, we need to be sure we 
include information where pros and cons to disaffiliation can be found.   
 
Smitty Eason closed the meeting with a prayer. 
 
 

 


