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Preface

Churches come and churches go. Pastors come and 
pastors go. Church members come and church 
members go. 

Fellowship Baptist Church has been steadfast and 
blessed of God since the church was founded fifty years 
ago. The young men and their wives who established 
Fellowship Baptist Church have followed the will of God 
for the past fifty years. 

Jerry Sivnksty, who founded the church and served as 
pastor for five years, has been a faithful evangelist for 
approximately forty-five years. Benny Moran and Tom 
Harper, who assisted Jerry, have had long-term faithful 
ministries as pastors of fundamental Baptist churches. 
Bob Vance, who came to Anderson with Jerry, has 
served the Lord as a faithful missionary for almost fifty 
years and has proclaimed the Word of God in many 
foreign countries and islands of the sea.  

Fellowship Baptist Church has functioned as a unified 
body of Christ with love for Christ, the Word of God, 
and love and compassion for each member.   

The true test of a person’s or church’s beliefs is shown 
over a long period of time. The foundational message 
of Fellowship Baptist Church has not deviated from the 
fundamental precepts of the Word of God over the 
prior fifty years. The message from the pulpit has been 
consistent with biblical principles. It has not been 
influenced by the politically correct philosophy of the 
world. The music of the church glorifies the Lord Jesus 



Christ and has not become conformed to the world’s 
idea of what is necessary to attract young people as 
well as adults into the church. 

Fellowship Baptist Church has relied on Bible based 
preaching and teaching, personal testimonies, much 
prayer, and the ministry of the Holy Spirit to move in 
the hearts of individuals and cause them to accept 
Christ as Savior and perhaps attend and join Fellowship 
Baptist Church. 

The atmosphere in the church services befits the 
reverential respect of the house of the Lord and 
encourages an attitude of worship where hearts are 
receptive to and lives are motivated by the Word of 
God. Many visitors, speakers, and missionaries have 
commented on the friendly and reverential 
atmosphere.   

Over the years the church has consistently endeavored 
to present the true Word of God to local individuals and 
to support missionaries who carry the Word around the 
world. 

The ministry of Fellowship Baptist Church mirrors the 
truth presented in Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus Christ the 
same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” 
Fellowship Baptist Church and its members continually 
strive to be obedient to God’s command and claim His 
promise in 1 Corinthians 15:58: 

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in 
the Lord.” 
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Fellowship Baptist Church 

The First 50 Years 

Purpose of This History 

The purpose of this record is to present the way 
our Lord led in the founding of Fellowship Baptist 
Church and His continuing blessing and exhibiting 
of His will. We wish only to glorify our Lord Jesus 
Christ and give Him all praise, glory, and honor, 
and recount how He used the pastors at Fellowship 
Baptist Church to overcome difficulties and carry 
out His will. Many individuals have had a part in 
carrying out the Lord’s will at Fellowship Baptist 
Church by being obedient to the will of God. “To 
God be the Glory, Great things He hath done.” 

This document is intended to present the history of 
Fellowship Baptist Church as recorded in the 
minutes of the monthly business meetings, 
through remembrances of prior and current 
members of Fellowship Baptist Church, in audio 
recordings and written communications from prior 
pastors and interim pastors, from photo album 
records of prior events, and from documents on 
file with authorized governmental departments and 
agencies. 
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The individuals featured and pictured in this 
history are the pastors who God gave the church 
to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ and lead in 
the lives of our congregation.  

The biographical information presented for each of 
the three pastors of Fellowship Baptist Church has 
been reviewed, edited, and approved by each 
pastor for inclusion in this history. 

The missions and missionaries that our church 
supports are presented because our church is a 
missionary-minded church endeavoring to help 
proclaim the Gospel throughout the world as the 
Lord leads in accordance with Article II-D of the 
Articles of Faith and Constitution of Fellowship 
Baptist Church as revised October 12, 2014. 

We are truly thankful for the many current and 
past officers and leaders in the church—the 
deacons, trustees, committee members, Sunday 
school teachers, church clerks, treasurers, music 
directors and musicians. We are thankful to those 
who have been members of the congregation and 
have contributed financially and in many other 
ways. 

We fondly remember the many prior members of 
Fellowship Baptist Church who have gone to be 
with the Lord over the past fifty years and thank 
God for their presence and ministry with us. 
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Our prayer is that God will continue to sustain 
Fellowship Baptist Church to fulfill His will for many 
years to come. 
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Introduction 

Fellowship Baptist Church Is Unique 

The history of Fellowship Baptist Church can only 
be described by the word “unique.” 

In so many ways these verses in Ephesians 
chapter 4 have been fulfilled at Fellowship Baptist 
Church: 

1: I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech 
you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called, 

2: With all lowliness and meekness, with 
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 

3: Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. 

4: There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye 
are called in one hope of your calling; 

5: One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

6: One God and Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in you all. 

7: But unto every one of us is given grace 
according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 
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8: Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on 
high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto 
men. 

9: (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he 
also descended first into the lower parts of the 
earth? 

10: He that descended is the same also that 
ascended up far above all heavens, that he might 
fill all things.) 

11: And he gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; 

12: For the perfecting of the saints, for the work 
of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ: 

13: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ: 

14: That we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and 
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive; 

15: But speaking the truth in love, may grow up 
into him in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ: 
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16: From whom the whole body fitly joined 
together and compacted by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the effectual working in 
the measure of every part, maketh increase of the 
body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

Fellowship Baptist Church is unique in the fact 
that for 50 years there have been only three full-
time pastors. According to statistics the average 
pastoral tenure in Protestant churches is less than 
four years. 

Ephesians 4:1-3 has been fulfilled at Fellowship 
Baptist Church because each pastor has walked 
worthy of their vocation to which they were 
called, serving with all lowliness and meekness 
with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love 
and endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace in the church among the 
members. Each pastor has been called by God 
because he had a particular gift or vocation 
needed by our church. 

Ephesians 4:4-6 has been emphasized by each 
pastor. Each pastor has taught there is one body, 
one Spirit, one calling, one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and father of all. 

Ephesians 4:11 has been uniquely fulfilled by the 
pastors of Fellowship Baptist Church because each 
one has been called for his God-given individual 
gift to evangelize, teach, and lead as a pastor.  
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Ephesians 4:12-16 tells us of the results of the 
ministry of these pastors. Each pastor had a 
desire and endeavored to make all members, past 
and present, perfect (mature in Spiritual 
matters), to work for the ministry and to edify 
(teach, encourage, uplift) others in the body of 
Christ. The goal of the ministry of Fellowship 
Baptist Church is that we would no longer be 
ignorant of the doctrine of Jesus Christ and not be 
tossed to and fro and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine and the teachings of deceitful 
men. 

The unique ministry and the use of the God-given 
gifts of each pastor will be shown next as the 
ministry of each pastor is presented in this History 
of Fellowship Baptist Church. 
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The History of Fellowship Baptist Church 

Is Not Limited to Time and Space 

The history of Fellowship Baptist Church is not 
confined to the physical plant of the 4.677 acres 
in Anderson, SC. It extends throughout the world. 
Nor is it confined to the time period from 1965 to 
the present. The history of Fellowship Baptist 
Church is extant in the missionary outreach of the 
church. God has called Fellowship Baptist Church 
to be a part of spreading the Gospel of Salvation 
by the support of missions and missionaries to the 
unsaved throughout the world.  

The founder of Fellowship Baptist Church, 
Evangelist Jerry Sivnksty, has personally carried 
the Word from Fellowship Baptist Church to 
foreign countries. The history is not limited by 
time and space. Since God is omniscient, the 
history of Fellowship Baptist Church existed in the 
mind of God in eternity. He knew that the 
ministry of Fellowship Baptist Church would 
extend throughout the world. Many passages in 
Holy Scripture tell us of the foreknowledge of God 
concerning individuals and that the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ will be carried throughout the world: 
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Jeremiah 1:5  
Before I formed thee in the belly I knew 
thee; and before thou camest forth out of 
the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained 
thee a prophet unto the nations.  

Psalm 96:1-4 
O sing unto the Lord a new song: sing unto 
the Lord, all the earth. Sing unto the Lord, 
bless his name; shew forth his salvation 
from day to day. Declare his glory among 
the heathen, his wonders among all people. 
For the Lord is great, and greatly to be 
praised: he is to be feared above all gods. 

Matthew 24:14 
And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness unto 
all nations; and then shall the end come. 

Revelation 1:8 
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and 
which was, and which is to come, the 
Almighty. 

Revelation 7:9-10   
After this I looked, and behold, a great 
multitude that no one could number, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples 
and languages, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, clothed in white 
robes, with palm branches in their hands,  
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and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation 
belongs to our God who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb!”  

Revelation 22:13: 
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the end, the first and the last. 

In eternity God knew the needs of Fellowship 
Baptist Church and provided for those needs. He 
sent an evangelist, a teacher and a pastor.  

It is not the purpose of this history to praise any 
individual who had a part in the history of 
Fellowship Baptist Church even though the 
ministry and history of our three pastors will be 
emphasized. The way God worked through the 
lives of our pastors for the glory of Jesus Christ 
will be presented.  

Many individuals have been used of God to 
perpetuate the history and ministry of Fellowship 
Baptist Church and they will be rewarded in 
eternity for the work they did in the name of our 
Lord. We wish only to praise, thank, and bring 
glory to God who has guided the work of 
Fellowship Baptist Church.  

“To God be the glory, great things he hath done!” 

Galatians 1:5 
To whom (God) be glory for ever and ever.         
Amen. 



11 

History of Fellowship Baptist Church 

1 Timothy 1:17 
Now unto the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible, the only wise God, be honour and 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 



History of Fellowship Baptist Church 

12 

The Evangelist, The Teacher, and The Pastor 

As Ephesians 4:11-12 tells us, God gives leaders 
to the church that are needed for that church at a 
time in accordance with His schedule: 

 “And he gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ:” 

God has given Fellowship Baptist Church three 
men to minister to the body of Christ in the order 
and the time they were needed: 

1. Jerry Sivnksty—The Evangelist

2. Michael Noel Riley—The Teacher

3. Clyde Dale Bradley—The Pastor

God knew that Fellowship Baptist Church would 
need to go through three phases of growth: 

1. It needed an evangelist to start the church and
win souls to Christ and build a spirit-filled
congregation.

2. Then the members would need to be
thoroughly taught the Word so they would be able
to give a reason for their belief.
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3. And then they would need a pastor to be
present to oversee the congregation with love and
compassion and always be ready to meet the
needs of the individuals.
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 Summary of the History of Fellowship Baptist 
Church 
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March 1965-July 5, 1970 

Dr. Jerry Sivnksty 

Dr. Jerry Sivnksty began his 
evangelistic ministry in 
Anderson in March 1965.  

Fellowship Baptist Church was 
established by a meeting of 
charter members in 
September 1965.  

During his ministry, property        
was purchased and a church 
building was erected. 

September 6, 1970-November 1978 

Michael Noel Riley 

Michael Noel Riley  

assumed the pastorate of  

Fellowship Baptist Church  

in September 1970. 
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Interim Period: 

Dayton Walker  

December 1978-September 1979 

During the interim period 
without a permanent pastor, 
Dayton Walker served as interim 
pastor from December 1978 to 
September 1979 while the pulpit 
committee searched for a 
permanent pastor. 

Dr. Jack W. Tillman 

September 1979-June 1, 1980 

During the interim period 
without a permanent 
pastor, Dr. Jack Tillman 
served as interim pastor 
from September 1979 to 
June 1, 1980, when  
Dale Bradley became the 
permanent pastor.      
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June 1, 1980-to Present 

Clyde Dale Bradley 

Clyde Dale Bradley 

assumed the pastorate of 

Fellowship Baptist Church 

on June 1, 1980. 

September 2010 

September 2010 
began the 45th  
anniversary of  
Fellowship Baptist  
Church and the 30th  
year of Pastor 
Bradley at 
Fellowship Baptist 
Church.  
Dale and Cassie  
Married: 

  February 4, 1967 



History of Fellowship Baptist Church 

19 

September 2015 

September 2015 
is the 50th

anniversary of 
Fellowship Baptist 
Church and the 
35th year of Pastor 
Dale Bradley at 
Fellowship Baptist      
Church. 

Notes:  

In the following documentation each pastor will 
often be referred to by his first name primarily for 
the sake of brevity and consistency. We all have 
the highest respect for the title “Pastor” or other 
titles for the leader of a church or congregation. 
Many churches refer to the leader of the church 
by different titles, such as, Pastor, Chief Pastor, 
Assistant or Associate Pastor, Minister, Doctor, 
Evangelist, Bishop, Elder, Brother and many 
more.  

Fellowship Baptist Church is a small and local 
informal church.  

We are aware of the degrees and levels of 
education of our leaders and we mean no 
disrespect or dishonor to the titles earned by our 
leaders. The opposite being the truth: we hold in  
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high esteem those who the Lord has called to be 
our leaders and respect all degrees (Doctorial and 
Master Degrees) and any other titles these men of 
God have earned. 
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Summary of Events During Pastors’ Tenure 
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Dr. Jerry Sivnksty:  March 1965-Juy 5, 1970 

March 1965: Services of Fellowship Baptist 
Church began in a storefront building on West 
Earl Street beside the West Earl Pool Room. Jerry 
preached the first sermon. For ten weeks he 
preached with only his wife, Sharon, in the 
congregation. 

May 1965: After ten weeks, two ladies visited for 
the morning service and Jerry presented his first 
sermon with a congregation of two ladies and 
Sharon in attendance. The next Sunday evening 
the two ladies returned with twenty-five relatives. 
Eight people received Christ as their savior as a 
result of the message that evening. 

July 1965: Jerry borrowed a tent from Evangelist 
Don Wilson and held revival meetings. 

September 1965: Fellowship Baptist Church was 
officially established by a meeting of charter 
members. 

1966: The congregation moved from the 
storefront building on West Earl Street to the 
house at 411 East Orr Street. 

January 19, 1968: The first tract of land 
consisting of 4.193 acres was purchased on 
contract. 
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July 1968: Ground breaking for the church 
building: 

Ground breaking 
was held on the 
church property at 
Rogers Road and 
East Calhoun Street 

Pictured Left to 
Right:  

David Payne 
(Deacon) 
Jerry Sinvksty 
(Pastor) 
Belle Tribble (Oldest 
member)  
Ralph Payne 
(Deacon) 

1966: Jerry was selected to go as the senior 
member of an ensemble from Bob Jones 
University and Lin Croxton served as pastor until 
Jerry returned. 

February 4, 1968: An organizational meeting was 
held with 32 charter members and Jerry Sivnksty 
was unanimously elected pastor. 

March 1968: The church began to issue bonds to 
fund the construction of the church building. 
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1968: The church purchased used furniture for 
the sanctuary. 

December 1, 1968: The new church building was 
occupied on the first Sunday in December.  

May 18, 1969: Dr. Bob Jones, Jr. dedicated the 
new building. 

July 5, 1970: Jerry Sivnksty resigned to go into 
full-time evangelism. 
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Michael Noel Riley:  September 6, 1970-
November 1978 

April 3, 1972: The first tract of land consisting of 
4.193 acres was transferred by deed to the 
church.  

September 1973: Fellowship Baptist Church was 
chartered to use Positive Action for Christ material 
in the organization of Pro-Teens youth activities.  

May 22, 1977: Greenville Street Baptist Church 
merged with Fellowship Baptist Church. Many new 
members from Greenville Street Baptist Church 
joined Fellowship Baptist Church. 

June 1977: The church furniture of the Greenville 
Street Baptist Church was moved into Fellowship 
Baptist Church. 

September 19, 1977: A second parcel of land 
consisting of 0.484 acres was purchased to 
complete the entire church site of 4.677 acres. 

Special Events: 

 Easter Sunrise Service was established and
continued for several years on the church site and
at the pastor’s home.

 Old Fashion Day began and was observed for
several years.
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 Halloween activities and bonfires were
conducted in October.

 During the summer the “Milk and Meat”
Program was used for young people before the
Pro-Teens Program began.
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Clyde Dale Bradley:  June 1, 1980-Present 

1981: The baptistery was installed in church 
building. Until the baptistery was installed at 
Fellowship Baptist Church, the baptistery at a 
church in Liberty, SC pastored by Max McKinney 
was used. 

1981: The pulpit area was remodeled and 
enlarged. 

November 1, 1981: In the monthly business 
meeting the motion was made and seconded to 
have Reid Brothers begin to pave a concrete 30-
car parking lot for the church at a cost of $6,990. 

February 1984 to June 1984: Fellowship Hall 
Constructed 

Fellowship Hall 
construction 
began February 
1984 
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Fellowship Hall 
completed 
June 1984 

June 6, 1984: The building committee 
recommended that a concrete walkway of 103 
feet be built from the parking lot to the church 
building. 

1984: Fellowship Baptist Church was chartered as 
an Awana Club by Awana Youth Association. 

December 23, 1984: The meeting time for the 
Sunday evening services was changed from 7:00 
pm to 6:00 pm. 

May 5, 1985: Fifth Sunday Fellowship Lunch with 
special afternoon speakers and no Sunday 
evening service was established. 

July 1988: A new program of Fellowship Clubs for 
children and young people replaced the Awana 
program. 
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September 1989: A new Baldwin Console organ 
was purchased to replace the old Hammond 
organ. 

July 1990: An addition to the fellowship hall for 
Sunday school rooms was constructed. 

August 1990: An addition to the parking lot for 
12-15 more parking spaces was constructed and
the restrooms in the church building and nursery
were remodeled.

April 1993: The church sent Pastor Bradley and 
Cassie on a mission trip to Uruguay to visit and 
serve with Hector and Graciela Gomez. 

June 12, 1994: Pastor Appreciation Day—Pastor 
Bradley celebrated 14 years at Fellowship Baptist 
Church. 

May 14, 1995: A family trip to Camp Maranatha 
was conducted. 

August 26, 1996: Fellowship Baptist Church was 
incorporated as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit religious 
corporation. 
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June 20, 1999: The 
purchase and installation 
of a new church sign was 
approved in the monthly 
business meeting. 

April 2000: The old roofing material was replaced 
with 20-year fiberglass shingles. Four old turbines 
were removed and new vents were installed at a 
cost of $4,600. 

September 2000: Pastor Appreciation Day. This 
was the 20th anniversary of Dale Bradley as our 
pastor at Fellowship Baptist Church. In 
conjunction with the pastor appreciation day, the 
church council voted to send Pastor Bradley and 
Cassie on a mission trip to Canada to visit and 
serve with Bob and Aloha Vance. 

June 25-July 9, 2001: Pastor Bradley and Cassie 
went on the mission trip to Canada to visit and 
serve with Bob and Aloha Vance. 
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October 1, 2006: The trustees authorized a 
concrete walkway to be built between the church 
building and the fellowship hall. 

June 2007: New windows were installed and the 
process of enlarging the foyer by removing the 
library and office walls was proposed. This also 
would enlarge the auditorium and a room could 
be established for an office and audio recording 
room. 

July 2007: Additional audio equipment was 
added—wireless microphone and audio duplication 
equipment.  

November 2007: A steeple was added to the 
church. The steeple is approximately 20 feet tall 
and weighs about 380 pounds. 

November 2007: New doors were installed on the 
church building. 

January 13, 2008: All renovations to the church 
discussed in June 2007 were complete and new 
carpet would be installed within the week. 

March 2008: Final adjustments were made to the 
new doors on the church and additional upgrades 
were made to the audio recording equipment. 

April 30, 2013: The church website, 
www.fbcanderson.com, was published. 
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Outreach Services at The Calhoun, Anderson 
Place, Garden House, and Summit Place have 
been conducted. Pastor Bradley had a prison  
ministry at Florida State Prison and other penal 
facilities. 

Special Events Established: 

 Easter: Visits to the Living Gallery Presentation
at Bob Jones University began.

 March: Annual mission trips to the Anchorage
began.

 June: Wilds Summer Camp for Junior and Senior
Students began.

 June: Ice Cream Freeze in honor of school and
college graduates began.

 July 4th: An annual church picnic and activities
were established.

 August: Back to School Bash for students was
established.

 October: Visits to the Farm Fest at the Bob
Jones University farm began.

 October: A wiener roast and candy hunt activity
began.
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 November: Mission Harvest Sunday began to be
observed to aid in the support of our
missionaries.

 December: Christmas Family Service began to
be conducted.

 December 31: Soup Supper and Game Night to
observe the beginning of the New Year was
established.

 Ladies’ Spring Banquet, Mother-Daughter
Banquet, other ladies’ retreats and High Tea
were observed.

 Church family outings to historic places,
mountain trails, and waterfalls began.
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Biographical Data of Each Pastor 
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Dr. Jerry Sivnksty: Evangelist 

March 1965-July 5, 1970 

Biography: 

From Young Pastor to Experienced 
Evangelist: 

In 1960 the destiny of a Roman Catholic, West 
Virginia, coal-mining family changed forever. On 
January 5, 1960, Albertha Sivnksty (06-15-1919 
to 09-16-2009) gave her heart over to a 
relationship with Jesus Christ. She was the first to 
journey down a different road. Two weeks later in 
1960 her son, Jerry, accepted Christ as his 
Savior. His life would drastically change within a 
short period of time! 

Jerry Sivnksty has received honorary doctorates 
in divinity from Maranatha Bible College, 
Watertown, WI in 1980 and from Bob Jones 
University, Greenville, SC in 1987. 
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Testimony: 

The following was excerpted from a message 
presented at Fellowship Baptist Church on 
November 3, 2011: 

So often people think that preachers are born 
with a silver spoon in their mouth. I was born 
with a coal shovel in my mouth. Up in the hills of 
West Virginia, I was raised in a coal mining shack. 
And my dad was a coal miner for 40 years.  

I was raised in a small town called Areford, West 
Virginia (a cluster of nine houses according to Dr. 
Benny Moran). The road ended right in front of 
my house. The man who owned the house wrote 
to me many years ago and asked, “I wonder how 
the Lord ever found you to call you to preach?” 

I was raised in a home that had two major 
problems: alcohol and religion. 

My grandfather Sivnksty was born in Moscow, 
Russia. My grandmother Sivnksty was born in 
Austria. She was a full-blooded Russian. They 
came to America. My grandmother, on my 
mother’s side, and my grandfather came from 
Lithuania, a small country on the Baltic Sea and 
they all settled in West Virginia. One day someone 
robbed my grandfather Sivnksty; they knocked 
him out, laid his body across the railroad tracks in 
such a position that the train cut off both of his  
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arms and both of his legs. And my grandfather 
Sivnksty bled to death alongside the railroad 
tracks two miles from my home. 

My father, Mike Sivnksty (03-02-1916 to 11-17-
1987), was a man who never drank until he was 
25 years of age. One day my dad’s best friend 
came to our home and offered my dad one small 
glass of wine and my father said, “No, I don’t 
drink.” But his friend was persistent. He said, “Ok, 
one glass and that’s all.”  And then my father told 
me that when he put the first glass of wine to his 
lips it was so good he said, “Give me another 
glass.” And my father said, “Another glass, and 
then another glass.” After that my father became 
a very heavy drinker. From the time I was a small 
boy until I was 17 years of age I saw the reality of 
alcohol in our home. And I saw the impact of 
alcohol upon my life and my brothers. My 
godfather gave wine to me and my brothers when 
we were seven years of age. My grandparents 
gave us beer, whisky, and wine to drink as young 
people. My father gave me vodka and golden gin 
to drink when I was 17 years of age. Before God 
saved me, I drank as much as they did. If Jesus 
Christ had not saved me, I honestly believe that 
today I would be a drunk back in the hills of West 
Virginia. 

The second major problem in our home was 
religion. 



History of Fellowship Baptist Church 

39 

I was raised a Roman Catholic. My father had 15 
brothers and sisters, all Roman Catholics. My 
mother had four sisters—all Roman Catholics. I 
was baptized as a baby; I would cross myself and 
pray every night. My mother would cross herself 
and pray every evening. However, my mother 
was a bar lady in the tavern. My father was a 
bouncer in the tavern. We were religious, but we 
were lost. 

My cousin, Forest Summers, who was a wild man 
got saved. The slogan of West Virginia is “Wild, 
Wonderful, West Virginia.” And that was a picture 
of my cousin. Everyone began to say, “Have you 
heard what happened to Forest? He’s gone crazy 
over religion! He will not drink anymore! He won’t 
smoke! He won’t chew Red Man Tobacco 
anymore!” We all chewed Red Man Tobacco in 
West Virginia. His life was so transformed by the 
power of Christ they could not figure him out. One 
day he came to my home and said, “I would like 
to take you to church this coming Sunday.” I 
thought we were going to a Catholic church. He 
said, “I’m going to take you to a Baptist church.” I 
was 17 years of age and had never heard the 
word Baptist in my entire life. I asked, “What is 
that like?” He said, “Oh, it’s a little different from 
a Catholic church.” And that was an 
understatement. Everything was so different. I 
never heard so much noise in a church in my  



History of Fellowship Baptist Church 

40 

entire life. People were talking. People were 
blowing their nose.  Others were laughing. I never 
heard that in church in my life. Everything 
bothered me until the man of God began to 
preach. He preached in English! I had never heard 
the Bible preached in English. In the Catholic 
Church everything was in Latin. As a young man 
of 17, I heard of God’s love for me; God gave his 
best, his Son, to die for my sins so that I could 
have my sins forgiven. I could know God’s 
salvation through Christ. I never knew that. 

When I heard this preaching, I ran home and 
said, “Mom, you’ve got to go to this Baptist 
church. That guy is speaking English, and Mom, 
he preaches the Bible.” My mother agreed to go 
next Sunday. But that Sunday we had a blizzard. 
We had two feet of snow. So here we were—
Roman Catholics going through a blizzard to a 
Baptist church. When my mother heard the Word 
of God preached she was sitting on the edge of 
the chair. She was taking in the Word of God the 
first time she heard the Bible preached, and she 
was greatly moved. We went home and my 
mother asked, “Do you think we should go back 
next Sunday?”  

Next Sunday we were going up the road and my 
mother was driving and she turned to me and 
asked, “Do you think I should go forward today 
and get saved?” I didn’t know the Bible, I’m not  
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saved and I said, “Mom, I believe you should go 
forward and get saved today.” So my mother got 
saved. I know salvation was real because I saw a 
change in my mother’s life. She was a bar lady 
and she had one of the filthiest cursing mouths 
that could be imagined. When my mother got 
saved, her speech was instantly changed. Her 
entire life was transformed by the power of Christ. 

The next Sunday my mother and I went back to 
church. I was getting very uneasy because I knew 
God was speaking to me. My mother sat in the 
front of the church but I sat in the back of the 
church. When the man of God gave the invitation, 
my mom turned around and looked at me in front 
of all those people and motioned to me to come 
down the aisle and get saved. I wanted to go 
down the aisle and get saved, but I was so 
scared. I was shy. I had a terrible stuttering 
problem as a young boy and as a teenager. I had 
a speech problem. I wanted to go down the aisle 
but I was petrified.   

I went home that night and prayed, “Dear God, 
next Sunday I’m going to church and let Jesus 
save me.” I knew I was lost. I knew I had 
religion.   

Next Sunday I went to church, and thank God, 
that night I got saved. When I got saved, I ran 
through the snow and for the first time in my life I  
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knocked as hard as I could on my dad’s bedroom 
door. And my dad jumped out of bed and said, 
“What is it, Jerry?” I said, “Dad, I’ve got to tell 
you something. I just got saved!” I feared my dad 
because he was a strong man. He was a bouncer 
in the beer garden (tavern). He was a man who 
was very violent. When my dad heard me say 
that, he looked at me and rolled back over and 
went to sleep. 

The next night when he came home, staggering 
through the front yard as usual, he sat down to 
eat supper. And I said, “Dad, you need to get 
saved.” He answered, “No, I don’t.” I did not want 
my dad to die and go to Hell, so my mother and I 
would talk with my father every night about the 
things of God from the Bible. 

I asked my dad if he would come just one Sunday 
to church with us. He agreed to come one 
Sunday. 

We were starting revival meetings in the church 
with Dr. Marvin Lewis from Greenville, SC.  The 
church was packed that morning. When Dr. Lewis 
preached the Word of God and gave the 
invitation, the first man down the aisle was my 
dad. The whole church began to weep. They knew 
my dad’s life style. They knew his drinking. He 
drank moonshine. I drank a lot of liquor, but I 
never drank moonshine. Moonshine will kill the  



History of Fellowship Baptist Church 

43 

average man. My dad drank heavily all the time 
and I wondered would God really save a man like 
my dad. I said, “We’ll know tomorrow night by 
the way he walks when he gets out of the truck." 
My dad got out of the truck and he walked 
straight. He was sober. He sat down to eat supper 
and my mother and I sat on each side of the table 
and we just stared at my dad. Then my dad said 
to my mother, “Honey, would you bring me your 
Bible?” I never saw my dad hold a Bible in his 
entire life. He read a couple of chapters from the 
Gospel of John. Then he turned to my mother and 
me and said, “Would you mind if I prayed now?” I 
could not hold back the tears, and my mother 
began to weep. My dad was saved! Today my dad 
is in Heaven. I have never gotten over what 
Christ did in our home. Our home had the 
problem of alcohol and religion. But Jesus is 
greater than alcohol and religion.  

Grandma Sivnksty passed from this life into 
Heaven on September 16, 2009, at the age of 90, 
but her decision for Christ sent the Sivnksty 
family on a spiritual quest that by God’s grace, 
will continue until the Lord returns! 
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The Founding of Fellowship Baptist Church: 

The following was excerpted from a message 
presented at Fellowship Baptist Church October 
30, 2011: 

In II Corinthians 4:1 the Apostle Paul said, 
“Therefore seeing we have this ministry…” God 
gave the Apostle Paul a specific ministry. God 
gives every one of us a specific ministry. In the 
ministry, the Word of God says we are not to 
faint. 

I knew as a freshman at Bob Jones University God 
had called me as an evangelist; however, I felt if I 
was going to spend my life with pastors across 
America, I ought to know the heart of a pastor; 
and therefore, as a senior, I was burdened to 
start a church. I came here to Anderson. Don’t 
ask me why I came to Anderson. I had no 
contacts, no building, no congregation and I just 
simply trusted God to help me get this church 
started. So I just came down here. Driving around 
I stopped at a house to let them give me cup of 
hot cocoa. And then the home owner said that 
there’s a Mr. Max King down here who owns the 
King Shell Oil Company. So I go to his business. I 
had a white Volkswagen at that time. And Mr. 
King said, “Well jump into my white Cadillac.” So 
I jumped from my white Volkswagen into the 
white Cadillac.  And then he took me around  
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Anderson. He said, “Now, Jerry, you can rent this 
building for $400 per month.” I could not afford 
40 cents a month. Everything he showed me I 
could not accept. So I went back to school. The 
next Saturday Dr. Gilbert Stenholm called me. He 
said, “Brother Jerry, there’s a banker in Anderson 
who wants to meet you.” I said, “A banker wants 
to meet me?” He said, “Yes, Mr. Woodson of The 
First Federal Savings and Loan wants to meet 
you. He heard that you want to start a church in 
Anderson. He wants to meet you.” So I drove 
down to Anderson and met Mr. Woodson. And I 
walked into his office and the carpet was so thick. 
And he said, “I understand you want to start a 
church in Anderson.” I said, “Yes, sir, I do.” And 
we began to talk. He said, “Well, you know I kind 
of like your spirit.” I said, “Well, thank you, sir.” 
“I have a building that I’m going to let you use 
and I’m not going to charge you any rent.” I said, 
“Really?” He said, “Yes. In fact, I’m not going to 
charge you for any electricity.” He said, “Would 
you like to see the building?” So we walked out of 
the First Federal Savings and Loan along Main 
Street and I was turning my head looking in every 
direction for the building. And we walked across 
to West Earl Street and there beside the West Earl 
Pool Room was this rinky-dinky pink-front 
building. He said, “There it is.” Well, what could I 
say? The building would only hold about 40 
people. So I said, “We’ll take it.” So Sharon and I  
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came back, and we had no congregation, so I 
started preaching to Sharon for ten Sundays. And 
for ten Sundays no one showed up. Every time I 
preached and gave the invitation Sharon never 
raised her hand once. She never came down the 
aisle. I was not used to Southern ways like I am 
now. I love the South. Now I love hog jowls, 
black-eyed peas and okra.  I love this good food 
that’s going to be in heaven one of these days.   

When I was in West Virginia I lived near Pittsburg, 
PA. I did not know southern ways. I knew 
northern ways. When you invited a man to 
church, he looked you right in the eyes, cussed 
you out and said, “No. I will not go to your 
church.” Or else he would say, “Yeh, I’ll be there.” 
And that’s what I was used to. Not what I 
encountered in the southern kindness. Sharon 
and I would go to homes and we would spend the 
entire day on Saturday inviting people to church. 
And they would say, “Where y’all located?” We 
said, “On West Earl Street beside the West Earl 
Pool Room.” “What time does the service start?” 
We said, “Ten o’clock.” They said, “We’ll be 
there.” Bunch of liars! No one showed up.  

In May 1965 after ten Sundays I brought a young 
man down here named Benny Moran. And I had 
Benny to teach a Sunday school class at ten 
o’clock. At 11 o’clock no one showed up. I got so 
discouraged, I took my coat off and threw it  
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across my back, and I looked at Sharon and 
Benny’s wife, Laura, and said, “I guess God does 
not want me to start a church here in Anderson.” 
I asked Benny if he knew a place we could go and 
eat. “He said, ‘Yes’ the Greasy Spoon.” Here I 
labored ten weeks; preached to Sharon for ten 
weeks, visited all day Saturdays and on Sunday 
no one showed up.  

I was leaving and walking out of the church. I had 
one foot in the church and one foot on the 
sidewalk. In walked two ladies that Sharon and I 
had visited on Saturday. It almost knocked me 
over. I said, “Come right on in ladies we are ready 
to start our service.”  

I’ll never forget that first message I preached to a 
congregation. My text and outline was John 3:16. 
“For God so loved the world, (the wonderful fact) 
that He gave his only begotten Son, (the 
wonderful act) that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life (the 
wonderful pact).” 

Sharon and Laura were over here and the two 
ladies were over there. And I said, “Is there 
anyone here today and you realize that you need 
Christ as your Savior raise your hand.” And one 
lady made a motion like she was going to raise 
her hand. I said, “God bless you ma’am. I see 
you. Is there anyone else?” And the other lady  
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raised her hand high in the air. By the way, I’m 
one of the very few preachers who ever got a 100 
percent response in their first message. I didn’t 
want to embarrass these ladies so I looked over at 
Sharon and said, “If you raised your hand and you 
want to get saved, my wife will take you over here 
behind the piano and tell you how to be saved.”  
And they held on to their chairs and would not 
come down the aisle. Well, the next Sunday I 
thought they would come back. So I brought 
Benny and Laura Moran and Tom and Linda 
Harper. Tom was our song leader.  

And so that morning no one showed up except us. 
That night it was 7:20 (we wanted to start the 
service at 7:30) no one was in sight. I took my 
coat off. I was so disturbed. All of a sudden Tom 
said, “Jerry, put your coat on. Here comes some 
people.” And I got my coat on. I said, “Where are 
they, Tom?” He said, “I’m just teasing you.” I was 
not in a teasing mood. So I’ll never forget this: it 
was 7:25, and my coat was back off, when Tom 
Harper said, “Jerry, here comes some people. Put 
your coat back on.” I said, “Tom, quit teasing 
me.” He said, “Jerry, I’m not teasing you. Look 
out the door for yourself.” I looked out the door 
and it looked like 100 people were marching to 
our church. It was only 25. After you had 
preached to one person for 10 weeks you would 
think 25 looked like 100. Those two unsaved 
ladies brought 25 of their unsaved relatives to the 
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meeting. And that night, when I preached the 
Word of God, I gave the invitation. I said this, 
“There’s no standing up, there’s no playing the 
instruments. If you want Christ to save you, stand 
up right now and come to me.” And that night 
eight adults arose and came down the aisle and 
got saved. And that’s how this church got 
established. And I learned a valuable lesson. I 
learned it’s always too soon to quit. Galatians 6:9 
says, “And let us not be weary in well doing: for 
in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” 

Notes: 

The history of Fellowship Baptist Church began in 
1965 when God called a young Bob Jones 
University graduate to establish a Fundamental 
Baptist Church in Anderson, South Carolina. With 
no pastoral experience, no church building, no 
congregation and no funds—but filled with the fire 
of evangelism burning in his heart, as Jeremiah 
recorded in Jeremiah 20:9, “But his word was in 
mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, 
and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not 
stay” Jerry Sivnksty ventured forth by faith 
believing that God would provide all things. And 
God did provide.  

When a permanent church was completed in 
December 1968, a used pulpit and pews were  
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purchased; a carpet to cover the concrete floor 
was donated; a communion table was built and 
donated; and a room was used as a reference 
library and shelves were built. 

When Jerry first visited Anderson, his friend Bob 
Vance came with him. Together they swept the 
floors and cleaned the building on Earl Street 
beside the Earl Street Pool Room. And Bob’s wife, 
Aloha, was Sharon’s roommate in 1960 while they 
were attending Bob Jones University.  Benny 
Moran, another friend, assisted Jerry while 
establishing the church.  Benny Moran later 
became Dr. Benny Moran, and is a member of the 
Board Emeritus of the Fundamental Baptist 
Fellowship International.  

Jerry served as pastor for five years in Anderson 
at the newly established Fellowship Baptist 
Church and honed his evangelistic skills.  

After the initial struggle of establishing a new 
church, Jerry was officially elected as the pastor 
of Fellowship Baptist Church on February 4, 1968.  

Then on July 5, 1970, he resigned as pastor of 
Fellowship Baptist Church and launched into the 
traveling life of evangelism.  
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In a day when most evangelists traveled by 
themselves, he decided to take his young wife 
and family with him on the road. Sharon is a very 
gifted musician, and through the years, she has 
used her talents for the Lord to sing many solos in 
the evangelistic and revival services in which they 
have been involved. 

During the early years of their ministry they 
traveled and stayed in the homes of church 
members and friends for three years. In 1973 
they purchased an Airstream travel-trailer so the 
family could have a home together as they 
traveled. 

Jerry has always emphasized the Word of God 
above everything in his private and public life. 
Anyone who has heard him preach knows of his 
incredible scripture memorization. He is the 
author of The Two-Edged-Sword Bible memory 
plan, a program which has been implemented in 
churches and youth groups and Christian schools 
across the country. 

He has made the Bible his guide, and truly it has 
been a “lamp to his feet and a light to his path” 
through good and trying times. God is greatly 
using this evangelist all over America; and he has 
carried the message of salvation to several 
foreign countries-India, Australia, Africa, Puerto 
Rico, Panama, and Guam.   
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Jerry had many adversities to overcome in his 
early years, as he mentioned in his message at 
Fellowship Baptist Church on October 31, 2011. 

He brought a message about the trials Job had to 
endure, and Jerry mentioned that he had a 
grandfather that was murdered, an uncle who was 
murdered, a niece who was murdered, and a 
cousin who committed suicide. But out of 
everything that had happened, God had deepened 
his life. 

God blessed their home with four children: Todd, 
Brent, Scott, and Jennifer. Jerry and Sharon lived 
a life of joy and service before their children. The 
kids were encouraged to be involved in ministry, 
and not forced or ignored. Family always came 
first. By the time they were grown, all four 
children had “caught the joyful spirit” of ministry, 
and desired to be in whatever ministry God had 
for them.  

Today all three boys are following in Dad’s 
footsteps in full-time evangelism. Their daughter, 
Jennifer, serves in the youth ministry with her 
husband, Mike Thomas, the Pastor of Grace 
Baptist Church in Starr, SC.  

Jerry has spoken at the annual Bible Conference 
at Bob Jones University in addition to various 
times at the Soul Winning Conference at BJU, and 
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at the opening school revivals at BJU, and other 
conferences. 

He is a member of the Board of Trustees of Bob 
Jones University. 

When Jerry Sivnksty started Fellowship Baptist 
Church, he conducted services in a store front 
building beside the West Earl Pool Room on West 
Earl Street and later in a house at 411 East Orr 
Street.  

His fervent evangelistic messages attracted only a 
few people in the beginning. But as he faithfully 
continued, service attendance increased and souls 
were saved and “the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved.” Acts 2:47b. 

Under Jerry’s leadership an active visitation 
program began. Regular visitation was established 
during the week, and on weekends door-to-door 
visitations were made to present the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the lost and to invite them to 
worship at Fellowship Baptist Church.  

In March 1968 church bonds began to be sold to 
individuals for investments, and sacrificial 
purchases of bonds were made by church 
members. As a result of this bond issue, the 
church building was able to be built. 

When Jerry announced his departure from the 
church into full-time evangelism in 1970,  
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everyone associated with the church was 
saddened but not surprised. It was evident from  
the evangelistic nature of his ministry that God’s 
destiny for him was in full-time evangelism. 

Jerry Sivnksty’s contribution to evangelism is far 
reaching. This biography would not be complete 
without including an article on evangelism written 
for the magazine FrontLine, September/October 
2004 issue published by the Fundamental Baptist 
Fellowship International: 
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The Ethics of the Evangelist 

We are going to address a matter that we trust 
will be pondered over and weighed heavily by our 
dear friends in evangelism. It is my desire to be a 
help and an encouragement to these fine men 
who are proclaiming the wonderful message of 
God’s Word. Proverbs 27:17 says, “Iron 
sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the 
countenance of his friend.” A man who is a true 
friend will want to help and encourage his friends. 

There is a principle that I first want to establish 
before we discuss the ethics of the evangelist. It 
will involve a sequence of verses. First, Proverbs 
27:5 says, “Open rebuke is better than secret 
love.” Second, Proverbs 27:6 says, “Faithful are 
the wounds of a friend.” Third, Proverbs 17:17 
tells us, “A friend loveth at all times.” 

Now please follow these verses in the same order 
as I apply them in an illustration. Let us say that 
you are a dear friend of mine and you are 
involved in doing something that is not right. As 
your friend, I can walk up to you, grab you by the 
neck, start slapping you across the face, and tell 
you that what you are doing is not right! And 
every time I slap you, you will say to me, “Thank 
you, thank you, thank you!” This is true 
friendship! As a friend, I have the right to rebuke 
you, and your response will be one of sincere love 
to me because I brought you back to your senses.  
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There was a blind spot in your life, and as a friend 
I approached you and dealt with it. 

What we are going to talk about may seem harsh 
and very “smiting,” but it is intended to help 
because that is what a friend will do. Pastors are 
concerned about the ethics of evangelists they 
have had in their churches and have voiced their 
concerns to me. What I am about to relate are 
accounts of godly pastors who believe it is time 
that some of these matters be addressed. By the 
way, these pastors were kind and did not tell me 
the names of any evangelists. 

The first concern is about finances. To be honest 
with you, it is hard to believe that an evangelist 
would do this, but here are the true accounts. A 
pastor related that he had an evangelist and his 
wife for a week of meetings. When the ushers 
took up the love offering, the evangelist’s wife 
followed them out of the auditorium to make sure 
the ushers took it to the proper people to count it. 
On the final night of meetings, the evangelist was 
tied up in conversation with a person, so the 
pastor walked up to the evangelist’s wife and 
asked if she would please give the love offering 
check to her husband. She looked at the check 
and said to the pastor, “Oh, Pastor, I would be 
embarrassed to give this check to my husband 
because of the small amount. You give it to him.” 
This is heartbreaking to me! No evangelist should 
ever put a price on his head—and he should never 
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let his wife follow the ushers with the love 
offering! 

Another pastor told me of an evangelist he had in 
his church for a week of meetings. On the last 
night the pastor walked up to the evangelist at 
the close of the meeting to give him the love 
offering check. The evangelist looked at the check 
and exclaimed, “Is this all? Is this all I get? I can’t 
make it on this amount.” The pastor then said, 
“Well, I could give you my week’s salary if that 
would help.” The evangelist accepted that pastor’s 
weekly salary. That was wrong! That evangelist 
should have accepted what was given him with a 
gracious and kind spirit. One of the qualifications 
for the man of God is found in 1 Timothy 3:3: 
“Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy 
lucre.”  

Another pastor told me of an evangelist who came 
to his church who would find out who the wealthy 
men were in his church. After he left he would 
write to these businessmen and tell them that he 
had financial needs. Several pastors told me the 
same thing and said they would never have those 
evangelists back. 

My dearest friends are evangelists, and I pray 
that what I am relating will be taken as it is 
intended. We must be careful not to be guilty of 
doing such things. Jeremiah 17:5 says, “Thus 
saith the LORD; cursed be the man that trusteth 
in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose  
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heart departeth from the LORD.” 

When we put a price on our heads and foolishly 
hint for financial needs and play up to wealthy 
individuals, we are trusting in the arm of the 
flesh. Elisha cursed Gehazi for his deceitfulness in 
taking two talents of silver and two changes of 
garments. In 2 Kings 5:26, 27 we read, “And he 
said unto him, Went not mine heart with thee, 
when the man turned again from his chariot to 
meet thee? Is it a time to receive money, and to 
receive garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, 
and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and 
maidservants? The leprosy therefore of Naaman 
shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for 
ever. And he went out from his presence a leper 
as white as snow.” 

Most of the evangelists we know are above 
reproach with their finances. However, if what we 
have said applies to someone guilty of the above, 
I would encourage you to fall on your knees and 
confess this to your Heavenly Father. We all must 
focus on the teaching of 1 Timothy 6:6: “But 
godliness with contentment is great gain.” 

Jerry was, is, and always will be an evangelist.  
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Sinvksty Boys: 

 Todd, Brent, Scott 

 1977 

 All the boys are now 
serving in full-time 
evangelism. 

Sivnksty 

Family

2014 

     Scott    Brent   Jerry   Todd    Mike  
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Jerry met Sharon, his wife to be, at Bible College.  

They married, finished school, and planted a church  
in downtown Anderson, SC.  

Jerry and Sharon have made their home in Starr,  
South Carolina for over 35 years where they are 
members of Grace Baptist Church. 

At the present time Jerry and Sharon have eight 
grandchildren.  

They are continuing the family journey of service  
to God.  

Jerry and  
Sharon Sivnksty 

50th Wedding  
Anniversary: 

August 7, 1964- 
August 7, 2014 



History of Fellowship Baptist Church 

62 

Michael Noel Riley: Teacher 

September 6, 1970-November 1978 

Biography: 

Teacher and Expositor of the Word of God 

Testimony: 

The following text was excerpted from a 
document provided by Pastor Mike Riley: 

Michael Noel Riley was born on May 6, 1942, the 
son of Noel O. Riley and Alvaretta Mayne Riley in 
Shinnston, West Virginia.  His grandfather, Hugh 
H. Riley was treasurer of the First Baptist Church
where his father taught Sunday school and his
mother directed the choir. Sunday school
attendance was required of the three children who
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achieved perfect attendance pins for ten years or 
more. 

The next major event in the Riley family was the 
sudden fatal heart attack of his father who was 
forty-four years old when Mike was seven. His 
widowed mother would return to her profession of 
teaching elementary school while trying to carry  
on with the management of their funeral home 
and paint store in a mining community of about 
twenty-five hundred. These events would catapult 
a boy into young manhood more quickly than 
would be thought normal. 

A combination of genetics and financial necessity 
thrust Mike into many business ventures including 
the sale of watermelon juice, Kool-Aid, Clovereen 
Salve, Grit newspapers, and a couple of routes 
with the Clarksburg Exponet-Telegram.  During 
the teen years jobs included working for a funeral 
home, drive-in theater, and taking over the family 
paint, wallpaper, and picture framing business. 

At the age of fourteen, Mike was approached by 
his pastor and pressed about his need for 
accepting the Lord and getting baptized after 
attending a membership class. When asked by 
others about his salvation experience, his 
deliberately phrased answer has been, “In so far 
as I understood that I was a sinner and in so far 
as I believed Jesus died and rose again for me,” 
this is when he became a Christian. The only  
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observable change in his life was a growing 
interest in the Bible. Full assurance eluded him 
until he was twenty with many doubts about his 
sins and emotions which usually resulted in 
prayers to the effect of, “IF I didn’t do it right the 
first time, I REALLY mean it this time.” 

During his teenage years, Mike was an active 
leader in his youth group organizing church-wide 
events. He was also involved in the building 
program of an educational building and served on 
a pulpit committee at First Baptist. Unfortunately, 
the new pastor was quite liberal, believing little of 
the Bible, which eventually resulted in Mike 
leaving the family church under much small town 
criticism. 

He then became interested in gospel quartet 
singing and services at the county jail. He also 
served on the board of the local Youth For Christ 
where Ron Comfort was the director.  During 
these years the Lord was dealing with Mike about 
full time service as his testimonies were becoming 
sermons and his interests were evident even 
through the focus at the paint store.   

Shortly after he married Betty Righter in 1962, 
they attended a bible conference at Winona Lake, 
Indiana, during which the call to preach was 
clarified. It would be another year before there  
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was a willing surrender. From 1963-1965 he 
would serve to supply pulpits in northern West 
Virginia in the absence of their pastors. These 
same Independent Fundamental pastors would 
take over three hours (non-stop) for an 
examination after which they would hold an 
Ordination service for Mike at Shinn’s Run Baptist 
Church in early 1965.  

While two years at Fairmont State College and an 
Associate’s Degree in business had been adequate 
for the paint business, Mike had no Bible training 
other than the growing stacks of books that he 
regularly read. He needed to sell his business and 
settle up with creditors before going to Bob Jones 
University. His only knowledge about BJU was the 
fact that Ron Comfort preached hard Bible 
messages and Scripture was all Mike was 
interested in. What a shock the Rileys had when 
they entered the large beautiful campus for the 
first time. The summer of 1965 was when the 
completion of the dining common, the art gallery, 
and the entrance with the fountains was 
completed. 

It would take three years to complete his BA in 
spite of the many hours that would not transfer at 
the time since there were no minors in business 
or accounting for Bible majors. It was during 
these student days that Mike met Jerry Sivnksty 
and Bennie Moran who were both from the same  
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area of West Virginia but did not know each other 
until they were students at BJU. He also knew 
Pastor Dale Bradley as a member of Pi Gamma 
Delta. 

The Rileys remained in Greenville for two 
additional years in graduate school. 

While living in Greenville, Mike ministered at 
service men’s centers in Augusta and Columbia 
but mostly through Laurens County jails, old folk’s 
homes, and chain gangs. His preference at that 
time would have been a prison chaplaincy, but 
Providence worked a different direction in part 
through Jerry Sivnksty and an invitation to visit 
several times at Fellowship Baptist Church.  

Association With Fellowship Baptist Church:  

On one early visit, Jerry wanted Mike to see a 
piece of property that was either cheap or free 
where they hoped to build a new church building. 
Jerry asked for an honest opinion and was bluntly 
told, “I wouldn’t build a church there if they paid 
me.” The objection was mainly the fact that one 
would need a map and a paragraph to tell anyone 
how to find that site. It was hard to be that 
candid since in Mike’s mind none of it would ever 
matter to him, but, years later it did make a 
difference for many. 
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After five years of pastoring FBC, Jerry responded 
to the Lord’s call to full-time evangelism and 
talked with Mike about being in prayer about 
following him as the second pastor. From a fleshly 
standpoint it was not of interest, but once again 
the Lord clarified His leading to FBC in August of 
1970 during which Mike and Jerry worked 
together during the transition. 

There was a significant contrast between the 
founder and the successor. Jerry was very 
outgoing and preached short  
sermons. Mike was more reserved and preached 
long sermons. Some of the congregation over 
time moved on to other churches. 

The first “revival meeting” at FBC was held by 
Ron Comfort in 1971. Being more zealous than 
wise, Mike had nightly prayer meetings for three 
weeks leading up to the meeting. The people were 
exhausted before the services got started but one 
soul came to Christ that week. Other evangelistic 
services were conducted by Bill Hall and later 
Zelfred Smith. Often the church had Vacation 
Bible School; and one week around 1977 had Bill 
Moose and his wife, Doris, doing puppets and 
working with Sunday school teachers.  

Mission’s emphasis was a part of the Anderson 
experience. As a small church it was in a position 
to pray more than give financial monthly support.  
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Bob Vance and his wife Aloha were serving in St. 
Lucia and Wim and Nancy VanReijn were working 
in Holland. Jim Hughes and his wife were serving 
in Scotland.  Boya and Mrs. Faust were 
missionaries to Taiwan. These folks would visit 
our church when they were on furlough and a 
number of them stayed in the Riley’s home.   

Even though Betty had a teaching job in the 
county, Mike needed to earn enough to 
supplement his salary so hanging wallpaper came 
in very handy. It allowed him to choose his days 
and minimize distractions from the pastoral 
ministry.   

One time there were transients that FBC tried to 
help. One couple, Gerald and Gloria, got a job at 
a dairy and the church members painted and 
fixed up a sharecropper’s house for them to live 
in. With their kids, they had drifted across the 
south with weeks of dirty clothes under the seats 
in their station wagon. The church ladies washed 
the clothes for them. They wanted money more 
than work and fled in the night. 

Being a small church with about seventy-five 
attending, more or less, it wasn’t possible to do 
many things that were spectacular. There were 
nice Christmas banquets with either special 
speakers or Christian films when the YMCA or a  
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local public school lunchroom was rented for the 
evening. There were picnics on the church lot or  
at the city park. One time there was a sweetheart 
banquet at the antebellum woman’s club. The 
most involved activity was one Halloween when 
permission was obtained to use an empty 
antebellum house which was called the Cochran 
Plantation down on the Abbeville Highway. 

During the time at FBC the Rileys made friends 
with Alan and Connie Crace. Alan pastored the 
Anderson Bible Church, aka Greenville Street 
Baptist Church, on Greenville Street which 
suffered a lot of turmoil so they returned to their 
former home in Arkansas. The fragmented 
congregation approached the FBC trustees to see 
if they could merge with Fellowship Baptist 
Church. 

The other asset which the Anderson Bible Church 
owned was a parsonage at 210 Ligon Drive which 
was between Anderson College and Fellowship 
Baptist Church. The Rileys decided to sell their 
house on Allston Street and remodel the Ligon 
Drive house extensively after purchasing it 
outright. They would only live in it a little over a 
year before being called to pastor Killian Hill 
Baptist Church in Lilburn, GA. 

The Fellowship Baptist Church congregation was 
informed of the plans to move in September of  
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1978 and the families at Fellowship held a 
farewell open house in early November and the  
actual move took place over the Thanksgiving 
weekend. 

Notes:  

When Mike Riley began his ministry at Fellowship 
Baptist Church, it was obvious he had a zeal for 
teaching and preaching the Word of God.  

He mentioned previously in this document that 
“Jerry was very outgoing and preached short 
sermons. I was more reserved and preached long 
sermons.” 

No statement could be more true. The Sunday 
morning service began at 10:00 with Sunday 
school, and the preaching service began at 11:00. 
We were fortunate if all the persons were out of 
the church by 1:00 pm. Mike’s messages were 
from 45 to 70 minutes long. To verify this 
statement, listen to some of his messages on the 
website, www.sermonaudio.com. Most of his 
messages are from 60 to 74 minutes.  

When Mike was called to Killian Hill Baptist Church 
in Lilburn, GA, one of his concerns was “even 
though Fellowship Baptist Church tolerated my 
long sermons and teaching, another church would 
try to force me to be something that I was not.”  

But when Mike was trying to decide to stay at 
Fellowship Baptist Church or go to Killian Hill  
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Baptist Church, he received some encouraging 
words from Dr. Stewart Custer at BJU. Dr. Custer 
passed the word to Mike that there were two  
churches with an effective teaching ministry 
within a two-hundred-mile radius of Greenville, 
SC that he knew of—Fellowship Baptist Church 
and Killian Hill Baptist Church. That word of 
affirmation helped Mike make the decision to go 
to Killian Hill Baptist Church to help in their 
teaching ministry. 

While Mike’s sermons were quite lengthy, he is 
the only pastor who could take 20 minutes each 
Sunday morning and evening to give the church 
announcements.  

Consistent with the lengthy Sunday and 
Wednesday messages were the special and 
committee business meetings. These business 
meetings with officers of the church were held on 
Saturdays at Mike and Betty’s home. The 
meetings would begin about 9:00 am and end 
about 5:00 pm. The best part of the day-long 
meetings was the sumptuous lunch meals Betty 
prepared for everyone.  

At times the deacons would meet; at other times 
the trustees would meet; and at times other 
committees would meet. The meetings of each 
group was usually a day-long meeting. And God 
have mercy on your soul if you served as a  
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deacon and a trustee and were on some special 
committee. In that case you could count on  
spending several Saturdays with Mike and Betty. 
(Too bad Betty did not charge for those delicious  
meals! She could have supplemented her 
income.)  

When the committee to revise the church 
constitution had met several times at Mike’s 
house, it was decided to rent a cabin at the Wilds 
and spend the night and work for two days to 
finish the constitution. There was at least one 
other time a cabin was used for the night so the 
officers could have a two-day business meeting. 

All the above comments are made with the 
deepest love, respect, and appreciation for Mike’s 
business wisdom, thoroughness, and precision. 
Only with these God-given abilities could he 
oversee the ministry of Fellowship Baptist Church 
and Killian Hill Baptist Church to which God called 
him. 

Pastor Mike was always a very practical person. 
Everywhere he lived he had a garden. He loved to 
till the soil, plant the seed, watch the plants grow, 
and then eat the fruit of his labors. One plot on 
which he wished to plant a garden had poor soil 
and needed to be enriched with a good natural 
fertilizer. One member of the church lived near a 
pasture on which many cattle were raised. So he  
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took his truck to the pasture, shoveled up a truck 
load of “natural fertilizer” and drove it over to  
Mike’s garden. He unloaded the fertilizer and spread 
it over the soil. Mike exuberantly  expressed his 
appreciation by saying that was like having a truck 
load of gold delivered. The response was, “It doesn’t 
take much to please some people.” Mike’s sense of 
humor was appreciated and shared by many people 
who knew him.    

By attending the Bill Gothard Seminars in 1973, 
Mike discovered a very practical method for teaching 
the Word and explaining how each Christian could 
discover and use the spiritual gift (motivation) God 
had given them. Because of Mike’s teaching and 
practical application of the Word, many people in the 
congregation gained a deep understanding of how 
God was using them in His ministry. 

In one Sunday morning service, Mike said that he 
had an extremely important announcement to make 
in the evening service, and he wanted everyone to 
be present. 

Many speculated what the important announcement 
would be. To some it seemed that one of two things 
were going to be announced—either Mike was going 
to announce that Fellowship Baptist Church was 
going to establish a Christian school and many 
classrooms and buildings were going to built to  
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accommodate students and the ministry was to 
be expanded into a full-time teaching ministry. 
Or the other announcement was going to be that 
Mike was resigning as pastor and going into a 
full-time teaching ministry.  

The second speculation proved to be true. Mike 
announced that he would be accepting a position  
at Killian Hill Baptist Church and Christian 
School—thus fulfilling his God-given abilities of 
administrator, pastor, leader, and teacher.  
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Mike, 
Betty, Jon 

Just prior 
to leaving          
Anderson 

November 
1978 

Mike and Betty 
Riley 

Pastor of Killian 
Hill Baptist 
Church, Lilburn, 
GA 

December 
1979- 
September   
18, 2011 

  50th Wedding 
  Anniversary:  

  June 8, 1962- 
  June 8, 2012 
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The Rileys at Home Living “The Life of Riley” 
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Interim Period  

December 1978-September 1979 

Dayton Walker 

During this interim 
period without a 
permanent pastor, 
Dayton Walker served 
as interim pastor 
while the pulpit 
Committee searched 
for a permanent 
pastor. 

Dayton Walker and his wife, Judy, presently 
serve with the Gospel Fellowship Association as 
special assignment missionaries. They were in 
Korea in 2014 for six months helping a church 
without a pastor. Prior to that they were in 
Galesburg, IL. There are plans for them to go to 
Kansas soon. 

The GFA Interim Pastor Ministry is a program 
utilizing pastors who are at the age where they 
are ready to step away from the burdens of the 
senior pastorate but still have a great deal of 
ministry left in them. This ministry is intended to 
provide a service to churches that are between 
pastors and would like experienced pastoral  
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stability during the time they are seeking God’s 
permanent man. The interim pastor is more than 
simply a pulpit supply. He functions in a pastoral 
capacity but should not be considered as a 
pastoral candidate by the church. 

A church in transition is a church in need of 
stability.  That’s why the GFA interim-pastor 
program is so valuable.   

The interim assumes the responsibilities of the 
pastor in teaching and preaching (which relieves 
the church from seeking for pulpit supply for 
possibly six months or longer), running the day-
to-day operations, and shepherding the local 
flock.  It is essential that one leader takes care of 
the daily needs of the ministry so that the pulpit 
committee and the congregation can focus on 
prayerfully seeking their new pastor.  

For us, the most important part of the program 
was the network the interim brought to the table.  
Because of his previous experience in the 
ministry, he personally knew pastors, evangelists, 
and Christian schools and organizations.  This 
became an enormous help to the pulpit 
committee, as the interim was able to locate new 
candidates and find out additional information on 
candidates the pulpit committee was considering. 
We thank the Lord for giving us this man to help  
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us in our time of need, and we highly recommend 
this program to any church in transition. 
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Interim Period  

September 1979-June 1, 1980 

Dr. Jack W. Tillman 

During this 
interim period 
without a  
permanent 
pastor, 
Dr. Jack 
Tillman served  
as interim 
pastor while    
the pulpit 
committee  
searched for a  
permanent 
pastor. 

Dr. Jack W. Tillman served as interim pastor from 
September 1979 until Pastor Dale Bradley arrived 
June 1, 1980. 

The following is quoted from a press release by 
Bob Jones University and from a document 
provided by Dr. Tillman: 
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Dr. Tillman taught Bible at BJU for 35 years and 
has also served as a pastor and interim pastor. 
He and his wife have traveled throughout the 
U.S. serving as encourager and consultant to 
new and smaller churches. He is a wise counselor 
and fervent preacher and teacher of God's Word.  

Dr. Jack W. Tillman of Greenville was granted the 
honorary doctorate, Doctor of Divinity, at the 
81st annual commencement exercises of Bob 
Jones University Saturday, May 3, 2008.  

Dr. Jack W. Tillman graduated from the Bob 
Jones University Seminary 1955. For five years 
he and his wife traveled for Gospel Fellowship 
Missions throughout the U.S. serving as 
encourager and consultant to new and smaller 
churches. After returning to the campus, Dr. and 
Mrs. Tillman worked closely with BJU’s 
international students, as well as with new BJU 
faculty and staff and retired BJU faculty and staff.  

While serving full-time at Bob Jones University 
for more than 48 years, Tillman served as interim 
pastor for fifteen local churches. Since his 
retirement in 2002, he has continued to fill 
interim pastorate positions for churches in North 
Carolina, Pennsylvania, Vermont, California, 
Arizona, and Virginia. 

On weekends and during summers, Tillman's 
teaching and preaching ministries included Bible 
Institute classes, Bible conferences, revival  
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services, family camps, missionary work, serving 
as pastor of two local churches, and traveling all 
over America assisting and encouraging local 
church planters and multiple small churches.  

Dr. Tillman and his wife, Frances, have two sons, 
David and Brian, and six grandchildren and 
eleven great grandchildren.  
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Clyde Dale Bradley: Pastor 

June 1, 1980-Present 

Biography: 

Pastor and Leader of the Congregation 

Dale Bradley grew up in Starke, Florida. He 
received Christ as Savior at the age of 12 in a 
small country church in Theresa, Florida.  

After graduating from Bradford County High 
School, he attended Bob Jones University.  

In January 1967, he graduated with a BA degree 
in Bible.  
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Pastor Bradley pastored churches in Illinois, 
Georgia, and North Carolina before coming to 
Fellowship Baptist Church.  

While pastoring in Anderson, SC, he earned an MA 
degree from Bob Jones University in pastoral 
studies. 

Testimony: 

The following was excerpted from a message 
presented at Fellowship Baptist Church on 
February 1, 2015: 

When I was first saved I dedicated my life to the 
Lord and He called me to preach when I was 14 
years old. I felt the Lord calling me into some 
type of Christian service—I did not know what 
kind. But I felt like I wanted to go into full-time 
preaching service. At that time the pastor of our 
church left, and I was just 14 or 15, and we didn’t 
have anyone to preach at the Wednesday night 
service so one of the deacons approached me 
about two weeks before and said. “I understand 
you want to go into the ministry.” So I said, “I 
think so!” He asked “How would you like to 
preach for us Wednesday night for prayer 
meeting?” Without even thinking I said, “Yes.” I 
went home and wondered “What in the world did 
I get myself into?” Now understand that I had not 
been to Bible school. I couldn’t even stand up 
before a group without my knees banging  
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together. So one thing led to another. When 
people found out that I had been called to the 
ministry, I never had to worry about a place to 
preach. In fact, I never worried about it at all. The 
Lord led step by step.  

I was getting my hair cut one time and the barber 
was a Christian and he found out that I had 
preached sometimes at my home church and he 
asked if I would preach at his church. At that 
time, I was 16. So I said, “Yes, I’ll be glad to.” So 
I went to a country church way out in the middle 
of the boondocks and preached Sunday morning. 
From that point on the Lord opened up door after 
door. I never had to send out a resume to a 
church looking for a church pastor. Personally I 
feel like if the Lord wants you to minister he will 
open the right door at the right time. That’s the 
way I have lived—step by step. I have found that 
God leads that way. 

Growing up in Starke, Florida, and as a senior in 
high school, I boasted that there were three 
things that I would not do. I would not live north 
of the Mason-Dixon Line; I would not go to a city; 
and I would not go to a college or university. My 
reason was that my home pastor did not go to 
Bible school, therefore, I did not need to go to 
Bible school. That was my senior year in high 
school. The next year I was a freshman at Bob 
Jones University. When I graduated from BJU, I  
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went to Illinois. I went to Chicago and served in 
the ministry at Pacific Garden Mission.   

I remember when I met my wife-to-be. I was not 
looking for a fiancée. I had one thing in my mind 
and that was graduating from Bob Jones 
University and preparing for the ministry. I was 
working fulltime and going to school fulltime and 
going on extension on the weekends. I didn’t 
have time for anything else. 

I worked in the kitchen at BJU during the 
summertime in my sophomore year. I saw this 
red haired freckled-faced young lady but didn’t 
think too much about it at the time. All the faculty 
kids in the kitchen bugged me from that time on. 
“Why don’t you date Cassie, Why don’t you date 
Cassie?” It was later that I did start to date 
Cassie (Cassandra Mathena). From that time one 
thing led to another and we did get married on 
February 4, 1967, according to God’s time 
schedule.   

I’m glad that God does not lay out his complete 
will for our life. Instead God prepares us for the 
next step. Since I was first saved I have never 
put stipulations on God’s will for my life about 
where God would lead me or what I would do—
except for one time, and I learned from that one 
time not to do it again. And that was when I came 
to Fellowship Baptist Church.  
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Association with Fellowship Baptist Church: 

When I was called to Fellowship Baptist Church 
the pulpit committee asked what I wanted for 
salary, etc. I had a figure in mind and I prayed 
about it. And I told the Lord about it.  I said “This 
is what it’s going to take to go to Anderson, SC to 
be pastor of Fellowship Baptist Church. I’ve got to 
have this much money.” I also told the Lord, “This 
is the last time. This is the last church.” I had 
already been in several churches and had to leave 
for one reason or another. I said, “Lord if it 
doesn’t work this time, that’s it.” That was 36 
years ago, but I laid all these stipulations before 
the Lord as far as how much salary and expenses 
getting here. And I looked at my budget and said, 
“This is what I have to have.” When the church 
called me as pastor, they said we will offer you 
this much. And that was exactly what I talked to 
the Lord about. “And we will pay you this much on 
moving expense.” That’s exactly what I talked to 
the Lord about. The money was paid for getting 
the mobile home down here, but it was wrecked 
on the way to SC. So now I have a broken mobile 
home just outside of Wilmington, NC and I’m in 
SC and staying with my mother-in-law waiting for 
the trailer to get here to be put on the lot in south 
Anderson. And I wondered, “Where is it? It’s 
supposed to be here.” So I called the moving 
company and they said that in the process of  
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moving, it simply broke in the middle. So now I 
had a mobile home parked beside the road broken 
in half. So they had to pull it to the junk yard. So 
the amount of money that it would have taken for 
me to come to SC was doubled. I had a mobile 
home, which I couldn’t live in, and a house both 
of which I had a mortgage on. So I had to get a 
second mortgage on a place to live.  So I then 
had two mortgages for the salary I told the Lord I 
had to have in order to come to SC. That went on 
for about three years. But that taught me the 
lesson that God would provide. To this day, I trust 
God to provide all things. And He has provided for 
the past 36 years. 

Notes: 

Pastor Bradley keeps updated on the current 
ministry of Fundamental Baptist Churches by 
attending meetings of the Fundamental Baptist 
Fellowship International. The most recent meeting 
of the FBFI was on March 16-17, 2015, at the 
Wilds Christian Association, Inc. in Brevard, NC. 

Pastor Bradley has truly fulfilled the office of 
pastor in every meaning of the word “pastor.” He 
has led the flock with encouragement, 
enlightenment, and instruction, love, and, yes, 
rebuke.  
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As long as there continue to be lost people who 
need to be led and won to the Lord and new 
believers who need to be led, there will be a need 
for pastors. The word “pastor” actually means 
“shepherd.” It is the shepherd who leads the 
members of the church in the “paths of 
righteousness.” Psalms 23:3.  

When called upon in times of need he has been 
present for counsel and comfort. In times of 
sickness or bereavement he has brought solace. 
Even in his own times of various needs, he has 
not wavered in meeting the needs of others. 

Pastor Bradley incorporates the spirit of 
evangelism and teaching in his messages and life. 
Souls have been won to Christ under his 
evangelistic ministry, and Christians have been 
taught the whole counsel of God’s Word. His 
comments and teachings from the pulpit are 
based on the Word and supported by Scriptural 
principles. But his predominate ministry has been 
to serve as pastor by presenting Bible-based 
instruction and leadership from the pulpit and 
overseeing the needs of the congregation. 

Dale is also a pastor who appreciates seeing God 
evident in the natural world. Like the previous 
pastor, he enjoys having flower and vegetable 
gardens. He enjoys planting the seed and 
watching the plants grow and then eating the  
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fruits of his labors. He likes to get up early and 
see the sun rise, hear the birds sing, and welcome 
each new day. He appreciates the animals Godhas 
given us to enjoy—the wild turkeys and deer. 
Wonder how he feels about possums?  

Pastor Bradley and Cassie have two children, a 
daughter, Adina Estes, and a son, Steven. They 
have five grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren. 
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The Missions and Missionaries We Support 
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Missions and Missionaries 

As outlined in the Constitution of Fellowship 
Baptist Church, its purpose is to preach Jesus 
Christ, and Him crucified, buried, risen, and 
coming again and to extend this same ministry 
throughout the world by the prayerful support of 
missionaries. 

To this end Fellowship Baptist Church provides 
continuous prayerful support for likeminded 
missions which are carrying out the great 
commission of Matthew 28:19, “Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost.” 

Fellowship Baptist Church currently provides 
monthly financial support to 12 missionaries and 
support foundations as enumerated on the 
following pages.  

Other support is extended to Christian camps, 
organizations, and senior homes in the form of 
continuous prayer, attendance and participation 
at presentations, and help in the maintenance of 
their physical plant. 

The missionaries on furlough which the church 
supports are welcome to attend Fellowship  
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Baptist Church to present the needs, continuing 
efforts, and results of their ministry. 

Many applicants who wish to become missionaries 
have visited the church on deputation to give a 
presentation about the mission field to which they 
have been called. 
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Joel and Sarah Arnold 

Gospel Fellowship 
Association Missions 
1809 Wade Hampton 
Boulevard, Suite 110 
Greenville, SC 29609 
www.gfamissions.org 

Home Church:   
Mount Calvary 
Baptist Church  
115 Cedar Lane Road 
Greenville, SC 29601 
www.mountcalvary 
baptist.org          

 Jeremy  Joel  Zachary  Sarah 

Field:  Philippines 
Ministry:  Bible College & Church planting    

Joel and Sarah Arnold were blessed to grow up in 
godly homes and attended Bob Jones University for 
college and graduate school. After completing a  
Ph.D. in Theology from BJU in 2011, Joel and Sarah 
began raising support to go to the Philippines. 

Joel and Sarah served in Africa for six months, 
teaching, evangelizing, and working in local 
churches. They also traveled for a year to churches  
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and schools across the USA, leading Bob Jones 
University Ministry teams. 

Their ministry in the Philippines include three areas: 
(1) teaching at Bob Jones Memorial Bible College in
Quezon City, (2) church planting in partnership with
national men, and (3) outreaches to and short-term
classes across the Philippines and Southeast Asia.

In their first term, the Arnolds focused on learning 
Filipino, served for several months in the province of 
Palawan, took an interim pastorate at Gilarmi 
Fundamental Baptist Church, and taught classes at 
BJMBC. The Arnolds are blessed to serve with their 
three children, Jeremy Daniel, Zachary Jason, and 
Caroline Elyse (born June 13, 2015). You can learn 
more about their ministry online at 
www.everytribeandtongue.com and receive periodic 
ministry updates. 

As they travel with their young children, the Arnolds 
enjoy ministering musically and with hands-on skills 
at each church.  

An account submitted by Dr. Joel Arnold concerning 
the recent home going of their third child is listed 
below:  

On July 28, 2014, she (Sarah) tested positive for a 
pregnancy. On July 31 she began experiencing minor 
abdominal pain and slight bleeding. Because similar 
symptoms had occurred with previous pregnancies  
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without incident, she waited. On August 1, 2014, the 
pain intensified and focused on one side. We 
immediately went to a doctor who confirmed through 
an ultrasound that the pregnancy was ectopic and 
bleeding internally. Surgery followed two hours later 
and a hospital stay until August 3, 2014. 

The child that God took was named Gift. 

You may view the letter that Sarah wrote to Gift by 
following the link: 
http://rootedthinking.com/2015/04/02/to-the-baby-
i-never-met/. 

Joel and Jeremy visited Fellowship Baptist Church 
June 9, 2013 and enjoyed the ice cream social. 
Sarah was not present (only the second deputation 
service that Joel had attended without Sarah) with 
good reason—she had given birth to their second 
son, Zachary, seven days before.  
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Cross Impact Ministries 

Cross Impact 
Ministries 
4470 Pilgrim Road 
Brookfield, WI 
53005 

www.crossimpact.org 

Cross Impact Ministries exists for the purpose of 
glorifying God by equipping and supporting local 
churches in fulfilling the Great Commission by 
discipling college students world-wide with the 
Gospel of Christ. 

We are committed to evangelism and the Biblical 
process of discipleship through small groups and life-
touching-life relationships. 

The passion of Cross Impact is to reach college 
students with the Gospel of Jesus Christ through the 
life and witness of those students who have 
experienced God’s grace in salvation.  

Cross Impact is seriously committed to helping 
students progress in personal sanctification through 
a growing passion for and obedience to God’s Word, 
a humble dependence on God’s grace to overcome 
indwelling sin, and an earnest desire for the  
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development of Christ’s character within the life 
through the indwelling Spirit. 

Cross Impact is committed to the development of the 
next generation of leaders who learn to serve 
humbly through the local church. 
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Anne Slessor Dreisbach 

Gospel Fellowship 
Association 
1809 Wade Hampton Blvd.  
Suite 110 
Greenville, SC 29609 
www.gfamissions.org 

Home Church:   
Mount Calvary Baptist 
Church 
115 Cedar Lane Road  
Greenville, SC 29601 

www.mountcalvarybaptist.org 

Ministry:  Medical evangelism 
Ministry to Ladies and Children 
Field:  Suriname 

On Field Since: 1980  

Anne is a medical missionary to the Bushnegro 
people on the Cottica River in Suriname, South 
America. Anne had the privilege of being the oldest 
child of missionary parents John and Bettie 
Dreisbach.  She was born in the United States, but 
went to Africa when she was just a few months old. 
Her parents' testimony had a huge impact on Anne's  
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life, and they imparted to her early in her life their 
mission was to win souls to Jesus Christ.  

When she was six years old, she went to a boarding 
school for missionary children. While in her first year 
there, she recognized her own need of salvation and 
confessed her sins, believed in Jesus Christ, and 
accepted Him as her personal Savior. Shortly after 
her conversion, God called her into full-time 
Christian service.  

After spending seven years at boarding schools in 
Nigeria and three years in public schools in the 
United States, Anne completed her last two years of 
high school at Bob Jones Academy. The two years at 
BJA were important years of spiritual growth for 
Anne; they confirmed her calling to full-time 
Christian service and set her feet on the Lord's path 
for her life. The following fall she entered nurses 
training to fulfill her heart's desire to be a missionary 
nurse. She graduated from the Greenville General 
Hospital School of Nursing in 1969 and went on to 
graduate from Bob Jones University with a B.S. 
degree in Medical Missions in 1972. Because of her 
interest in obstetrics, Anne entered the Queen 
Mother's Hospital in Glasgow, Scotland to study 
midwifery. She graduated with a degree in midwifery 
in 1973. Throughout her college years, Anne went on 
several foreign mission trips to Chad, Central Africa, 
Mexico, Scotland and France.  

In 1976, Anne went to the Niger Republic of West 
Africa with Project Compassion where she ministered  
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to as many as 400 Muslim people a day through a 
medical clinic ministry.  

After the Lord closed the door in Niger in June of 
1980, Anne sought the Lord's guidance for her next 
step. The Lord graciously led her to Suriname, South 
America. She still serves there in a small Bushnegro 
village that can only be reached by river. She 
conducts medical river clinics with about 1900 
registered patients.  

Not only does she practice general medicine, but she 
has delivered 300 babies, pulled hundreds of teeth 
and sutured an unknown number of injuries as well 
as offers veterinary services to different types of 
wounded animals.  

Her burden has always been to help provide some 
relief from physical suffering as well as deliverance 
from eternal suffering through sharing the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ with her patients.  

She is affectionately known as "Sister Anne" to the 
Bushnegro people.  

In addition to medical work, the Lord has allowed 
Anne to help other missionaries in the area of 
language development programs in the Republic of 
the Congo, Cameroon and Equatorial Guinea. She 
also has taught village medicine to other 
missionaries in Suriname, Congo, Cameroon and 
Papua New Guinea. 
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Her passion is for missions and is characterized by 
one of her favorite verses, Psalm 69:6, "Let not them 
that wait on thee, O Lord God of Hosts, be ashamed 
for my sake: let not those that seek thee be 
confounded for my sake, O God of Israel." 
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FrontLine Missions International 

Frontline Missions 
International 
PO Box 829 
208 Artillery Road 
Taylors, SC 29687 

www.frontlinemissions.info 

The cross is central in the Frontline logo, but 
more importantly it is at the heart of our 
message and mission. We believe in the 
centrality and finality of Christ’s work on the 
cross—of His radical rescue work for all of us. 
Knowing its life-giving power, we desire that all 
people hear this Good News. Many have heard it 
often, but many more have never heard it even 
once. So we focus on those with the least 
opportunity to hear, going to them with 
urgency, joy, and confidence because we have 
been sent by our King. 

Frontline’s key objective is to advance the 
Gospel, forming vibrant, Word-centered, 
disciple-making churches, especially in those  
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regions of the world that have the least Light. 
We are driven by the same desire that animated 
the apostle Paul who said it was always his 
ambition to preach the Gospel where Christ was 
not known (Romans 15:20). We pursue this goal 
by equipping Christians on the frontlines to 
reach their own people for Christ, by forming 
strategic partnerships with them, and by 
developing creative platforms in countries closed 
to traditional missions. 

Frontline’s outreach extends into many foreign 
countries: China, Ukraine, South Asia, Africa, 
England, etc.—wherever the Lord directs. 
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Hector and Graciela Gomez 

EMU International 
209 Roberts Road 
Taylors, SC 29687 

Training the Uruguayan nationals to reach their 
own people has always been the ultimate goal of 
EMU International (formerly Evangelical Mission 
to Uruguay). Since the first group of young 
Uruguayans received instruction and entered the 
"harvest field," they have carried on a ministry 
of diversified evangelism to reach people in all 
walks of life with the Gospel message and sound 
doctrinal teaching. This work includes mass 
evangelism through radio, Christian film, open 
air meetings in the markets and plazas, prison 
evangelism, child evangelism, house-to-house 
visitation, tract distribution, hospital ministry, 
Bible study, and personal work. As a result, a 
number of Bible-believing churches have been 
established in Uruguay over the years through 
EMU's national missionaries. 

www.emuinternational.org
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The Uruguayan government is officially non-
partisan with regard to religion and supposedly 
treats all denominations equally, unlike the 
Roman Catholic-dominated governments of 
other Latin American countries. Religions of 
every shade and creed abound in Uruguay—from 
Moonies to Mennonites, from spiritists to 
Catholics, from Jehovah’s Witnesses to Baptists.  

Evangelism, church planting, teaching, and 
other ministry opportunities abound.  

Hector and Graciela welcomed the arrival of 
their fifth grandchild on May 30, 2015. Her 
name is Sofia Pilar, the daughter of Santiago, 
the son of Hector and Graciela, and his wife, 
Natalie. 
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    James and Amy Greenwood 

Sending Agency: 
Baptist World 
Mission 
PO Box 2149 
Decatur, AL 35602 

Sending Church: 
Hillsdale Baptist 
Church  
6201 Ehrlich Road 
Tampa, FL 33625Lauren James Josiah Amy Jaden  

www.baptistworldmission.org 
www.hillsdalebaptist.org 
jgreenwood@baptistworldmission.org 
813-833-7093

We are James and Amy Greenwood, church-
planting missionaries in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  
God has called us here to plant independent Baptist 
churches by evangelizing the lost with the Good  
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News of the Gospel, discipling the saved, and 
training national pastors and leaders. 

James graduated from Bob Jones University in 
1998 with a BA in Bible and in 2002 with a MS in 
counseling. Amy graduated from Bob Jones 
University in 1998 with a BS in elementary 
education. The Lord called us each to missions 
while attending Bible College.  

In April 2002 we were appointed with Baptist World 
Mission. We began deputation in February 2003, 
after completing an internship at our sending 
church,  

Hillsdale Baptist Church in Tampa, Florida. The Lord 
has blessed us with three lovely children – Jaden, 
Lauren, and Josiah. 

We are currently planting a church in the city of 
Pilar–a city of nearly 300,000 souls on the 
northwestern edge of Greater Buenos Aires.  In 
August 2008, we began weekly Bible studies in the 
city center, which quickly grew to about 30  
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believers.  In March 2009 we began holding Sunday 
services and one year later the church was officially 
inaugurated. 

In early 2014 God provided the funds to buy 
property for the church. By God's grace, we were 
able to sign and take possession July 30, 2014.  To 
God be the glory!  

Since then, the current building was remodeled as a 
temporary meeting facility. As soon as the plans were 
approved, we began the new construction. Please pray 
that the Lord will lead and provide in order to complete 
the first floor by the end of 2015. 

Birthdays: 

James    4/17 Jaden     3/28/1999 
Amy    3/06 Lauren   9/03/2000 
Anniversary 5/16/1998 Josiah    8/22/2002 
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Dalton and Norma Heath 

World 
Wide New 
Testament 
Baptist 
Missions 
PO Box 
725 
Kings 
Mountain, 
NC 28086 

www.wwntbm.com 

Sending Church: 
New Testament Baptist Church 
126 Neuse Road 
Kinston, NC 28501 
www.ntbckinston.org 
252-523-0648

Serving in Missions Since 1968 

Fields of Service: Liberia, Micronesia, Guam, 
Hawaii, United States 

Representatives for World Wide New Testament 
Baptist Missions 



History of Fellowship Baptist Church 

111 

Present Ministries: 
Recruitment, Missions Revivals, 
Faith Promise Conferences 

Birthdays: 
Dalton: February 21 
Norma: August 28 
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Tim and Debbie Keesee 

Frontline 
Missions 
International 
PO Box 829 
208 Artillery 
Road 
Taylors, SC 
29687 

www.frontlinemissions.info 

Dr. Tim Keesee serves as executive director of 
Frontline Missions International, Inc., an 
organization founded in 1992 and committed to 
advancing the Gospel in the world’s difficult 
places by developing sustainable platforms for 
work and witness. In its early years FMI 
primarily assisted with pastoral training, church 
planting, camp ministries, and literature 
outreach in Eastern Europe and the former 
Soviet Union.  

The Lord has blessed this effort and since then 
has opened a much wider field of service into a 
number of restricted-access countries. He has 
traveled to 80 countries reporting on the church. 
He is also the executive producer of the  
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mission’s documentary series Dispatches from 
the Front. In addition, he has authored 
numerous books and articles on history, politics, 
and missions, including Dispatches from the 
Front: Stories of Gospel Advance in the World’s 
Difficult Places.  

Tim is married and assisted in the ministry by 
his wife Debbie. They have two married children, 
Sarah and Tim, Jr., and one grandchild. 
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Dr. Frances Anne Livingston 

Baptist World Mission 
PO Box 2149 
Decatur, AL 35602 

www.baptistworldmission.org 
www.dranneinhaiti.com 
fannelivingston@gmail.com 

Greetings from St. Raphaël-Wallondri in rural 
northern Haiti! 

Much has changed since I first came to Haiti in 
1987. We did not have reliable communications, 
the roads were terrible, there was no electricity, 
and affordable personal computers were still in 
the future. The roads are still bad and it is 
unlikely that the national electric system will 
ever reach this area. However, solar power is 
now a reality.  

Most people have cell phones!  It is hard to 
imagine life without a laptop computer, and  
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satellite dishes now make it possible to be in 
contact with the world. 

It has been my privilege to serve the Lord Jesus 
Christ in clinic ministry to the Haitian people 
since 1989. We have seen God heal people both 
physically, through the use of medicine, and 
spiritually as the Gospel has been faithfully 
proclaimed and people have put their trust in 
Christ for salvation. 

The clinic continues to provide opportunities for 
personal witness in addition to the preaching 
services and the portions of scripture we 
distribute. There are also times when a word of 
encouragement or biblical counsel is 
appropriate. I am grateful for the outreach we 
have in northern Haiti. 

“And Jesus went forth, and saw a great 
multitude, and was moved with compassion 
toward them, and he healed their sick.”  
(Matthew 14:14) 
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Joel and Cindy Reed 

Biblical 
Ministries 
Worldwide 
1595 
Herrington 
Road 
Lawrenceville, 
GA 30043 

Sheridan, Cindy, Gideon, Joel, Clara, Briana  

www.biblicalministries.org 
irishman2@quixnet.net 

Bethel Baptist Church 
6966 State Road 14 
Winamac, IN 46996   
www.bethelbiblechurch.org         
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Joel and Cindy serve with Biblical Ministries 
Worldwide as missionaries to Ireland and are 
involved with church planting.  
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Stan and Grace Shelton 

Gospel Fellowship 
Association 
1809 Wade Hampton 
Blvd. Suite 110 
Greenville, SC 29609 

www.gfamissions.org 

Home Church:   
Trinity Baptist Church Concord, NH 

Field:  Austria 

Ministry:  Church planting 

On Field Since:  2001   

Stan and Grace Shelton arrived in Vienna, 
Austria on February 13, 2001. It had long been 
their desire to serve God in Austria. Their first 
term was spent assisting in the ministry of Todd 
and Sarah Hudson at Immanuel Bibelgemeinde 
in Vienna. 
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In January of 2006, the Shelton family 
transitioned into the next phase of their 
ministry. After moving to the 22nd district of 
Vienna, Stan established an organization called 
Projekt.B - Bible Knowledge for Life, with the 
purpose of teaching the Word of God about 
Jesus Christ in a practical, life-changing way. 
Through Projekt.B, the Sheltons established a 
Sunday worship service in May 2006, with the 
future goal of developing a fully functioning 
indigenous church.  

Sunday, October 4, 2009, was a milestone for 
the Sheltons when the group of believers with 
whom they have been working in Vienna held 
their charter membership service. The church 
constitution they adopted states that, "the goal 
of our church is to give God the glory by being 
true to His Word. Success is measured by the 
Christlikeness of each member." 

The Tony Shelton family arrived in Vienna in 
January 2007 to join the ministry team. The 
Lord has also led several Austrian believers to 
partner in this endeavor for the Lord. The team's 
desire is that many people will come to the 
personal knowledge of the loving grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Stan and Grace have five children, Kaleb, Lukas, 
Micah, James, and their newest addition, Kirsten 
Jane, born November 12, 2010! 

The Shelton Family 
2013 
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Bob and Aloha Vance 

Baptist 
Mid-
Missions  
PO Box 
308011 
Cleveland, 
OH 44130 

Grace Baptist Church 
1097 Fett Avenue 
Lima, OH 45801 
www.gbclima.org 
aloha@abundantgraceintl.org 

Retired 

Furlough Replacements 

Ministering recently in churches from Greenville, 
SC to St. Lucia. 

In 2016, Lord willing, the Vances will have been 
with Baptist Mid-Missions for 50 years: 40 years 
serving in the field and 10 years with Furlough 
Replacements. The Vances remain available to  
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travel whenever and wherever the door of 
service opens. 

Bob Vance was born into a poor family and 
raised in a small town in Tennessee. 

He didn’t expect much out of life; therefore, he 
was a poor student. He didn’t think he had much 
to offer others, was shy and without ambition. 
He left Tennessee for a home in Ohio where the 
Lord found him and saved him. In Cleveland, 
Ohio he knocked on many doors, passed out 
gospel tracts, and preached on the streets of 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

He began to attend Bob Jones University. At the 
University he became acquainted with a pretty 
young lady, Aloha, who soon became his wife. 
They considered going to Martinique in the West 
Indies to minister, but another individual 
encouraged them to partner with Baptist Mid-
Missions, and their attention was turned to St. 
Lucia. 

After prayerful consideration and preparation, 
they landed at Vieu Fort, St. Lucia on January 
17, 1967. They would minister for eight years in 
various parts of the island. They arrived in St. 
Lucia with Leah, their eight-month old daughter. 
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They began their ministry in Gros Islet, 
conducting Sunday afternoon services under a 
lean-to. Later a house was rented and the adult  

Sunday school was held outside under the 
coconut trees because of limited space in the 
small house. They invited local children to 
attend Vacation Bible School. As the 
congregation grew they were able to acquire 
land and a Quonset building. 

During their first term in St. Lucia, they 
welcomed Nathan into their family in 1986, and 
Daphne was added to their family in 1971. 

After they left the ministry in St. Lucia, Baptist 
Mid-Missions asked them to go to Hawaii to take 
up the ministry at the Aloha Baptist Church in 
Honokaa on the Big Island in 1977. By now their 
family had grown to six when Titus was born in 
1976. 

The goal in Hawaii, as it was in St. Lucia, was to 
bring the churches to the place of being self-
supporting and self-sufficient by calling their 
own pastors. Later after a furlough they went to 
Maui. They ministered in Maui for three years, 
but the prospect of getting a church developed 
with land and building was cost prohibitive. 

The Lord then directed them to British Columbia, 
Canada to continue their work with Baptist Mid-
Missions. They ministered at Calvary Baptist  
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Church in Aldergrove, British Columbia until 
another missionary was called, who is still there. 
The Vances ministered in British Columbia for 10 
years. 

The Vance’s ministry was not always easy, but it 
was always blessed. Aloha worked in many 
women’s and children’s ministries. 

God has allowed the Vances to minister in St. 
Lucia, Canada, Hawaii, Alaska, Scotland, 
Finland, Ireland, and the United States. 

Between furlough replacement assignments, 
they ministered with Abundant Grace 
International with a discipleship, counseling 
ministry. 
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Fellowship Baptist Church 

First Deed 

  April 3, 1972—4.18± acres 

DEED BOOK 17-2 PAGE 397 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
  COUNTY  OF  ANDERSON 

Paid -0- Anderson County 
      Recording Taxation 

(Documentary Stamps here)              
$26.00 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS THAT 

I, Robert C. Dixon, of the County of Pinellas, State of Florida, 
for and in consideration of the sum of Twelve Thousand Five 
Hundred Forty ($12,540.00) to me in hand paid on and before 
the sealing of these presents by Thomas E. King, David S. 
Payne, Ralph L. Payne and Archie P. Snelgrove, as Trustees 
of Fellowship Baptist Church the receipt whereof is hereby 
acknowledged, have granted, bargained, sold and released 
unto the said Thomas E. King, David S. Payne, Ralph L. 
Payne and Archie P. Snelgrove, as Trustees of Fellowship 
Baptist Church, their Successors and Assigns forever: 

}TITLE TO REAL ESTATE
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All that certain piece, parcel or lot of land situate, lying and 
being about two (2) miles East of Anderson, in Centerville 
Township, cut from the Northwest corner of a 26 1/5 acre tract 
of land formerly deeded to Jones J. Rogers by W. B. 
Magruder, containing 4.18 acres, more or less, fully shown on 
a plat by J. A. Winter, dated November 5, 1938, of record in 
the Office of the Clerk of Court for the County of Anderson, 
South Carolina, in Plat Book 13, at Page 125, bounded on the 
North by land of Mrs. Hattie Laboone, on the East by Mrs. 
Hattie E. Rogers and George J. Rogers, on the South by lot of 
J. J. Rogers, Jr. and on the West by Mrs. Helen R. Ligon; and 
being the same tract of land conveyed unto R. C. Dixon and 
Ethel R. Dixon by Jones J. Rogers, by deed dated November 
10, 1938, of record in the aforesaid Clerk’s Office in Deed 
Book W-6, at Page 568, the interest therein of Ethel M. Dixon 
(being the same person as Ethel R. Dixon) having been 
devised unto Robert C. Dixon by her Last Will and Testament 
which is duly on file in the Office of the Probate Judge  for 
Anderson County, South Carolina, in Probate Roll No. 19266. 

TOGETHER with all and singular, the Rights, Members, 
Hereditaments and Appurtenances to the said Premises 
belonging, or in anywise incident or appertaining. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, all and singular, the said 
premises before mentioned, unto the said Thomas E. King, 
David S. Payne, Ralph L. Payne and Archie P. Snelgrove, as 
Trustees of Fellowship Baptist Church, their Successors and 
Assigns forever. 

And I do hereby bind myself and my Heirs, Executors and 
Administrators, to warrant and forever defend, all and 
singular, the said Premises unto the said Thomas E. King,  
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David S. Payne, Ralph L. Payne and Archie P. Snelgrove, as 
Trustees of Fellowship Baptist Church, their Successors and 
Assigns, against me and my Heirs, Executors, Administrators, 
Assigns, and all other persons whomsoever lawfully claiming, 
or to claim the same, or any part thereof. 

Witness my Hand and Seal the 3rd day of April in the year of 
our Lord one thousand nine hundred and Seventy-two and in 
the one hundred and Ninety-sixth year of the Sovereignty and 
Independence of the United States of America. 

Signed, Sealed and Delivered 
        in the presence of 

_W. B. Reeves__    ____________________________ (L. S.) 

  Ruth L. Dixon__   ____________________________ (L. S.) 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF PINELLAS 

PERSONALLY appeared before me Ruth L. Dixon and made 
oath that she saw the within named Robert C. Dixon sign, seal 
and as his Act and Deed, deliver the within Deed and that she 
with W. B. Reeves witnessed the execution thereof. 

SWORN to before me, this 3rd day  
Of April A.D., 1972 

____________________ Ruth L. Dixon 
Notary Public for Florida 
My Commission Expires Feb. 5, 1974 

STATE OF FLORIDA} 
COUNTY OF PINELLAS}   RENUNCIATION OF DOWER 

I _______________, a Notary Public for Florida, do hereby 
certify unto all whom it may concern that Mrs. Frances W. 
Dixon the wife of the within named Robert C. Dixon did this 
day appear before me, and upon being privately and separately 
examined by me, did declare that she does freely, voluntarily 
and without compulsion, dread or fear of any person or 
persons whomsoever renounce, release and forever relinquish 
unto the within named Thomas E. King, David S. Payne, 
Ralph L. Payne and Archie P. Snelgrove, as Trustees of 
Fellowship Baptist Church, their Successors and Assigns, all 
her interest and estate, and also all her right and claim of  
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dower, of, in or to all and singular, the premises within 
mentioned and released.  

Given under my Hand and Seal, this 3rd day of April Anno 
Domini 1972. 

____________________ (SEAL)        Frances W. Dixon 
Notary Public for Florida 
My Commission Expires Feb. 5, 1974 

Recorded April 10, 1972, 4:33 pm, C. J. Burdette 

This deed has been reconstructed and typed for clarity.  
All signatures are present on the original deed. 
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Fellowship Baptist Church 

Second Deed 

September 19, 1977—0.484 acres 

DEED BOOK 18-P PAGE 50 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
  COUNTY  OF  ANDERSON 

(Documentary Stamps here) 
     $8.00

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS THAT I, Oswell 
M. Rogers in the state aforesaid, in consideration of the sum
of Four Thousand and 00/100 ($4000.00) to me in hand paid
at and before the sealing of these presents by Fellowship
Baptist Church (The receipt whereof is hereby
acknowledged), have granted, bargained, sold and released
and by these presents do grant bargain (unreadable text) unto
the said Fellowship Baptist Church, its successors and assigns
forever:

All that certain piece, parcel or lot of land containing 0.484 
acres located in the City of Anderson, Anderson County, 
South Carolina and designated as Tract B on a plat of Morgan 
and Applewhite Engineering Associates dated February 2,  

 TITLE TO REAL ESTATE
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1977, and being more particularly described as follows: 
BEGINNING at a nail near the center of Marchbanks Avenue 
at the intersection of Marchbanks Avenue and Rosemary 
Circle and proceeding N13-40W 120.0 feet to an old railroad 
spike near the center of Rosemary Circle; thence with 
Rosemary Circle S48-30W 66.0 feet to a point; thence S67-
12W 80.0 feet to the point; thence N77-58W 115.7 feet to the 
point and place of beginning. This being the same lot of land 
conveyed unto grantor herein by deed of J. J. Rogers, Jr. dated 
February 9, 1971, of record in aforesaid Clerk’s Office in 
Deed Book 16-S, at page 973. 

GRANTEE’S ADDRESS: 
P. O. Box 873 
Anderson, S. C. 29622 

And I do hereby bind myself and my Heirs, Executors and 
Administrators to warrant and forever defend all and singular 
the said premises unto the said Fellowship Baptist Church, 
successors and assigns, against me and my Heirs, and every 
person whomsoever lawfully claiming or to claim the same or 
any part thereof. 

Witness my hand and seal the 19th day of September in the 
year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and seventy-
seven and in the two hundred and second year of the 
Sovereignty and independence of the United States of 
America. 

 Signed, Sealed and Delivered in the presence of 

____________________             Oswell M. Rogers__ (L. S.) 
____Ann A. Walters____ 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
      ANDERSON COUNTY 

PERSONALLY appeared before me Ann A. Walters and 
made oath that she saw the within named Oswell M. Rogers 
sign, seal and as her act and deed, deliver the within written 
deed for the uses and purposes therein mentioned and that she 
with Walter T. Cox, Jr. witnessed the execution thereof. 

SWORN to before me, this 19th day  
of September, A.D., 1977 

__________________________ Ann A. Walters 
Notary Public for South Carolina 
My Commission Expires 2-28-83 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA}NO RENUNCIATION OF 
DOWER NECESSARY 

___________________COUNTY} GRANTOR WOMAN 

I _______________, do hereby certify unto all whom it may 
concern that Mrs. ____________ the wife of the within named 
_______________ did this day appear before me and upon 
being privately and separately examined by me did declare 
that she does freely, and without any compulsion, dread, or 
fear of any person or persons whomsoever renounce, release 
and forever relinquish unto the within named 
_______________________________Heirs and Assigns , all 
her interest and estate, and also all her right and claim of 
dower, of, in or to, all and singular the Premises within 
mentioned and released.  

Given under my Hand and Seal, this ______day of 
___________A.D. _________ 

__________________________ (L. S.)   _________________ 

          __________________________ 
Notary Public for South Carolina 

Recorded September 21, 1977 at 2:02 pm 
C. J. Burdette

This deed has been reconstructed and typed for clarity. 
All signatures are present on the original deed. 
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Fellowship Baptist Church 

    Plat of Church Property 
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Certificate of Incorporation 

Nonprofit Corporation 
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Fellowship Baptist Church 

Aerial Photo 
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Fellowship Baptist Church 

Location Map 
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Merger Agreement Between Greenville 
Street Baptist Church and Fellowship Baptist 

Church 

MERGER AGREEMENT 

 WHEREAS, the  Greenville  Street  Baptist Church, formerly  
known  as the Anderson Bible Church, and the Fellowship Baptist 
Church have been fellow laborers in the vineyard of Anderson, South 
Carolina, for approximately the same length of time and in near 
geographical proximity and with almost identical emphasis on 
doctrine,  evangelism, missions, and separation; and 

 WHEREAS, the leaders and members of  both churches have 
enjoyed mutual fellowship and comfort and have frequently 
acknowledged an impractical duplication of  facilities and ministries 
as well as unnecessary waste in  operation as two individual 
churches; and 

WHEREAS, the Greenville Street Baptist Church in a special 
business meeting held on Sunday, April 24, 1977, voted unanimously 
to merge with the Fellowship Baptist Church, 1500 E. Calhoun St. Ext., 
conveying all assets and liabilities to same with no limits or conditions 
either written or implied;  and 

WHEREAS, the Fellowship Baptist Church in a special business 
meeting on Sunday evening, May 15, 1977, voted unanimously to accept 
the proposal of  merger from the Greenville Street Baptist Church 
receiving all of their assets and assuming all of their liabilities with the 
understanding that the members would come individually of their own  
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free will after a three months waiting period as required in the 
Constitution of the Fellowship Baptist Church; and 

WHEREAS, the Bible teaches the blessings of  brethren dwelling 
together in unity (Psalm 133) and our Lord Jesus Christ prayed in His 
high priestly prayer (John 17:20-23) for a like spiritual unity so that 
believers might present an unbelieving world with a clear testimony; it 
is agreed that this unity is possible without organic union, but such unity 
does not preclude organizational union where Bible believing 
Christians band together in one strong local church as the Apostle Paul 
exhorted the Philippian Church to do (Phil.1:27-30). It is believed that 
such can be done without doctrinal compromise between strong 
separatistic  groups, and in a day when strife and division bring 
reproach to the cause of Christ such mergers are a mark of 
unselfishness and prudence which should make the ministry more 
effective during these days of apostasy and confusion; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED that after much prayer and discussion followed 
by the mutual consent of both churches as evidenced in the minutes of 
their respective church records, it is the intent of this merger to present a 
unified, separated, fundamental witness to the Anderson area which is 
balanced in its emphasis on evangelism and doctrinal instruction.  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that while the merger will result in 
the perpetuation of a single entity known as the Fellowship Baptist 
Church and will operate under their Confession of Faith and Church 
Constitution, it is indebted to the unselfish generosity, vision, and faith 
placed in her ministry by the congregation of the Greenville Street 
Baptist Church. 
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LET IT HEREIN BE ACKNOWLEDGED that those 
presently involved in the aforementioned merger wish to 
express humble appreciation to the founder of the Greenville 
Street Baptist Church, Mr. Oscar Edmonds, and the founder of 
the Fellowship Baptist Church, Evangelist Jerry Sivnksty, 
without whose faithful labors along with their successors, this 
present testimony would not be possible.  

Witness our hands and seals this 16th day of May, 1977. 

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST   GREENVILLE STREET      
CHURCH BAPTIST CHURCH 

  James N. Harbin                Gary D. Crace 

           David S. Payne              Thamer C. Yates 

        Archie P. Snelgrove  D. H. McKee

      TRUSTEES                      TRUSTEES  

This agreement has been reconstructed and typed for clarity. 
All signatures are present on the original agreement. 
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By Joanne Thrift 
Staff Writer 
May 19, 1977 

Two Anderson churches will be combining into one 
congregation Sunday morning in an unusual “merger service.” 

One of the church pastors calls the move “unusual in a 
day when church splits and strife dominate the reports in the 
media.” 

The Greenville Street Baptist Church and the 
Fellowship Baptist Church will meet to form one church in the 
auditorium of the Greenville Street church located at the city 
limits on Highway 81 North. That will be the last time the 
Greenville Street building will be used. 

After Sunday, the two groups will be meeting in the 
Fellowship building at 1500 E. Calhoun Street and the 
Greenville Street property will be offered for sale. 

The special worship service Sunday will conclude 
several weeks of preparation for the transition. The Greenville 
Street congregation voted unanimously to extend a proposal of 
merger to the Fellowship church April 24. Last Sunday the 
Fellowship congregation voted unanimously to accept.  

The Rev. Michael N. Riley will pastor the united 
congregations. 

The Greenville Street church was founded by the Rev. 
Oscar Edmonds in 1966 as the Anderson Bible Church and first 
met in the Belk building near the Anderson Memorial Hospital. 
They moved to their present building in 1969. 
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The church was pastored by the Rev. Allen Crace from 
1976 when the Rev. Billy Bates of Liberty became pastor. His 
resignation was effective last Sunday. He will be participating 
in the concluding service with Mr. Riley. 

The Fellowship Church was founded by Evangelist 
Jerry Sivnksty in a store room on West Earl Street. It soon 
moved into a house on East Orr Street. Land was purchased in 
1968 from the Roger’s heirs on Calhoun Street Extension and a 
brick building was completed the following year. 

In September 1970, Michael N. Riley became pastor 
and has led the congregation to this new venture. 

For several years, the two congregations have worked 
closely together. 

Mr. Riley said, “Both congregations have felt that a 
stronger testimony for a fundamental separatistic ministry 
could be achieved with the two working together as one.” 

Future plans of Fellowship Baptist Church include 
utilization of some of the furnishings of the Greenville Street 
property and the liquidation of the remaining property. 

Since the Fellowship church will receive all of the 
assets in the merger, this church will also make plans to assume 
payment of all liabilities of both congregations, the pastor said. 

Mr. Riley said the excess equity may include some 
building and other projects. One of the major benefits of the 
merger will be the eventual provision of a full-time pastoral 
ministry and an expanded missionary outreach. 
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Articles of Faith 

And 

Constitution 

Of 

Fellowship Baptist Church 

Anderson, South Carolina 

Revised October 12, 2014 
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Article I - Name 
The name of this organization shall be Fellowship 

Baptist Church, 1500 East Calhoun Street Extension, 
Anderson, South Carolina. It shall be independent, 
fundamental, premillennial, and evangelistic. 

Article II - Purpose 
     The purpose of Fellowship Baptist Church shall be: 
A. To preach Jesus Christ, and Him crucified, buried,
risen, and coming again.
B. To present the way of salvation to the lost.
C.To build up the saints in their faith through regular
worship services, prayer services, and Bible study with
Christian testimony.
D. To extend this same ministry throughout the world by
the prayerful support of missionaries.

Article III - Position Concerning Organization 
Fellowship Baptist Church shall maintain the 

historical Baptist position of the complete sovereignty 
and autonomy of the local church. It shall not be 
influenced by or indebted to any convention or 
association in any way. 

Article IV - Church Covenant
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God, 

to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior and, on 
the profession of our faith, having been baptized in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit, we do now, in the presence of God and this  
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assembly, most solemnly and joyfully enter into 
covenant with one another as one body in Christ.

We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit to 
walk together in Christian love; to strive for the 
advancement of this church in knowledge, holiness, and 
comfort; to promote its prosperity and spirituality; to 
sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and 
doctrines; to contribute cheerfully and regularly to the 
support of the ministry, the expenses of the church, the 
relief of the poor, and the spread of the Gospel through 
all nations.

We also engage to maintain family and secret 
devotions, to religiously educate our children; to seek 
the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances; to walk 
circumspectly in the world; to be just in our dealings,
faithful in our engagements, and exemplary in our 
deportment; to avoid all tattling, backbiting, and 
excessive anger; to abstain from the sale of, and use 
of, intoxicating drinks as a beverage; and to be zealous 
in our efforts to advance the kingdom of our Savior. 

We further engage to watch over one another in 
brotherly love; to remember one another in prayer; to 
aid one another in sickness and distress; to cultivate 
Christian sympathy in feeling and Christian courtesy in 
speech; to be slow to take offense, but always ready for 
reconciliation and mindful of the rules of our Savior to 
secure it without delay.

We moreover engage that when we remove from 
this place we will, as soon as possible, unite with some 
other church where we can carry out the spirit of this 
covenant and the principles of God's Word.
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Article V - Articles of Faith 
A. God

We believe there is one and only one living, true,
and eternal God, an infinite Spirit, the maker and 
Supreme Ruler of heaven and earth; inexpressibly 
glorious in holiness, and worthy of all possible honor, 
confidence, and love; that in the unity of the Godhead 
there are three persons; the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, equal in every divine perfection, and 
executing distinct but harmonious offices in the great 
work of redemption.     (Exodus 20:2-3; I Corinthians 
8:6; Revelation 4:11; Matthew 28:19) 

B. Jesus Christ
We believe that Jesus Christ, God's only Begotten

Son was infinite God, coexistent and coequal with the 
Father; that He condescended to become a man but in 
His incarnation never lost any of His Deity, that He was 
sinless and the Savior of all mankind.     (John 3:16; 
Matthew 16:16; John 20:28; Philippians 2:5-8; Isaiah 
7:14; Hebrews 4:15; John 1:1-4; John 10:30; Hebrews 
1:1-3) 

C. The Holy Spirit
We believe that the Holy Spirit is a divine person

with God the Father and God the Son and of the same 
nature; that He was active in the creation; that in His 
relationship to the unbelieving world He restrains the 
evil one until God's purpose is fulfilled; that He convicts 
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment; that He bears 
witness of the Truth of the Gospel in preaching and 
testimony; that He is the agent in the New Birth; that He 
seals, endues, guides, teaches, witnesses, sanctifies, 
and helps the believer.     (John 14:16; Matthew 28:19; 
Hebrews 9:14; John 14:26; Luke 1:35; Genesis 1:1-3;  
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John 16:8-11; Acts 5:30-32; John 3:5-6; Ephesians 
1:13;   Mark 1:8;   John 1:33;   Acts 11:16;   Luke 24:49; 
Romans 8:16; Romans 8:26-27) 

D. The Scriptures
We believe that the Holy Bible as originally written

was verbally inspired of God and the product of Spirit-
controlled men, and therefore, has truth without any 
admixture of error for its content. We believe the Bible 
is the Word of God and not that it just contains the 
Word of God. We believe it to be the true center of 
Christian union and the supreme standard by which all 
human conduct, creeds, and opinions, shall be tried.       
(II Timothy 3:16-17; II Peter 1:19-21; Psalm 119:89) 

E. Satan, The Devil
We believe in the personality of Satan, that he is the

unholy god of this age, and the author of all the powers 
of darkness, and is destined to the judgment of an 
eternal justice in the Lake of Fire. (Isaiah 14:12-17; 
Ezekiel 28:12-19; Genesis 3:1-15; John 8:44; Matthew 
4:1-3; II Corinthians 4:4; Revelation 20:10) 

F. Creation
We believe in the literal interpretation of the Genesis

account of creation by the direct creative acts of God 
and not by any process of evolution, theistic or 
otherwise.    (Genesis 1-2; Colossians 1:16-17; John 
1:3) 

G. The Fall of Man
We believe that man was created in innocence

under the law of his Maker, but by voluntary 
transgression fell from his sinless and happy state in  
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consequence of which all mankind are now sinners, not 
only by constraint, but by choice; and therefore under 
just condemnation without defense or excuse.   
(Genesis 3:1-6, 24; Romans 5:12-19; Romans 1:18-20, 
32) 

H. Virgin Birth
We believe that Jesus was begotten of the Holy

Spirit in a miraculous manner, born of Mary, a virgin, 
as no other man was ever born or can ever be born of 
woman, and that He is both the Son of God and God 
the Son.     (Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18-
23; Luke 1:35) 

I. Atonement for Sin
We believe that the salvation of sinners is wholly of

grace; through the mediatorial offices of the Son of 
God, who by the appointment of the Father, freely took 
upon Himself our nature, yet without sin, honored the 
divine law by His personal obedience, and by His 
death made a full and vicarious atonement for our sins 
through the shedding of His blood on the cross. His 
atonement consisted not in setting us an example by 
His death as a martyr, but was a voluntary substitution 
of Himself in the sinner's place, the Just dying for the 
unjust; Christ, the Lord, bearing our sin in His own 
body on the tree; that having risen from the dead, He 
is now enthroned in Heaven, and uniting in His 
wonderful person the most tender sympathies with 
divine perfection, He is in every way qualified to be a 
suitable, compassionate, and all-sufficient Savior.     
(Ephesians 2:8; Acts 15:11; Romans 3:24; John 3:16; 
Matthew 18:11; Philippians 2:7; Hebrews 2:14; Isaiah  
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53:4-7; Romans 3:25; I John 4:10; I Corinthians 15:3; 
II Corinthians 5:21) 

J. Regeneration or the New Birth
We believe that in order to be saved, sinners must

be born again; that the New Birth is a new creation in 
Christ Jesus; that it is instantaneous and not a process; 
that in the New Birth the one dead in trespasses and 
sins is made a partaker of the divine nature and 
receives eternal life, the free gift of God; that the new 
creation is wrought in a manner above our 
comprehension solely by the power of the Holy Spirit in 
connection with divine truth, so as to secure our 
voluntary obedience to the Gospel; that its proper 
evidence appears in the holy fruits of repentance, faith, 
and newness of life.  (John 3:3;  II Corinthians 5:17;  I 
John 5:1;  John 3:6-7;  Acts 16:30-31;  II Peter 1:4;  
Romans 16:23;  Ephesians2:1;  II Corinthians 5:19;  
Colossians 2:13;  John 3:8) 

K. Justification
We believe that the greatest Gospel benefit which

Christ secures for believers is justification: 
1. That justification includes the pardon of sin, and the gift

of eternal life, on principles of righteousness.
2.That it is bestowed not in consideration of any works of

righteousness which we have done, but His
righteousness is imputed to us solely through faith in
the Redeemer's blood.     (Titus 3:5;   II Corinthians
5:21;   Romans 4:5; Romans 5:1)
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L. Faith and Salvation
We believe that faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is the

only necessary condition of salvation for the repentant 
sinner.      (Acts 16:31; Luke 13:3; Acts 20:21) 

M. The Local Church
We believe that a local church is a congregation of

born again believers who have been immersed; 
associated by a covenant of faith and fellowship of the 
Gospel; observing the ordinances of Christ; governed 
by His laws; and exercising the gifts, rights, and 
privileges vested in them by His Word. Its officers are 
pastors and deacons whose qualifications, claims, and 
duties are clearly defined in the Scriptures. We believe 
the true mission of the church is the faithful witnessing 
of Christ to all men as we have opportunity. We hold 
that the local church has the absolute right of self-
government free from the interference of any hierarchy 
or organization; and that the one and only 
superintendent is Christ through the Holy Spirit; that it 
is Scriptural for true churches to cooperate with each 
other in contending for the faith and for the furtherance 
of the Gospel; that each local church is the sole judge 
of the measure and method of its cooperation; on all 
matters of membership, of polity, of government, of 
discipline, of benevolence; the will of the local church is 
final.     (Acts 2:41; I Corinthians 11:2;   Ephesians 
1:22-23; Ephesians 4:11;   Acts 20:17-28; I Timothy 
3:1-13; Colossians 1:18; Ephesians 5:23-24; Acts 
15:13-18) 

N. Baptism and the Lord's Supper
We believe that Christian Baptism is the immersion

of the believer in water to show forth, in a solemn and 
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beautiful emblem, our faith in the crucified, buried, and 
risen Savior, signifying our death to sin and resurrection 
to a new life and is prerequisite to the privilege of 
church membership.       (Acts 8:26-29; John 3:23;   
Romans 6:3-5   Matthew 3:16; Colossians 2:12) 

We believe that the Lord's Supper is the 
commemoration of His death until He comes and 
should be preceded always by solemn self-
examination.     

 (I Corinthians 11:23-32; Matthew 26:26-30) 

O. The Security of the Believer
We believe that all who are truly born again are kept

eternally by God the Father for Jesus Christ. 
(Philippians 1:6; John 10:28-29; Romans 8:35-39;  

John 17:11) 

P. Righteous and Wicked
We believe that there is a radical and essential

difference between the righteous and the wicked and 
that such distinction holds both with the living and with 
those who have died. Those who through faith are 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ are also 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit and are truly righteous in 
His esteem. On the other hand, those who continue in 
impenitence and unbelief are, in His sight, wicked and 
under the curse.     (Matthew 23:1-33; Malachi 3:18; 
Genesis 18:23-26; II Peter 2:9; Proverbs 14:32; John 
8:21-24) 

We believe that the spirits of the righteous are, at 
death, absent from the body and present with the Lord, 
where in conscious bliss they await the first resurrection 
when the spirit, soul, and body are reunited to be  
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glorified and dwell forever with the Lord.     (Luke 23:43;   
Revelation 20:4-6; Philippians 1:23; 3:21;   

I Thessalonians 4:16-17; II Corinthians 5:8) 
We believe that the spirits of the unregenerate 

remain, after death, in conscious misery until the 
second resurrection, when with soul and body reunited, 
they shall appear at the Great White Throne Judgment,  

and shall be cast into the Lake of Fire, not to be 
annihilated, but to suffer everlasting conscious 
punishment.     (Luke 16:19-26; Matthew 25:41-46; II 
Thessalonians 1:7-9; Jude 6, 7; Revelation 20:11-15) 

Q. Civil Government
We believe that civil government is of divine

appointment for the interests and good of human 
society; that magistrates are to be prayed for, 
conscientiously honored and obeyed, except in things 
opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ who is the 
only Lord of conscience and the coming Prince of the 
Kings of the earth.     (Romans 13:1-7; II Samuel 23:3; 
Exodus 18:21-22; Acts 23:5; Matthew 22:21; Acts 5:29; 
Acts 4:19-20; Daniel 3:17, 18; I Peter 2:13-17) 

R. The Resurrection, Personal, Visible,
Pretribulational, Premillennial Return of Christ and
Related Events
We believe in:

1. The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ.     (Matthew
28:6,7; Luke 24:39; John 20:27; I Corinthians 15:4;
Mark 16:6; Luke 24:2-6)

2. The ascension of Jesus Christ.     (Acts 1:9-11; Luke
24:51; Mark 16:19; Revelation 3:21)

The high priesthood of Jesus Christ. (Hebrews 8:6; I 
Timothy 2:5; I John 2:1; Hebrews 2:17; Hebrews 5: 10;  



History of Fellowship Baptist Church 

156 

Hebrews 9:28) 
3. The second coming of Jesus Christ. (John 14:3; Acts

1:11; I Thessalonians 4:16; James 5:8; Hebrews 9:28)
4. The throne of David.     (Luke 1:32;   Isaiah 9:6,7; Acts

2:29,30; Revelation 20:6;
I Corinthians 15:25; Isaiah 32:1; Isaiah 11:4, 5)

5. The millennial reign. (Psalm 72:8; Revelation 20:4)
The resurrection of the righteous dead
(I Thessalonians 4:13-18; I Corinthians 15:42-44
I Corinthians 15:52; Job 19:25, 26)
6. The change of the living in Christ.  (I Corinthians 15:51-

53; I Thessalonians 4:13-18; Philippians 3:20,21)
7. The resurrection of the righteous dead.     (I

Thessalonians 4:13-18; I Corinthians 15:42-44; I
Corinthians 15:52; Job 19:25, 26)

8. The change of the living in Christ.      (I Corinthians
15:51-53; I Thessalonians 4:13-18; Philippians 3:20,21)

S. Marriage
We believe marriage is to be between a man and a 
woman and is intended to be “until death do us part.” 
(Genesis 2:22-25; Matthew 9:4-6; Romans 7:2;
I Corinthians 7:2-11; I Peter 3:1-7).
We do understand that God does permit divorce under 
certain conditions because of the hardness of the 
human heart but that divorce is not condoned nor 
encouraged in Scripture.      (Matthew 19:7-9).
We do not believe that a relationship between two men 
or two women constitute marriage as defined in the 
Bible. Therefore, we do not accept it nor recognize it as 
marriage.
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Article VI - Membership 
Section A - Reception of Members 

All candidates for church membership shall receive 
a copy of the Articles of Faith and Constitution for their 
examination. 
     The Pastor with the deacons shall act as a 
membership committee and shall examine all 
candidates for membership according to the following 
requirements giving them opportunity to make full 
inquiry as to matters concerning the church. Following 
the meeting, the Membership Committee shall make 
proper recommendation to the church during a regular 
business meeting. Upon presentation to the church, a 
vote shall be taken. If the candidate is accepted, he 
then shall receive the right-hand of fellowship. No 
person coming for membership shall be a bona fide, 
voting member until after he has been given the right-
hand of fellowship. Voting privileges shall be confined 
to those sixteen years and older. 
     All are welcome to attend Fellowship Baptist Church 
but those who are considered for membership must be 
in agreement with the doctrine, practices, and polices of 
this constitution.  

The church clerk shall be directed to communicate 
with any church with which the new member was 
formerly affiliated. 
      Method of reception:  By statement of faith 
     Anyone, upon profession of faith in Christ as 
personal Savior, may be received into membership of 
the church provided he has been baptized by 
immersion as an expression of his salvation and 
obedience to Christ. 
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Section B - Discipline of Members 
1. If any member shall be guilty of an offense serious
enough for counseling but not for termination of church
membership, the offender shall be given a period of three
months to satisfy the deacons and pastor of genuine
repentance. Should the offender repeat his offense so as
to bring reproach upon the church, further disciplinary
action may be taken immediately. (Galatians 6:1;
Matthew 18:15-17)
2 Exclusion and restoration of members: In all cases of
disorderly conduct or heretical doctrine so opposed to the
church life and faith as to destroy the possibilities of
fellowship, the procedure shall be as follows:

a. The offender shall be interviewed urging repentance.
If he does not repent after three attempts urging
repentance, it shall be brought before the church.
b. A vote will be taken to dismiss said offender and if
the majority deems him guilty, the offender shall be
stricken from the membership roll of the church.
c. Should the offending party genuinely repent of the
offense, he shall be placed on probation for a period of
a year to assure the church of his sincerity, after which
he may be restored into the full fellowship of the church.
This restoration shall be by majority vote of the church.

Section C - Questionable Activities 
1. We disapprove of Christians, members of this church,

connecting themselves with secret oath-bound societies
as being needless, profitless, and an offense and grief to
many good people and not conducive to piety or
Christian usefulness. To do so would disqualify anyone to
hold any office or place of influence in the church.     (II
Corinthians 6:14-18; Ephesians 5:11-13; James 5:12)
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2. We disapprove of the use of tobacco, alcoholic
beverages, and illicit drugs. The use of same shall
disqualify anyone to hold office or place of influence in
the church.
(I Corinthians 6:19-20; Proverbs 23:20-21, 29-35;
Proverbs 20:1; Ephesians 5:18; Galatians 5:21;
Revelation 21:8 [Sorcerers=Greek word pharmakia
meaning drug-user.])

3. We disapprove of indulgence in any questionable
practices as inconsistent with Christian profession,
detrimental to personal piety, and pernicious in its
influence of its example on others.     (I Thessalonians
5:22; Romans 13:11-15:3; I Corinthians 10:31; I
Corinthians 8)

Article VII - Church Organization and Operation 
Section A - Church Staff 

The pastor shall have the privilege of selecting the 
members of his staff (all church workers not specifically 
mentioned elsewhere in the constitution) with the 
approval of the deacon board. Whenever any of these 
members shall be paid workers, their salaries shall be 
determined by the pastor and deacon board with 
approval of the congregation. 

Section B - Finances 
1. Tithes and offerings shall be the means of supporting
the church. All other methods shall be discouraged and
no commercial attempt shall be tolerated.
(I Corinthians 16:2; Malachi 3:8-11; Matthew 23:23;
Philippians 4:10-17)
Tithing shall be stressed as the minimum rather than
the maximum of giving. We feel that the Bible teaches
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that offerings, giving beyond the tithe as well as the 
tithe, is for Christians in this present dispensation of 
grace. The church shall operate under one treasury and 
separate treasuries for organizations of the church shall 
be discouraged. All disbursements must be authorized 
by the church. 

Section C - Business Meetings 
All business meetings shall require a quorum 

consisting of ten percent of the active membership who 
are of voting age (sixteen years old). All questions of 
parliamentary procedure must follow Robert's Rules of 
Order. A simple majority of votes cast shall be 
necessary to carry any issue unless otherwise stated in 
the constitution. 

1. Business Meetings shall be held as needed at a time
selected by the church.

2. Annual Business Meetings: The accounting year of the
church shall end December 31. The    Annual Business
Meeting shall be held within six weeks following the
close of the calendar year. This meeting shall be
devoted primarily to the presentation of annual reports
from all departments and organizations of the church
and the election of officers of the Sunday school and
church.

3. The Deacon and Trustee Boards may rescind the
pastor's right to moderate any particular business
meeting if so approved by a majority vote of the boards.

4. Special Business Meetings: A special business
meeting may be called by the pastor or Deacon Board
or Trustee Board for any business that needs attention
between monthly business meetings. A public
announcement of such a meeting shall be made.
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Section D - Election of Officers 
1. All officers of the church and Sunday school shall be
elected by ballot at the Annual Business Meeting with
the exception of the Sunday School Superintendent
who shall be elected at least one month prior to the
Annual Business Meeting. His name shall be presented
by the Nominating Committee and shall be voted upon
by the church. After his election, he shall act as a
member of the Nominating Committee.
2. All candidates for office shall be submitted by the
Nominating Committee and there shall be no
nominations from the floor.
3. The term of office for those elected shall begin the
first Sunday in March.
4. All officers must be members of the church who have
subscribed to the Constitution; all vacancies occurring
during the year shall be filled by and in harmony with
procedures outlined in Article VII, Section F.

Section E - Officers of the Church 
1. Pastor:

a. The pastor shall be chosen at a special business
meeting by a two-thirds vote of the eligible members
present. Voting shall be by ballot. His term of office
shall be for an indefinite period of time. Announcement
of such a meeting shall be made at least one week prior
to it.

b. He shall, by virtue of his office, be ex-officio member of
every board and committee of the church and shall
moderate at all business sessions of the church. The
exceptions to the rule of moderator are:

If the pastor prefers at any time prior to or during
a meeting, he may appoint the vice moderator to
preside.
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c. Termination of Pastor's Services:

(1) Resignation: The pastor shall serve until his pastorate
is terminated by the pastor giving a minimum of thirty
days’ notice or a maximum of sixty days’ notice.

(2) Dismissal: The pastor's dismissal may be called to a
vote by recommendation of the Deacon and Trustee
Boards or by twenty-five percent of the active voting
membership by petition. This termination of the pastor's
services shall be effective immediately by a two-thirds
majority vote of eligible members present during an
officially called business meeting. Salary and other
benefits shall continue until he has obtained a full-time
paid position or for sixty days maximum.

2. Deacons:
Deacons’ qualifications shall be according to Acts

6:13 and I Timothy 3:8-13. Their duties shall be to 
assist the pastor in matters of service and discipline as 
stated in the church constitution. Candidates for the 
office of deacon shall be recommended to the 
Nominating Committee by the Deacon Board and the 
pastor. Deacons shall be elected by vote of the 
congregation at the Annual Business Meeting and shall 
serve a term of two years. No deacon may succeed 
himself after serving two consecutive terms. 
3. Trustees:

There shall be three or more trustees who shall be
elected for a period of two years. No trustee may 
succeed himself after serving two consecutive terms. 
4. Treasurer:

The treasurer shall be elected annually and shall 
have charge of all church funds (receipts and 
disbursements) and shall give a monthly financial report 
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 and an annual report to the church of all moneys. The 
treasurer shall submit the books for annual auditing 
not less than two weeks before the Annual Business 
Meeting. The treasurer shall be bonded. 
5. Assistant Treasurer:

The assistant treasurer shall be elected annually 
and shall assist the treasurer. In the absence of the 
treasurer, the assistant shall assume all the duties of 
the treasurer. The assistant treasurer shall be bonded. 
5. Church Clerk:

The church clerk shall be elected annually and shall
keep a record of all the business proceedings of the 
church and shall keep a register of all members, write 
letters of dismissal and acceptance, and perform other 
such duties as prescribed by the church. 

Section F – Boards and Committees 
1. Deacon Board

It shall choose its own chairman and secretary
within three weeks after the annual election.  It shall
meet with the pastor to discuss matters of the church.
It, with the pastor, shall examine all candidates for
membership.  The Deacon Board shall act as the
welfare committee by investigating and directing all
local assistance given to those in need.  All such
assistance shall be done without publicity or
embarrassment.  It shall be responsible for the
administration of the Deacon’s Fund.  The chairman of
the Board of Deacons shall be vice-moderator of the
church in case the church is without a pastor, it shall act
as a Pulpit Committee.  Candidates for the office of
deacon shall be recommended to the Nominating
Committee by the Deacon Board and the pastor.  The
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Special Powers of the Deacon Board: 
a. It shall have the authority to rescind the right of the

pastor to moderate any business meeting by a majority
vote of the Deacon and Trustee Boards.

b. It has the responsibility of calling for a congregational
vote regarding the dismissal of the pastor when a
majority of the Deacon and Trustee Boards deems such
appropriate or when a petition representing twenty-five
percent of the active voting membership is presented to
them.

c. It has the authority to call special business meetings
when properly announced.

d. It shall have the responsibility of recommending
constitutional amendments and revisions to the
congregation.

2. Trustee Board
It shall represent the church in all legal matters

and shall be responsible for the maintenance of the
property.  It shall not have the authority to sell, lease,
give away or dispose of in any manner church property
to exceed five percent of the Trustee Board budget;
neither mortgage or encumber the same with debt
except as the church shall authorize.  It shall choose its
own chairman and secretary three weeks after the
annual election.

3. Nominating Committee
The Deacon and Trustee Boards shall serve as the
Nominating Committee.

It shall meet in time to present the regular
December Business Meeting with the names of
candidates for the office of Sunday School

History of Fellowship Baptist Church

nature of the Deacon Board shall be advisory and not 
dictatorial. 
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Superintendent so that the Superintendent elect may 
serve immediately on the Nominating Committee 

It shall make inquiry as to both those who are 
qualified and willing to serve in various offices and 
request suggestions from the congregation-at-large for 
new leaders to be nominated. 

It shall present its nominations at the Annual 
Business Meeting in form of a written ballot for the 
election of teachers and officers.  It shall submit to the 
congregation, for approval, names of nominees to 
replace vacancies as they occur during the year. 

4. Budgeting Committee:
It shall meet prior to the Annual Business

Meeting to prepare a recommended budget for the
ensuing year considering both current income trends

and specific budgetary requests from all church groups.
Approval by vote of the congregation will authorize the
treasurer to make payment of such items up to that
stated amount.

5. Auditing Committee:
It shall consist of three members elected annually:

a. One deacon elected by the Deacon Board
b. One trustee elected by the Trustee Board
c. One member-at-large elected by the congregation

It shall examine all financial records, receipts
and vouchers with the cooperation of the treasurer and
assistant treasurer, for the past year and report its
findings in a written statement to the church at the
Annual Business Meeting.

6. Flower Committee:
It shall consist of two members (preferably

women) elected annually.  It shall be the duty of this
committee to send flowers to members in the event of
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the death of any member of his immediate family.  They 
shall also send flowers to members in the event of an  
illness during which they are confined to the hospital for 
reasons other than tests or emergency treatment. 

Article VIII - Ordaining to the Ministry 
Spirit-filled men (I Timothy 2:11-3:7), members in 

good standing, who are called of God to proclaim the 
Gospel of the Grace of God may be ordained to the 
ministry upon recommendation of the pastor and 
Deacon Board and a two-thirds majority of voting 
members present at a called business meeting. 

The Ordination Council, composed of the pastor and 
Deacon Board and at their discretion other ordained 
ministers of like faith as well as members of the Trustee 
Board, shall thoroughly examine the candidate as to his 
conversion, call to the ministry, experience in Christian 
work, preparation, and doctrinal convictions. They shall 
make a recommendation to the church as to the fitness 
of the candidate. A two-thirds majority of voting 
members present shall be required to authorize the 
ordination. 

In the event that one who has been ordained should 
be deemed unworthy, the pastor and deacons shall 
examine all allegations in the spirit of Matthew 18:15-17 
and I Corinthians 13. If revocation is appropriate, such 
a recommendation shall be made to the church. 
Revocation of ordination credentials shall require a two-
thirds majority of voting members present at a duly 
called business meeting. 
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Article IX - Fellowship and Association with other 
Groups 

Fellowship Baptist Church may fellowship with any 
independent, fundamental, Baptistic group upon the 
discretion and vote of the active membership of the  

church, providing that fellowship or association is in 
conformity with the Articles of Faith as set forth in the 
Church Constitution. The Church may not remain in 
fellowship with any group that permits and tolerates the 
presence of modernism or modernists within its ranks. 
Action to fellowship with or withdraw from shall be by 
two-thirds vote of the active membership present at any  
given business meeting providing the business meeting 
has been announced at least one week before. It must 
be understood that any association or fellowship is only 
a spiritual one and the property rights of the Church can 
never be legally endangered in any way. 

Article X  -  Dissolution of Church 
Should the Fellowship Baptist Church through strife, 

insolvency, persecution, neglect or any other reason 
find it no longer possible to operate as set forth in this 
Constitution, the Congregation may vote to dissolve its 
existence by a three-fourths vote of its active voting 
members present at a bona fide business meeting with 
the following stipulations: 

A. All liabilities be paid in terms satisfactory to the
creditors.

B. All property, money, and assets remaining be
transferred to another church of like faith or other nonprofit
missionary or education organization in harmony with the
spirit of this Constitution for the propagation of the Gospel
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 of Jesus Christ. 

Article XI - Changing or Revising the Constitution 
     This Constitution may be revised or amended at any 
business meeting upon recommendation of the Pastor, 
Deacon and Trustee Boards, provided the proposed 
revision or amendment has been posted in writing and  

 a public announcement has been made at least two 
weeks prior to the business meeting. A two-thirds 
majority of eligible members present shall be required to 
carry an amendment or revision. 

A copy of this Articles of Faith and Constitution shall be 
furnished every member of Fellowship Baptist Church or 
any caudate for membership.  
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Disclaimer: 

The data presented in this History of Fellowship 
Baptist Church extending over a 50-year time 
period was compiled from various sources 
including, but not limited to: 

1. Personal correspondence with the individuals
involved and documents submitted by
individuals.

2. Audio recordings during church services.
3. Personal interviews with the individuals

involved.
4. Information obtained from internet sources.
5. Photos in many photo albums maintained by

various individuals over the years.
6. Recorded documents in local and state

government offices.
7. Records of church business meetings and

other documents maintained by various
church officers and other individuals.

8. Personal recollections of individuals.
9. The information included has been reviewed

and edited by the individuals mentioned in
the history and by officers of Fellowship
Baptist Church.

10. The information contained in this document is
as accurate as can be reasonably expected as
of the date of publication.
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