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Howdy FCC Church Family! 

As I write to you, 2022 is rapidly coming to a close, and 2023 is just days away. This week, the week between 
Christmas and New Years is quite frankly a strange and, in some ways, quiet time of year. The hustle of Christmas 
parties, shopping, and errands is behind us. The sacred moments of Christmas Eve and Christmas day are in the 
rear-view mirror, and in our house, the wrapping paper and boxes have (mostly) all been accounted for and thrown 
away. Yet we are still in the season of Christmas, our tree and lights are still up, our songs and sermon this 
Sunday will still be firmly centered around Bethlehem and Baby Jesus. This always seems to be a week when I 

step back and catch my breath. This in between time, is a time of both looking back, and looking forward, reflecting on the Advent season and 
year behind us, while anxiously planning and hoping for the year ahead. As we look ahead for the coming year, we often find ourselves planning 
for, or thinking about ways in which we can make the coming year better than the last. Our minds turn to what new habits, new patterns, and New 
Year’s resolutions we are going to form and accomplish in the coming year. If you are like me, you might also think of struggles, faults, and 
conflicts that we are striving to leave in the old year and not carry forward into a hopefully brighter future. I think it is fair to say that most of us 
cross over into the new year, cautiously optimistic, hopeful, yet anxious for what will be. All of us are hoping and praying that 2023 will be “our 
year” as individuals, as families and as a church family, yet each one of us knows that life has a way of throwing a wrench in the middle of our 
carefully worked out plans. And my oh my has life, and the weather thrown a wrench in the plans of our life together as a church going into the 

coming year. 

 As most of you know, on December 23rd we suffered a severe leak due to a break in our fire suppression system.  This resulted in a little 
less than one half of our church receiving several inches of standing water. So far, we are in the early stages of assessing the damage and 
working out what all will need to be repaired. My computer went down (thank you Karen for letting me use your office) but so far most of the other 
machinery in the office is still functioning. I would like to say a big thank you to Kim for working tirelessly throughout the Christmas Holiday to get 
us back up and running, and I would like to thank all of you for being patient and flexible as we stepped over and around drying fans on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas day. Even in the midst of dealing with this unforeseen struggle, I am beyond blessed to serve with an exemplary 
staff, and to have a faithful and steadfast board of Elders and Admins who are navigating this process with both grace and diligence. Even now 
God’s providence, and blessings are abundantly evident in every corner of our church family. That said, I have been struggling to shake the 
feeling that 2023 is going to be off to a rocky, messy, start. As I have been mulling over all of this in my head and heart, I have been led to, and 

find comfort in Paul’s second letter to the church in Corinth. 2 Corinthians 3:4-5 says, 

4 Such confidence we have through Christ before God. 5 Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our 

competence comes from God. 

 This little passage kind of cut through the cloud of worry that I have been sitting with, and in the most hopeful way possible, slapped me 
with the truth. Friends, when we look ahead at the coming days, hopeful for the future yet worried for what might come, so often, at least for me, I 
am worried about my own ability or competence in terms of facing what life will throw at me. I look out on the horizon of the coming year with my 
goals, hopes, and objectives, and consider what challenges the year will bring. I find myself asking the question, am I enough, can I handle it? 
Well, Paul bluntly and plainly gave me my answer, and maybe if you think like I do his answer might be something that you or we as a church 
need to hear, too. We are not enough, not competent enough, strong enough, or tough enough, to make it through what hurdles lie ahead. We 
have no reason to be confident in ourselves yet thankfully we don’t have to be. Paul reminds us that our confidence and competence lie not in our 
own ability but through Jesus Christ. We might be worried about what life is going to throw at us but He is not. He is able, sovereign, and good; 
and it is Jesus who goes before us and with us into each of life’s trials and adventures. No we are not enough on our own, and If we are honest, 
we never have been. Each tough time, every hurdle cleared, every valley crossed, every fight won…when we look back had God’s fingerprints all 
over them even if we couldn’t or wouldn’t see them at the time. That goes for our lives, our families and most assuredly for First Christian Church 

of Kerrville Texas. 

 I don’t know what 2023 has in store for us, and church, we have a lot of work ahead of us. But one thing I know, even in a new year with 

new challenges and new stresses, we have the same Lord. He is the one who has sustained each of us through every season of life, and it is he 

who has preserved this body of believers at FCC since 1885. As I look forward to 2023 surrounded by whirling fans, saran wrapped furniture and 

questionable drywall, I am confident that this will be another wonderful year of life and ministry for FCC. I am confident not because we can 

overcome anything, but because the one who overcame death itself is the one who leads us forward. He is enough, He is sovereign, He is good, 

and the best thing that can be said about any church is certainly true for First Christian Church… we are His. 

Peace in Christ’s service, 

-Josh 
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O u r  F i n a n c i a l  S t e w a r d s h i p  
 

INCOME in General Fund - Nov 2022:   $24,070.67 INCOME in General Fund - YTD Nov 2022:   $266,088.21 

EXP from General Fund - Nov 2022:       $27,091.81 EXP from General Fund - YTD Nov 2022:  $292,797.17 

     NET INCOME - Nov 2022:       ($3,021.14)  NET INCOME - YTD Nov 2022:  ($26,708.96) 

Total Non-Inc Statement Trans:    ($1,736.74)  Total Non-Inc Statement Trans YTD:      $7,071.90 

Cash Surplus (Deficit)     ($4,757.88)   Cash Surplus (Deficit) YTD  ($19,637.06) 

Bank Account:       Fund Balances: 

 Bal, December 31, 2021   $97,025.85    General Fund      $35,747.42 

 Cash Surplus (Deficit) ($19,637.06)    Designated Fund      $41,641.37 

 Bal, Nov 30, 2022    $77,388.79            $77,388.79 

Outreach Ministry 

A special ‘THANK YOU’ to 

everyone that helped with 

the Ingram Elementary 

Christmas Blessings Project.  

Thank you Wiley Rains for 

the fruit baskets to the 

families. All items were well 

received and appreciated.  

Appreciation for the monetary donation to 

Ingram Elementary Blessings Program. 

Do We Have Your Correct Info? 

Please let Kim, in the church office, 

know of any changes to your 

personal information, i.e., mailing 

address, phone numbers (home and 

cell), so it can be updated in our 

database.  This correct information is 

needed to process year end notice of 

contribution gifts. 

The church office will be closed 
Monday, January 2, in 

observance of New Year’s. 

www.firstchristiankerrville.org/give 
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2 0 2 2  C H U R C H W I D E  

C H R I S T M A S  P A R T Y  



 

Mike Hunter 
Betty Rector 
Gary Lubitz 
Bill Bartusek 
Chris Weaks 

 

 
 
 

Help us Un-decorate the church. 
Thursday, January 5, at 10 a.m. 

Your help would be greatly appreciated! 

Thank you everyone for all the 

prayers, cards, loving thoughts, 

refreshments in the loss of our 

mother Lou Buchanan. 

She loved the church, bible study, many friends she 

had, and even the last laugh at her own funeral. 

Thank you, 

Pam Morey, Pat Jackson, 

Stephen Edler & Chris Edler 

B U T TO N S  &  B O W S  B A Z A A R  N E W S  
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FCC COOKBOOKS 

There are plenty of cookbooks 

available.  Come by the church 

office and pick one up, or you 

can see Betty Rector to purchase 

yours.  The cost is $20 each. 

BUTTONS & BOWS BAZAAR WRAP-UP MEETING 

Mark your calendars!  There will be a “wrap-up” meeting on 
Saturday, January 7th, at 10 a.m., at the church, to discuss how 
things worked and what we might change for the better in 2023. 

Everyone is encouraged to attend and bring ideas for new projects. 

Dearest Church Family, 

W e  h a v e  b e e n 

overwhelmed by the grace 

and love shown to us 

while we were ill.  The 

food and offers of 

transportation were 

endless and very much appreciated.  Your 

prayers on our behalf have healed and 

sustained us. 

“Thank You” will never be enough to 

express our gratitude. 

God Bless, 

Bo & Donna Hughes 

Email Prayer Chain:  

Rosemary Faris, 

rfaris1@stx.rr.com 
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8 Ed & Lela Russell 

21 Joe & Peggy McKay 

22 Russell & Barbara French 

23 Aubrey & Tommie Beadle 

Agape Prayer Group 

The Agape Prayer Group meets every 

Tuesday morning at 9:00 in the sanctuary at 

the church.  They welcome anyone to join 

with them in prayer for the individuals and 

situations listed on the prayer cards left in 

the collection plate each Sunday. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

All men are invited for breakfast 

at 8 a.m. every 2nd Saturday of 

the month at Rio Ranch Café for 

great  food and greater 

fellowship.  So, head on out there 

on January 14th and meet up with the guys! 

AVERAGE SUNDAY WORSHIP 

116 

with 

136 average livestream 

views 

for the month of December 

2 Dave Summers 

3 Jennifer Tomlinson 

5 Chris Lubitz 

 Sandra Langley 

6 Rudy Shepherd 

9 Kay Self 

12 Mike Mecke 

 Angela Doyal 

 

 

 

 

 

13 Ashley Blueyes 

18 Mary Frances Irwin 

19 Dianne Rees 

20 John Mahan 

25 Sandra Odom 

26 Patti Sewell 

29 Vicki Bland 

31 Travis Ross The 2023 flower 
memorial calendar 
is on the bulletin 
board across from 
the office.  Sign up 
on the Sunday of 

your choice to purchase flowers in 
memoriam or as an honorarium, or just 
to the Glory of God!  The cost is $25 
payable to First Christian Church. 

NEEDED!! - CHOIR MEMBERS 

If you love to sing, our sanctuary choir 

needs you.  Even if you have never 

sung in a choir before, we welcome 

your voice. 

Come join us on Wednesday evenings 

at 7:00 p.m. for choir rehearsal and 

Sunday mornings during the 11:00 a.m. 

service to sing to the glory of God.  



 

Our Mission 

Inviting all people 

to experience grace and love 

at Christ’s Table 

1900 Goat Creek Parkway 
Kerrville, TX 78028 

F I R S T  C H R I S T I A N  C H U R C H  
( D I S C I P L E S  O F  C H R I S T )  

Phone: 830-895-5355 

E-mail: info@trustandgo.com 

www.firstchristiankerrville.org 

Serving Christ in the 

Hill Country for 

more than 100 years. 

May he grant you your hearts desire, and fulfill all your plans. 

             Psalm 20:4 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  New Year’s Day 

       Mike Hunter 

2 
Church Office 

Closed 

3 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

10 am Women’s Bible Study 

6:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

4 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

5:30 - 7 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

5 
10 am Undecorate 

the church 

6  Epiphany 
9 am Blessings in a Backpack 

9 am - 12 pm Buttons and 

Bows Crafters 

7 
10 am - Buttons & Bows 

Wrap Up Meeting 

8 
       Betty Rector 

5 - 7 pm Youth Group 

9 
5:30 pm Administrative 

Team Meeting 

10 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

6:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

11 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

5:30 - 7 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

12 13 
9 am Blessings in a Backpack 

9 am - 12 pm Buttons and 

Bows Crafters 

5:30 pm - Elder’s Meeting 

14 

8:00 am Men’s Breakfast 

at Rio Ranch Café 

15 

       Gary Lubitz 

5 - 7 pm Youth Group 

16 17 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

10 am Women’s Bible Study 

6:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

18 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

5:30 - 7 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

19 20 
9 am Blessings in a Backpack 

9 am - 12 pm Buttons and 

Bows Crafters 

 

21 

22 

       Bill Bartusek 

5 - 7 pm Youth Group 

23 24 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

6:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

25 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

5:30 - 7 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

 

26 27 
9 am Blessings in a Backpack 

9 am - 12 pm Buttons and 

Bows Crafters 

28 

29 

       Chris Weaks 

5 - 7 pm Youth Group 

30 
 

31 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

6:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

    

JANUARY 2023 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

8:30 a.m.       9:45 a.m.      11:00 a.m. 

 CONTEMPORARY            SUNDAY SCHOOL           TRADITIONAL 

        WORSHIP            FOR ALL AGES               WORSHIP 

Check out our website 

and our Facebook page! 

www.firstchristiankerrville.org 

facebook.com/

firstchristiankerrville 
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