
 

 

Special points of interest: 

 Join us at 9:15am on Sunday, November 4 in Calvary Fellowship 
Hall for Shoebox packing. 

 A luncheon will be held on Sunday, November 11 following our 
Worship Service to honor our veterans. 

 A New Member Conference will be held on November 18 from 5-
7pm. 

 The Church Office will be closed November 22-23 in observance of 
the Thanksgiving Holiday. 
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Faith-Filled Vision for the Future 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for evil, to give 
you a future and a hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11). This verse has been a long-time mantra of mine. It comforts 
me and excites me. God has something good and amazing in store and I can’t wait to experience it! That’s 
how I felt leaving the Vision Luncheon last Sunday after church. Our church leadership has prayed and 
discussed long and hard about the future of MPC, and we have a vision to which we believe God is 
calling us. 

We, as a congregation, have been working this past year on equipping ourselves to be better disciples of 
Christ in order to make more disciples. We have implemented new programs, increased our concentration 
on spiritual growth and faith journeys, and taken many more opportunities to stop and pray so that we 
remain God-centered. It’s a process and we are making good progress. 

Now, we feel we are ready for bolder actions. We recently hired Karen Goss as our Children’s Ministry 
Catalyst. She has a passion and a calling that fits our vision for the type of programming and outreach we 
hope to accomplish through Children and Family Ministry. (Check out page 3 for more on the impact 
Karen is already having.) 

On the heels of hiring Karen, we are stepping out in faith in regard to our facilities. We are blessed with 
two beautiful buildings that, sadly, are not being used to their full potential. (Look out HGTV—we have a 
reno project in store that will amaze viewers!)  

The vision for Calvary Center is to modify space so that all Sunday School classes and Children’s Church 
can be held under one roof. The plans are to revamp some spaces (such as the current Children’s Church 
area) and construct others (adding two classrooms in the Fellowship Hall). All plans are to make the 
space as multi-functional as possible while providing a fun, Christ-centered atmosphere where children 
can grow and learn.  

Each floor of the building will be modified in some way. The basement floor will be mostly a dedicated 
children’s area yet will allow for small to mid-sized fellowship gatherings. The first floor New 
Beginnings room will be modified to allow for more fellowship space while keeping a reserved room for 
quiet study and prayer. The rooms on the third floor will be renovated or combined to make the best use 
of the space. 

Continued on page 3 
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Spiritual Renewal 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.  (Romans 12:2) 

Spiritual Renewal is at the center of what it is to be the gathered people of God.  By nature, we drift away 
from our Lord and fail to walk in his ways.  The pressures of this world and the subtle tendencies of 
idolizing culture and wealth sap away our spiritual fervor.  If we have experienced the miracle of faith and 
have accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, then God is always calling us to be close to him.  He will 
never leave you if you are one of his called and chosen ones.  We may leave Him and we may sway in our 
obedience and diligence, but He never does.   

Barna Research Group released statistics for 2018 that says six in ten U.S. adults say that the Bible has 
transformed their lives.  That means that four out of every ten adults most certainly do not have a personal 
relationship with Jesus and many more are in need of spiritual renewal.  When we are not connected to Jesus 
in a daily and intimate way, we are attempting to live on our own strength and not rest in the arms of Jesus, 
our true and loving Father.   

Our first step is to admit that we could use some spiritual renewal.  That simple admission is a statement of 
humility, but it must not be a disqualifying factor in ministry.  Serving Jesus and spreading his Word are an 
essential part of our spiritual renewal.  Because of the cross, we are covered for our sins and commissioned 
to go out in the midst of our weakness and imperfection and share what it means to be a follower of Jesus.  
But let’s not get ahead of ourselves.   

All renewal begins with and is sustained by prayer.  Prayer, worship and finding our spiritual connection 
with the Living God are what enables any person or group of believers to move forward in ministry and in 
the task of accomplishing our daily lives in the context of faith. 

A church family that is healthy is seeing increase in faith and practice.  There is no pretense that members of 
the body are perfect or without fault.  On the contrary, the brokenness of those who gather is shared in the 
context of Christ overcoming the obstacles that exist in our lives.   

This month we are talking about a vision for 
our church family and for the ministry that will 
take place in renovated facilities.  It begins 
with prayer and spiritual renewal, it is 
demonstrated by the commitment of each one 
of us to be obedient to Christ in our lives and 
to be willing to sacrifice for his Glory and for 
the encouragement of the people of God.  May 
our Community Life Groups, ministries to 
children and youth, and our openness in prayer 
increase! 

  In His Service, 

      
  Pastor Justin 

 



 

 

Faith-Filled Vision (continued from page 1) 

NOVEMBER 2018  Page 3 

 

The vision for Trinity is for it to be our Outreach Center. Many updates are planned for this building. The 
Fellowship Hall and restrooms will get long overdue replacements and renovations. The first floor will still 
house offices and meeting rooms, and the sanctuary area will be renovated into a multi-purpose space.  
Yes, the pews will be removed.  However, the carpeting will remain.  The integrity and beauty of this area 
will be kept intact. This space will not be turned into a gymnasium! It will become an open area where the 
possibilities are endless. Fellowship functions can be held in this space, as can our annual Gift of Music, 
community gatherings, and VBS.  As our visions continue to grow for future outreach ministries, the rooms 
on the third floor of Trinity will be adapted as necessary. 

And now you’re probably asking, “Well, who’s going to pay for all this?”  Honestly, that’s where you 
come in.  It is the hope of Pastor Justin, the Session and the Deacon Leadership Team that you share in our 
excitement of this vision.  I get it – I don’t have one of those brains either.  I can’t picture a finished 
product or imagine the logistics of doing things a new way in a different space. But what I do have is a love 
of the Lord and a heart for this church. I know the difference that this church has made in my life, and I 
want others to experience that. Our church has survived a merger and a denomination change.  And not just 
survived, but thrived. We already have a future and a hope.  God already 
has an amazing plan for us.  We now need to step out and embrace who it 
is he wants us to be and what it is he wants this church to be.  In the 
coming weeks, you will be getting information about our capital 
campaign and the ways the money is specifically going to be used to 
renovate both Calvary and Trinity Centers.  Please prayerfully consider 
the role you can play in helping us to fulfill this vision.   

   By Newsletter Editor and Session Member, Patty Doane 

Children’s Church has some exciting changes! Our new Karen (Goss) has 
added a VBS atmosphere to the crafts and the stories. One child even said, 
“This is the best Children’s Church ever!”  

Everyone involved in Children’s Ministry leadership is praying for 12 
volunteers to join in Children’s Church before the new year. With 12 new 
volunteers, each person would only serve once every 3 months (only 4 

times a year!) No experience is needed. 

Sunday School is making even bigger changes. The kids are all memorizing the 23rd Psalm and taking two 
minutes to pray in silence every Sunday. We welcomed Dana Martin as a new Sunday School teacher and 
we have started holding two different openings based on age. 

We will have our annual shoe box packing party on Sunday, November 4. The Operation Christmas Child 
committee is all set to pack 650 shoeboxes! Come to Calvary Center Fellowship Hall at 9:15am to pack 
boxes and have fellowship. The packing will continue after Sunday service with pizza and more fellowship. 
If you were at VBS this summer, you might even get a chance to pack one of your donations. The money 
you donated at VBS will be used for part of the shipping costs for 650 boxes. 

Also, the packing fun will continue on Wednesday, November 7 with those who attend reNEW. 



 

 

 “SHOEBOX PACKING PARTY” 

  SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2018 

  9:15 – 10:30 am   and   noon - ? * 

CALVARY FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 

ALL are welcome to attend and lend a hand as we pack 650 shoeboxes! 

BRING A FRIEND!! 

Packing shoeboxes should be fun, not stressful.  We'll take our time and do it right!  The party will 
begin at 9:15am and we will pack as many boxes as possible until 10:30am.  If you can't make it in 

the morning, don't worry!  The fun will continue with a PIZZA party for anyone who is able to stay 
after worship to help finish packing.  Hope to see you all there!  

 

 “THANK YOU” to everyone for your generous support throughout the year.  Several volunteers 
have been preparing your donations and we will soon be ready to pack!  Now we are in need of shipping 
donations ($9/box).  Checks can be made payable to “McDonald Presbyterian Church,” memo “OCC.” 

 

** HELP WANTED:  PACKING PARTY SET UP -  FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2 – 9:00AM ** 

 

You are always welcome to pack your own box(es)!  Bring them on the 4th (look for the designated 
drop off area in the parlor) or drop them off during National Collection Week (see below). 

 

O.C.C. DROP OFF CENTER UPDATE 

 

McDonald Presbyterian Church will again serve as a drop off location for the shoeboxes.  We will operate 
out of the Calvary Center Fellowship Hall per the following schedule.  A volunteer sign up sheet is located 
in Calvary Parlor.

 

 

 If you have questions or are interested in volunteering with any phase of this ministry,  

please contact Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143) for more information.   

Monday 

Nov. 12 

Tuesday 

Nov. 13 

Wednesday 

Nov. 14 

Thursday 

Nov. 15 

Friday 

Nov. 16 

Saturday 

Nov. 17 

Sunday 

Nov. 18 

Monday 

Nov. 19 

10 am-noon 

and 

6 - 8pm  

9:30 – 
11:30am 

 10 am-noon 

and 

6 – 8 pm 

 9:30 – 
11:30am 

9:30 – 
11:30am 

 9 – 11am 
Noon – 

2pm 
 10 am –

noon 
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Announcements 

THANK YOU!  

to everyone who contributed in any way to making our 2018 McFall Fest another great 
success.  Final numbers have not yet been tallied but a full report will be available in 
next month’s newsletter. This event truly “takes a village” to make it work. Together, we 
at MPC are doing great things to further the kingdom of God. 

On Sunday, November 11, we will be honoring our veterans and recognizing our 
scouts at our 10:45am service of worship. After our worship service, we will be 
holding a special dinner in Trinity Center in honor of the veterans of the McDonald 
community. While our veterans are the feature of this dinner, the whole congregation 
is invited. RSVPs are not required but are welcomed. Contact Debbie Elicker or use 
the connection card to let us know that you and your family plan to attend.  

VETERANS APPRECIATION DINNER 

AVIS ARBOR MISSION PROJECT 

The Ladies Lunch Group Bible Study is inviting all of our covenant partners to join us in a mission project.  
We will be collecting toiletries for Avis Arbor for women and children needing refuge from unfortunate 
home situations. Items that are needed are: combs, brushes, body wash, deodorant, body lotion, hair gel, nail 
files, sewing kits, any type of socks, etc.  A basket is available in the parlor to drop off your items.  Thank 
you in advance for supporting this project. 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING 

Over the past two years we have changed the Christmas decorations in our 
sanctuary with simple white lights to remind us that “Jesus is the light that 
came into the world.” We intend to add more white lights this year, not only to 
the sanctuary, but to the bushes outside both of our church buildings, so that 
the outside of our church is as beautiful as the inside. With this in mind, 
Sunday, November 25 has been chosen for decorating the church following 
worship. Since the Christmas trees were put away whole last year, they just 
need to be moved out and leveled. Some wreaths need fluffed and other easy 
decorating needs to be done.  

 If many of you stay following worship that day, we will be done within an 
hour and we will have pizza and soda for you at the hospitality table!  If you would instead like to help with 
the bush lights, that can be done on a different day.  The Steeler game is later in the afternoon, so please 
help out with beautifying our church for this most sacred season.  Let Linda Matchett know if you can help. 
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S UP  UP  YOUR  S UL  ~  Monday, December 3 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE … WHILE SHOPPPING! 

What is AmazonSmile? It’s a website operated by Amazon that lets customers 
enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices, and convenient shopping 
features as on Amazon.com. The difference is that when customers shop on 
AmazonSmile (smile.Amazon.com), the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to the charitable organization selected by 
customers. 

When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are prompted to select a charitable 
organization. Please select McDonald Presbyterian Church. There is no cost to the 

charitable organization or to AmazonSmile customers.  

You can make a difference. You shop. Amazon donates. (MPC thanks you!) 

Soup Up Your Soul is an exciting new ministry that is helping us to reach our vision as a congregation.  
Our Deacon Care Team members have stepped out in faith to transform their monthly Deacons Meeting 
into a hospitality and prayer night.  Two such nights have been hosted already and we are looking 
forward to many more.   

People are asking what exactly this new thing is and if it something that they should attend.  Here is what 

this event has become:  Our Deacons work together to host a wonderful meal of soup and assorted treats.  
(By the way the food has been fantastic!)  We gather at 6:00pm in Trinity Center Fellowship Hall and 
enjoy our meal together.  After supper, one of our Deacon Care Team members shares a few brief 

announcements and then we move into a 5 to 10 minute devotion led by one of our Covenant Partners. 

Following the devotion, Pastor Justin leads in a time of prayer requests and then we break into table 
groups for conversation and prayer.  Both times that we have done this, all have enjoyed it and benefited 
personally from the time of gathering and prayer.  The challenge at the end of each meeting is to then go 

out and share the devotion that was spoken with someone else.  This can be a family member, friend or 
shut-in.   

This is also the place to come if you are in need of 
some special prayer yourself.  Of course you are not 

required to pray out loud, but you will be blessed if you 
do!  Everything is wrapped up by 7:30pm.   

So yes, you should come and children are welcome.  
This is a great way to be the church together and to 

discover what true Christian Fellowship is like.    
Currently we have been hosting just under 20 people 
and we would love to see it grow to 40 or more people 

coming out.  Going forward these nights should be on 
the first Monday of the month.  Our next meeting is 
planned for Monday December 3rd and we look 

forward to the spiritual energy that will be created from 
us meeting and praying together. 
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Worship Assistant Schedule 

 

DATE GREETERS ACOLYTES LAY LEADERS 
YOUNG  

 DISCIPLES 
HOSPITALITY 

November 4 Linda Matchett 
Julia Amsler & 

Tom Gilbert Syndria Lowe Michelle Unruh 
Peggy Samarin &   

Gerry Rossi 

November 11 Walter Phillips 
Katie Nemec & 

Emma Ware Diane Nation Volunteer Needed Syndria Lowe 

November 18 

Melanie       
Diamond & 

Katie Nemec 
Adam Unruh & 

Sam Unruh Mike Jewell Linda Matchett Linda Matchett 

November 25 
Debbie & Cliff 

Elicker 
Jillian Panizza & 

Abby Weiler Dana Martin Stump the Pastor Brenda Chichke 

November Communion Servers:  
Connie Buydasz, Patty Doane, Ed Gilbert, Brian Kocian, Jim Martin, Ed Nalesnick 

Choir Rehearsal Schedule 

Thursday, November 1  Youth Choir  6:35pm + stay to practice with Adults 
     Praise Team  7:10pm 
     Adult Choir  7:30pm 

Thursday, November 8  Bell Choir  6:00pm 
     Praise Team  7:10pm 
     Adult Choir  7:30pm 

Thursday, November 15  Youth Choir  6:35pm 
     Praise Team  7:10pm 
     Adult Choir  7:30pm 

Tuesday, November 20  Bell Choir  6:00pm 
     Praise Team  7:10pm 
     Adult Choir  7:30pm 

Thursday, November 29  Youth Choir  6:35pm 
     Praise Team  7:10pm 
     Adult Choir  7:30pm with Bells 



 

 

 Dixie & Gary Haberland 11/9 

 Joy & Rich Snatchko  11/22 

Ella Oliveira  11/9 

Pat Powell  11/9 

Lois Meehan  11/11 

Heather Bianchini 11/12 

Brayden Jordan 11/12 

Katie McDowell 11/14 

Alicia Slovick  11/14 

Karen Altman  11/15 
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   Mrs. Sylvia Cimarolli 

        Miss Julie Hanzcar 

     Ms. Laurain Lacotte 

                Mrs. Dorothy Penberthy 

Larry Doak, H. John Heinz III Progressive Center  
First Floor South Hall, 1010 Delafield Road, Pittsburgh PA 15215 

 
Peggy Hughey, Hawthorne Woods 

 791 Locust Avenue, Room 104, Washington PA 15301 
 

Mary Ann Johnen, Presbyter ian Senior  Care 
Southmont Room 528, 880 South Main Street, Washington PA 15301 

 
Laurain Locotte, Vanadium Woods 

Apt 118, 50 Vanadium Road, Bridgeville PA 15017 
 

Jack Penderville, Mt. Vernon of South Park  
1400 Riggs Road, Room 40D, South Park PA 15129 

 
Rosemarie Rocher, Country Meadows of South Hills 

 3564 Washington Pike, Building #4 Room 404, Bridgeville PA 15017 
 

Connie Walker, Helen Purcell Home 
1854 Norwood Boulevard, Health Care Unit, Zanesville OH 43701 

Dennis Cooper 11/19 

Evan Tidd  11/19 

Jennifer Guidice 11/20 

Hannah Mohon 11/21 

Bob Parkison  11/27 

Lana Longstreth 11/29 

Harry Masquelier 11/30 

Robert McDowell 11/1 

Carol Berthold  11/4 

Diane Shepherd 11/4 

Joan Pryor  11/5 

Randy Klimas  11/8 

Janet Crawford 11/9 

Tom Maxwell  11/9 

Betty McWreath 11/9  
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WEEKLY EVENTS 

 SUNDAYS    Sunday School  (9:30am) 
    Worship (10:45am) 

 

 MONDAYS  Girl Scouts (5th & 19th) 

  

 TUESDAYS  Boy Scouts 

    
 WEDNESDAYS reNEW (6pm) 

 
 THURSDAYS Choir (See Page 7) 

 
 FRIDAYS  AA (Trinity Center) 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

  November 4  Communion 

  November 6 & 20 Paulin Bible Study (6pm) 

  November 12  Session Meeting (6:30pm) 

  November 13  Deacon Leadership Team (9am) 

  November 13  Dartball 

  November 15  Newsletter Deadline 

  December 3  Soup Up Your Soul (6pm) 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

  November 2  Shoe Box Packing Set-up (9am Calvary) 

  November 4  Shoebox Sunday 

  November 5  2019 Budget Meeting (6:30pm) 

  November 10 Trustee Outdoor Work Day (9am) 

  November 11 Veteran Luncheon @ Trinity following Worship 

  November 12-19 Shoebox Drop Off (see page 4 for times) 

  November 18 New Member Conference (5-7pm) 

  November 22-23 Thanksgiving (Office Closed) 

       November 25 Christmas Decorating after Worship 

November 2018 



 

 

McDonald Presbyterian Church is a mid-sized congregation located in 

McDonald, PA that exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  Our worship, service and outreach are all focused on helping others 

experience the love of God and the joy that comes from knowing Him.  We 

love what we do and who we are when we come together as a community of 

God’s people.  Our door is always open, and we look forward to meeting 

you and welcoming you into our fellowship.  

Worship Site: 
202 West Lincoln Avenue 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Office Location: 
119 Station Street 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Phone:  (724) 926-8561 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 

McDONALD 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH  

Pastor 
Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 
(724) 699-0157 

Administrative Assistant 
Malisa Silassy 

malisa@mcdonaldpres.org 

Operations Officer 
Tom Maxwell 

Bookkeeper:  Connie Buydasz 
bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org 

Children’s Ministries Staff 
Karen Goss 

karengoss@mcdonaldpres.org 
Karin Munoz 

karin@mcdonaldpres.org 

Choir Director 
  Syndria Lowe 

Assistant Choir Director 
Heidi Betschart 

Custodial Staff 
Pat Powell  

Bob McDowell 

Newsletter Editor:  Patty Doane 

November 2018 Newsletter 

RETURN SERVICE 
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Visit our website: 
mcdonaldpres.org 
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GET CONNECTED ... BE ENGAGED 

 

WORSHIP  

Sundays @ 10:45 a.m. Calvary Center  

 

DISCOVER 

Attend a Soup Up Your Soul event 

reNEW Youth Ministry always welcomes new faces 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

Help pack OCC Shoeboxes 

Volunteer for Hospitality or sit at the Welcome Desk 

 

ACT 

Join the new Prayer Group 

Volunteer for Children’s Church 


