
DISAFFILIATION STEERING COMMITTEE OF 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF AMERICUS 

AUGUST 18,2022 
 
 

Present were: Ricky Arnold, Greg Austin, Jim Bolin, Penny Bolin, Linda Eason, Smitty Eason, 
Ann Harris, Bill Harris, Sam Hunter, Sarah Inzuetta, Sam Morris, Johnny Updike and Wes 
Wheeler 
 
Absent were: Justin Arnold, Sammy Bledsoe, Rev. Daryl Brown, Frank Lowrey, Charles Pryor, 
John Shealy, Bob Sternenberg, Drenda Sternenberg, Carl Tott and Ross Youngdale. 
 
Sam Hunter handed out a sheet outlining the five subcommittees of this committee with 
bullet points for each one.  They were Education/Communication, New Denominations, 
Financial, Legal and Branding. 
 
All agreed that the Education/Communication Subcommittee was most important right now. 
 
Sam Hunter read out the results of a survey done in 2019 by the United Methodist 
Communications Agency.  This survey showed clearly the differences in certain theological 
areas between those identifying in the survey as conservative, moderate and progressive.  
Mr. Hunter mentioned that several Methodist-supported seminaries are in one way or 
another teaching or promoting Unitarian Universalism.  This is described as a post-Christian 
religion with roots in denying the divinity of Christ and in the universal salvation of all people.  
It is sometimes best known for its attitude that all religions as equally valid.  This even 
includes the Candler School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta as it advertises 
Unitarian Universalism churches as “approved sites” at which students can serve as part of 
meeting requirements for Contextual Education.   
 
Several examples were given and discussed concerning bishops and clergy that are blatantly  
ignoring the Methodist Discipline.  Sexuality seems to be the issue that the progressives want  
to highlight as the main issue but it is truly only one of several issues as the above survey  
showed.  The two statements at issue are that the Discipline states that openly gay persons  
may not be ordained and that same sex marriage may not be performed by clergy.  Smitty  
Eason stated that we have always and should hold clergy to a higher standard than lay  
persons.  It was also noted that the Discipline plainly states that all professing Christians that 
have been baptized may be members of the United Methodist Church. 
 
As time is of the essence, a target date of September 18th would be set for an information  
meeting to be held at 10:00 during the time normally reserved for Sunday school to try to get  
as many members as possible to attend.  Rev. Brown has already arranged for our District  
Superintendent to be here on September 26th for his required informal meeting to listen to  
concerns and share information about steps to disaffiliate. 



Committee members were asked to gather information they deemed important to be  
included in a video and written presentation for our next meeting which will be Monday,  
August 29th at 5:30.  Sam Morris has agreed to put the information to be shown in a Power  
Point presentation and to record the program to be put onto our website.  He even  
offered to make a separate page on the website for disaffiliation information.  It was 
suggested that we show the first video in the Rob Renfroe series on the Good News Magazine 
website in the information meeting. 
 
There was a question concerning the cost of disaffiliation.  When Rev. Brown first contacted  
the Conference Treasurer about the pension liability, the number calculated as of March 1,  
2021 was $357,759.88.  However, since that time interest rates have gone up and bond yields  
have also increased and that number as of June, 1, 2022 was $190,353.66 – a substantial 
decrease.  We would also be required to pay one year’s apportionments (a little under 
$100,000) plus any unpaid apportionments from the previous 12 months.  Mr. Hunter noted 
that, if necessary, we could come up with $200,000 now and believes the rest could also be 
raised. 
 
In other discussion, Bill Harris emphasized that there will probably be some that are not in  
favor of disaffiliation and we must give them an opportunity to speak if they want to.  Jim 
Bolin stressed that we have to know where we are going, why we want to go there and how 
we will get there.  Johnny Updike stated that we need to be sure our people know that this 
church, our church, is not going to change.  We are going to love them and treat them just like 
we always have.   
 
Ricky Arnold led us in a closing prayer. 


