
 

December 29, 2021 

First Christian Church 
January 2022 Newsletter 

First Christian Church 

1900 Goat Creek Parkway 

Kerrville, TX 78028 

Volume 37, Issue 1 

Happy New Year FCC Kerrville Family! 

By the time you receive this newsletter it will be 2022. (and I just now got 

used to writing the date as 2021 because I always seem to be a year 

behind). As I write this I have been looking back on the past year, and what 

a year 2021 was for us all. For me and mine this year has been a year of 

changes and incredible blessings. When this year started I was a youth 

minister living on the windswept plains of Wichita Falls. Elizabeth was a solo pastor at her 

church, and Asher was barely crawling and not yet speaking. Fast forward to the end of the year 

and we are living in the beautiful hill country, and I am settled in as a senior minister. Elizabeth 

is determining what the next chapter of her ministry will look like, and Asher is raging into the 

“terrible twos”. That boy runs everywhere and never stops talking! This year has also been a year 

of changes and challenges for our family of faith here at FCC. Doing ministry together in the 

second year of Covid-19, the loss of a beloved interim pastor, the arduous search process to call a 

new minister, and of course, welcoming me home. This past year saw our congregation pull 

together to bring back Vacation Bible School, and other programing and outreach efforts that had 

previously been on hold. Looking back on 2021 this congregation has a lot to be proud of, and a lot 

to be thankful for. This congregation has dug deep, and through tears and laughter alike has come 

through another year ready to continue following God’s call for this church in 2022.  

 As we go into the new year together I wanted to share one of the verses that God has been 

using to speak to me as I look forward to what’s ahead.  

Romans 12:2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his 

good, pleasing and perfect will. 

As I was looking back on the last couple of years, and wondering what 2022 will bring, I found 

myself with quite a pessimistic outlook for the upcoming year.  Crisis on the border, new Covid 

variants, strife and division everywhere you look, and the list could go on and on. Then this old 

familiar verse spoke to me once again. I was reminded that in each year, and in each day, we as 

followers of Christ have a choice to either be conformed to this world or be transformed by our 

Savior.  t is easy to just go along with what we see and hear all around us, its easy to spread the 

negativity, ugliness, and fear. But we are called to be transformed not conformed. We are to be 

transformed by our faith, to have minds made new by Christ and to live out that conspicuous 

nonconformity in the midst of our broken and lost culture.   

 This is my hope and prayer for you and me, and our church in 2022. I pray that this will be a 

year of transformation. I pray that amid uncertain times our minds would be made new by Christ.  

And I pray that through being transformed, we might find exactly where God is leading us to 

walk in His good, pleasing and perfect will. 

Peace be with you 

-Josh 
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INCOME in General Fund - Nov 2021:  $18,770.95        INCOME in General Fund - YTD Nov 2021:   $232,700.40 

EXP from General Fund - Nov 2021:     $23,782.90        EXP from General Fund - YTD Nov 2021:      $221,346.39 

        NET INCOME - Nov 2021:   ($5,011.95)      NET INCOME - YTD Nov 2021:     $11,354.01 

Total Non-Inc Statement Trans:           266.65         Total Non-Inc Statement Trans YTD:  $37,958.81 

Cash Surplus (Deficit)      ($4,745.30)       Cash Surplus (Deficit) YTD    $49,312.82 

 

Bank Account:        Fund Balances: 

 Bal, October 31, 2021  $97,251.52     General Fund      $56,748.44 

 Cash Surplus (Deficit)   ($4,745.30)     Designated Fund      $35,757.78 

 Bal, November 31, 2021   $92,506.22             $92,506.22 

O u r  F i n a n c i a l  S t e w a r d s h i p  

Music Notes from Karen Billingsley 

I hope you had a wonderful and joyous Christmas time. I know we did 

at my house, and I know I spent a lot of time healing from shoulder 

surgery. I thank you all for the many prayers. Now Lance will be undergoing shoulder 

surgery, so pray for Josh as he fills in on the guitar and for the praise team as they lead 

the singing without him for a couple weeks. 

As always, there’s an open invitation to be in both the sanctuary choir and the praise 

team. All you have to do is stop and see us after church or call the church office and 

Kim will let us know you’ll be coming. It’s wonderful to be a part of the music ministry 

here at FCC, I hope you are blessed as we are when we sing. 

All men are invited for breakfast at 

8 a.m. every 2nd Saturday of the 

month at Rio Ranch Café for great 

food and greater fellowship.  So, 

head on out there on January 8th 

and meet up with the guys! 

Email Prayer Chain:  

Rosemary Faris, 

rfaris1@stx.rr.com 

Mike Hunter 
Don Beedy 
Patrick Blueyes 
Willie Morales 
Bill Bartusek 

AVERAGE SUNDAY WORSHIP 

104 

with 

100 average livestream views 

for the month of December 

plus 

112 Christmas Eve attendance 

and 102 views 



 

PAGE 3 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHUR CH 

JANUARY 2022 NEWSLETTER 
VOLUME 37 ,  ISSUE 1 

F a m i l y  F u n  N i g h t  C h r i s t m a s  P a r t y  

Merry 
Christmas!  
Fun and 
games and 

Santa Claus! 
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A NOTE FROM ANNETTE JONES 

Greetings FCC Family! 

What a JOY it has been to celebrate the Christmas season with you! Pastor Josh has reminded 

us so beautifully of Emmanuel--God WITH us! Even when we don’t acknowledge him (I admit, 

that happened a lot in the busy-ness of this Advent season) He is present! That is the real gift 

and it will always fit, never need to be exchanged and is perfect for every situation. 

One of the video series I enjoyed this month was about life “IN Christ” by Derek Burnside. 

Here are his points: In Christ, we are  

Unshakably safe--2 Corinthians 5:17-21 Paul tells us we have been reconciled to God 

through Christ and now are ambassadors for Christ. Even in all of my failures, nothing 

“in all of creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.” Romans 8:38 

Immeasurably loved--Our all knowing God created us because He loves us! Then Jesus 

came, humbly shared our humanity and paid the price for our sin. Jesus tells us in John 

15:9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.” Abiding in the 

shadow of the Almighty provides perfect peace. 

Utterly transformed--We have been born again in Christ, we are being made holy daily as 

we walk in the Spirit and our transformation will be complete “in a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.” I Corinthians 15:52 

Colossians 2:6 summarizes this for me: “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 

continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught 

and overflowing with thankfulness.” 

Learning to live ‘in Christ’ has been a lifelong process for me. When I look back, I see God’s 

faithfulness and sanctification in every season. I am so grateful for this time of resting in Him 

and learning to know Him more intimately. The next semester begins January 5th and I 

appreciate your love and prayers. Knowing I have the support of my church family is so 

precious to me! Thank you! 

In Christ, 

Annette 

Go to www.firstchristiankerrville.org/give TODAY. 

2022 FLOWER MEMORIAL CALENDAR 

The new calendar has been posted on the 

bulletin board across from the office. Sign up 

on the Sunday of your choice to purchase 

flowers in memoriam or as an honorarium, or 

just to the Glory of God! The cost is $25 payable to First 

Christian Church and, as always, thank you for 

continuing to help us keep the beautiful flowers in the 

sanctuary. 
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2 Dave Summers 

3 Jennifer Tomlinson 

5 Chris Lubitz 

 Sandra Langley 

6 Rudy Shepherd 

9 Kay Self 

12 Mike Mecke 

 Angela Martin 

 Betty Jones 

13 Ashley Blueyes 

18 Mary Frances Irwin 

19 Dianne Rees 

20 John Mahan 

22 Sharon Robin 

26 Patti Sewell 

29 Vicki Bland 

31 Amanda Pfeifer 

 Travis Ross 

Agape Prayer Group 

The Agape Prayer Group meets every 

Tuesday morning at 9:00 in the sanctuary at 

the church.  They welcome anyone to join 

with them in prayer for the individuals and 

situations listed on the prayer cards left in 

the collection plate each Sunday. 

8 Ed & Lela Russell 

21 Joe & Peggy McKay 

22 Russell & Barbara French 

23 Aubrey & Tommie Beadle 

26 Virgil & Janet Justice 

2022 BBA/LRGVD DWM RETREAT 

SAVE THE DATE! 

The 2022 BBA/LRGVD DWM Retreat will be held October 21-23.  Johnnie Stark from Burnett 

volunteered to be the coordinator for the 2022 retreat.  Rosemary Faris volunteered to be on the team to 

plan the 2022 retreat and support our new coordinator.  Ladies, SAVE THE DATE and join us for a fun 

and relaxing weekend where you will surely be blessed. 

OUTREACH 

New Year—New Day 

We are so excited to begin a new year and make some cool stuff for our 

community friends.  New folks, if you are not sure what we are all about, 

contact me, Katherin McCoy or Kit Hunter for information.  Starting 

January 5, we will be meeting on Wednesdays in the craft room.  Come 

join us, 9 am till noon. 

Also, thank you to the 10 folks that participated in the Christmas 

Blessings for Ingram Elementary School kids.  It is amazing to see how 

God works! 

Children’s Ministry 

A special thank you to everyone 

that helped to make our Family 

Fun Night Christmas Party a huge 

success.  A special thank you to 

Josh, Melissa, Travis, and Kim. 



 

Our Mission 

Inviting all people 

to experience grace and love 

at Christ’s Table 

1900 Goat Creek Parkway 
Kerrville, TX 78028 

F I R S T  C H R I S T I A N  C H U R C H  
( D I S C I P L E S  O F  C H R I S T )  

Phone: 830-895-5355 

E-mail: info@trustandgo.com 

www.firstchristiankerrville.org 

Serving Christ in the 

Hill Country for 

more than 100 years. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

         Mike Hunter 

Cam First Fruits 

3 

Church Office Closed 

4 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

10 am Women’s Bible Study 

5 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

5:30 - 7 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

6   Epiphany 7 8 

8:00 am Men’s Breakfast 

at Rio Ranch Café 

9 
         Don Beedy 

10 11 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

10 am Women’s Coffee & 

Fellowship 

12 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

5:30 - 7 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

13 14 15 

16 
         Patrick Blueyes 

17 18 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

10 am Women’s Bible Study 

19 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

5:30 - 7 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

20 21 

 

22 

23 
         Willie Morales 

24 
 

25 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

10 am Women’s Coffee & 

Fellowship 

26 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

5:30 - 7 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

27 28 29 

30 
         Bill Bartusek 

31      

JANUARY 2022 

Check out our website 

and our Facebook page! 

 www.firstchristiankerrville.org 

facebook.com/

firstchristiankerrville 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
8:30 a.m.           9:45 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 

CONTEMPORARY           SUNDAY SCHOOL   TRADITIONAL 
WORSHIP           FOR ALL AGES    WORSHIP 
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