
We are glad to have you worship with us. 

September 19, 2021 

Jeremiah 29:11 

                              “Is this real world or exercise?”  

 

This was a question asked numerous times as the events of 9/11/2001 unfolded.  

For those that new the truth of what was happening, they responded with “this is 

not a drill” or they would say ‘this is real world”.   Every time it was confirmed that it 

was hijackings taking place, it took everything to an entirely different level. 

 

Is it not the same way when it comes to our faith?  We can read  inspirational  

stories, watch movies, study the bible, and read  devotions that can have an  

incredible impact on our emotions or motivate us to change.  But there is nothing 

that compares to “real world” experiences, life changing, faith altering experiences.  

 

This Sunday, I encourage you to come join us for the 9 a.m. or 11 a.m. service and 

hear our college students give their testimony’s.   What God has been doing in each 

of their lives, and how they have literally been living out scripture these past several 

months.  

 

He has blessed us and allowed us to prosper. These “real world” experiences are 

taking our faith to much deeper levels.  We are living Jeremiah 29:11 and we are  

excited to share with our church family!  Our hope and prayer are that from their 

testimony you too will be encouraged and uplifted in whatever you may going 

through. Hope to see you Sunday! 

In Christ,  

 

Johnny Updike 
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Hello to our FUMC family! 

 

Bright Beginnings has put up a "Giving Tree" in the preschool hallway. 

The tree is filled with "apples" of wish list items from the teachers. 

Please pick an apple if you are able to help purchase an item.  

 

We have just purchased a head scan thermometer that sits on a  

tripod. We will use this to check the kids’ temperatures as they enter 

the building. Just another added precaution that we are implementing, 

along with masks being mandatory. We are trying to stay as safe as 

possible! 

 

The Board of Trustees will provide lunch on September 23 for  

Bright Beginning’s Teachers Appreciation.  We are grateful for their 

kindness and gives them an opportunity to know the teachers. 

 



IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
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Roni Aittama, Jimmy Bankston, Cuyler Barr, Jaime Bobbitt, Hammer & Diane Bowerman,  

Louis Bridges, Nancy Carlan, Beth Carroll, Charlie & Mary Davis, Sheryl Dickens,   

April Duke, Rev. Bill Dupree, Sharon Dutton, Harry Entrekin, Pat Updike Fleming,  

Marion Franklin, Amy Hamrick, Susan Harbuck, Franklin Hardin, Janice Haugabook,  

Ricky Haugabook, B.T. Johnson, Trudy May Kirtsey, Etta Klein, Tommy Lowrey,   

Tommy McCurley, Hank McLean,  Floyd Martin, Brooks Starlin Mechler,  

Ted & Brenda McMillan, Ralph Norton, Stan Parkinson, Jan Parker,  

Robert, Jennifer & Christian Parks, Vicki Partain, David Peak, Grace Pless, 

Frank Pool, Jerry Quillian, Harriet Moore Rachels, Allen Ragan,  Will Reeves,  

Charlene Sanders, Walter Stapleton, Kristy Yates Taylor,  Keith Teasley,  

Tom Thorpe, Ed Tharpe, Russell Thomas III, Alex Riccardi-Turner, Judy Tott,  

Jerry Turner, Kay Tye  

Capital Campaign Giving as of September 12, 2021 

 

Total committed…………………………………………...$   1,742,850 

Total uncommitted received……………………………..$      492,932  

Total committed and uncommitted……………………...$   2,235,782 

Total received from committed and uncommitted……..$   1,750,526  

Total committed remaining……………………………….$      485,256 

 

Americus First United  

Methodist Church 
Worship  11:00 AM 
 September 19, 2021 

17th Sunday after Pentecost  

 

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER                                 Johnny Updike 

PRELUDE “At Calvary Medley” (arr. Tedd Smith) 

Alwen Yeung, piano 

AFIRMATION OF FAITH # 881 Sam Morris 

GLORIA PATRI #71 Sam Morris 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Casey Kitchen & Bevie Powell 

ANTHEM “If With All Your Hearts” from Elijah (Felix Mendelssohn) 

John Inzetta, clarinet 

Alwen Yeung, piano 

DOXOLOGY #95 Sam Morris 

CONGREGATION  “Lord I Need You”                                         Praise Team 

STUDENT TESTIMONIES 

Brianna Dillard: Jeremiah 29:11  

 Grace Snipes: To Prosper 

Logan Barfield: Not to Harm 

CLOSING Dr. Frank Lowrey 

 

CONGREGATION “Another In the Fire” Praise Team 

BENEDICTION Johnny Updike 

POSTLUDE Alwen Yeung 

Audio/visual: Bob Slenker 

Greeters: Jarrett Hooks & Willie Maxwell 

Acolytes today are Samantha Strickland & Adalyn Updike 



 

Safe Sanctuaries is continuing to sponsor "Blind Leading the Blind" led by  

Rebecca Ferguson in the Sanctuary at 10 a.m. on September 19 and 26. This 

Sunday, she will discuss the dangers on the internet, and how to face these 

issues as Christian families. The children loved the talk upstairs that was our 

version of Rebecca's first lesson. I think some responses the children took home 

were eye opening to parents.  

 

Each week, I have games and discussion planned to go along with the Blind 

Leading the Blind talk. The two goals I have is to break down Rebecca's points 

on a child friendly level and to have their discussion with me enhance what the 

adults take home. If you would like access to the questions and topics in  

advance, feel free to contact me!  

 

We are still taking the safety precautions that I posted in last week's bulletin and  

continuing with the normal scheduled events. Wednesday nights, we are  

continuing our tracker series to lay the foundation of faith. I have gotten a lot of 

feedback about how much parents and kids like this program. So come join us 

and be part of the fun! 

  

Acolytes for Sunday, September 19, are Adalyn Updike and Samantha  

Strickland.  

The beautiful Tree of Life Memorial in our memorial hall just outside the 

entrance to our sanctuary was donated to the church in loving memory of 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Hunter, Sr, by Mr. and Mrs. Sam Hunter, JR.,  Mr. and 

Mrs. Paul Hunter, and Ms. Annie Hunter.   

 

This Tree of Life is a memorial for us to celebrate the life and  

history of our church and community and will be enjoyed by man  

for years to come. If you would like to purchase an engraved leaf,  

please follow the link below or stop by the church office  

for an application form.   

https://americusfirstunitedmethodistchurch.org/give/tree-of-life 

         Price: $150 (engraved up to 4 lines) 



WEEKLY ACTIVITIES  

 

 

 

 CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 

September 19, 2021 - 9:00AM - Social Hall 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

STUDENT TESTIMONIES 

Brianna Dillard: Jeremiah 29:11  

 Grace Snipes: To Prosper 

Logan Barfield: Not to Harm 

 

Sunday, September 19, 2021   

   8:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m.    Infant Nursery in the Sanctuary Building 

9:00 a.m.                   Contemporary Worship in the Social Hall11      10:00 a.m.
                 Sunday School Classes 

10:00 a.m.                      Blind Leading the Blind Series: Part One in the Sanctuary 

11:00 a.m.                      Traditional Worship Service in the Sanctuary  

11:00 a.m.                      Youth Praise Team Practice in the Foundry  

Monday, September 20, 2021 
  1:30 p.m.                       FUMC Staff Meeting in the Coffee Café  

 5:30 p.m.                    Trustees Meeting in the Coffee Café  
Tuesday, September 21, 2021 

  8:00 p.m.                      Emmaus Red Roosters Reunion Group in Coffee Café 

  3:00 p.m.                      Americus  Voices Practice in the Music Suite 

  5:30 p.m.                      Finance Committee Meeting in the Coffee Café  
    6:30 p.m.                      Handbell Choir Practice in the Music Suite 
 Wednesday, September 22, 2021   
 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.              Lead Team Lunch in the Foundry           



 

There will be pizza available every Wednesday upstairs for those 

who would like to eat. We are starting a new Trackers series. This 

is a program designed to develop the basics of Christianity in our  

children, instilling in them a knowledge of where truth is found, 

examples of Biblical “Trackers of Truth,” and a desire to seek 

truth for themselves. 

 

On Sundays, we will have Children's Church upstairs during both 

services as normal. Sunday School will have all 5k through 5th 

graders continue to meet upstairs in one group until January. We 

are so excited to have the acolytes back! Samantha, Adalyn, Le-

vi, and Matthew did a fantastic job on their weeks, and I know the 

rest of the kids are excited for their turn.  

 

Wednesday, October 6, 2021, the UNITE SERVICES will begin a 

combined service for the children, youth, college students and 

parents.  It will continue on the 1st Wednesday of each month 

There will still be a nursery available for those who need it . 

BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 15, 2021 at 6:20pm 

 

Join our Drama Team! People of all ages are welcome to partici-

pate, and no experience is required. The purpose of this drama 

team is to spread the gospel through theatre and acting. We will 

perform a variety of skits and reader's theatre scenes. 

 

Don't be shy...bring out your inner thespian! For further questions 

or to sign up, please contact Sam Morris at 229-942-1151 or 

email smorris@fumcamericus.com. 

mailto:smorris@fumcamericus.com

