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Howdy FCC Church Family! 

As I write this the first month of 2023 is rapidly coming to a close and Valentine’s 

Day is right around the corner.  A brief public service announcement; gentlemen, 

start thinking about a gift right now so you don’t find yourself searching through the 

picked over and decimated floral dept of HEB at the last minute (speaking from hard 

learned experience here).  Yes, the stores are already awash in red and pink 

decorations and end of aisle displays are overflowing with various Valentine’s candy and treats though I will 

still have to wait a bit to see the annual run of tomahawk steaks cut in the shape of a heart that are a little 

more my style.  A little over a week ago I came across a particularly disjointed holiday display as I was driving 

through Fredericksburg along Highway 16.  On one end of the street a store front was decorated to the hilt 

with a gawdy display of hearts, roses, teddy bears and the like, all advertising where to find the perfect 

Valentine’s gift for your beloved.  On the other end of the street, twinkling in the approaching twilight was a 

rather sad looking strand of Christmas lights still burning more than two weeks into the new year.  In that 

moment I was struck by the contrast of the two holidays, and the way in which we seem to bounce from one 

shiny thing to the next throughout the year in a perpetual cycle of going through the motions of seasons, 

holidays, and celebrations.  While I am usually at least somewhat excited about whatever upcoming holiday 

is on the horizon, I must admit that Valentine’s Day just doesn’t do it for me.  The multitude of heart shaped 

decorations, cards, and candy don’t appeal to me at all, the bombardment of targeted advertising irks me, 

and the gushy, mushy, Hallmark portrayals of love just well…makes me a little queasy.  Overall, Valentine’s 

Day just seems to me like one big cliché, overdone, commercialized mess of a holiday.  I know after reading 

that, many of you are probably thinking that I am a complete grump and wondering how such a vibrant and 

vivacious woman like Elizabeth can put up with me.  I assure you it is no easy task, but she does it so well.  I 

dislike being such a downer, but that’s just how Valentine’s Day hits me.  And while I find Valentines Day, in 

the secular sphere to be corny and frustrating, the clichés of the season don’t stop at the church doors 

either. 

Without fail, every year as Valentine’s Day approaches, one passage of scripture frequently takes center 

stage.  This time of year, this passage seems to suddenly be everywhere from youth group discussions 

around dating, to Facebook posts bedecked with candy hearts, to a multitude of sermons the Sunday before 

February 14th.  Some of  you long time church folks might can even guess which passage I’m talking about…1 

Corinthians chapter 13.  In it Paul reminds us that though one might speak the language of the angels, 

prophecy, poses all knowledge, and even give their possessions to the poor, and sacrifice their life for Christ, 

if they do not love, they have nothing.  Paul then gives a list of what love should look like, it is patient and 

kind, rejoices in the truth, believes, hopes, and endures all things.  It is a beautiful passage full of wisdom and 

truth, it’s just that each year when I hear it minutely dissected and broadly applied as relationship advice for 

couples again and again and again, I find myself rolling my eyes. 

             (continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 

This year is no different, or at least it was.  As I once again read across 1 Corinthians and braced myself to 

encounter this passage over and over again in the next few weeks, I couldn’t help but notice something as I 

read Paul’s treatise on love within the context of the preceding chapters.  As we know, this passage was not 

written for Paul’s love guru newspaper column, and it was not advice to his apprentice Timothy on how to 

impress his girlfriend, as all of Paul’s epistles, it was written to a church.  The church in question in Corinth 

happened to be a church in the middle of a conflict about the importance and uses of differing spiritual gifts.  

Some were prioritizing one gift and form of giftedness over another or coveting gifts they did not have 

leading to a mixed up mess of pride, insecurity, and ensuing division.  Yet what stood out to me above my 

usual reading of this text is that in all truthfulness, the church in Corinth sounds like a church that absolutely 

has got it going on.  Paul describes a church in which the presence and influence of the Holy Spirit is 

abundant and undeniable.  It is a church where the prophetic word of God is revealed and proclaimed.  

There is wisdom, healing, and service all described in the context of the Corinthian church.  Paul is talking to 

a church where people are finding their gifts, cultivating them, and using them to serve.  Yet even to such a 

church, Paul reminds them that of all the gifts they have been given for the service of God’s kingdom and the 

benefit of the church body, without love they are lost.  No matter what they may accomplish the foundation, 

currency, and most lasting contribution of any church is the ultimate gift of God, love. 

Friends I might be just a little bit biased, but I think that we are a church that, like Corinth, has got it 

going on.  As I look ahead, I see the Holy spirit moving here as well.  I see exciting things happening with our 

church leadership, growth and change in our children and youth ministry, blossoming excitement among our 

women’s ministries, and much more.  Here at FCC Kerrville, we are a church striving to find our spiritual gifts, 

cultivate them, and use them in service to our Lord and His Kingdom.  Yet in the midst of busy excitement, 

maybe Paul’s admonition to the church to put love first and foremost is a fitting reminder for us as well, and 

is an apropos Valentine to the Church in all times and places. 

It is my prayer that we strive and continue to keep love at the forefront of ALL that we do as a 

church.  I pray that in each ministry to every generation of the church, Christ’s love is proclaimed, modeled, 

and conveyed.  May love serve as the motive of each decision and conversation of this beloved church.  I 

hope that in absolutely everything we do love will continue to be the foundation and currency of this 

expression of Christ’s body.  I hope that it is our love for which we are known in our community.  It is my 

sincerest hope and expectation that every person who encounters this church family through our ministries 

and members, or through walking through our doors in whatever capacity, will above all else encounter the 

love of Christ through the love of FCC.  Indeed Paul might be over quoted but he was not wrong in saying 

that without love we are nothing, for indeed “now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest 

of these is love.” 

Peace in Christ’s service, 
-Josh 
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O u r  F i n a n c i a l  S t e w a r d s h i p  
 

INCOME in General Fund - Dec 2022:   $36,904.48  INCOME in General Fund - YTD Dec 2022:   $302,992.69 

EXP from General Fund - Dec 2022:       $28,961.25 EXP from General Fund - YTD Dec 2022:   $321,758.42 

     NET INCOME - Dec 2022:         $7,943.23  NET INCOME - YTD Dec 2022:    ($18,765.73) 

Total Non-Inc Statement Trans:      ($2,223.72) Total Non-Inc Statement Trans YTD:        $4,848.18 

Cash Surplus (Deficit)        $5,719.51 Cash Surplus (Deficit) YTD      ($13,917.55) 

Bank Account:       Fund Balances: 

 Bal, December 31, 2021   $97,025.85    General Fund      $44,562.13 

 Cash Surplus (Deficit) ($13,917.55)    Designated Fund      $38,546.17 

 Bal, Dec 31, 2022   $83,108.30            $83,108.30 

Outreach Ministry 

A special ‘THANK YOU’ to 

everyone that helped with 

the Ingram Elementary 

Christmas Blessings Project.  

Thank you Wiley Rains for 

the fruit baskets to the 

families. All items were well 

received and appreciated.  

Appreciation for the monetary donation to 

Ingram Elementary Blessings Program. 

www.firstchristiankerrville.org/give 

Don Beedy 
Matt Doyal 
Patrick Blueyes 
Willie Morales 

Email Prayer Chain:  

Rosemary Faris, 

rfaris1@stx.rr.com 

SERVING COMMUNION THIS MONTH 

Bruce & Cathy Barton 

Myra Estep & Arlie Lammers 

Lori Santaniello 

Anna Carr 
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We so appreciate your love and 

prayers and cards as we walk 

through this journey of healing.  

Every day gets better! 

Thanks y’all, 

Robert & Phyllis Lane 

Christian Church in the SW   750.00 

Disciples Conf. Center    375.00 

Inman Christian Center    225.00 

SW Good Samaritan Ministries  375.00 

New Hope Counseling Center  300.00 

CAM       187.50 

 

 

 

 

Habitat for Humanity    150.00 

Hill Country Youth Ranch   112.50 

Christian Men’s Job Corp.   187.50 

Christian Women’s Job Corp.    187.50 
 

Total Giving—Fourth Quarter 

           $2,850.00 

Fourth Quarter 2022 Memorials 

In memory of: 

T.J. Yancey 

Lou Buchanan 

 
4th Quarter Memorials Given Total: $125.00 

C  W  F  
C h r i s t i a n  Wo m e n ’s  F e l l o w s h i p  

 

Thanks to all who attended the Bazaar wrap-up meeting on January 7.  We got some great ideas and 
suggestions for the upcoming year. 

We plan to offer craft classes this year in addition to Friday workdays and hope to have this organized starting 
this month.  Watch for sign-up sheets in the narthex. 

It was also suggested that we reinstate having a meal together on Friday workdays.  We haven’t worked out all 
of the specifics yet, but it could be anything from take out and delivery to volunteering to provide a meal.  
Contact Deb McClain or Cathy Barton if you have ideas or suggestions. 

Rosemary Faris, our Treasurer, has decided to step back this year.  We will miss her participation and we thank 
her for all her years of dedicated service. 
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FCC COOKBOOKS 

There are plenty of 

cookbooks available.  

Come by the church office 

and pick one up, or you 

can see Betty Rector to 

purchase yours.  The cost is $20 each. 

Fourth Quarter 2022 Church Outreach 

CWF MEETING 

There will be a meeting of all the women of First Christian 

Church, Kerrville on Saturday, February 11, at 10:00 a.m., 

to discuss CWF and women’s activities.  The agenda will 

include a summary of the meaning of CWF by Pastor Josh, 

election of officers for CWF, and the distribution of funds 

earned from the Bazaar.  Please plan to attend and take 

part in these important activities. 
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Heart to Heart Ministry 

 

 

 Thank you, ladies, for attending our meeting on January 19.  It was a blessing to see all of 

you and share as we did.  As Chris Lubitz mentioned in the devotional she read about new 

beginnings, Heart to Heart is starting new beginnings.  I feel we’ll grow closer to God and more 

connected to each other. 

Some of our new beginnings are as follows: 

We are meeting the third Thursday of each month, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m., at the church. 

We have two outreach programs for our first year, which are visiting shut-ins in and out of our 

community and Grief Support (led by Helen Stokes). 

We will have a fun activity once a month outside of church. 

 A tri-fold pamphlet is being made and it will be passed out to CWJC, Hill Country 

Counseling, and personal friends that may be interested in visiting a women’s ministry. 

 Please contact Susie Huffman or Chris Lubitz if you have any ideas to share or concerns to 

pray about. 

 May you be blessed and know God is always with you.  Just be still and feel his presence.  

God Bless. 

Valentine's Day 

Valentine cards are among the various types of 
handmade cards available in the BOUTIQUE. 

Whatever the occasion, there are beautiful, 

unique birthday, thank you, and all occasion 

cards available as well as gift items for 

purchase. 

Fill out a purchase slip and leave your cash or 

check (made out to CWF) in the receptacle 
located in the Boutique. 

Grief Support Group 

Beginning Saturday, February 18, 2 p.m., at the 

church, there will be a grief support group 

meeting for those experiencing grief from a loss.  

The meeting will be led by Helen Stokes and will 

continue every third Saturday of the month. 
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8 Henry & Kay Self 

14 George & Lynne Ricks 

16 Jay & Debbie Rydberg 

Agape Prayer Group 

The Agape Prayer Group meets every 

Tuesday morning at 9:00 in the 

sanctuary at the church.  They 

welcome anyone to join with them in 

prayer for the individuals and 

situations listed on the prayer cards 

left in the collection plate each 

Sunday. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

All men are invited 

for breakfast at 8 

a.m. every 2nd 

Saturday of the 

month at Rio 

Ranch Café for great food and 

greater fellowship.  So, head on out 

there on February 11th and meet up 

with the guys! 

AVERAGE SUNDAY WORSHIP 

116 

with 

121 average livestream 

views 

for the month of January 

4 Jodette Weikel 

5 Barbara Anthony 

6 Conner Baldwin 

10 Kathy Baldwin 

 Sally Melnikoff 

11 Asher deSteiguer 

14 Bryan Morey 

 Barte Smith 

16 Kim Bolin 

 

 

 

 

19 Aubrey Beadle 

21 Jadette Gonzalez 

24 Tom Newbern 

 Henry Self 

25 Johnny Bland 

27 Melissa Ross 

 Leslie Russell 

28 Leslie Van Drasek 

The 2023 flower 
memorial calendar 
is on the bulletin 
board across from 
the office.  Sign up 
on the Sunday of 

your choice to purchase flowers in 
memoriam or as an honorarium, or just 
to the Glory of God!  The cost is $25 
payable to First Christian Church. 

NEEDED!! - CHOIR MEMBERS 

If you love to sing, our sanctuary choir 

needs you.  Even if you have never 

sung in a choir before, we welcome your voice. 

Come join us on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. for 

choir rehearsal and Sunday mornings during the 11:00 a.m. 

service to sing to the glory of God.  

Dear Congregation, 

Thank you so much for all you do for Ingram 

Elementary.  Delivering fruit weekly is a huge 

help and the kids love it.  You made so many 

Christmas mornings joyful with your gifts.  Thank you from 

the bottom of our hearts! 

Ingram Elementary School 



 

Our Mission 

Inviting all people 

to experience grace and love 

at Christ’s Table 

1900 Goat Creek Parkway 
Kerrville, TX 78028 

F I R S T  C H R I S T I A N  C H U R C H  
( D I S C I P L E S  O F  C H R I S T )  

Phone: 830-895-5355 

E-mail: info@trustandgo.com 

www.firstchristiankerrville.org 

Serving Christ in the 

Hill Country for 

more than 100 years. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

5:30 - 7 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

2 3 
9 am Blessings in a Backpack 

9 am - 12 pm Buttons and 

Bows Crafters 

4 

5 
       Don Beedy 

5 - 7 pm Youth Group 

6 7 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

10 am Women’s Bible Study 

6:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

8 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

5:30 - 7 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

9 10 
9 am Blessings in a Backpack 

9 am - 12 pm Buttons and 

Bows Crafters 

11 

8:00 am Men’s Breakfast 

at Rio Ranch Café 

10 am CWF Meeting 

12 

       Matt Doyal 

5 - 7 pm Youth Group 

13 
5:30 pm Administrative 

Team Meeting 

14 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

5:30 pm Elder’s Meeting 

6:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

15 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

5:30 - 7 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

16 
5:30 - 6:30 pm Heart 

to Heart Ministry 

17 
9 am Blessings in a Backpack 

9 am - 12 pm Buttons and 

Bows Crafters 

 

18 
2 pm Grief Support Group 

19 

       Patrick Blueyes 

4 - 6 pm Youth Chili and 

Dessert Fundraiser 

20 21 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

10 am Women’s Bible Study 

6:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

22   Ash Wednesday 

9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

6 pm Ash Wednesday Service 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

23 24 
9 am Blessings in a Backpack 

9 am - 12 pm Buttons and 

Bows Crafters 

25 

26 

       Willie Morales 

5 - 7 pm Youth Group 

27 28 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

6:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

    

FEBRUARY 2023 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

8:30 a.m.       9:45 a.m.      11:00 a.m. 

 CONTEMPORARY            SUNDAY SCHOOL           TRADITIONAL 

        WORSHIP            FOR ALL AGES               WORSHIP 

Check out our website 

and our Facebook page! 

www.firstchristiankerrville.org 

facebook.com/

firstchristiankerrville 
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