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Howdy FCC Kerrville Family! 

 One of the things that I love about ministry is that so often God uses a text I am trying to 

teach on, to teach me exactly what I needed to learn.  For the past few weeks, the youth group at 

FCC Wichita Falls, along with our mid-week service have been studying the book of James.  This 

brief book, in its entirety is full of “rubber meets the road” admonitions for living the Christian life and 

putting our faith into action. This Wednesday we were diving into James chapter 3, which is all 

about the dangers of our words and the power of the tongue.  James writes, “Out of the same 

mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should not be.  Can both fresh water and saltwater flow from the 

same spring?”  This verse struck a chord with me as this week I have seen how our words can both be a tremendous conduit for 

God’s grace, and how they can tear down and cause division among friends and Christ followers.   

 This week I have seen many disagreements over recent current events, from the handling of Covid, to the topic of police 

reform, the news has been packed with controversial events and issues.  While I know and love that well-reasoned people of faith 

can have vastly differing opinions on almost anything, I have been greatly saddened by the backbiting and belittling of one another 

that I have seen going on between those who I know to be servants of our Lord.  Admittedly if I am being honest, I am even 

sometimes surprised and convicted by the mean and belittling words that I catch coming from my own mouth when emotions are 

running high.  In all of this, James’s admonition that we cannot house both blessing and curses, fresh and saltwater, in our words 

and in our hearts, hit me right where I live. 

 Yet this week I have seen how one person’s words can be a source of life and peace in the midst of Chaos.  Last 

weekend while I was on my way to a youth retreat, I received a phone call that is a nightmare for any parent.  My son had grabbed 

an almond away from my wife and had managed to choke on it.  Elizabeth was rushing Asher to the hospital because he was not 

breathing normally and seemed to be in respiratory distress. My heart was beating out of my chest as I dropped the youth off at 

camp and turned the van around to rush to my family’s side.  I prayed that at the E.R. they would just be able to look him over and 

send him home but that was not to be the case.  Within twenty minutes Elizabeth called back and told me they would be care 

flighting our son to Cook Children’s hospital because he had inhaled a piece of the almond and that he was now being intubated 

and sedated.  Elizabeth and I were both beside ourselves, and out of our right minds with grief and worry.  She was trying to relay 

information to me through tears and I was speeding towards the hospital as fast as I could go.   However, in the midst of all the 

emotion and commotion a nurse came forward, took the phone from my wife and said; “calm down dad, he is stable, this is not life 

threatening, and he will be just fine.”  I cannot describe how much those calm and reassuring words from someone who knew what 

they were doing meant to me.  Immediately I was able to begin thinking logically and have faith that everything would work out.  

Thankfully, the nurse was right, Asher arrived at Cook’s in the early morning hours and their expert team was able to remove the 

almond chunks from his lung in fifteen minutes.  Within hours we were released, and Asher was playing like nothing had 

happened.  Throughout that whole ordeal, the words of that calm and collected nurse re-playing in my head helped me to manage 

the stress, keep my composure, and be there more fully for my family.  I do not even know that nurses name, but his words were a 

source of comfort and grace for me that were directly from God in my time of crisis.  

 So, friends, as we go forward this week may we be cognizant of the power of our words.  May we use them to extend 

grace, peace, and hope on behalf of our beloved Savior, and may we be the voice of love that a divided world needs to hear. 

Peace be with you all. 

-Josh 



 

H o w  M a n y  D o o r s ?  

How many doors are there into your church? No, I’m not suggesting you walk around the building and count 

the entrances. I’m thinking metaphorically: How many ways are there for people to come into First Christian 

Church, to become involved in the congregation? 

Traditionally, many churches relied on just two doors to welcome new people: Sunday worship and the youth 

group. Others have found that mid-week Bible studies, particularly in homes, can attract people who might 

not otherwise come to church.  

Some churches are getting more creative. St. Isidore Episcopal Church in Houston has a traditionally 

Episcopal style of worship, but gathers in unconventional places: in members’ homes, but also in a taco shop, 

a brewery, and a laundromat. One group meets early Sunday mornings in a boxing gym; the worship service 

is followed by a 40-minute workout. St. Isidore, one writer reports,1 “is a church with many entry points, 

many thresholds that even seekers and skeptics can easily cross.” 

A Methodist congregation in downtown Austin feeds breakfast to 300 homeless people twice a week. People 

outside the congregation come to help in that ministry and get to know the church members they are 

working with. That’s a doorway into the church. Another Methodist congregation near Austin recently built a 

recreation center that is open to the community. There’s another door.2 

Of course, what works in Kerrville may well be different from what works in Houston or Austin. What worked 

pre-pandemic (all the ministries described in the previous paragraphs were pre-pandemic) may be 

impossible during the pandemic. One thing the pandemic has taught us, however, 

is that there is more than one way to “be church.” Live-streamed worship 

services and Bible studies on Zoom reach people who might never darken the 

physical doors of the building. 

When Pastor Josh comes, I pray that you and he get creative and “think outside 

the box” – and possibly outside the building – to fashion new doorways into First 

Christian Church. 

In the resurrection accounts in the Gospel of John, Jesus twice enters the room 

where the disciples were gathered, even though the doors were closed and 

locked (John 20:19, 26). The risen Christ can find his way into the church even 

when the doors are shut, but ordinary humans require doors. Which doors will 

you hold open? 

Pastor Bill  

 

 

 

 

1https://faithandleadership.com/church-has-no-walls-many-doors-accessible-seekers-and-skeptics 

2https://www.christiancentury.org/article/features/three-united-methodist-pastors-and-their-delight-ministry 
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First Quarter 2021 Church Outreach  

Christian Church in the SW   750.00 

Disciples Mission Fund-Christmas  100.00 

Disciples Conf. Center   375.00 

Inman Christian Center   225.00 

SW Good Samaritan Ministries  375.00 

New Hope Counseling Center  300.00 

CAM      187.50 

Habitat for Humanity    150.00 

Enhanced Horizons    112.50 

Christian Men’s Job Corp.   187.50 

Christian Women’s Job Corp.    187.50 

 
Total Giving—First Quarter 

             $2,950.00 

AVERAGE SUNDAY WORSHIP 
76 

with 
166 average livestream 

views 
for the month of April 

Dear Church Members: 

It was an exciting day when I 
received the beautiful table runner 
with all of your sweet sayings and 
signatures.  Phyllis and Robert 

brought this to me.  It fits my table perfectly and will always 
be a remembrance of your friendships and love.  I am 
slowly adjusting and am happy to be near my daughter and 
grandchildren.  My door is always open to my friends from 
First Christian. 

Love, 
Rudy Shepherd 

J u s t  M a r r i e d !  

T r a v i s  &  M e l i s s a  R o s s  

Dear Sherry, Darla, Susie, 

Chris, and Jeanette, 

Received the card to let me 

know I am prayed for and 

thought of.  I am so blessed to have friends 

that pray for me.  I miss you all and look 

forward to attending church.  I sure miss it.  

I’m doing fine—need to watch my grandsons 

while both mom & dad work.  Dad’s a chef and 

mom waits tables at Camp Verde. 

I love you ladies and thanks for the prayers. 

Sandy Farris 
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Income in General Fund - Mar 2021:  $21,167.65 Income in General Fund - YTD Mar 2021:  $62,839.12 

Exp from General Fund - Mar 2021:   $19,777.53 Exp from General Fund - YTD Mar 2021:   $60,021.56 

       Net Income - Mar 2021:     $1,390.12         Net Income - YTD Mar 2021:    $2,817.56 

      Total Non-Inc Statement Trans:      $1,471.75 Total Non-Inc Statement Trans YTD:        $2,424.31 

 Cash Surplus (Deficit)            $2,861.87  Cash Surplus (Deficit) YTD        $5,241.87 

 

Bank Account:      Fund Balances: 

 Bal, Feb 28, 2021 $45,573.40   General Fund      $48,119.56 

 Cash Surplus (Deficit)   $2,861.87   Designated Fund         $315.71 

 Bal, Mar 31, 2021 $48,435.27          $48,435.27 

O u r  F i n a n c i a l  S t e w a r d s h i p  

Please welcome these new members who have joined us in 

All men are invited for breakfast at 8 a.m. every 

2nd Saturday of the month at Rio Ranch Café for 

great food and greater fellowship.  So, head on out 

there on May 8th and meet up with the guys! 

The Visionary 

Bruce Barton (chair) Wiley Rains 

214-683-3392  830-928-5001 

Chris Lubitz  Carolyn Bartusek 

830-777-0299  830-792-0654 

T.J. Yancey  Dick Rector 

830-265-1414  830-285-7665 

 

Go to www.firstchristiankerrville.org/give TODAY. 

First Quarter 2021 Memorials  

In memory of: 

Corbin Shepherd 

Curtis Keith 

Lillian Peters-Gabler 

 
1st Quarter Memorials Given Total: $530.00 
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Christ Is Risen!… He Is Risen Indeed! 

A good time was 
had by all, kids 
and adults, at the 
Easter 
Celebration.  
There was a 
party with games 
and then, of 
course, the 
Easter egg hunt!  
Easter eggs are 
still turning up 
here and there! 

Easter Celebration 
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May Birthdays May Anniversaries 

May 2 
Robert Lane 
 

May 5 
Julie Coe 
 

May 7 
Cynthia Reese 
 

May 8 
Julie Harris 
 

May 10 
Kenneth Jenschke 

 

May 11 
Esther Cook 
 

May 12 
Sonja Johnson 
 

May 13 
Annette Jones 

Sammie Downey 
 

May 14 
Mary Beedy 
 

May 17 
Virgil Justice 
 

May 19 
Pamela Bentler 
 

May 21 
Patricia Dye 
 

May 22 
Carolyn Chamberlin 
 

May 23 
Junadah Admire 
 

May 24 
Moriah McMinn 
 

May 26 
George Ricks 
 

May 29 
Jan Rains 
 

May 31 
Tony Castillo 

 

May 8 
Brett & Julie Coe 

 

May 20 
Lance & Karen Billingsley 

Cecil & Helen Farris 
 

May 24 
Guy & Kim Bolin 

 

May 26 
Randy & Sonja Johnson 

 

May 28 
Jeff & Sherry Price 

 

May 29 
Dock & Patti Sewell 

 

Agape Prayer Group 

The Agape Prayer Group meets every 

Tuesday morning at 9:00 in the sanctuary at 

the church.  They welcome anyone to join 

with them in prayer for the individuals and 

situations listed on the prayer cards left in 

the collection plate each Sunday. Email Prayer Chain:  

Rosemary Faris, 

rfaris1@stx.rr.com 

Mike Hunter 
Gary Lubitz 
Don Beedy 
Bryan Morey 
Bo Hughes 

2021 FLOWER MEMORIAL CALENDAR 

4 SPACES LEFT!  The new calendar is 
on the bulletin board across from the 
office.  Sign up on the Sunday of your 
choice to purchase flowers in 
memoriam or as an honorarium, or just 
to the Glory of God!  The cost is $25 
payable to First Christian Church. 

CAN YOU HELP? 

Donations are still being 

accepted for Maxine Light,  

w h o s e  h o m e  a n d  

possessions were destroyed 

in a fire.  You may contact Maxine at 830-377-

5960, or Carolyn Bartusek at 830-792-0654 for 

further information.  Maxine’s mailing address is 

624 Wheless Avenue, Kerrville, TX 78028, to 

send words of encouragement. 
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BOUTIQUE 

MOTHER'S DAY, MAY 9 

There are many 

clever, useful, 

handmade items 

for sale in the CWF 

Boutique located in 

a corner of the 

church sanctuary.  

Gifts for all 

occasions can be 

found and 

purchased on the 

honors system.  

Pick out your gift 

item, write the 

name and price of 

the item on the purchase slip provided, and place it 

with your payment in the receptacle. 

Revenue from the sale of items is used to continue 

outreach programs of the church. 

Bazaar 



 

Our Mission 

Inviting all people 

to experience grace and love 

at Christ’s Table 

1900 Goat Creek Parkway 
Kerrville, TX 78028 

F I R S T  C H R I S T I A N  C H U R C H  
( D I S C I P L E S  O F  C H R I S T )  

Phone: 830-895-5355 

E-mail: info@trustandgo.com 

www.firstchristiankerrville.org 

Serving Christ in the 

Hill Country for 

more than 100 years. 

The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost 

2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent 
wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire 
that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

tongues as the Spirit enabled them.   Acts 2:1-4 (NIV) 



May 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
CAM First Fruits 

       Mike Hunter 

3 4 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

& Women’s Bible Study 

5 
7 - 7:45 pm Choir Practice 

7 pm Praise Team Practice 

6 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

7 
8 am Blessings in a Backpack 

8 
8:00 am Men’s Breakfast at 

Rio Ranch Café 

9   Mother’s Day 
       Gary Lubitz 

10 11 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

& Women’s Bible Study 

12 
7 - 7:45 pm Choir Practice 

7 pm Praise Team Practice 

13 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

14 
8 am Blessings in a Backpack 

15 

16 
       Don Beedy 

17 18 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

& Women’s Bible Study 

19 
7 - 7:45 pm Choir Practice 

7 pm Praise Team Practice 

20 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

21 
8 am Blessings in a Backpack 

 

22 

23   Pentecost 
       Bryan Morey 

24 25 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

& Women’s Bible Study 

26 
7 - 7:45 pm Choir Practice 

7 pm Praise Team Practice 

27 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

28 
8 am Blessings in a Backpack 

29 

30 
       Bo Hughes 

31   Memorial Day 

Church Office Closed 

     

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

9:30 a.m.   10:30 a.m. 

      ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL    WORSHIP 

Watch livestream - www.facebook.com/firstchristiankerrville 

Check out our website and our 

Facebook page! 

www.firstchristiankerrville.org 

facebook.com/

firstchristiankerrville 
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