
 

 

Special points of interest: 

 Join us at 9:00am on Sunday, November 3 in Calvary Fellowship 
Hall for Shoebox packing. 

 A luncheon will be held on Sunday, November 17 following our 
Worship Service to honor our veterans. 

 Echo Valley will be performing on November 22 in Trinity Center 
Sanctuary. 

 The Church Office will be closed November 28 in observance of the 
Thanksgiving Holiday. 
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Echo Valley Bluegrass Concert 

Join us on November 22, 2019 at 
7:00pm for Echo Valley and bring a 
friend! Cost is $8 for adults. Children 
under 18 are free. Echo Valley has 
been entertaining people of all ages 
since 2009 with their variety of 
traditional bluegrass, gospel, Celtic, 
and folk styles. With their unique 
blend of six sisters and one brother, 
this group impresses with their 
superb stage presence, musicianship, 
sibling harmonies, and multi-
instrumental talents. Audiences are 
captivated with Elizabeth's fun-filled 
guitar playing and rich song 
arranging; Emily's award-winning 
fiddling; Isabelle's soulful mandolin 
picking; Olivia's multi-instrumental 
talents; Emmaline's fabulous bass 
slapping; Annamae's sweet soprano; 
and David's show-stopping vocals! 
Please pre-purchase tickets after 
worship or by visiting our website 
www.mcdonaldpres.org. Tickets will 
also be available at the door. 
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Paul and Barnabas Part Ways 

And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each other. Barnabas took Mark with 
him and sailed away to Cyprus.  (Acts 15:39) 

The message of Jesus is always about new beginnings.  “His mercies never come to an end, they are new 
every morning.”  (Lamentations 3:22-23)  God is continually giving grace and that is a good thing because 
we need lots of it!  

One of the great forgiveness stories in the Bible is the reconciliation of Paul and Barnabas.  Acts 15:36-41 
describes a moment in the growth of the church where Paul and Barnabas were set to go out on a missionary 
journey and they were building their missionary team.  It must have been an exciting time.  I think about the 
times that I have been privileged to organize short term mission teams and the work and strategy that goes 
into those efforts.  Essentially Paul and Barnabas were doing the same thing.  They were recruiting willing 
partners to travel with them for a year or more in the next season of their ministry.  Barnabas was very close 
with, and a cousin of John also known as Mark.  We refer to him as John Mark to separate him from John 
the Apostle in the New Testament.  The early church fathers attributed the Gospel of Mark to this man.  He 
was a very influential Christian in the life of the early church.  Barnabas wanted to take him on this journey 
but Paul said no.  Earlier in Acts we see where John Mark left Paul and Barnabas on one of their earlier 
journeys and Paul took it personally.  He considered John Mark an unreliable liability and not fit to be a 
member of this missionary team.   

As I look through the book of Acts, it seems to me that John Mark struggled with Paul taking over 
leadership of the team.  Up until that point in Acts, Barnabas is listed first and Paul is listed second.  
Barnabas had staked his credibility on bringing this controversial figure into the church and now Barnabas 
was having to step back into a more supporting role.  We simply do not know the full details of the tension 
between them, but we know they had a sharp disagreement and they parted ways.  Paul chose Silas and 
Barnabas chose John Mark.  Each of them headed off in different directions to do ministry.   

While this moment was no doubt painful, there are a number of healthy things that happened here: 1) the 
ministry of Christ continued and was actually multiplied.  2) While the disagreement was open and public, 
they did not burn the relationship with each other so badly that it could not be restored.  3) In the course of 
time, all of the parties reconciled and Paul speaks highly of both Barnabas and John Mark. 

Differences in vision and timing can cause stress and 
sometimes division happens, but when we keep Jesus 
as our focus, reconciliation is always possible.  Is 
there someone in your life that you have not fully 
reconciled with?  Is there a relationship that could 
bear more fruit if some kind words were said?  Let’s 
commit together to extend the grace of God wherever 
it might be needed, especially in our personal and 
professional relationships.   

Go and be reconciled to Christ and to the ones you 
love! 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Justin     
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Sunday School  

We start out each morning worshiping in the new Trinity 
Fellowship Hall.  It has been amazing having all the kids 
gather together and praise God during this time.  We praise 
God with two songs that have been voted on by the kids.     
The teachers are doing a great job with the new curriculum 
and the kids seem to like it.  They are digging deep and 
learning how to apply it in an age-appropriate lesson.  I 
look forward to seeing God 
continue to work in the lives 
of our children. 

 

Children’s Church  

You may see the children leave the service earlier than 
before so they can experience an hour lesson with age 
appropriate learning.  We just learned about Moses and the 
burning bush.  The kids got to experience the lesson hands 
on with a decorated room and a flaming bush through 
props.  The kids are sharing about their faith and talking 
about ways they have shared their faith with others.  Please 
pray for continuing growth of this ministry.  

Thank you to everyone who, in ANY way, participated in this year's McFall 
Fest!! 

Through His faithfulness, God blessed our efforts and we were able to 
raise $8,611.19 to supplement our missions and ministry giving and 
programs.  Details of the distributions of funds, once approved by Session, 
will be in the December newsletter. 

WANTED:  2020 McFall Fest Chair  ~ No experience needed ~Training 
provided ~ Contact Michelle Unruh if interested. 

Children & Youth Ministries 

 

reNEW volunteers have done an amazing 
job this year so far!  We have had some 
really terrific moments with students that 
have talked and shared their struggles and 
continue to grow in their faith.   

In October, the students donated some 
much needed items and served at the local 
Nose 2 Tail cat shelter.  We also had a 
Halloween Party later in the month where 
we focused on building relationships with 
each other.  

We are looking forward to continuing to 
see God transform these students.  
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Operation Christmas Child Update 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

   “SHOEBOX PACKING PARTY” 

   CALVARY FELLOWSHIP HALL 

   SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2019 

   9:00 – 10:30 am 
 

   ALL are welcome to attend and lend a hand as we pack 700 shoeboxes! 

   BRING A FRIEND!! 

   Children’s Sunday School students:  Meet us at the packing party! 

 

 “THANK YOU” to everyone for your generous support throughout the year.  Several volunteers have been 
preparing your donations and we are ready to pack!  Now we are in need of shipping donations ($9/box).  

Checks can be made payable to “McDonald Presbyterian Church,” memo “OCC.” 
 

 

** HELP WANTED:  PACKING PARTY SET UP -  FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1 – 9:00AM ** 

You are always welcome to pack your own box(es)!  Bring them on the 3rd  (look for the designated 
drop off area in the parlor) or drop them off during National Collection Week (see below). 

 

 

**  O.C.C. DROP OFF SITE  ** 
McDonald Presbyterian Church (Calvary Center Fellowship Hall) will again serve  

as a drop off site for the shoeboxes.  
 

 A volunteer sign up sheet will be on the Calvary Parlor bulletin board.  Hours are as follows: 
 

 

 

 If you are interested in volunteering with any phase of this ministry, please contact Michelle Unruh 
(412-221-4143) for more information.   

Monday 

Nov. 18 

Tuesday 

Nov. 19 

Wednesday 

Nov. 20 

Thursday 

Nov. 21 

Friday 

Nov. 22 

Saturday 

Nov. 23 

Sunday 

Nov. 24 

Monday 

Nov. 25 

 

10:00am -
noon 

and 

6:00pm -
8:00pm 

  

  

  

9:30am –  

11:30am 

  

10:00am -
noon 

and 

6:00pm -
8:00pm 

  

  

9:30am –  

11:30am 

  

  

10:00am  

– 1:00pm 

  

  

 9:00am –  

11:00am 

  

  

   Noon – 

   2:00pm 

  

  

9:00am  

– noon 
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Announcements 

On Sunday, November 10, we will be honoring our veterans at our 10:45am 
service of worship. The following week on Sunday, November 17 after our 
worship service, we will be holding a special dinner in Trinity Center in honor 
of the veterans of the McDonald community. While our veterans are the 
feature of this dinner, the whole congregation is invited. RSVPs are not 
required but are welcomed. For questions or to RSVP call 412-737-0773 or 
use the connection card to let us know that you and your family plan to attend.  

VETERANS APPRECIATION DINNER 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING 

We will be setting up Christmas trees following the church service on Sunday, November 24. Men are 
needed. Remaining decorating will take place at 9:00am on Monday, November 25.  

COOKIES FOR COPS 

Thank you for your service and dedication! 

God Bless You, McDonald Presbyterian Church 

 
Our October Cookies for Cops was a huge success.  We had a great assortment of 
cookies and were able to give away 47 dozen cookies to eight different police 
departments – all in one day.  We now deliver cookies to McDonald, Cecil 
Township, Ingram, McKees Rocks, Moon Township, North Fayette, South Fayette 
and Mt. Pleasant.  If you would like to participate, bake the cookies at home and 
bring to the Calvary Fellowship Hall on the first Sunday of each month.  We will 
skip the month of December as they already receive a lot of goodies during the 
holidays.  Hope to see you in November! 

Thank you for your 
support!  It is greatly 

appreciated by all of us 
at the Moon Township 

Police Department.  
Thank you for the 

cookies! 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you and all of those involved with the 

"Cookies for Cops" program. Again, thank 
you very much for everything and keep 

those cookies coming!!!   
They are delicious!!!   

John Doherty, Chief of Police, Ingram Boro 
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Joy Filled You Women’s Event 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE … WHILE SHOPPPING THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! 

What is AmazonSmile? It’s a website operated by Amazon that lets customers 
enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices, and convenient 
shopping features as on Amazon.com. The difference is that when customers 
shop on AmazonSmile (smile.Amazon.com), the AmazonSmile Foundation 
will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to the charitable 
organization selected by customers. 

When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are prompted to select a 
charitable organization. Please select McDonald Presbyterian Church. There is 
no cost to the charitable organization or to AmazonSmile customers.  

You can make a difference. You shop. Amazon donates. (MPC thanks you!) 

Attention Ladies!!  

We are having a women's event called JOY FILLED YOU that will be held on Saturday, December 7 
from 9:00am to 11:00am.  Join us in Trinity Fellowship Hall for a tea party combined with worship 
and the Word.  This event will focus on choosing joy in the midst of suffering and trials.  All women 
college age or older are invited to participate.  Tickets will be available following the service on 
November 3, 10, and 17 with a suggested donation of $20. 

All proceeds will benefit Choices Pregnancy Center. 

You do not want to miss this time of fellowship and worship. We want you there!  

If you are interested in helping with this event please email karengoss@mcdonaldpres.org or call the 
church office. 
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Cornerstone Campaign – Trinity Center Dedication 

Year End Giving Update 

On September 29th we held a special luncheon and ribbon 
cutting ceremony for the new Fellowship Hall, Kitchen and 
Restroom project in Trinity Center.  We had a packed house and 
celebrated well together in that space.  It was a challenging 
project with a fantastic result.  We are blessed to have so many 
wonderful volunteers and committed members of our 
congregation work together to make this project happen.  

  

This month we sent out letters speaking about the campaign and 
our continuing vision for improving our facilities.  This will 
happen as soon as we have the resources to do so.  Please 
consider making a pledge to our campaign if you have not 
already done so.  We would love to have 
close to 100% member support.  God has big 
plans for us and facilities are just one part of 
that.   

It is always amazing to see how God comes through for our congregation year after year.  In 2019 we 
took on a very reasonable faith increase to our budget and brought on Karen Goss as a staff person for 
Children and Youth.  Karen is doing a fantastic job and we are so pleased to have her.  We tackled a 
number of facility projects that included the full renovation of Trinity Fellowship Hall, Kitchen, 
preschool, and Restrooms.  We also invested in furnace maintenance and so many other expenses that go 
unseen in the operation of a church.   

Each year we depend upon giving in November and December to help us complete our budget and this 
year that support is needed once again.  Please prayerfully consider what you are able to contribute in this 
critical season.  We pray that we will be able to finish the year with great strength and energy for 2020 
and beyond. 
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Christmas Cantata 

LITTLE LION, LITTLE LAMB 
COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CANTATA 

  
We are so very excited to be able to host at Trinity Center this beautiful Christmas Cantata.  We have 
friends from several different local churches joining us to prepare and perform this wonderful Christmas 
work.   You are sure to be moved by the narrative, the words of the songs and the delightful variety of 
musical styles woven into this piece by the talented composer/arranger – Heather Sorensen.  Please plan 
to join us for either or both performances.  They will be Friday, December 13 and Sunday, December 15 

starting at 7:30pm.  For an extra treat, refreshments will be served following the performance in the 
fellowship hall.  We hope you will also extend an invitation to friends, family and neighbors for this 
special holiday event. 
 
 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CANTATA PRACTICE SCHEDULE 
  

All rehearsals will be held at Trinity Center starting at 6:30pm to 8:00pm. 

Sunday, Oct. 27 
Sunday, Nov. 3 

Monday, Nov. 11 
Sunday, Nov. 17 
Sunday, Nov. 24 
Monday, Dec. 2 

Final Rehearsal for the week of December 8 yet to be determined 
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Worship Assistant Schedule 

 

DATE 
LAY    

LEADERS 
ACOLYTES GREETERS 

YOUNG  

 DISCIPLES 
HOSPITALITY 

CHILDREN’S 
CHURCH 

Nov 3 

Molly  

Maxwell  

Kimberly 
Munoz  & 

Luke Gladden  Shirl Krenn 

Shoebox  

Dedication  
Shirley & Amy 

Esposito  Karen Goss 

Nov 10 Diane Nation  

Logan &  

 DJ Slovick  
Debbie & 

Cliff Elicker Syndria Lowe  Jamie Slack  Karen Goss 

Nov 17 Ed Nalesnick  

Katie Nemec  

& Acolyte 
Needed  Peggy Samarin Linda Matchett  Karen Goss 

Nov 24 

Debbie  

Elicker  

Jillian Panizza 

& Acolyte 
Needed   Linda Matchett  Katie McDowell  Karen Goss 

Choir Rehearsal Schedule 

Thursday, November 7  Bell Choir  6:00pm 
     Praise Team  7:10pm 
     Adult Choir  7:30pm 

Thursday, November 14  Youth Choir  6:30pm 
     Praise Team  7:10pm 
     Adult Choir  7:30pm 

Thursday, November 21  Youth Choir  6:30pm 
     Adult Choir  7:15pm 
 
Tuesday, November 26  Bell Choir  6:00pm 
     Adult Choir  7:30pm  



 

 

 Dixie & Gary Haberland 11/9 

 Joy & Rich Snatchko  11/22 

Tom Maxwell  11/9 

Betty McWreath 11/9  

Pat Powell  11/9 

Lois Meehan  11/11 

Heather Bianchini 11/12 

Brayden Jordan 11/12 

Katie McDowell 11/14 
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Joys and Concerns 

Robert McDowell 11/1 

Kara Wockley  11/1 

Diane Shepherd 11/4 

Joan Pryor  11/5 

Elsie Koch  11/7 

Randy Klimas  11/8 

Janet Crawford 11/9 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

   Elmer Brown            Helen Catrain            Sylvia Cimarolli 

   Hilda Glass  Julie Hanzcar  Dorothy Penberthy 

                Dorothy Alrutz (Hawthorne Woods) 

                Larry Doak (H. John Heinz III Progressive Center ) 

                Peggy Hughey (Hawthorne Woods) 

      Mary Ann Johnen (Presbyter ian Senior  Care) 

      Laurain Lacotte (Vanadium Woods) 

               Connie Walker (Helen Purcell Home) 

Alicia Slovick  11/14 

Karen Altman  11/15 

Dennis Cooper 11/19 

Evan Tidd  11/19 

Jennifer Guidice 11/20 

Bob Parkison  11/27 

Lana Longstreth 11/29 
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MONTHLY EVENTS 

Nov 3  Communion 

Nov 4 & 18 Lunch Ladies Bible Study (Noon)  

Nov 5 & 19 Paulin Bible Study (6pm) 

Nov 11  Session Meeting (6:30pm) 

Nov 19  Deacon Steering Meeting (9:00am) 

Nov 21  Lioness Meeting (7pm)  

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

   November 3  Shoebox Packing Party & Dedication 

   November 22  Echo Valley Bluegrass Concert 

   November 28  Thanksgiving ~ Office Closed  

    

The McDonald Food Bank is requesting donations of cereal for the month of November.  Items can be 

dropped off in Calvary Parlor. Please contact Ed Nalesnick with any questions.  

WEEKLY EVENTS 

SUNDAYS    9:30am Sunday School  

   10:45am Worship  

 

WEDNESDAYS reNEW Trinity Center 

   (6-7:30pm) 

 

THURSDAYS Choir (See Page 9 for details) 

 

FRIDAYS  AA Calvary Center  

November 2019 



 

 

McDonald Presbyterian Church is a mid-sized congregation located in 

McDonald, PA that exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  Our worship, service and outreach are all focused on helping others 

experience the love of God and the joy that comes from knowing Him.  We 

love what we do and who we are when we come together as a community of 

God’s people.  Our door is always open, and we look forward to meeting 

you and welcoming you into our fellowship.  

Worship Site: 
202 West Lincoln Avenue 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Office Location: 
119 Station Street 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Phone:  (724) 926-8561 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 

McDONALD 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH  
November 2019 Newsletter 

RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

Visit our website: 
mcdonaldpres.org 

Non Profit Org. 
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PERMIT NO. 9 

GET CONNECTED ... BE ENGAGED 

 

WORSHIP  

Sundays @ 10:45 a.m. Calvary Center  

 

DISCOVER 

Join a Community Life Group 

reNEW Youth Ministry always welcomes new faces 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

Help pack OCC Shoeboxes 

Bring a friend to the Echo Valley Bluegrass Concert 

 

ACT 

Volunteer for Hospitality or sit at the Welcome Desk 

Volunteer for Children’s Church 

Pastor 
Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 
(724) 699-0157 

Administrative Assistant 
Malisa Silassy 

malisa@mcdonaldpres.org 

Operations Officer 
Tom Maxwell 

Bookkeeper:  Connie Buydasz 
bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org 

Catalyst for Children’s Ministries  
Karen Goss 

karengoss@mcdonaldpres.org 

Choir Director 
  Syndria Lowe 

Assistant Choir Director 
Heidi Betschart 

Custodial Staff 
Pat Powell  

Bob McDowell 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Malisa Silassy 


