
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
STEERING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 7, 2022 
 

Present: Ricky Arnold, Greg Austin, Jim Bolin, Penny Bolin, Rev. Daryl Brown, Terry Duncan, 
Smitty Eason, Ann Harris, Bill Harris, Reba Hunter, Sam Hunter, Sarah Inzetta, Sam Morris, 
Jerry Rowland, Lisa Simpson, Carl Tott, Judy Tott, Wes Wheeler, Mike Yates, and Ross 
Youngdale. 
 
Sam Hunter opened the meeting at 5:30.   
 
Sam reminded us that if we should decide to disaffiliate, there are two parts to the fees we 
must pay.  The first part is our pension liability.  The first number we got for this was for 
3/1/21 and it was about $357,000.  The next number we got was for 3/1/22 and it was about 
$247,000.  We recently got an update for 9/1/22 and it had dropped to about $141,000.  As 
the Federal Reserve Board raises interest rates, the value of the investments for the pension 
liability go up and our pension liability goes down.  Since rates have been raised twice since 
9/1/22, our liability is likely less than $100,000.  The second part of our fees is one year’s 
apportionments plus any unpaid apportionments for the previous 12 months. 
 
Sam then passed out a recent timeline for possible disaffiliation.  A copy is attached to these 
minutes.  He noted that the timeline is in two parts.  The first is for disaffiliation under 
section 2553 of the Discipline.  The second is for departure under section 2549 of the 
Discipline.  This second part was set up by a vote of our annual conference to extend the 
opportunity to leave the United Methodist Church in 2024.  Carl Tott stated that we need to 
be sure that is explained clearly. 
 
Sarah Inzetta has received a publication done by her father he titled Methodism 101 that we 
could possibly use in our Sunday school classes.  Rev. Brown also has a similar publication he 
did a few years ago.   
 
Sam suggested that we have one more town hall meeting and the date agreed to was January 
8, 2023.  Human sexuality and the ballot were discussed thoroughly in the first meeting and 
in this one, the theological and biblical issues will be the primary topics.   
 
A discussion followed concerning the recent Jurisdictional Conferences held to elect new 
bishops.  Bishop Carter, that was sued by over 100 churches in Florida, has been moved to 
North Carolina.  His replacement, Rev. Tom Berlin, is a centrist, but made a statement during 
the 2019 called general conference that the Traditional Plan would be like “putting a virus 
into the American church that will make it very sick” and asked delegates that disagreed with 
him to abstain from voting on that plan.  A new bishop in the Western Jurisdiction, Rev. 
Dottie Escobedo-Frank, said that she hopes that “heretics and edge dwellers would lead the 



church forward”.  One of the new bishops in the Southeastern Jurisdiction was a write-in that 
was not vetted before election.  Also, at the beginning of the session in the Southeastern 
Jurisdiction, the delegates were asked to pray for squash and corn.   It appears that all 13 of 
the new bishops are progressive thinkers and this makes the Council of Bishops more 
progressive than ever.  Fortunately for us, Bishop David Graves is still the bishop over South 
Georgia, South Alabama and West Florida. 
 
Over 600 churches have already voted to disaffiliate and other churches in this area have 
already voted, have scheduled votes or are in the information process as we are.  Sam stated 
that at the November 28th upcoming church council meeting, he will make a motion that we 
contact the District Superintendent to schedule a church vote.  At that time, we cannot 
contact the DS until after January 1st and if the council votes to do so, the DS would then 
schedule the church vote.   
 
Bill Harris reminded everyone that should we vote to disaffiliate that a lot of work needs to 
be done on finance, buildings, staff, etc.  Sam agreed but said that because many churches 
have already done these things, we should be able to get some help.   
 
Smitty brought up the confusion in the way the ballot is worded.  Sam Hunter said that he 
hopes that can be clarified in the town hall meeting.  Sam Morris stated that we should use 
other methods than just talk.  Visual methods are better.  Lisa Simpson said she thought a 
Power Point presentation with handouts would be good.  Sam Morris said he has a clicker 
that can be used to show information on our screens. 
 
Daryl reminded us that he can’t give out copies of the ballot but that we should concentrate 
on the first few words on the ballot.  Then we can vote “Yes” or “No” on those words.   
 
Lisa Simpson asked about the organization and beliefs of the Global Methodist Church.  It was 
noted that their Transitional Book of Doctrine and Discipline is on their website.  Much of 
their theology is the same as the UMC.  Apportionments will be less because of fewer 
agencies to fund and there is no trust clause.  Daryl noted that there is no perfect 
denomination.  The Methodist Church has split several times in the past as have other 
denominations.  We need to do what God leads us to do. 
 
Ann Harris stated that at the January town hall meeting we should do a presentation first 
then ask for questions.  Sam agreed so that other issue information would be given first.   
 
Concerning a church vote, if we get that done, Ricky Arnold reminded us that only current 
members would be allowed in the building to vote and that a 2/3 majority of those present 
and voting would be required.  Daryl said that Elaine and Lacey are currently working on 
updating our membership list.  A question was raised about children voting.  Daryl said that 
all full members, including children, would be allowed to vote. 
 



Lisa Simpson wanted clarification of the difference between disaffiliation and departure.  
Disaffiliation comes under section 2553 of the Discipline and that opportunity ends on 
12/31/23.  Our conference has extended the terms of leaving by authorizing churches to 
leave in 2024 under section 2549 which concerns churches closing because they no longer 
serve the purpose for which it was organized or the property is no longer maintained by its 
membership.  Sarah said to use this we must be very careful with the wording. 
 
Ross Youngdale questioned whether using section 2549 was basically lying and that because 
of the wording on the ballot, section 2553 was also lying.  Daryl said that we have no control 
over the wording on the ballot but that we should focus on the first few words of the ballot: 
“Shall First United Methodist Church of Americus disaffiliate from the United Methodist 
Church …”   
 
There were questions concerning the possibility that some type of protocol could be passed 
at the 2024 General Conference.  Daryl wasn’t sure of any dates being set for the 2024 
General Conference but Ricky Arnold found that it has been announced that it will be held in 
Charlotte, North Carolina with dates of April 23, 2024 – May 3, 2024.  Sam said that because 
all new bishops recently elected were progressive, and because so many traditional churches 
were leaving, he doesn’t believe there will be any support for an easier way for churches to 
leave.  He said that the only thing we know for sure is that we can disaffiliate in 2023 under 
2553.  He said he does not trust the Council of Bishops or the Judicial Council and there is no 
guarantee that they will allow section 2549 to be used to leave when they already ruled that 
section 2548 could not be used.  Daryl noted that everything has risks.  Someone questioned 
whether or not it may cost more in 2024 if rates stabilize.  Ross said that he does not believe 
financial aspects should be considered.   
 
Ross said that before we set a date to vote we need to be sure we provide all available 
information and educate our members.  Daryl said that if the church council requests for the 
DS to schedule a vote, the DS will set the date.  We would have to wait until after January 1st 
to contact the DS under guidance from Bishop Graves. 
 
Jim Bolin said that for us to have any control over our beliefs and to have a chance to further 
God’s kingdom using those beliefs, we must have a vote. 
 
Wes Wheeler reminded us that if the council does not request a vote, that 10% of the 
membership can sign a petition to request one. 
 
There being no further business, Rev. Daryl closed the meeting with a prayer. 
 
 
 

 
 


