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Howdy FCC Kerrville Church Family! 

The season of Lent is right around the corner (or depending on when you read this, it may be here already). The 

season of Lent is the time of preparation and introspection that begins on Ash Wednesday and ends with the 

celebration of the resurrection on Easter Sunday. Lent is intended to serve a somewhat similar purpose to the 

season of Advent, that is of preparing oneself for the coming of Christ. However, in its culmination of 

remembering Christ’s death on the cross, Lent specifically focuses on recognizing and repenting of our sins and 

realizing our own mortality. Hence the imposition of ashes which were a traditional sign of penitence and mourning, with the reminder that 

from dust you came, and to dust you shall return. While Lent is often a somber season liturgically speaking, it is a season for spiritual growth 

and renewal, culminated in the celebration of eternal life and Christ’s victory over sin and death on Easter Sunday. 

This year the season of Lent encompasses forty-six calendar days, as Lent is traditionally a forty day season of fasting that does 

not include Sundays. I like to always mention this often overlooked “Sunday loophole” if you will, because it technically means if you were to 

give up chocolate for Lent then you could indeed technically indulge on Sundays. This brings us to the most often discussed Lenten spiritual 

discipline, fasting, or giving up something for Lent. To be honest I have had somewhat of a mixed relationship with giving something up for 

Lent. Growing up my Pastor said that he gave up eating avocado seeds each year for Lent and that so far he had never failed. Over the 

years I have given up things for Lent that weren’t necessarily spiritual in nature but rather things that I felt would make me healthier. There 

was the year I gave up soft drinks, or the year I gave up sugar. One year I gave up social media which was an excellent choice for my mental 

health and well-being. Then there was the dark, and horrible year that I gave up ALL caffeine for Lent. I have since been strongly cautioned 

to never undertake that endeavor again as I was allegedly, unbearable to be around during that time. While these previous Lenten fasts may 

have been tests of will-power, and even may have been good for me, in hindsight most years I was totally missing the point. The entire 

purpose of Lent is to turn from sin and towards Christ through discipline and growing our faith. Fasting plays a role in this when we use the 

time gained from fasting in prayer, study, or service. Fasting drives us into deeper faith when we use the feelings of wanting what we are 

fasting from, as an alarm clock to focus our minds on Christ. However all too often our giving up something for Lent serves only as an 

annoyance for us, without leading us into any sort of deeper reflection, repentance, or worship. 

This Lent; whether you give up eating avocado seeds like my former pastor, or something dear to your soul like coffee or chocolate; 

or even if you give up nothing at all, I pray this season is a time of deep faith, deep reflection, and deep growth for you. I also look forward to 

travelling through this season of Lent with you as we grow and reflect together from Ash Wednesday, through Holy Week. 

In closing I would like to leave you with a special Lenten Fast which was introduced to me by my former boss Dr. Mark Bender in 

Wichita Falls. While its origins are anonymous I feel that it does a great job of encouraging us during this season by giving ideas of what to 

fast from, as well as what to embrace in their place. 

Give up harsh words: use generous ones. 

Give up unhappiness: take up gratitude. 

Give up anger: take up gentleness and patience. 

Give up pessimism: take up hope and optimism. 

Give up worrying: take up trust in God. 

Give up complaining: value what you have. 

Give up stress: take up prayer. 

Give up judging others: discover Jesus within them. 

Give up sorrow and bitterness: fill your heart with joy. 

Give up selfishness: take up compassion for others. 

Give up being unforgiving: learn reconciliation. 

Give up words: fill yourself with silence, and listen to others. 

Peace be with you all. 
-Josh 
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INCOME in General Fund - Jan 2022:  $24,789.31        INCOME in General Fund - YTD Jan 2022:   $24,789.31 

EXP from General Fund - Jan 2022:     $33,152.34        EXP from General Fund - YTD Jan 2022:      $33,152.34 

        NET INCOME - Jan 2022:   ($8,363.03)       NET INCOME - YTD Jan 2022:    ($8,363.03) 

Total Non-Inc Statement Trans:   ($3,591.10)         Total Non-Inc Statement Trans YTD:        ($3,591.10) 

Cash Surplus (Deficit)            ($11,954.13)        Cash Surplus (Deficit) YTD        ($11,954.13) 

 

Bank Account:        Fund Balances: 

 Bal, December 31, 2021   $97,025.85     General Fund      $54,009.97 

 Cash Surplus (Deficit) ($11,954.13)     Designated Fund      $31,061.75 

 Bal, January 31, 2022  $85,071.72             $85,071.72 

O u r  F i n a n c i a l  S t e w a r d s h i p  

Music Notes from Karen Billingsley 

The SEASON OF LENT 

This month we prepare for Easter by having Lenten songs and readings about Jesus’ last days on 

Earth, about the cross, sacrifice, repentance, and other such subjects. Many Christians give up something for Lent to remind 

them of Jesus’ sacrifice, while others do something extra.  

This month, let’s all do something extra to remind us of Jesus’ sacrifice. 

Please look at this list of ideas and add your own: 

Follow the Lenten Bible Study 

Attend Wednesday evening supper and study 

Spend more time in prayer 

Attend church weekly 

Volunteer extra time to your church 

Give an extra offering  

Invite others to your Sunday School class 

Think of your own way to increase your time with God 

All men are invited for breakfast at 8 a.m. 

every 2nd Saturday of the month at Rio 

Ranch Café for great food and greater 

fellowship.  So, head on out there on March 

12th and meet up with the guys! 

Email Prayer Chain:  

Rosemary Faris, 

rfaris1@stx.rr.com 
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Gary Lubitz 
Mike Hunter 
Bill Bartusek 
Don Beedy 

O U T R E A C H  

Outreach is meeting on Wednesdays, 

9 am - noon, in the craft room.  If you 

can glue, cut, or just fellowship, you 

are welcome to join us! 

A NOTE FROM ANNETTE JONES 

Greetings from Colorado! 

Last month I told you about the snow and how it makes 

everything appear pretty and clean BUT very slippery ice can be 

hidden beneath.  This month God has been working on the ice 

beneath my pretty and clean image.  I’ve spent so many years 

being a good Christian and perfecting my service for the Lord, 

that I have neglected getting to know the Lord.  And along the 

way, I’ve come to think that my performance, good or bad, could 

have a faith altering impact on someone else.  I feel like God is 

showing my self pride in church and worship leadership. 

We studied Romans this week and learned Paul is sending this 

letter to a church he has not visited.  He has heard they are 

struggling with who should provide leadership as well as how 

they should live and worship.  This congregation includes 

faithful Jews who have accepted Jesus as their promised 

Messiah, and Gentiles who were welcomed simply by accepting 

Christ as their personal savior.  In the first three chapters, Paul 

explains how we all deserve God’s wrath and judgement.  “For 

all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are 

justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus” (3:23-24).  In chapters 4-11 he explains how, 

through faith in Jesus, we are saved—PRAISE GOD!  The 

remainder of the letter, Paul appeals to us “by the mercies of 

God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” (12:1)  I am 

learning that with Christ central in my heart, spiritual worship is 

the way of everyday life.  As Jesus lives through me, the Holy 

Spirit makes my offerings holy and acceptable.  When I offer 

service through the gifts I have been given, the Holy Spirit can 

also be trusted to take care of all the results, in all of the lives I 

have encountered.  God DOES NOT NEED my service to 

impact anyone!  However, I am invited to share the joy, peace 

and love that only fellowship in His kingdom can give. 

On sunny days, the snow will melt, forming puddles of water 

that freeze back into ice overnight.  Please pray that I will 

always remember: “..from him and through him and to him are 

all things.  To him be glory forever.  Amen.” Romans 11:36 

Grace and peace and lots of love! 

Annette 

Agape Prayer Group 

The Agape Prayer Group meets every 

Tuesday morning at 9:00 in the sanctuary at 

the church.  They welcome anyone to join 

with them in prayer for the individuals and 

situations listed on the prayer cards left in 

the collection plate each Sunday. 

Ash Wednesday 

Imposition of Ashes 

 

Please join us 

Wednesday, March 2, at 

5:30 p.m. for a brief Ash 

Wednesday service and 

Imposition of Ashes. 
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F C C  Y o u t h  

Youth Activities Started Back Up!  

The Youth went for Pizza and Bowling this past month 

and had a great time! 

More events to be announced!  



 

AVERAGE SUNDAY WORSHIP 

105 

with 

106 average livestream 

views 

for the month of January 

2022 FLOWER MEMORIAL CALENDAR 

There are plenty of spaces left! See 

the 2022 flower calendar posted on 

the bulletin board across from the 

office. Sign up on the Sunday of your 

choice to purchase flowers in 

memoriam or as an honorarium, or just to the 

Glory of God! The cost is $25 payable to First 

Christian Church and, as always, thank you for 

continuing to help us keep the beautiful flowers 

in the sanctuary. 
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Go to www.firstchristiankerrville.org/give TODAY. 

C h i l d r e n ’ s  M i n i s t r y  

Easter Eggs and Candy Needed! 

Easter is a little over a month away and that means it’s 

egg time! 

We will be accepting plastic eggs, individually wrapped 

candy, and prefilled eggs.  For any questions, please 

contact Melissa Ross, (830) 343-0134.  Thank you! 

2/6/2022 

Tracy Frantzen 

190 Jones Road 

Kerrville, TX 78028 

(318) 491-0208 

BUTTONS & BOWS CRAFTERS 

A meeting is set for March 4, at 9 a.m., for 
organization of goods and workspaces.  All 
are welcome for input and assistance! 

Let’s get started on a great 2022 Bazaar! 
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2 Rita Geoffrion 

9 Linda Jeffers 

11 Kimberly Lee 

 Jim Bentler 

13 Helen Stokes 

14 Jackie Bishop 

23 Susan Jansen 

28 Frank Thomason 

31 Patrick Reusser 

3 Mike & Kit Hunter 

4 Jim & Pam Bentler 

8 Arlie & Kitty Lammers 

16 Chris & Lupe Weaks 

20 Charles & Leslie Van Drasek 

31 Ronnie & Debbie Blair 

F C C  C H R I S T I A N  W O M E N ’ S  F E L L O W S H I P  N E W S  

CHRISTIAN WOMENS FELLOWSHIP (CWF) 

Members of the CWF met on Feb. 19, 2022, to receive reports, make plans for the coming year, and to 

vote on distribution of funds from the 2021 Buttons and Bows Bazaar.  CWF is open to all women and 

has projects throughout the year through the Outreach Ministry, Blessings in a Backpack, and crafting 

for the annual Buttons and Bows Bazaar held in November.  Almost everyone in the church assists one 

or more of these ministries with their time, talent, and their generosity. 

The $10,000 available for distribution from last year's Bazaar was voted to assist the following: 

 1)  Deitert "Take 5 Club" Scholarship Program $1,000 

 2)  The Pregnancy Resource Center   $1,000 

 3)  Art 2 Heart        $1,000 

 4)  Hill Country Veterans Center    $1,000 

 5)  Hill Country Cares Crisis Center   $1,000 

 6)  First Christian Church, Kerrville     $5,000 

 

DID YOU KNOW: 

 A.  Men also contribute crafted items 

 B.  CWF funds go to Blessings in a Backpack for designated families at Tally Elem. School 

 C.  Since 2013, B & B  Bazaar has donated approx. $74,500 to F.C.C. 

 D.  Since 2013, B & B Bazaar has donated approx. $47,000 to local charities. 

 E.  Outreach Ministry reaches schools, veterans, and shut-ins with their crafted items monthly. 

 

Thank you to all who have supported the CWF projects with your participation and support in so many 

ways. 



 

Our Mission 

Inviting all people 

to experience grace and love 

at Christ’s Table 

1900 Goat Creek Parkway 
Kerrville, TX 78028 

F I R S T  C H R I S T I A N  C H U R C H  
( D I S C I P L E S  O F  C H R I S T )  

Phone: 830-895-5355 

E-mail: info@trustandgo.com 

www.firstchristiankerrville.org 

Serving Christ in the 

Hill Country for 

more than 100 years. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

10 am Women’s Bible Study 

2   Ash Wednesday 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

5:30 pm Imposition of Ashes 

7:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

3 4 
9 am - 12 pm Buttons and 

Bows Crafters 

5 

6 First Sunday in Lent 

        Gary Lubitz 

Cam First Fruits 

7 8 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

9 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

5:30 - 7 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

10 11 
9 am - 12 pm Buttons and 

Bows Crafters 

12 

8:00 am Men’s Breakfast at 

Rio Ranch Café 

13 Second Sunday in Lent 

        Mike Hunter 

14 15 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

10 am Women’s Bible Study 

16 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

5:30 - 7 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

17 18 
9 am - 12 pm Buttons and 

Bows Crafters 

19 

20 Third Sunday in Lent 

        Bill Bartusek 

21 22 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

23 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

5:30 - 7 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

24 25 
9 am - 12 pm Buttons and 

Bows Crafters 

 

26 

27 Fourth Sunday in Lent 

        Don Beedy 

28 29 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

30 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

5:30 - 7 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

31   

MARCH 2022 

Check out our website 

and our Facebook page! 

 www.firstchristiankerrville.org 

facebook.com/

firstchristiankerrville 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
8:30 a.m.    9:45 a.m.      11:00 a.m. 

CONTEMPORARY    SUNDAY SCHOOL     TRADITIONAL 
WORSHIP    FOR ALL AGES       WORSHIP 
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