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McFall Fest 2026 
The Who, What, Where, Why, When, And, How of McFall Fest  

(in no particular order) 

WHAT: McFall Fest is our annual all-church fundraiser  

WHY: 100% of our proceeds are used to support our local, regional and international mission and minis-
try partners, helping them to continue their good works in spreading the Gospel and furthering God’s 
kingdom. 

WHEN: Saturday, October 10 from 11AM – 4PM 

WHERE: Calvary Fellowship Hall – Sandi’s Treasure Chest Resale Shop (opens at 8am) 

Calvary Porch Area – Information Table, Mums for Sale, Music 

Grant Street – Vendors and Crafters 

Trinity Sanctuary – Kids Zone with Bounce House 

Trinity Preschool Room – Bake Sale 

Trinity Fellowship Hall – Food, Basket Raffle, 50/50 Raffle 

WHO: Everyone reading this should find a way to be in-
volved. WE NEED YOU!! 

HOW: Only through the generosity of our volunteers, our visi-
tors, and mostly our God. Year after year, the grace and abun-
dance of God, has blessed all those involved and all those 
whom we support. 

AND?: AND …. That means that if you haven’t volunteered in 
some way, there is still time. Even if you can’t be there that 
day, there are ways to help. Check out all the details on page 6 
and help us make this day a great success! 

“For we are co-workers in God's service. You are God's field, 
God's building." (1 Corinthians 3:9) 

Let us not become weary in 
doing good, for at the prop-
er time we will reap a har-
vest if we do not give up.  

~ Galatians 6:9 
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And do this, understanding the present time (kairos): The hour (chronos) has already come for you to 
wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.  Romans 

13:11 

Therefore, as we have opportunity (kairos), let us do good to all people, especially to those who be-
long to the family of believers.  Galatians 6:10 

I tell you, now is the time (kairos) of God's favor, now is the day of salvation. II Corinthians 6:2 

I am excited to announce, on behalf of Session, that our Café now has a name!  All through the 
design and build process we have been wondering, “What should we call this new space?”  There were 
ideas tossed around and AI was asked a few times to help us out, but nothing seemed to stick.  Perhaps 
we needed to be in the space for us to truly be able to understand what it was going to be like.  For a 
while, some were starting to wonder if the space would get a special name at all.  As we prayed and kept 
asking the question, one of our members proposed a name that connected, “Kairos Café.”  

In a recent sermon on Romans 13 I was explaining how New Testament Greek has two different words 
for time.  One word, chronos represents measured and static passing of time.  Chronos time is important 
but it is grounded in the reality of days and seasons.  On the other hand, another word, kairos has the 
meaning of special time, appointed time, or opportunity.  Our God is one who orchestrates many special 
moments.  When we are living by the Spirit we have chances to spend special time with the people we 
love and friends and neighbors.  Kairos opportunities are times that we cannot “get back.”  They are spe-
cial moments, windows where connection and help can be offered or received, and moments when God’s 
grace can enter into our everyday lives. 

It turns out the Kairos Café name perfectly speaks to the hope and vision of what we want to see happen 
in our church.  Special moments, set aside by God to connect, encourage, and deepen faith.  We love the 
name and are excited to finish decorating the space. Part of the fun of the name is that all of us will know 
a Greek word with a powerful truth behind it and can explain its meaning to friends and visitors to our 
church. 

We pray that our Lord Jesus would give you many special moments of connection and faith, not only in 
the Kairos Café but in every space of your life. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Justin 
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WANTED:  HOST VOLUNTEERS FOR THE CAFE ON SUNDAY MORNINGS 

Job description: Arrive at 9am, make coffee, and host our church family and new 
friends as they come to get their morning coffee.  This is an opportunity to meet new 
people and to interact with your church family. 

If you are interested, please contact the Church office. There is a brief training before 
you are set free to serve! 

NEW MEMBERS LUNCHEON: SUN., OCTOBER 25,  FOLLOWING WORSHIP. 

This is the ideal opportunity to meet Rev. Dr. Justin Amsler and some of our leadership team as we share 
what it means to be Covenant Partners of MPC.  Furthermore, we look forward to learning about you! If 
you are interested in joining us for the luncheon, please contact the church office.  

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKET 

As part of our 20th year anniversary celebra-
tion as a merged church, we want to put to-
gether an advent booklet full of Christmas 

meditations written by our own members. If 
you would like to write a meditation, please 
let me know, and I will get the guidelines to 
you. We hope to have this ready by the mid-

dle of November so that 
we may all walk this 
journey together each 

day as we anticipate our 
Savior’s birth.  

In his name,  

Linda Matchett 

412-759-1332 (c) 

FRIENDSGIVING 

We are excited to announce that 
we will be hosting our Friendsgiv-
ing dinner again this year on Satur-
day, November 21st at 4:00pm in 
Trinity Fellowship Hall. We will 

gather together for a meal of turkey, ham, stuffing, and 
all of the traditional Thanksgiving side dishes and des-
serts. Like last year, we will cook the meat, stuffing, 
and potatoes. Everyone is invited to bring a favorite 
side dish or dessert to share. If you’d like to make a 
monetary donation to help offset the cost of the meat 
or paper products, please place a check in the offering 

plate made out to the church with “Friendsgiving” 
written in the memo line. More information will be 
available in the November newsletter and bulletins. 

We hope to see you and your family there! 

THE MOST BEAUTIFUL PIPES I HAVE EVER SEEN! 

It is finally happening! Our new boiler for Calvary Center is being installed as I am writing this article 
and I feel like it is Christmas morning.  Our old boiler served us proudly for some 40 years, but it was 
well past its lifespan.  It was costing us three thousand dollars or more a year to keep running and was 
very inefficient.  The valves were leaking and rust was taking over some of the key junctions.  We were 
left cold too many Sunday mornings and were huddled around electric heaters on more than one occa-
sion.  Because of God’s grace and faithfulness, we have been able to select a state-of-the-art system that is 
being installed by true professionals.  Where before we had a tangle of pipes that was the cause of night-
mares, now we have a beautiful wall of organized valves and junctions that will serve us for generations 
to come. We are moving from about 50% efficiency up to 95% and we are looking forward to seeing 
some advantages in our utility bills.  Many thanks to our outstanding Buildings and Grounds team who 
have put a great deal of effort into ensuring that this is a generational improvement for our congregation.  
Also, thank you to all who give so faithfully to our congregation so that improvements like this can be 
accomplished and our facilities can continue to be a resource for sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
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TRICK OR TREAT OUTREACH – Saturday, October 31 (6-8pm) 

McDonald Boro is holding Trick-or-Treat on Saturday, October 31. The parade starts at 5:30pm with trick-
or-treat following immediately after. Our Trick-or-Treat Outreach has become a community favorite. The 
kids love getting treats from “The Candy Ladies” on the porch side of Calvary. And everyone stops by 
Calvary Fellowship Hall to grab a hot dog, some popcorn, a drink and a little rest. This outreach has truly 
become a community tradition. If you would like to volunteer, please contact Jamie Slack (724-263-
0065).  

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 

On Saturday, September 12, 23 volunteers from MPC helped 
pack 32,400 meals at the Feed My Starving Children Mobilepack 
event. These meals will feed 88 children for a whole year! By the 
end of the day, 101,000 meals had been packed. This cause is 
close to our hearts and it’s always a rewarding and fun way to 
spend a couple of hours. Thanks to all who participated. 

UPCOMING DEACON 
MEETINGS:  

October 4, 2026 - Meeting at 12:15pm  

November 1, 2026 - Meeting at Noon 

December 6, 2026 - Meeting at Noon 

ALL-CHURCH MAKE YOUR OWN  
PIZZA & BINGO EVENT  

We hope you will all plan to join us on Sun-
day, October 18th from 4:30 to 7:00pm (after 
the Steeler Game) at Trinity Fellowship Hall 

for a fun, early evening event. We will play bingo, which is a 
game that young and old can play together, and we will also have 
time for everyone to make their own pizza along with salad, 
drinks and desserts. For planning purposes, we do suggest that 
you RSVP, and that will be available in the upcoming Sunday 
bulletins.  This event is hosted by your MPC Deacons. This will 
be a fun, relaxing event after our McFall fest and before the busy-
ness of our upcoming holiday season!  

SILVER SOULS NEWS 

Attention all seniors aged 65 and older! Please save 
the date for Wednesday, December 9, 2026, as that 
will be our next gathering to have our Christmas cele-
bration.  We will have a time of Christmas devotions. 
That will be followed by a catered luncheon along 
with singing our favorite Christ-
mas Carols and secular holiday 
classics. We will then share our 
holiday traditions and memories!  
More information will be forth-
coming in early November. 

OCTOBER 16,  6-8PM 
HEARTS AND HANDS MINISTRY 
Bring a craft or a project and a snack to share. 

This is a fun and informal time to gather! 
We meet in Trinity Parlor. All men, women, and 

children are welcome! 
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Ways YOU can serve for McFall Fest! 
 

 Please contact the chairpersons listed below or 

 Michelle Unruh (412-720-8232) or Patty Doane (412-913-8401)  
if you are interested in helping in any way. 

  
Set-Up/Clean-Up: With over 25 vendors this year, extra hands will be needed to help the vendors 
get situated on Grant Street. Talk to Tom Maxwell (412-965-3325) if you can help with set-up.  Also, 
it would be appreciated if we had extra help with general clean up after 4pm. Just stick around and 
we’ll put you to work! 
 

50/50 Raffle:  Looking for those who like to work a crowd!  Please let Ed Esposito (724-492-1530) 
or Will Cameron (563-210-9090) know if they can count on your help.  
 

Bake Sale:  We are in need of baked goods! Bake a pie, cake, cookies, bread, gullets, or your spe-
cialty.  Drop off items on Friday, October 9 during office hours and in Trinity Fellowship Hall be-
tween 6:00pm – 8:00pm on October 9. Contact Jamie Slack (724-263-0065) with questions.  
 

Basket Raffle:  Baskets may be brought to the church office during office hours.  The committee 
will also be accepting donations in Trinity Fellowship Hall on October 9 from 6-8:00pm. We will 
even build your basket for you; just bring us the goods! P.S. – Gift Cards are especially popular!  
Please reach out to Melanie Ankley (412-287-5046) with questions.  
 

Kids Zone:  We are once again excited to offer a fun, safe area where the kids of our community can 
come to make crafts, play games and win prizes.  Please let Syndria Lowe (412-337-3831) know if 
you are willing to help with this fun outreach. 
 

Bounce House:  In need of adults to monitor/supervise for 1-hour shifts (preferably 2 people per 
shift). Please let Syndria know if you are interested in helping here.  
 

Kitchen Crew:  Please let Betty Ryan (724-796-4955) know if she can count on you at this popular 
site!   
 

Info Table (Mum Sale):  We are seeking friendly individuals to serve one-hour shifts at the Infor-
mation Table. Duties are light and include the sale of mums. If interested, please see Patty Doane or 
call/text at 412-913-8401.   
 

Sandi’s Treasure Chest Resale Shop (8am – 4pm):  Located in Calvary Fellowship Hall.  Donate 
your “treasures” *but only the ones you might buy for yourself *  Contact Carol McCarty (412-480-
4876), Mary Lou Cooper (412-965-4977) or Nancy Turk (724-554-4808) with questions or to volun-
teer with set-up and pricing, to assist during the sale, or to pack up the leftovers.  

Collection Dates and Times (NOTE: NO PICK UPS – ONLY DROP OFFS:  
Sunday, October 4:  12 noon – 5:00 pm Monday, October 5: 12 noon – 6:00 pm  
Tuesday, October 6: 12 noon – 8:00 pm Wed., October 7: 12 noon – 6:00 pm 

Thurs., October 8: 12 noon – 8:00 pm Friday, October 9: 12 noon – 5:00 pm 
 

*Sandi’s Treasure Chest accepts all items in decent condition, except for clothing, baby car seats 
and cribs, TVs and computers*  
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TEAMREACH 

Be on the know. Renew and Club 724 will be connecting to 
students through the Teamreach app to keep our students 
updated on the happenings for this season! Download the 
app on google play or the Apple app store and use the fol-
lowing code to join the conversation! RENEWyouth code: 

MPCeco0613 ; CLUB724 code: MPC724eco  

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

Feel called to mentor the next generation? 
Please consider becoming a kids church 

teacher. The more the merrier. 
Please see Dana Puhlman with 

any questions or interest!  

CELEBRATING OUR ACOLYTES 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to our currently serving acolytes (Jonah Amsler, Selah Amsler, Della Endy, 
Jeanna Manses, Asher Martin, Ella Pulhman, Alyssa Wasco). Your faithfulness and willingness to serve 
help bring dignity and warmth to every service. We are grateful for the time and care you give and for the 
wonderful example you set for our congregation. 

We are also delighted to welcome five children who are joining the acolyte program (Silas Amsler, Lucy 
Duesenberry, Ryker McMillen, Hannah Smith, Emily Wasko). As they learn and begin to serve, we hope 
they will discover the joy of participating more fully in worship and know the encouragement of our whole 
church family. Please join us in celebrating all our acolytes—those who serve so faithfully today and those 
just beginning this meaningful ministry! 
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MUSIC REHEARSAL SCHEDULE 

Thursday, October 1 - 7:00 Echoes of Mercy, 7:30 Sacred Sounds 

Thursday, October 8 - 6:00 Jubilant Ringers, 7:00 Echoes of Mercy, 7:30 Sacred Sounds 

Thursday, October 15 - 7:00 Echoes of Mercy, 7:30 Sacred Sounds 

Thursday, October 22 - 6:00 Jubilant Ringers, 7:00 Echoes of Mercy, 7:30 Sacred Sounds 

Tuesday, October 27 - 6:30 Amplify 

Thursday, October 29 - 7:00 Echoes of Mercy, 7:30 Sacred Sounds 

LIFT YOUR VOICE AND PRAISE! 

Ever wondered if you should sing along to all the songs during our services? We’d love 
for you to join in! Singing together isn't just about the music—it's a beautiful way to let 

the word of Christ dwell in us richly, as Colossians 3:16 reminds us. Whether you’re 
confident in your singing voice or prefer to hum along, your participation connects our 

hearts and draws us closer to God and each other. Come, lift your voice with us!  

MUSICAL FUN FACT 
The trumpet's roots go back thousands of years. Rudimentary trumpets were made 
from wood, animal horns, clay, and bamboo, and have been found on most conti-
nents. The trumpet's original purpose was ceremonial and/or religious. By the 17th 
Century, it had evolved into a musical instrument, but was still rudimentary in 
construction. The modern trumpet that we know today was invented in Germany 
in the early 1800s.  
Source: 
https://www.yamaha.com/en/musical_instrument_guide/trumpet/structure/  

FOOD BANK: For the month of October, the 
Food Bank is requesting non-perishable 

canned vegetables that can be dropped off in 
Calvary Parlor. They are also accepting cash 

and check donations. Please make checks pay-
able to McDonald Presbyterian Church and 

indicate “Food Bank” on the memo line. Please 
contact Ed Nalesnick with any questions.     

BLESSING BOX 
FREE FOOD  

FOR ANYONE IN NEED.   
Our Blessing Box, located outside the church office, is 
still thriving and blessing many community members.  

Some of the more popular items requested are: canned 
meats, peanut butter, jelly, ramen noodles, soups, con-
diments, and side dishes.  

ONLINE GIVING 

Did you know that you can make your 
weekly offering and other church contribu-

tions online? You can do this by visiting 
mcdonaldpres.org and clicking on Cove-
nant Partner Account Access, or you may 

scan the QR code.  

BAKED GOODS FOR MOW 

Meals-on-Wheels is looking for people 

who are willing to bake/ provide baked 

goods periodically for distribution to our 

clients. Anyone who is interested, please 

talk to Pat Powell.  

https://www.yamaha.com/en/musical_instrument_guide/trumpet/structure/


 

 

YAHWEH WEDNESDAY: Our group meets the 2nd and last Wednesday of the month, and 
will be studying 1st & 2nd Peter. We will meet next on October 14th & 28th. If you have 
questions or are interested in joining us, please contact Pastor Justin.   

LUNCH LADIES: Lunch ladies will meet on October 12th , 19th, and Nov. 2nd.. We are 
beginning a new study entitles Heaven. New members are welcome to join us! Please see 
Peggy Samarin or Linda Matchett if you have any questions.  

LAMPLIGHTERS: The Lamplighters are working on a study called Live Deeply – A Study 
of the Parables of Jesus by Lenya Hertzig & Penny Rose.  Our study meets on Monday 
evenings at 7:00pm in Trinity Parlor on the main floor.  The dates are as follows: Oct. 5, Oct. 
19, Oct. 26, Nov. 2, Nov. 16, Nov. 23, Nov. 30 and Dec. 7.  This is a wonderful women’s 
group, and you are all cordially invited to join. Feel free to contact Patty Doane or Syndria 
Lowe for more information.  

MIGHTY MEN’S BIBLE STUDY: The Mighty Men's Bible Study meets upstairs in the 
Calvary pastor's study.  All men in the church are welcome to study the Attributes of God with 
us every Sunday morning during the Sunday School hour.  

READY, SET, GROW: Our class meets on Sundays at 9:15am in the Tower Room of 
Calvary.  Each session, we meet to pray and then we review and discuss the previous 
week’s Scripture lesson and sermon. We have found it to be an excellent opportunity to 
connect with others as we delve more deeply into the Bible. Please contact the church 
office or Dana Motte with any questions, or just pop in on a Sunday morning.  You are 
welcome!!!  

QUARTER-LIFE CRISIS: Quarter-Life Crisis is a group of young adults who meet on 
Tuesday evenings at 6:30 to study the Bible, eat food, and encourage one another.  The group 
is for young adults from 10th grade and through their 20s.  Talk to Kylie Bowland or Julia 
Amsler to get involved in this dynamic group.  

Community Life Groups 
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WELCOME NEW 
MEMBERS!!! 

Amy Hoy 
Dana Puhlman 
Erich Puhlman 
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October 4   Ready, Set, Grow                  9:15 a.m. 
    Mighty Men                   9:30 a.m. 
    Deacon Meeting            12:00 p.m. 
    McFall Fest Prep             12:00 p.m. 

October 5   Lamplighters         7:00 p.m. 

October 6   Quarter-Life Crisis                  6:30 p.m. 

October 7   ReNew Youth Group       6:00 p.m. 

October 10   McFall Fest Resale         8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
    McFall Fest          11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

October 11   Ready, Set, Grow                  9:15 a.m. 
    Mighty Men                   9:30 a.m. 

October 12   Lunch Ladies       12:00 p.m. 
    Session Meeting                 6:30 p.m. 
    All-Leaders Meeting       7:00 p.m. 

October 13    Quarter-Life Crisis                  6:30 p.m. 

October 14   Yahweh Wednesday     12:00 p.m. 
    ReNew Youth Group       6:00 p.m. 

October 16   Hearts & Hands                  6:00 p.m. 

October 18   Ready, Set, Grow                  9:15 a.m. 
    Mighty Men                   9:30 a.m. 
    All-Church Pizza & Bingo Event     4:30 p.m. 

October 19   Lunch Ladies                12:00 p.m. 
    Rose Manor Worship       5:30 p.m. 
    Lamplighters        7:00 p.m. 

October 20   Quarter-Life Crisis                  6:30 p.m. 

October 21   Rose Manor Bingo                  1:00 p.m.  
    ReNew Youth Group       6:00 p.m. 

October 25   Ready, Set, Grow                  9:15 a.m. 
    Mighty Men                   9:30 a.m. 
    New Connections Luncheon    12:15 p.m. 

October 26   Lamplighters        7:00 p.m. 

October 27   Quarter-Life Crisis                  6:30 p.m. 

October 28   Yahweh Wednesday       12:00 p.m. 
    ReNew Youth Group         6:00 p.m. 

October 31   Trick-or-Treat Outreach                  6:00 p.m. 

OCTOBER 2026  



 

 

Birthdays, Anniversaries 

Page 11 
MCPRESBY NEWS  

Eric Wonderly  10/1 

Silas Amsler  10/2 

Zach-Elie Boko 10/2 

Brian Kocian  10/2 

Ed Nalesnick  10/3 

Robert Shepherd 10/3 

Kara Berthold  10/6 

Ian Jeanette  10/6 

Heather Weiler 10/7 

Luke Frazier  10/8 

Cosmas Apedo 10/11 

Christopher Goodwin 10/11 

Erich Puhlman  10/14 

Collin Schmitt  10/15 

Kate Smith  10/15 

Jeff Zyra  10/17 

McKinley Goodwin 10/19 

Jeannina Yeager 10/21 

Chad Bennett  10/25 

Jeff Betschart  10/25 

David Cook  10/27 

Ida Galicic  10/27 

Cherie Young  10/27 

Carter Foster   10/28 

Lin Nalesnick  10/30 

Lynn Brockman 10/31 

James Hughey, Jr. 10/31  

Jennifer & Christopher Goodwin 10/5 

Allison & Christopher Giambanco 10/5 

Betty & Martin Ryan   10/5 

Lyndsay & Dan Jordan  10/14 

Melissa & Shawn McMillen  10/14 

Julie & Joe Petito   10/18 

Carrie & Dan Theiss   10/18 



 

 

McDonald Presbyterian Church is a mid-sized congregation located in 

McDonald, PA that exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  Our worship, service and outreach are all focused on helping others 

experience the love of God and the joy that comes from knowing Him.  We 

love what we do and who we are when we come together as a community of 

God’s people.  Our door is always open, and we look forward to meeting 

you and welcoming you into our fellowship.  

Worship Site: 
202 West Lincoln Avenue 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Office Location: 
119 Station Street 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Phone:  (724) 926-8561 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 
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GET CONNECTED ... BE ENGAGED 

 

WORSHIP  

Sundays @ 10:45 a.m. (Calvary Center or  

live on Facebook) 

 

SERVE 

Look for volunteer opportunities for upcoming events, such as 
McFall Fest or Operation Christmas Child 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

Join a new group or committee, sit 
somewhere new in church, or invite 
someone for coffee.  

 

Pastor 
Dr. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 
(724) 699-0157 

Children’s Ministries  
Coordinators 

Erich & Dana Puhlman                        

Director of Music Ministry 
   Heidi Betschart 

Assistant Director of Music Ministry 
Jeff Betschart 

Administrative Assistant 
Kerry Schmitt 

kerry@mcdonaldpres.org 

Bookkeeper 
  Dana Myers 

bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org 

Operations Officer 
Tom Maxwell 

Custodial Staff 
Bob McDowell 
Kerry Schmitt 

Newsletter Editor 
  Kerry Schmitt 


