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McFall Fest – October 8
th

: 11:00am to 4:00pm 

Sandi’s Treasure Chest Resale Opens at 8:00am! 
Support our Ministries and Partners! 

  
The Most Beautiful Time of The Year! 

  
Fall is the best, the The chill in the air with perfect sunlight, the colorful sights and 
warm tasty delights!  All of it will be here - the date has come near!  Make sure to join us for our 
9th annual McFall Fest! 

Yes, we are doing it again, with awesome on Grant Street, In Trinity Kitchen, 

overflowing , and delicious at our bake sale in the beautiful Trinity 
Fellowship Hall!  

You know that is not all!  There will be for sale, in Trinity 

Sanctuary, a six feet tall, and a outside at the corner of Grant and Station!  

There is even more to the fun, yes it is true!   will call to the young and the seasoned, flowing 
from speakers set for this reason!   

Perhaps the best feature of all, is the wonder contained in the great 
Lower Hall!  Calvary Fellowship will be bustling with 
seekers.  will be open for 
all.  From 8:00 in the morning until 4:00pm sharp.  The goods will 
be flowing from our tables to your trunk.  You’ll save much more 
than you ever could have thunk!  

It’s all in good fun, for a great cause.  Feeding our youth 
and  

See you all soon and come with a friend,  
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MCPRESBY NEWS  

THE LAMENT OF THE FAITHFUL 

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they 
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

Lamentations 3:22-23 ESV 
 

 The text of this verse is one of the important truths that we celebrate in the Kingdom of God.  Our 
God is overflowing in mercy and cleanses us day by day, moment by moment.  In the Kingdom of God, 
we have the privilege of waking up each day with a clean slate.  We can choose to live into the truth and 

faithfulness of the Gospel, or we can choose to neglect Christ and his Word.  When we follow his leading 
and do what we can to walk in his ways, his grace flows over us. 

 
  Recently I was thinking about this verse and was led to look it up and see its context.  I had 

forgotten where it was located and was surprised to find it in Lamentations.  Lamentations is a book 
written to lament or mourn the judgment God issued to Judah upon the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
exile of her people.  The people of Jerusalem had turned their backs on God, and after many prophets 

warned them of the coming wrath, judgment finally came.  It was not the end of the story of God’s 
people but a necessary detour.  God would not allow the people called by his name to mock him forever.  
He would stop their sinful ways and nurture them back to health as a people over time. 

  

 The Prophet is aware of this but is overwhelmed by what is lost. He is devastated by his beautiful 

home city lying in ruins and so many people lost in battle.  He is heartbroken and is given the task of 
responding to this devastation.  Take a few moments and read through Lamentations 3:1-27.  It is an 
honest accounting of extreme personal and corporate suffering.  It is a transparent telling of the horrors of 

war and the results of the months-long sieges that the Babylonians used to starve cities and make them 
relent to their oppression.  But the prophet knows something that others don’t.  This was God’s doing.  It 
was God who subjected them to this as a penalty for their sin.  It was God who shut his ears to their 
prayers and put stones in their path. (3:8-9).  It was God who hunted his own prophet and slayed him. 

(3:12-13)  God is not always the cause of our suffering, but in this case it was clear.  God had judged the 
city, and it would do no good to deny that it was divine retribution.  And then, in verse 19, something 
begins to change.  The honest retelling of war and judgment transitions into a confession of humility and 

faith.  The prophet asks God to remember him and all his suffering.  He is not in rebellion against God.  
God is all he has.  His soul is bowed down within him before his creator. (3:20)  

  

 It was at this moment of studying this passage that I realized this was also a prophecy of  

Jesus Christ.  Jesus went through exactly this so that we might have salvation.  His mercies are  

new every morning; great is thy faithfulness.  When we lean into the long view of God’s plan  

and his mercy, we harbor an unexplainable peace within our souls. 

    

For his Glory, 

Pastor Justin     
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RENEW KIDZ 

Welcome to all of the returning students and to all of the new students!  We are happy to be back in 
session and able to enjoy all of the energy this group provides!  On October 5th, the students cannot 
use the Calvary Fellowship Hall due to McFall Fest, so we will be taking the students to the Ventura 
Home for some fall activities including a bonfire with s'mores, games and 
crafts.  An email will be sent to the parents with details.  On October 
19th, the students will have their annual Halloween party, so come 
dressed in your costume for games and crafts and a fun time with your 
friends!  This youth group is available for students from kindergarten 
through 4th grade and meets every 1st and 3rd Wednesdays from 6 p.m. 
until 7:30 p.m. in the Calvary Fellowship Hall.  If you have any questions 
or concerns, please email students@mcdonaldpres.org.  Students are 
welcome to join at any time throughout the year.  

RENEW NEWS 

We were happy to welcome back all of the students and happy to have new 
students!  We have a young and lively group this year!  We have several 
fun activities planned for October.  On October 5th the students will help 
decorate the Fellowship Hall for the McFall Fest and on Saturday, October 
8th, the students are encouraged to volunteer at the McFall Fest, mostly in 
the children's activities section.  On Wednesday, October 12, there will be a 
bonfire at the Amsler's backyard during the regularly scheduled youth 

group time.  We will meet at the church and walk up together and then back down for pick up at the 
usual time, 7:45 p.m.  On Wednesday, October 19th, the students will be carving pumpkins.  Then on 
October 26, they will have a Halloween party.  Please come dressed up for a night of games and 
spooky fun!  This youth group is available for any students from the 5th grade through the 12th grade 
and meets every Wednesday evening from 6 p.m. until 7:45 p.m. in the Trinity Fellowship Hall, the 
doors close at 8 p.m.  If you have any questions or concerns, please 
email students@mcdonaldpres.org. Students are welcome to join any time throughout the year.  

CASTING CROWNS CONCERT 

The students from both youth groups have an opportunity to attend a 
Casting Crowns concert on Thursday, October 20 at 7 p.m. at the Peterson 
Event Center on the Pitt Campus at 3719 Terrace Street, Pittsburgh, PA 
15261.   The cost for each ticket is $45 and the church is willing to 
supplement the cost for each student by $20, so each ticket would be $25.  
Any students from the elementary youth group, reNEW Kidz, would need 
to be accompanied by an adult.   We would meet at the Trinity Fellowship 
Hall, where the older youth group meets, at 5 p.m. and leave at 5:10 p.m.  
We can provide some transportation but are in need of adults to help 
chaperone.  If your student or any adult would like to go, please let Mary 
Bennett know ASAP as tickets need to be ordered in advance.  
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McFall Fest 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

McFALL FEST IS HERE!   

Saturday, October 8
th

 ~ 11am - 4pm  

Invite a friend and plan to attend! 
 

All proceeds will benefit our mission and ministry work, which includes the following:   Heartline Minis-
tries Haiti, New Hope City Center, Operation Christmas Child, Pine Springs Camp, reNew Student Minis-

try, Choices Pregnancy Services, VBS 2023, and a new international partner! 
 

EVERYONE can participate in McFall Fest…HERE’S HOW: 
 

50/50 Raffle:  Looking for those who like to work a crowd!  Please let Ed Esposito (724-492-1530) know 
if he can count on your help.  
 
Vendor set up/tear down: Tom Maxwell will be happy to show you how!  Please call Tom (412-965-
3325) to lend a hand.  
 
Bake Sale:  Bake a pie, cake, cookies, bread or your specialty.  Drop off items in Trinity Fellowship Hall 
between 2:00pm – 6:00pm on October 7th Contact Lucy Hawk (724-926-9456) with questions or to volun-
teer – ESPECIALLY IF YOU ARE WILLING TO MAKE GULLETS.  
 
Basket Raffle:  Donations will be accepted beginning September 26th through 12:00 noon on October 
7th.   Baskets may be brought to the church office during office hours. If you prefer to donate funds, the 
money will be used to create a basket or added to proceeds from the auction as you wish. If you have a 
great idea for a basket, but are all thumbs when it comes to putting it together and decorating it, we have 
some very artistic ladies who will put it all together for you if you give them the contents! Please call Peg-
gy Samarin (724-926-9375), Shirley Esposito (724-492-1530) or Linda Matchett (412-759-1332) with 
questions.  
 
Kids Zone:  We are once again excited to offer a fun, safe area that the kids of our community can come to 
make crafts, play games and win prizes.  Please let Syndria Lowe (412-337-3831) know if you are willing 
to help with this fun outreach. 
 
Kitchen Crew:  Please let Betty Ryan (724-796-4955) know if she can count on your help at this popular 
site!  
 

 WE ARE LOOKING FOR NEW VOLUNTEERS FOR 2 HOUR SHIFTS 
Please contact Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143) with any general questions.  THANK YOU! 
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Sandi’s Treasure Chest 

McFall Fest (Continued) 
 
 
Sandi’s Treasure Chest Resale Shop:  Located in Calvary Fellowship Hall.  Donate your “treasures” 
*but only the ones you would buy for yourself *  Contact Carol McCarty (724-307-3574), Mary Lou 
Cooper (724-926-8026) or Nancy Turk (724-926-9864) with questions or to volunteer with set-up and 
pricing, to assist dur ing the sale, or  to pack up the leftovers.  
 

Collection Dates and Times:  
Sunday, October 2nd:  12 noon – 5:00 pm 
Monday, October 3rd - Thursday, October 6th:  12 noon – 7:00 pm  

Friday, October 7th:  12 noon – 5:00 pm 
No Friday Preview Sale – Doors open for sales at 8:00am on Saturday the 8th  

*Sandi’s Treasure Chest accepts all items in decent condition, except for clothing, baby car seats 
and cribs, TVs and computers*  
 

This is truly a church-wide event and we NEED your help.  Set up and clean up spots available!! 
Prayerfully consider how YOU can help make this 9th annual event a success.   

TRICK OR TREAT OUTREACH  

MONDAY, OCTOBER 31  

6:00PM – 8:00-PM  

 

Our Trick-or-Treat outreach has grown tremendously over the 
past few years.  “The Candy Ladies” pass out treats on the 
porch side of Calvary.   Trick-or-treaters and their families are 
invited to stop inside Calvary Fellowship Hall to enjoy a hot 
dog and drink.   

The community has come to love this tradition.  I hope we can 
make trick-or-treating great again this year.  Any volunteers 
who would like to help should please contact Jamie Slack – 
724-263-0065.  All we need is your smiling faces!   
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MCPRESBY NEWS  

NEW CONNECTIONS LUNCHEON 

OCTOBER 23 
 

If you are new to McDonald Presbyterian Church or have been 
attending our congregation for a period of time and are not a 
member of our congregation, we encourage you to attend our New 
Connections Luncheon right after worship on October 23.  We 
will meet in the Trinity Fellowship Hall.  Salad, cold cuts, and 
drinks will be provided. Gluten-Free options will be available. 
Childcare will also be provided. Please RSVP to the church office. 
Our goal is to get to know one another better and talk about next 
steps in becoming involved in the life of the church.  Pastor Justin 
along with several other leaders in our congregation will be 
present. 

FLOWERS 

Flowers are still available in honor of or in 
memory of your loved ones for Sunday 
Mornings. Please contact the church office at 
least 2 weeks in advance to 
select a date and to let us know 
what you would like printed in 
the bulletin. Flowers are 
provided by L & M Flower 
Shop and the cost is $50 for two 
vases. 

STEWARDSHIP LETTERS 

  
Our congregation is blessed to be made up of 
incredible people who love the Lord and give 
generously because of his great love for us.  The 
last few years have been years of blessing and 
provision from many sources.  First and foremost, 
is the financial giving that comes from each of us.  
Personal giving is the only way our ministry 
happens and is what establishes us as a church 
that manages our property well and is able to 
invest in so many causes and people.     
  
As we look at rising energy costs and inflation in 
general, we know that we will need to increase 
our budget this coming year.  We understand that 
all of our costs are rising but trust that God will 
move in each of our hearts to determine what we 
are able to give.  God always takes care of us 
when we are careful and generous stewards of our 
time and resources.  Thank you in advance, for 
planning your giving for next year.  We will have 
a minute for stewardship on October 30th to let 
everyone know where we are headed for next year 
as well as a stewardship letter which will also be 
sent out to the congregation. 

DAVID TRIP 

If you are attending the bus trip to see DAVID 
at Sight & Sound Theater, the bus will pick 
you up on Grant St between the churches 
starting at 6:30 a.m. with a prompt 7:00 a.m. 
departure. There will be a stop at Sideling Hill 
Rest Area around 9:30 a.m. and we are 
expected to arrive at Miller’s Smorgasbord at 
12:30 for lunch.  The show starts at 3:00 p.m. 
and we expect to head home around 6:00 p.m. 
We will stop at a rest area and should arrive 
back at the church by 11-11:30 p.m.  Please 
contact Kristie Briceland at 412-296-3872 if 
you have any questions.   



 

 

COMMUNITY LIFE GROUPS 

The Upper Room: : The Upper Room CLG is studying the book of Daniel. New participants are 
always welcome. Please join us in Calvary Fellowship Hall. Meetings begin at 8:30 AM. When service 
goes to 10:45, we will begin at 9:30. Please contact Dana Motte if you have any questions. 

Lamplighters: Patty and Syndr ia are excited to announce that we are planning to do a 6-week 
Women’s Study called The Waymaker by Ann Voskamp. A small group of us have previously done 2 
of her studies One Thousand Gifts & The Broken Way.  We found them to be outstanding studies that 
were really relatable to us.  

The Waymaker features a DVD with a Study Guide as well as a book.  Her books are well-written and 
recommended to purchase but not required.  The study offers the hope-giving message that God always 
makes a path through the impossible... no matter the obstacle.  We will gather on Monday nights from 
7 pm to 8:30 pm and the location will be the New Beginnings Room at Calvary.  Dates for the study 
will be Sept. 26, Oct. 3, Oct 17, Oct. 24, Nov 7 & Nov 21.  If you are marking your calendar, you will 
see we are skipping Oct. 10 & Oct. 31.  RSVPs are appreciated so we can assure we have an 
appropriate space as well as order you a book if you like.  Books are $15.00 and can be paid at the first 
session.    

Ladies, please consider joining us as we would be delighted to share those 6 evenings with you to 
share in Ann Voskamp’s personal, encouraging and hope-giving study.  Please contact Patty or Syndria 
if you would like to join us or if you would like more information.  

Yahweh Wednesday: Br ing a lunch, and 
join us at noon on Wednesdays in Trinity 
Parlor. We are currently studying 2 Samuel. 
Contact Pastor Justin for additional 
information.  

Lunch Ladies: Lunch Ladies have resumed 
meeting and are studying Who Needs 
Christmas? by Andy Stanley. Contact Peggy 
Samarin or Linda Matchett if you have any 
questions. 

Page 7 

Ministry Updates (cont.) 

OCTOB ER 2022  

CHOIR SCHEDULE 

October 6 : 6:00pm – Bells; 7:00pm – Praise Team; 7:30pm – Choir 

October 13: 6:00pm – Bells; 7:00pm – Praise Team; 7:30pm – Choir 

October 20: 7:00pm – Praise Team; 7:30pm – Choir 

October 27; 6:00pm – Bells; 7:00pm -Praise Team; 7:30pm – Choir 



 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD UPDATES  
 

Important Dates: 

  3 Packing Party Prep Days @ Calvary Center:   

October 12th   & 20th – 9:30am  ** October 25th – 6:00pm 

**  Packing Party Set Up Day:  Friday, November 4 - 9:00 am – Calvary Fellowship Hall** 

 

* ALL-CHURCH PACKING PARTY: SUNDAY, NOV. 6 - 9:00 am – Calvary Fellowship Hall  * 

 

We are still requesting donations of stuffed animals, small foam 
footballs, plastic shoeboxes, pencils, notebooks and flip flops.  
Please continue to drop off all donations in Calvary Parlor during the 
month of October.  We also kindly request funds to pay the suggested 
donation per shoebox gift ($10/box).  Every item is useful, so please 
bring whatever you may have already purchased or call Michelle if 
you have questions about what to buy.  THANK YOU  

 

“BUILD A SHOEBOX ONLINE” 

Pack a shoebox without leaving your home!  Follow the link on the church’s website 
(www.mcdonaldpres.org) and follow the simple steps to pack a personalized shoebox gift. 

Your gift will be added to our final shoebox totals!  Contact Michelle with any questions. 

                                                    

**  O.C.C. (CURBSIDE) DROP OFF SITE  ** 

McDonald Presbyterian Church (Calvary Center Fellowship Hall) will again serve as a drop off site for the 
shoeboxes.  A volunteer sign up sheet will be on the Calvary Parlor bulletin board.  Hours are as follows: 

 

 

 If you are interested in volunteering with any phase of this ministry, please contact Michelle Unruh 
(412-221-4143 or 412-720-8232) for more information. 

Monday 

Nov. 14 

Tuesday 

Nov. 15 

Wednesday 

Nov. 16 

Thursday 

Nov. 17 

Friday 

Nov. 18 

Saturday 

Nov. 19 

Sunday 

Nov. 20 

Monday 

Nov. 21 

 

10 am-noon 

and 

6pm- 8pm 

  

  

  

9:30 – 
11:30am 

  

10 am-noon 

and 

6 – 8 pm 

  

  

9:30 – 
11:30am 

  

  

10 am – 
noon 

  

  

 10 am –   
noon 

  

  

   noon– 

   2 pm 

  

  

9 am – 

noon 

 

This year’s Packing 
Party goal is 750 -
Church wide goal is 
1000! shoeboxes! 
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Operation Christmas Child 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

http://www.mcdonaldpres.org
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Joys and Concerns 

Care List: Please be in prayer for those who can not worship with  us on a regular basis.  

MCPRESBY NEWS  

Dorothy Alrutz 
Southmont 
835 South Main St, Rm #406 
Washington, PA 15301  

Jim Crowe 

120 Mosside Blvd, Apt 339  
N Versailles, PA 15137  

Larry Doak 

H. John Heinz III Progressive Ctr 
First Floor South Hall 
1010 Delafield Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15215 

 

 

 

Middy Ecker 

Victoria Manor 
100 Rose Court 
Oakdale, PA 15071 

Peggy Hughey 

Hawthorne Woods 
791 Locust Avenue, Room 104 
Washington,  PA 15301 

 

 

 

Laurain Lacotte 

Vanadium Woods 
Apt 118, 50 Vanadium Road 
Bridgeville,  PA 15017 

Dorothy Penberthy 

Victoria Manor 
100 Rose Court 
Oakdale, PA 15071 

Dolores Bable      Helen Catrain     Mary Catherine Garrett 

Hilda Glass     Julie Hanzcar      Joy Penderville   

Jennifer & Christopher Goodwin 10/5 

Betty & Martin Ryan   10/5 

Lyndsay & Dan Jordan  10/14 

Melissa & Shawn McMillen  10/14 

Julie & Joe Petito   10/18 

Carrie & Dan Theiss   10/18 

Silas Amsler  10/2 

Brian Kocian  10/2 

Ed Nalesnick  10/3 

Robert Shepherd 10/3 

Kara Berthold  10/6 

Ian Jeanette  10/6 

Heather Weiler 10/7 

Luke Frazier  10/8 

Christopher Goodwin 10/11 

Thomas Hamilton 10/13 

Kate Smith  10/15 

Tammie Eger  10/17 

Jeff Zyra  10/17 

McKinley Goodwin 10/19 

Autumn Cischke  10/20 

Jeannina Yeager 10/21 

Walter Phillips 10/24 

Chad Bennett  10/25 

Jeff Betschart  10/25 

Shirley Esposito 10/26 

Ida Galicic  10/27 

Alexis Elliott  10/29 

Lin Nalesnick  10/30 

Lynn Brockman 10/31 

James Hughey, Jr. 10/31  
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MONTHLY EVENTS 

October 2  Communion  
  

October 3, 17, 24  Lamplighters (7:00pm) 

October 5 & 19 reNEW Kidz (6:00pm) 

October 10  Session Meeting (6:30pm) 

October 10 & 24  Lunch Ladies Bible Study 
                       (Noon) 

October 15   Newsletter Deadline 

October 2022 

The McDonald Food Bank is collecting canned fruits & vegetables for the month of October. They are 
also accepting cash and check donations. Please make checks payable to McDonald Presbyterian Church 

and indicate “Food Bank” on the memo line. Please contact Ed Nalesnick with any questions.  

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

     October 8  McFall Fest 

   October 23  New Connections Luncheon 

   October 31   Trick or Treat Outreach 

    

WEEKLY EVENTS 

SUNDAYS    10:00am Worship  

   Sunday School 9:30am and 
   10:45am Worship begins  
   September 11 

 

MONDAYS  AA (Calvary Center) 

TUESDAYS  Boy Scouts 

WEDNESDAYS reNEW 6:00pm  
   (Begins Sep 14) 

   Yahweh Wednesdays (Noon) 

THURSDAYS Adult Choir (See Page 7)  

Assistant 
Schedule 

October 2 October 9 October 16 October 23 October 30 

Lay  

Leader 
Jamie Slack Peggy Samarin Beth Tidd Patty Doane Dana Motte 

Young  

Disciples 
Beth Tidd Peggy Samarin 

Rev. Justin 
Amsler 

Linda Matchett Syndria Lowe 

Acolytes 
Emma Ware & 
Selah Amsler 

 Julia & Alyssa 
Wasco  

Jonah Amsler 
& Kyler 

Giambanco 

 Della  Endy & 
Selah Amsler 

Julie Bennett 
& Nathan 
Preston 

Children’s 
Church 

Brenda Cischke Sarah Amsler  
Jennifer  

Campbell 
Mary Bennett 



 

 

McDonald Presbyterian Church is a mid-sized congregation located in 

McDonald, PA that exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  Our worship, service and outreach are all focused on helping others 

experience the love of God and the joy that comes from knowing Him.  We 

love what we do and who we are when we come together as a community of 

God’s people.  Our door is always open, and we look forward to meeting 

you and welcoming you into our fellowship.  
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GET CONNECTED ... BE ENGAGED 

 

WORSHIP 

10:45 a.m. Worship with us on Sundays in Cal-
vary Center or Live on Facebook. 

 

DISCOVER 

Volunteer and learn what it is like to participate 
with the Trick or Treat Outreach Event. 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

Bring a friend to McFall Fest! 

 

ACT 

Stop by and pray over the Blessing Box & the families who are in 
need within our community. 

Worship Site: 
202 West Lincoln Avenue 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Office Location: 
119 Station Street 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Phone:  (724) 926-8561 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

Visit our website: 
mcdonaldpres.org 

Livestream service link: www.facebook.com/McDonaldPres 

Pastor 
Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 
(724) 699-0157 

Children’s Ministries  
Coordinator 
Mary Bennett  

students@mcdonaldpres.org 

Children’s & Youth  
Ministry Assistant 
Jennifer Campbell 

Choir Director:   Syndria Lowe 

Assistant Choir Director 
Heidi Betschart 

Administrative Assistant 
Malisa Silassy 

malisa@mcdonaldpres.org 

Bookkeeper:  Connie Buydasz 
bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org 

Operations Officer:  
Tom Maxwell 

Custodial Staff 
Bob McDowell 

Shannon Gowing 

Newsletter Editor:  Malisa Silassy 


