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Hello FCC Kerrville family! 

The time is flying by and my family and I cannot wait to see you later 

in June!  As I write this article, it is the week after Pentecost and what 

a time to feel the Spirit moving!  This Pentecost Sunday was a very 

special day for me in my ministry here in Wichita Falls.  This was my 

last Youth Sunday with a great group of youth whom I have had the 

privilege to love and minister to for the last four years. 

 As is usual for Youth Sunday, we were blessed to hear the testimonies of two of our 

graduating seniors.  This is an important rite of passage for kids who have grown up in this 

church, and this year was no exception.  Each year I advise the kids with tying in their 

testimonies to the chosen scripture passage for the day.  This year, with Youth Sunday falling 

on Pentecost, I thought this would be an easy task.  Surely a young adult telling the story of 

what their faith means to them would be a natural fit for discussing how the Holy Spirit has 

been present in guiding their lives.  As I spoke to my seniors though I could tell that they 

were struggling to make the connection.  This came as a surprise to me as both of the young 

ladies in question exhibited a deep faith and a great deal of spiritual maturity.  Finally after 

much discussion each of them realized that indeed the Holy Spirit had been present in their 

lives; guiding them, opening and closing doors, and shepherding them through hard times.  

 These discussions served to challenge me, and made me question how often we overlook 

the work and presence of the Holy Spirit in our own lives.  Often I feel that we as Disciples of 

Christ put so much emphasis on a knowledge based and rational faith that we overlook, and 

under-report this element of faith which is based more on experience and feeling than on hard 

evidence.  While I love our denominations strengths in terms of emphasizing a well-reasoned 

and well questioned faith, one thing is for certain. The church of Jesus Christ was not 

conceived, built, and sustained by human intellect.  No, from Pentecost to the present, the 

church has been, is, and will be, led by the Spirit.   

 So I leave you with this encouragement; look back on your walk with Jesus Christ and 

ask a couple of questions.  Where have I felt the Holy Spirit?  Where has that “still small 

voice” been heard in your life?  Where has the spirit directed your steps when maybe you 

didn’t realize it at the time?  In response to Pentecost, I am seeking to better answer these 

questions myself and I hope you will too.  You and I are people of Pentecost, and I hope 

together we can find a good word to share about the working of the Spirit, in response to a 

world that desperately needs a Holy Spirit encounter. 

Peace in Christ 

-Josh 



 

Greetings in the name of Christ! 

This will be my last column as your interim preacher.  My final Sunday with you will be 

June 13; Josh deSteiguer will begin his ministry the following Sunday.  It has been my 

honor to journey with you these past few months. 

In Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, he describes the work of ministry using images from 

gardening: “I planted the seed, and Apollos watered it; but God made it grow. It is not the 

gardeners with their planting and watering who count, but God who makes it grow…. We 

are fellow-workers in God’s service; and you are God’s garden” (1 Cor. 3:6-8).  I am truly 

grateful for the opportunity I have had to water the garden of God that is First Christian 

Church of Kerrville.  May you continue to bloom and grow and produce much fruit! 

Many of you have expressed your gratitude for my preaching.  Again, I thank you for your 

kind words.  If you would like to continue to hear my thoughts on the life of faith, there is 

an option: My wife, Jan, and I write and publish a free e-newsletter of spiritual reflection 

called “Soul Windows: Reflection.” You can sample past issues – and subscribe if you choose 

– at www.soulreflection.org.  

Let me close this, my last column for this newsletter, with other words borrowed from the 

Apostle Paul: “Put on, then, garments that suit God’s chosen and beloved people: 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience. Be tolerant with one another and 

forgiving, if any of you has cause for complaint: you must forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

Finally, to bind everything together and complete the whole, there must be love…. Always 

be thankful. Let the gospel of Christ dwell among you in all its richness…. Let every word 

and action, everything you do, be in the name of the Lord Jesus, and give thanks through 

him to God the Father” (Col. 3:12-17). 

May it be so among you, my friends.  Vaya con Dios! 

Rev. Bill Howden 

Note: Scripture quotations from the Revised English Bible. 
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Income in General Fund - April 2021:  $21,161.10  Income in General Fund - YTD April 2021:  $84,000.22 

Exp from General Fund - April 2021:   $17,302.71  Exp from General Fund - YTD April 2021:   $77,324.27 

       Net Income - April 2021:        $3,858.39          Net Income - YTD April 2021:       $6,675.95 

      Total Non-Inc Statement Trans:        $1,653.17    Total Non-Inc Statement Trans YTD:       $771.14 

 Cash Surplus (Deficit)              $2,205.22    Cash Surplus (Deficit) YTD  $7,447.09 

 

Bank Account:       Fund Balances: 

 Bal, Mar 31, 2021  $48,435.27    General Fund      $51,923.78 

 Cash Surplus (Deficit)   $2,205.22    Designated Fund        $1,283.29 

 Bal, April 30, 2021  $50,640.49            $50,640.49 

O u r  F i n a n c i a l  S t e w a r d s h i p  

Please welcome these new members who have joined us in 

All men are invited for breakfast at 8 a.m. every 

2nd Saturday of the month at Rio Ranch Café for 

great food and greater fellowship.  So, head on out 

there on June 12th and meet up with the guys! 

The Visionary 

 

Bruce Barton (chair) Wiley Rains 

214-683-3392  830-928-5001 

Chris Lubitz   Carolyn Bartusek 

830-777-0299  830-792-0654 

T.J. Yancey   Dick Rector 

830-265-1414  830-285-7665 

Covid Restrictions Lifted 

Due to small case counts of Covid-19 in the 

local area and personal responsibility taken 

by our church family, the Visionary Board 

of Elders has made the decision to lift the 

“temperature taking” and “mask wearing” 

mandate for the church, leaving mask 

wearing up to each individual.  We 

continue to encourage social distancing and 

will reevaluate that along with passing 

offering plates and communion in June. 

**PLEASE NOTE: The Elders reserve the 

right to make well informed changes to this 

decision as needed. 
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1 Rena Sherman 

7 Chris Weaks 

8 Rachel De La Zerda 

10 Kathy Behrens 

11 Gladys Strecker 

      Sue Christenson 

12 Carrie Collins 

17 Clara Lyle 

19 Cecil Farris 

20 Sherry Price 

21 Arlie Lammers 

22 Wiley Rains 

      Janie Scott 

26 Peggy McKay 

27 Layla Lopez 

3 Dick & Nancy Lowther 

4 Willie & Joy Morales 

6 Conner & Kathy Baldwin 

10 Bryan & Pam Morey 

18 Dick & Karen Rector 

22 Chris & Sandra Langley 

24 Larry & Debra McClain 

25 Chance & Hannah Brown 

Agape Prayer Group 

The Agape Prayer Group meets every 

Tuesday morning at 9:00 in the sanctuary at 

the church.  They welcome anyone to join 

with them in prayer for the individuals and 

situations listed on the prayer cards left in 

the collection plate each Sunday. 

Email Prayer Chain:  

Rosemary Faris, 

rfaris1@stx.rr.com 

Bill Bartusek 
T.J. Yancey 
Gary Lubitz 
Mark Huffman 

2021 FLOWER MEMORIAL CALENDAR 

THANK YOU! To everyone 
who donated to the flower 
calendar for this year.  It is 
totally filled! 

Jodette Weikel sends 

her thanks to everyone 

for their cards, love, 

and prayers since her 

husband, Charles’ 

passing. 

AVERAGE SUNDAY WORSHIP 

76 

with 

119 average livestream 

views 

for the month of May 
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BOUTIQUE 

 

There are many 

clever, useful, 

handmade items 

for sale in the CWF 

Boutique located in 

a corner of the 

church sanctuary.  

Gifts for all 

occasions can be 

found and 

purchased on the 

honors system.  

Pick out your gift 

item, write the 

name and price of 

the item on the purchase slip provided, and place it 

with your payment in the receptacle. 

Revenue from the sale of items is used to continue 

outreach programs of the church. 

Bazaar 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

ATTENTION!  Change of plans regarding 

VBS!  Mary Beedy will be heading up this 

summer’s VBS.  It will be held August 2nd - 

6th, from 9 a.m. - noon, for ages 5 - 11.  

Volunteers are urged to contact Mary at 

830-343-0413 or the church office. 

OUTREACH 

The group has decided to take a break for the 

summer, beginning June 3 until August 26.  

Projects beginning in August will be another 

clothes drive for Ingram Elementary School, 

Tissues for Tally Elementary, Blessings in a 

Backpack food drive, and Veterans Center Soup 

and Cracker food drive.  Have a great summer! 



 

Our Mission 

Inviting all people 

to experience grace and love 

at Christ’s Table 

1900 Goat Creek Parkway 
Kerrville, TX 78028 

F I R S T  C H R I S T I A N  C H U R C H  
( D I S C I P L E S  O F  C H R I S T )  

Phone: 830-895-5355 

E-mail: info@trustandgo.com 

www.firstchristiankerrville.org 

Serving Christ in the 

Hill Country for 

more than 100 years. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

10 am Women’s Bible Study 

2 
7 - 7:45 pm Choir Practice 

7 pm Praise Team Practice 

3 4 
8 am Blessings in a Backpack 

5 

6 
CAM First Fruits 

       Bill Bartusek 

7 8 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

10 am Women’s Bible Study 

9 
7 - 7:45 pm Choir Practice 

7 pm Praise Team Practice 

10 11 
8 am Blessings in a Backpack 

12 

8:00 am Men’s Breakfast 
at Rio Ranch Café 

13 
OUR SINCERE THANKS 

TO BILL HOWDEN! 

       T.J. Yancey 

14 15 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

10 am Women’s Bible Study 

16 
7 - 7:45 pm Choir Practice 

7 pm Praise Team Practice 

17 18 
8 am Blessings in a Backpack 

19 

20  Father’s Day 
WELCOME JOSH, 

ELIZABETH, & ASHER 

DESTEIGUER! 

       Gary Lubitz 

21 22 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

10 am Women’s Bible Study 

23 
7 - 7:45 pm Choir Practice 

7 pm Praise Team Practice 

24 25 
8 am Blessings in a Backpack 

26 

27 
       Mark Huffman 

28 29 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

10 am Women’s Bible Study 

30 
7 - 7:45 pm Choir Practice 

7 pm Praise Team Practice 

   

June 2021 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

9:30 a.m.   10:30 a.m. 

      ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL    WORSHIP 

Watch livestream - www.facebook.com/firstchristiankerrville 

Check out our website and our 

Facebook page! 

www.firstchristiankerrville.org 

facebook.com/

firstchristiankerrville 
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