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Howdy FCC Church Family! 

 As I write this, Thanksgiving is less than a week away.  I can smell the turkeys cooking in 

the church kitchen and I look forward to feasting with all of you after our congregational meeting 

this Sunday.  I hope and pray that you and yours have a blessed Thanksgiving indeed!  On the 

topic of Thanksgiving, I simply must say a huge THANK YOU to the members of this beloved 

and extremely generous church family!  At the Fifth Sunday breakfast on October 30th this 

church managed to do something nearly impossible, and that is…. embarrass me!  October was apparently clergy 

appreciation month (who makes up all these holidays?) and I was absolutely caught off guard when Bruce called me to 

stand up and made a presentation of cards and an immensely generous gift to honor me.  Unbeknownst to me, the sneaky 

saints of FCC had been gathering cards and taking up a love offering to give to me on the last Sunday of October all 

month long.  The love offering was then arranged into the shape of a ghost as it was the day before Halloween.  That 

ghost was much, much sweeter than any Halloween basket from my days of tricker treating!  I would like to congratulate 

y’all on getting this done in such a quiet way because honestly, I didn’t suspect a thing and was completely blown away.  I 

was truly humbled and moved nearly to tears as I read the beautiful cards that filled my spirit with such joy and 

encouragement.  I was also positively shocked by the abundant generosity of this congregation as I disassembled my 

ghost worth his weight in gold!   

Thank you, my beloved sisters and brothers in Christ from the bottom of my heart and from Elizabeth as well.  

While Asher is too young to truly appreciate the generosity and care of this congregation, he certainly feels your love.  He 

asks me almost every day when I pick him up from daycare whether we have to go home or if we can go see his church 

friends as he calls you all.  On Wednesdays when I tell him we are going to church, he giggles excitedly all the way here.  

No, he can’t understand the cards, love offering, or seem to realize that his friends don’t live at the church every day of the 

week, but he certainly feels absolutely loved and cherished by his church family.  As a dad that makes my heart swell with 

joy and gratitude that church is my child’s happy place. As a pastor it makes me beam with pride to serve a church that a 

two-year-old begs to go to almost daily.  I certainly felt the love and support of this wonderful family through your kind 

words and immense generosity.  I am truly humbled to be sharing in ministry with such an incredible congregation. You all 

are more than I could have hoped for, a blessing I could never deserve, and I am truly living my dreams getting to do life 

and ministry with you all!  I hope this Thanksgiving is good to you and those you love. I know full well that this 

Thanksgiving will be rough for many families we love who face an empty seat at the table after the loss of a loved one.  

For our little family our Thanksgiving plans are up in the air.  Elizabeth will be on call with the hospital, Asher may be with 

my parents or he may be back, and I could find myself anywhere between Weatherford, Llano, and Kerrville on Thursday.  

One thing is for sure though, whether we find ourselves giving thanks around the dinner table, at the café at the hospital, 

or maybe even at the deer lease if my wife doesn’t watch me too closely, my family will be giving thanks for this incredible 

family of believers at FCC. 

Peace in Christ’s service, 

-Josh 
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O u r  F i n a n c i a l  S t e w a r d s h i p  
 

INCOME in General Fund - Oct 2022:   $21,142.00  INCOME in General Fund - YTD Oct 2022:   $242,017.54 

EXP from General Fund - Oct 2022:       $25,492.31  EXP from General Fund - YTD Oct 2022:  $265,705.36 

     NET INCOME - Oct 2022:       ($4,350.31)  NET INCOME - YTD Oct 2022:  ($23,687.82) 

Total Non-Inc Statement Trans:    ($1,619.03)  Total Non-Inc Statement Trans YTD:      $8,808.64 

Cash Surplus (Deficit)     ($5,969.34)   Cash Surplus (Deficit) YTD  ($14,879.18) 

Bank Account:       Fund Balances: 

 Bal, December 31, 2021   $97,025.85    General Fund      $38,871.09 

 Cash Surplus (Deficit) ($14,879.18)    Designated Fund      $43,275.58 

 Bal, Oct 31, 2022    $82,146.67            $82,146.67 

The church office will close early, at 
12 p.m., on Friday, December 23, and 
will be closed Monday, December 26 

The church office will close 
early, at 12 p.m., on Friday, 

December 30, and will be closed 
Monday, January 2 

Churchwide Christmas Celebration 
Sunday, December 11, 4 - 6 p.m. 

For the adults - soup and bread 
For the kiddos - chicken nuggets & fries 

Christmas crafting  Christmas Story 
Santa     Photo booth 
Bring the whole family for some Christmas fun 

and great fellowship! 
A sign-up sheet is in the narthex for 

attendance, food and volunteers 
Please signup December 7, 5 p.m. 

Questions?  Call Katherin McCoy, 
830-459-2926 



 

    Choir Notes 

December can be a pretty busy month for all of us.  It is very busy for church staff and music 
educators, of which I am both.  Many years I just wish for the end of it, “If I can only get 

through Christmas!”  This is a thought that is not productive to my Advent/Christmas experience or worship.  Through 

all the busy-ness of the Christmas business, I do find some joy. 

Here is my Christmas joy list (in no particular order): 

•Singing all the songs 
•Hearing the scriptures tell the true story rather than the Hollywood version 
•Seeing faces light up when candles are lit on Christmas Eve 
•Family members visiting 
•Choir cantatas that bless the singer and the listener (December 11) 
•Watching people open presents that I carefully chose just for them 
•Reading Christmas themed books especially for children 
•Old Christmas movies and old-fashioned Christmas songs on the radio 
•Seeing all the decorations 
•Baking and eating yummy holiday recipes 
•Charlie Brown, Rudolph and all the others 
•Family time 
•Driving around town to look at the lights 
•Vacation time for puzzles, games, crafts, relaxing 
•Christmas cards that catch me up on the news of friends 
•Knowing the reasons we do all of this 

Karen 

PAGE 3 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHUR CH 

DECEMBER 2022 NEWSLETTER 
VOLUME 37,  ISSUE 12  

2023 FLOWER MEMORIAL CALENDAR 

The new calendar has been posted on the bulletin board across from the office.  Sign up on 

the Sunday of your choice to purchase flowers in memoriam or as an honorarium, or just to 

the Glory of God!  The cost is $25 payable to First Christian Church and, as always, thank 

you for continuing to help us keep the beautiful flowers in the sanctuary. 

THANKS! 

Thanks to everyone who participated in the 2022 Buttons & Bows Bazaar.  

A successful event such as this takes many to bring to completion, and all 

stepped up to the tasks with enthusiasm doing a magnificent job.  Not only 

does First Christian Church benefit, but several local charities receive proceeds from this 

sale.  An accounting and donation list will be forthcoming.  Meanwhile, stop by the 

Boutique for gift items, Christmas decorations, FCC Cookbook, and more!  (We are 

hoping the cookbooks will be available for distribution by the first of December.  You will 

be able to pick them up in the church foyer when they arrive. 

          Christian Women’s Fellowship 
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NOEL FOR NEIGHBORS
Christmas Card Ministry   

November 1 thru December 11

To be distributed to FCC Shut Ins, Dietert Meals on Wheels, 
Battered Women’s Shelter, Nursing Homes, and many more.

Address a New Christmas Card to:
A Special Person, A Blessed One, The Lord’s Child, etc.

Write a few words of cheer and sign it with:
Your first name/s ONLY.

No Return Address: We will use a FCC return label

Don’t have cards-we got you covered. Pick up a bag
of cards on the Outreach table in hallway. Return

to the basket when done.

Drop all cards in the Basket in the Narthex Hallway by December 11. 
Outreach Volunteers will distribute

For more info contact: Katherin McCoy 830-459-2926

    TO      WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

18 women gathered on November 17th in a 

sharing & caring circle to begin what we pray 

will become an opportunity to better connect 

with each other as well as others in the 

Church Body and beyond!  Susie Huffman led 

us in prayer and started our gathering by 
sharing the importance of confidentiality in 

our sharing times together.  Our goal is to 

become women of excellence, free to be open 

and honest with one another in a safe and 
loving environment moving forward.  We 

discussed options for our future and many 

good ideas were shared.  We were quick to 

agree that our NEXT GATHERING on December 

17TH will be Brunch (10 a.m.) at Rio Ranch 
Café, 2590 Junction Hwy., Kerrville.  ALL 

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH ARE INVITED.  We 

will be sharing together the JOY of the 

Season, praying for one another and also 
participating in a white elephant gift 

exchange (the gift to be something from your 

home - not purchased), wrapped and given 

anonymously.  Please sign up at the desk in 

the church foyer.  We look forward to 
“connecting” with one and all as Sisters in 

Christ!! 

FCC 

COOKBOOKS 

Our FCC cookbooks 

are here!  You may 

come by the church 

office and pick one up, 

or you can see Betty 

Rector in the church 

foyer on Sunday, 

December 4, to 

purchase yours.  The 

cost is $20 each. 
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Trunk Or Treat 
2022 



 

4 Maxine Light 

7 Forrest Coleman 

9 Debbie Rydberg 

 Mason Lopez 

12 Don Beedy 

13 Theresa Crawford 

15 Barbara Keith 

17 Nancy Griffin 

18 James Froemke 

26 Betty Rector 

 Willie Morales 

27 Sue Smock 

28 Chris Knowles 
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7 John & Carolyn Chamberlin 

12 Alan & JoLynn Laing 

18 Leonard & Clara Lyle 

19 Peter & Inga Pfefferkorn 

22 Tom & Nanette Newbern 

Agape Prayer Group 

The Agape Prayer Group meets every 

Tuesday morning at 9:00 in the sanctuary at 

the church.  They welcome anyone to join 

with them in prayer for the individuals and 

situations listed on the prayer cards left in 

the collection plate each Sunday. 

Email Prayer Chain:  

Rosemary Faris, 

rfaris1@stx.rr.com 

 

Matt Doyal 
Patrick Blueyes 
Willie Morales 
Mike Hunter 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

All men are invited for 

breakfast at 8 a.m. every 

2nd Saturday of the month 

at Rio Ranch Café for great 

food and greater fellowship.  

So, head on out there on December 10th and 

meet up with the guys! 

AVERAGE SUNDAY WORSHIP 

135 

with 

103 average livestream 

views 

for the month of November 

A Note Regarding Year-End Tax Planning 

Believe it or not we are closing in on the end of 

the year.  For some it means year-end tax 

planning.  If you are receiving a Required 

Minimum Distribution from a retirement plan 

such as an IRA, we hope you would consider a 

gift to First Christian Church! 

Have a Blessed Holiday Season! 



 

Our Mission 

Inviting all people 

to experience grace and love 

at Christ’s Table 

1900 Goat Creek Parkway 
Kerrville, TX 78028 

F I R S T  C H R I S T I A N  C H U R C H  
( D I S C I P L E S  O F  C H R I S T )  

Phone: 830-895-5355 

E-mail: info@trustandgo.com 

www.firstchristiankerrville.org 

Serving Christ in the 

Hill Country for 

more than 100 years. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 
9 am Blessings in a Backpack 

9 am - 12 pm Buttons and 

Bows Crafters 

3 
10 am Bazaar Wrap-Up 

Meeting 

4 
       Matt Doyal 

5 - 7 pm Youth Group 

5 6 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

6:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

7 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

5:30 - 7 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

8 9 
9 am Blessings in a Backpack 

9 am - 12 pm Buttons and 

Bows Crafters 

10 

8:00 am Men’s Breakfast 

at Rio Ranch Café 

11 

       Patrick Blueyes 

11 am Choir Christmas 

Cantata 

4 - 6 pm Churchwide 

Christmas Party 

12 
5:30 pm Administrative 

Team Meeting 

13 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

6:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

14 
9 am - 12 pm Outreach 

5:30 - 7 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

15 16 
9 am Blessings in a Backpack 

9 am - 12 pm Buttons and 

Bows Crafters 

5:30 pm - Elder’s Meeting 

17 
10 am Heart to Heart 

Women’s Ministry at 

Rio Ranch Café 

18 

       Willie Morales 

5 - 7 pm Youth Group 

19 20 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

21 
6 pm Longest Night Service 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

 

 

22 23 
Church Office Closed 

at Noon 

24  Christmas Eve 

6:00 pm Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service 

25  Christmas Day 

       Mike Hunter 

10 am Combined 

Worship Service 

26 
Church Office 

Closed 

27 
9 am Agape Prayer Group 

6:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

28 
5:30 - 7 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

29 30 
Church Office Closed 

at Noon 

31  New Year’s Eve 

DECEMBER 2022 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

8:30 a.m.       9:45 a.m.      11:00 a.m. 

 CONTEMPORARY            SUNDAY SCHOOL           TRADITIONAL 

        WORSHIP            FOR ALL AGES               WORSHIP 

Check out our website 

and our Facebook page! 

www.firstchristiankerrville.org 

facebook.com/

firstchristiankerrville 
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