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MCFALL FOOD FEST:  

WINNER WINNER BRAISED BURGER DINNER 

Planning a food-only McFall Fest was a bittersweet experience. We missed the many hands involved and the 
exciting treasures awaiting in the resale shop, the basket auction and vendor stands. That was the ‘bitter.’  
The sweet part was being able to pull together an event like none we’ve ever done and have it turn out a 
great success.  Many thanks to those who willingly volunteered their time and talents (especially technical 
talents!).  It was a fun, busy day and we were blessed to fellowship, feed the community and provide for our 
mission partners who are really hurting in these times.  We were able to raise over $4,000 and will soon be 
deciding how best to disperse the funds. Don’t ever doubt for a minute that God has His mighty hand in all 
things.  His plans are always divine and reap harvest beyond anything we can imagine. 

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose. Romans 8:28  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A28&version=ESV


 

 

Page 2 

Pastor’s Page 
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REMEMBERING AND BEING THANKFUL:  

A MAJOR MILESTONE IS COMPLETE. 

 

Then take care lest you forget the Lord, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery. Deuteronomy 6:12 

 

In Scripture, God’s people are frequently charged to “remember.” Our Lord knows how easy it is for us to 
forget. We tend to give ourselves too much credit for all of the difficult times that he has delivered us 
through.  We often live in a state of “grumping and complaining” rather than overflowing with 
thankfulness.  It is worth pointing out that if we fail to remember what God has done then it is hard to 
thank him for it.  Each of us have great blessings and taking some time this month to look back and be 
thankful will be time well spent.  It is amazing how thankfulness prepares us for the next great thing that 
God is about to do.  Remembering what he did prepares our hearts to trust him to lead us over the next 
hill.    

The major milestone that I am speaking of in our congregation is the completion of the inherited deferred 
maintenance that was present across our campus at the time of the merger in 2006.  Since that time our 
congregation has stepped up in dramatic ways.  Calvary Center welcomed the installation of its beautiful 
tile roof just before the merger, and our loan for that project was paid off early.  The inside of Calvary has 
been completely repainted with significant drywall and plaster repairs.  All restrooms have been 
remodeled, and two additional restrooms were added.  Air conditioning has been added, heating systems 
have been replaced, and the lighting has been upgraded. Parts of the sidewalks around both buildings have 
been replaced. We completely reconstructed the kitchen and fellowship hall of Trinity Center. We are in 
the process of installing emergency lighting.  Serious water problems have been resolved in both 
buildings. We connected four properties to the new sanitary sewer system in McDonald. The slate roof on 
Calvary Manse was completely refurbished. The shingled roof on Trinity Manse was replaced.   These 
were all major concerns at the time.   

Finally, we have been able to complete the very last section of shingles on Trinity Center.  Unfortunately, 
this roof was not installed correctly just before the merger, and it has been a 10 year project to repair and 
replace it.  This was a major goal of the Cornerstone Campaign, and it is something that we are very 
thankful for.  This last section of roof was a $35,000 investment and includes all new flashing, replaced 
sheeting where needed, high quality ice guard/underlayment products and Owens Corning Duration 50 
year shingles.  Probably, there is not a single one of us who did not have doubts about being able to tackle 
this ambitious project at some point along the way. However, we encouraged each other at just the right 
time for us to reach the end together.  There were days we wanted to curse the building and even a day 
that I asked for a quote to “tear it down.”  But that was not to be.  The Lord wants us to have these spaces 
for us and for our children. Thank you for walking with us and now celebrating with us.  As the Lord told 
Zechariah: “Those who despised the day of small things will rejoice.”  And so we rejoice today.   

Pastor Justin 

 

Now I commend you because you remember me in everything and maintain 
the traditions even as I delivered them to you. – I Corinthians 11:2 
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RENEW UPDATE 

ReNEW Youth Group has several fun activities planned for 
November.  First, on Wednesday evening, November 11th, during our 
regularly scheduled youth group, we will have a Nerf Gun war outside 
(weather permitting).  Students are encouraged to bring their Nerf 
Guns if they have them.  Then, on Friday, November 13th, we will 
sponsor another movie night, which will be held indoors at Trinity 
Fellowship Hall.  The movie will be "God's Not Dead 2".  There will 
be an open recreation time upstairs in the sanctuary, until the movie 
starts at 8 pm.  We will provide drinks and popcorn and hotdogs.  All 
members of the family are invited to attend.   

There will be a traditional Thanksgiving dinner for the students on 
Wednesday, November 18th during the normally scheduled youth group 
session.  There will be no youth group on Wednesday, November 25th for 
the Thanksgiving break.  Any students in grades 5th through 12th are 
welcome to attend ReNEW Youth Group.  We meet every Wednesday 
from 6 pm until 7:45 pm.  As always, we are in need of adult volunteers.  
Please contact Mary Bennett or Justin Amsler if you are willing and able 
to help out, even if it's only occasionally.  Thank you, and have a great 
month!  

TRINITY ROOF REPAIRS 

Thank you to everyone who made these  

great improvements possible. 
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MCPRESBY NEWS  

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  
 

“SHOEBOX DEDICATION SUNDAY” 

  NOVEMBER 8, 2020 

 

What a different kind of year it has been.  “THANK YOU” to everyone for your generous support despite 
our inability to meet regularly for several months.  At press time, we will have 568 shoeboxes 
packed/collected – only 157 shy of our goal of blessing 725 kids this year!  We can do it! 

If you are packing shoebox gifts at home, please take them to Calvary Center Parlor or Trinity 
Center Library hallway until November 8th or drop them off during  

National Collection Week (see below).   

Again, please consider including the $9 suggested donation to defray shipping costs  

and printing of gospel materials. 

Don’t forget, you can “Build a Box” online through the Samaritan’s Purse website. 

 

Please call Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143) for details about this or with ANY QUESTIONS. 

 

 We are always grateful for shipping donations ($9/box).   

Checks can be made payable to “McDonald Presbyterian Church,” memo “OCC.”   

(We packed 400 shoeboxes with your donations, so that comes to $3600) 

**  O.C.C. (CURBSIDE) DROP OFF SITE  ** 

McDonald Presbyterian Church (Calvary Center Fellowship Hall) will again serve as a drop off site for the 
shoeboxes.  

Hours are as follows: 

 

  

     Thank you to everyone who has been supplying Ida Galicic with yarn as she 
crochets hats. She is overwhelmed by your generosity and her supply is quite 
full.  No yarn is needed until further notice.   

Monday 

Nov. 16 

Tuesday 

Nov. 17 

Wednesday 

Nov. 18 

Thursday 

Nov. 19 

Friday 

Nov. 20 

Saturday 

Nov. 21 

Sunday 

Nov. 22 

Mon-
day 

Nov. 23 

10 am-
noon 

and 

6pm- 8pm 

  

  

  

9:30 – 
11:30am 

  

10 am-noon 

and 

6 – 8 pm 

  

  

9:30 – 
11:30am 

  

  

10 am – 
1pm 

  

  

 9 – 11 am 

  

  

   noon– 

   2 pm 

  

  

9 am – 

noon 
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COMMUNITY LIFE GROUPS ~ FALL UPDATES 

Community Life groups are going strong heading into the cooler 
months. Contact your group leader if that is something that you would 
like to get started.  Our office staff and Pastor Justin can advise on 
how to make it happen  

The Upper Room: The Upper  Room Bible Study meets in the 
Trinity Parlor on Sunday mornings from 9:00-10:00 am.  Presently, 
we are finishing up Ephesians and will begin studying Philippians.  
We welcome any newcomers!  If you'd like to join, please email 
Debbie Elicker at bamnpap217@comcast.net to receive an invitation. 

Lamplighters: The Lamplighters continue to meet on the 1st, 3rd  and 4th Monday’s in the Trinity 
Fellowship Hall from 7:00 to about 8:30pm.  We have begun our story-telling and it has gone very well.  At 
the time of this writing we are anxiously awaiting our fourth storyteller and have two more waiting in the 
wings!!  We have explored stories from both the Old and New Testament and have enjoyed hearing or 
rehearing a telling of the Prodigal Son, The Garden of Gethsemane, and the story of Esther.  These stories 
have come alive for us, and we have had enjoyable conversations about the facts of the story, the impact on 
the people in the story and its impact or relevance to us in our current lives and these days and times.  Our 
next two stories come from the Old Testament. 

We are also excited to be having our own mini Shoebox packing party.  Our group has shared getting 
supplies, and Michelle readily had boxes for us.  We have had support from those that are attending and 
those that are still feeling best with staying home. Thanks to all of the Lamplighters for their support of this.  
Our goal is to pack 100 boxes so say a prayer that we are able to accomplish this as a small way to support 
this wonderful mission opportunity!   

Please know that if you are looking for a group, we do socially distance, people wear masks until they are 
seated and then we leave it at their discretion “to wear or not to wear.”  We have hand sanitizer available as 
well.  It truly has been a joy to re-gather safely and to share this time of socializing and story-telling.  
Warmly, Patty and Syndria and the Lamplighter Gang. 

Lunch Ladies: The Lunch Ladies Bible study will continue meeting at noon every other  Monday. They 
are doing a study called Twelve More Women of the Bible – Life Changing Stories for Women Today. 
Anyone who wishes to join us is welcome. 

Yahweh Wednesday: This Bible study meets most Wednesdays at noon in the Tr inity Par lor . Br ing a 
lunch and join us as we journey through Genesis together. The month of November will be focused on the 
life of Joseph. Nov 4 - Genesis 38 ~ Nov 11- Genesis 39 ~ Nov 18 - Genesis 40 ~ Nov 25 - Genesis 41. 
Contact Pastor Justin for additional information. 

THANKSGIVING BLESSING BOXES 

Thanks to all of the generous Food Bank donations 
received during the coronavirus pandemic, we are now 
able to provide a generous 
Thanksgiving Blessings Box for 100 
families in our community. Just for 
these boxes, we are collecting 
canned goods at the church. Donated 
items may be dropped off at the 
church office until November 22. 

HELP NEEDED 

We are in need of volunteers to 
help pack the boxes on Tuesday, 
November 24 at 5pm at the 
McDonald Borough Building.  

Please R.S.V.P to Ed Nalesnick 
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A SPECIAL THANKS 

I would like to express a special thank you to our church 
family and Pastor Justin for all your prayers and supportive 
thoughts and the many very nice cards and meals we have 
received during my health problem. 
 

It has been a tough battle with several setbacks but with 
your continued support and the help of our Lord and Savior 
and my good medical team, I plan to make it to remission 
and get back to church. 

 

Thank you all,   Tom and Mary Catherine Garrett 

MCDONALD FOOD BANK 

The McDonald Food Bank is unable to 
take food donations for the month of 
November. We are accepting cash and 
check donations. Please make checks 
payable to McDonald Presbyterian 
Church and indicate “Food Bank” on the 
memo line.  

Please contact Ed Nalesnick with any 
questions. Thank you for helping to feed 

those in need.  

 

A special thank you 
to all who donated to 
help our community 

last month. 

THE ADVENT OF ADVENT 

Isaiah 40:3 - A voice cries: “In the wilderness 
prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. 
 
This has been a strange year to try to plan and 

prepare. Birthday parties have been limited, family 

gatherings are conducted from a distance, and we’ve 

all discovered Zoom meetings.  The Session, along 

with the worship/music team, are beginning to have 

discussions about how our Advent season will look 

this year.  We are hoping to hold as closely as 

possible to those traditions we love most.  We are 

contemplating a Christmas Dinner, an evening for the 

Gift of Music concert, and a 

Christmas Eve service.  The 

concert and Christmas Eve 

service will also be 

livestreamed for those who 

feel more comfortable 

watching from home. Stay 

tuned as more details unfold 

in the coming weeks.  

BLOOD DRIVE 

WHERE: Body Systems in           
       McDonald 

WHEN: December 4 

               9:00am - 3:00pm 

 Please consider donating. Blood supply is 
always low going into the holidays. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A3&version=ESV
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HIDDEN BOOKS 

Books of Bible Answers: Here is a list in the order they appear: mark, luke, kings, acts, revelation, james, ruth, numbers, amos, esther, job, hosea, 
nahum, matthew, genesis, titus, lamentations, romans, hebrews, judges, and, peter. 

Bible Pairs Answers: 1. Adam & Eve 2. Goliath & David 3. Boaz & Ruth 4. Jacob & Esau 5. Silas & Paul 6. Delilah & Samson 7. Cain & Abel 8. 
Abraham & Sarah 9. Moses & Aaron 10. Aquila & Priscilla 11. Mary & Martha 12. Ananias & Sapphira 13. Isaac & Ishmael 14. Rachel & Leah 

 15. Joshua & Caleb  
There are 21 Bible book names hidden in the paragraph below. Can you find them? Read carefully and look 
carefully! As you read through the paragraph below, underline the book names and count them.  

The paragraph: 

I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. It was a lulu, kept people looking so hard for 
facts. For others it was a real revelation. Some were in a jam, especially since the names of the books are 
not capitalized. But the truth finally struck home to numbers of readers. It should be a most fascinating few 
moments for you. Yes, there are some books that will be a hard job to find, but those are the most fun. Can 
a human being really find all twenty-one of them? At the worst, you should find fifteen. No defect in the 
genes is required, although I will admit it usually takes a minister to find one of them and there will be loud 
lamentations when it is found. What will keep you from answering this challenge? A little lady says she 
brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better. How long you keep working on it only you can judge, so 
long as you try to compete. Remember, we’ve had fun seeking out 21 books of the Bible, but it is by far 
more important to “seek first his kingdom and his righteousness.” It’s always true, God loves you. 

BIBLE PAIRS 

Try to untangle well-known Bible pairs of people in this unusual Bible word 
puzzle. Two names have been woven together in each line. Can you separate 
them? You do not need to change the order of any of the letters. 

Example: J O M A S E R P H Y – Joseph & Mary  
 
1. A D E A V E M 
 
2. G O D A L V I A I T D H 
 
3. B R O U T A H Z 
 
4. J E S A C A O U B 
 
5. S I P L A U A S L 
 
6. D E S L A I M S L O A N H 
 
7. C A B A I E L N 
 

 
 
8. A B S R A A H R A M A H 
 
9. M O A A S R E O N S 
 
10. P A R I Q U I S C I L L A L A 
 
11. M A M A R R T Y H A 
 
12. S A N A P A P N H I I R A A S 
 
13. I S I S H A M A A E C L 
 
14. R A C L E H E A L H 
 
15. C J O A S L H E U B A 
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Joys and Concerns 

 Elmer Brown      Helen Catrain     Hilda Glass     Julie Hanzcar      Dorothy Penberthy 

 Dorothy Alrutz, Genesis Healthcare 

 3590 Washington Pike, Room 713, Bridgeville PA 15017 

 Larry Doak, H. John Heinz III Progressive Center  

 First Floor South Hall, 1010 Delafield Road, Pittsburgh PA 15215 

 Peggy Hughey, Hawthorne Woods 

 791 Locust Avenue, Room 104, Washington PA 15301 

 Laurain Lacotte, Vanadium Woods 

 Apt 118, 50 Vanadium Road, Bridgeville PA 15017 

 Connie Walker, Helen Purcell Home 

 1854 Norwood Boulevard, Health Care Unit, Zanesville OH 43701 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

Robert McDowell  11/1  

Kara Wockley  11/1  

Ed Semerod   11/1 

Diane Shepherd  11/4  

Joan Pryor   11/5  

Elsie Koch   11/7  

Randy Klimas  11/8  

Janet Crawford  11/9  

Tom Maxwell   11/9  

 

Betty McWreath  11/9  

Pat Powell   11/9  

Lois Meehan   11/11  

Heather Bianchini  11/12  

Brayden Jordan  11/12  

Katie McDowell  11/14  

Alicia Slovick  11/14  

Karen Altman   11/15  

 

 

Dennis Cooper  11/19  

Evan Tidd   11/19  

Jennifer Guidice  11/20 

Hannah Mohon 11/21 

Brian Jeannette 11/21 

Jason Cishke  11/22 

Bob Parkison   11/27  

Lana Longstreth  11/29  

Dixie & Gary Haberland 11/9  

Joy & Rich Snatchko 11/22 
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November 2020  

WEEKLY EVENTS 

 

SUNDAYS    9:30am Upper Room  

   10:45am Worship  

 

WEDNESDAYS Yahweh Wednesdays (Noon) 

   reNEW (6:00pm) 

 

FRIDAYS  AA Calvary Center -  

   Meetings resume Friday,  

   November 28  

MONTHLY EVENTS 

Nov 1  Communion 

  Cookies for Cops Collection 

Nov 2  Deacon Care Team Mtg (6:30pm) 

Nov 2, 16  Lamplighters Bible Study (7pm) 

& 23 

Nov 9 & 23 Lunch Ladies Bible Study (Noon) 

Nov 9   Session Meeting (6:30pm) 

Nov 15  Newsletter Deadline 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

   November 1   Communion Sunday 

   November  8  Shoebox Dedication Sunday  

   November 15  reNEW Indoor Movie Night 

   November 22  Christmas Decorating  

   November 24  Blessings Box Project  

   November 26  Office Closed - Happy Thanksgiving! 



 

 

McDonald Presbyterian Church is a mid-sized congregation located in 

McDonald, PA that exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  Our worship, service and outreach are all focused on helping others 

experience the love of God and the joy that comes from knowing Him.  We 

love what we do and who we are when we come together as a community of 

God’s people.  Our door is always open, and we look forward to meeting 

you and welcoming you into our fellowship.  

Worship Site: 
202 West Lincoln Avenue 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Office Location: 
119 Station Street 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Phone:  (724) 926-8561 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 

McDONALD 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH  

November 2020 
 NEWSLETTER 

RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

Visit our website: 
mcdonaldpres.org 

Non Profit Org. 

US POSTAGE PAID 
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GET CONNECTED ... BE ENGAGED 

 

 

WORSHIP  WITH US  

on Facebook or in Calvary Center at 10:45am 
through the month of November. 

 

DISCOVER THE WORD OF THE LORD BY 

Joining a Community Life Group. 

 

ACT  IN A WAY THAT IS PLEASING TO GOD BY 

Helping with or donating to the Blessings Box Project. 

Decorating for Christmas after church on November 22. 

Pastor 
Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 
(724) 699-0157 

Catalyst for Children’s Ministries  
Mary Bennett (Interim) 

students@mcdonaldpres.org 
 

Choir Director 
  Syndria Lowe 

Assistant Choir Director 
Heidi Betschart 

Administrative Assistant 
Malisa Silassy 

malisa@mcdonaldpres.org 

Bookkeeper:  Connie Buydasz 
bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org 

Operations Officer 
Tom Maxwell 

Custodial Staff 
Pat Powell  

Bob McDowell 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Malisa Silassy 


