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CELEBRATING OUR YOUTH 

“Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from 
it.” (Proverbs 22:6) When a child enters our church (no matter what age), we, as the congregation, take an 
oath to care for and shepherd the child in his/her spiritual journey. That is a responsibility that we take 
seriously. 

This month we are celebrating our youth in various ways.  First, we want to recognize the fantastic job that 
our reNEW students did in helping with the Spaghetti Dinner.  They were the legs of the operation so to 
speak, traveling between the kitchen and our patrons, delivering all the meals.  Proceeds from the dinner will 
go towards the Pine Springs Scholarship Fund so that many of these kids can experience a week at camp.  
The dinner was a great success. We raised $2,495.42!  Our reNEW ministry is expanding and we always 
welcome new members. 

On May 16, we will be receiving about five of our youth as new Covenant Partners. Pastor Justin has been 
leading a Confirmation Class, and we will be welcoming these students as members of the congregation. 
Pray for them as they prepare to share their testimonies with the Session. 

The following week is Graduate Sunday. We will be honoring Samantha 
Baldigowski, Jillian Panizza, and Abby Weiler. We will have the pleasure of 
viewing a slide presentation featuring each student. We wish these three young 
women all the best in their future endeavors. Please make a point to attend (or 
view) both of these important services. 

Lastly, we don’t want to forget to mention our youngest disciples.  Construction has been taking place in 
Calvary Fellowship Hall to create a dedicated Children’s Church area. It is our hope that the space will be 
completed by the end of the month. We have hired a new Children’s Church leader – Regina Doane. She has 
a great love for children and brings several years of pre-school teaching experience with her. She is hoping to 
recruit adult volunteers to help with this ministry, so please consider lending a hand on an occasional Sunday 
morning. 

The Lord has blessed us with strong youth ministry programs, and we embrace the 
opportunity we are given to guide these children in His ways and His Word. 
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Unity in the Spirit through the Bond of Peace – Ephesians 4:3  

 

The text of Ephesians 4 is powerful and necessary for the thriving of any believer.  Paul challenges us to, 
“…walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called.”  He is calling us to live fully 
into the ideals of Christ and to pay careful attention that our daily life is consistent with those things that we 
proclaim with our mouth.  Interestingly, he qualifies the challenge immediately with a call to do it “with all 
humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love.”  He goes out of his way to tell us 
that unity is something that is fostered with an amazing amount of patience and care.  If the fruits of the 
Spirit are not a part of our efforts, we should not expect any type of real unity to result.   

We are all subject to sin. Our best efforts at cultivating relationships and sharing truth with others can be 
severely compromised by our own ambitions.  This is why our progress is measured best by looking back 
over a season or two to evaluate how we are doing at keeping the people that the Lord has given to us close.  
Our daily interactions matter. As we accumulate days of walking well, we have the privilege of 
experiencing the thing that we desire: “unity in the spirit in the bond of peace.”  

It is not something that happens by accident.  The Scriptures understand that it takes energy to keep clumsy 
people together with a constant stream of communication and practiced grace.  The full text of verse three 
actually says that we should be “eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”  People do 
not stay close by accident or without effort.  This does not mean that it is a devastating effort or that it is a 
kind of misery.  It is the blessed work of sharing joys and sorrows and reaching out, one to another with 
Jesus-focused love and kindness.  We should be eager to do it because with the help of the Holy Spirit our 
efforts will be very successful. 

We in our church have a growing circle of people on their own journeys of faith with whom we seek to stay 
unified.  We don’t do it perfectly, but we do everything that we can to love and serve with energy and 
understanding.  One of the things that I would love to see more of in our congregation is people sharing 
meals together and going out to lunch and so forth outside of their own families.  It is a practice that bears 
much fruit in depth of relationships and being the body of Christ.  Why don’t you reach out to someone you 
don’t know that well in the church and invite them to lunch this week.  You might be surprised how much 
fun you have together! 

 

In Him, 

Pastor Justin 
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CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
 

Dear Parent & Guardians of McDonald Presbyterian Church, 

I would like to welcome you and your children to the McDonald 
Presbyterian Children’s ministry.  Thank you for trusting me to 
provide a fun, safe place for your children to explore their spiritual 
life! 

My name is Regina Doane and I am very eager to be joining the 
McDonald Presbyterian Children’s ministry.  I am thrilled to 
announce that I will be working alongside your child each 
Sunday!  I can’t wait to learn all about you, but first I’ll tell you a 
little about me. 

I was raised in the South Fayette School District where I still 
reside. I went to college at University of Phoenix where I obtained 
my Associates degree in Business Administration.  I am currently 
the Branch Office Administrator for Edward Jones in the 
SouthPointe location. 

Prior to my current position, I have many years of early childhood 
experience.  I have taught Preschool throughout my high school 
years which later brought me to teaching in childcare for several 
years after graduation. I still engage with all ages of children and 
certainly adore my time spent teaching & learning from them! 

While I no longer teach on a day-to-day basis, I still felt called by 
the Lord to use my gift of teaching young children.  After speaking 
with the leaders in the children’s ministry here at McDonald 
Presbyterian, I felt strongly about pursuing my calling and taking 
the initiative to begin teaching Sunday school.  
 
There is so much that I am looking forward to this year!  From fun 
songs to hands-on activities, all while learning about our Lord and 
Savior, I can only hope the love we have for Him will shine 
through!   
 
Many blessings to you and your family, 
Regina Doane 

reNEW NEWS 
 

We are so excited for nicer 
weather! The kids love to get 
outside and play games together! It 
is refreshing to see them putting 
down their phones and just being 
kids.  April ended up turning into 
what Justin and I refer to as 
“Money Month.”   We taught them 
about taxes and explained some of 
the different types of employment: 
Under The Table, Self Employed 
and Employed. We gave them 
different scenarios and explained 
the importance of taking everything 
into account before making a 
decision about which type of job to 
accept. We also taught them about 
how to make a budget and stick 
with it and about credit cards.  

May will be mostly regular youth 
group meetings at church with 
hopefully nice weather so we can 
take them outside for recreation 
time. We are planning to have 
another bike ride on the panhandle 
trail on May 15th from McDonald 
to Burgettstown and back with a 
stop at McDonald’s for lunch. The 
last Wednesday in May we will 
have a bonfire at Alaina Ventura’s 
house, weather permitting. Thank 
you to the Ventura Family for 
hosting; we greatly appreciate it!  

Have a wonderful month! 
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Operation Christmas Child 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

   ITEMS OF THE MONTH:    

*Flip Flops 

         *4 ply yarn - WHITE & BRIGHT SOLID   
         COLORS for Ida’s hats 

 

Current donation update below. 

Any donation at any time is appreciated! 

Bars of Soap – 219         Washcloths – 136 

Small stuffed animals – 450+ 
 

Any questions, please feel free to contact Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143) 

************************************************************************ 

An update from your local volunteers: 

We praise God for His faithfulness and thank you for your shoebox gifts. 

Below are the 2020 National Collection Week totals. 

Please pray these 9 million+ children and their families come to know Christ as their Savior. 

 

 Bible Chapel - McMurray              2,701 

 Crossroads Ministries – Finleyville   1,158 

 First Church of the Nazarene - Waynesburg   1,779  

 Garwood Baptist Church –  Daisytown        247 

 McDonald Presbyterian Church - McDonald     1,795 

 South Franklin - Washington               10,501 

 Build a Shoebox Online (BASBO)      512 

 Southwestern PA Total                                     18,693 

 Mid-Atlantic North Total   (PA & NJ)                559,879                                                 

 United States Total                    7,809,410  

 Worldwide Total                     9,113,853 

 

The Greatest Journey is the 12 lesson Bible course for shoebox 
recipients that teaches kids how to become faithful followers of Jesus and 

how to share Him with others. In all, 3.5 million children participated in The 
Greatest Journey in 2020 and over 1.3 million came to faith in Jesus! 
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COMMUNITY LIFE GROUPS 

Upper Room: The Upper  Room CLG is studying Victory in Spiritual 
Warfare by Dr. Tony Evans. Workbooks are $15.00. We meet every 
Sunday at 9:30 AM in Calvary Fellowship Hall. Email Debbie Elicker 
with questions at bamnpap217@comcast.net. All are welcome!  

Lamplighters: The Lamplighters are now gather ing together ! We 
recently started a study of the Psalms and meet the 1st, 3rd, & 4th Mondays 
in the Trinity Center Fellowship Hall from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. If you are 
interested in joining us, please contact Patty Doane or Syndria Lowe for 
more information.  

Yahweh Wednesday: This Bible study meets most Wednesdays at 
noon in the Trinity Parlor. Bring a lunch and join us as we journey 
through the Exodus narratives. Contact Pastor Justin for additional 
information.  

Lunch Ladies: The Lunch Ladies 
Bible Study has resumed and will 
continue to meet every other Monday at 
noon. We are currently studying, 
Twelve More Women of the Bible. 
Contact Peggy Samarin or Linda 
Matchett for more information. 

VBS SAVE THE 
DATE! 

VBS will be held June 28 - July 2  

from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

Climb aboard for mountains of 

fun at Rocky Railway! On this 

faith-filled adventure, kids 

discover that trusting Jesus pulls 

them through life’s ups and 

downs.  

Online registration will be 

opening soon on our website!  

Thanks for all of 

your kindness 

during my recent 

illness. Your cards, 

emails, food, and 

phone calls were 

appreciated. It is 

great to have a 

church family like 

you. I’m so blessed!!! 

In Faith,  

Ed Nalesnick 

Dorothy Penberthy would like to 

extend a thank you for all of the 

cards, letters, & prayers that she 

received from her church family 

during her recovery in the hospital. 

SUMMER SERVICE WEEK: JULY 28-30  

Please pray about joining us for our annual Summer Service Week 
that will take place this year. Service Week will be held July 28-30 
and will be based out of Trinity Center with a meeting on Tuesday 
evening July 27. We will be doing outside work only and if 
guidelines permit will offer breakfast, lunch, and dinner. 

If you prefer to stay in a family pod, we will also be accommodating 
family work teams. We know there are many needs within our 
community and we look forward to working together to make a 
difference. Volunteer and homeowner applications are available on  
our church website and a volunteer application is also included in 
this newsletter. Please contact Tom Maxwell or the church office if 
you have any questions. 
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Summer Service Week 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

Be a part of McDonald Presbyterian Church serving the McDonald Area. 

This is a great way for our congregation to serve our Lord by helping others. 
 

When:   July 27 thru July 30. 

 

Purpose:    Send out teams of volunteers to perform free outside only home & yard repairs for       

   homeowners in heed of help to maintain their homes. 

 

Where:      McDonald area and possibly neighboring communities. 

  

Who:          Everyone!  Volunteers of ALL ages needed: 

        *Adults and teens for project work. 

        *Food service to provide meals at MPC or donate food. 

        *Church setup and cleanup. 

    Contact Molly Maxwell at mollymaxx2016@gmail.com or 724-356-3135. 

 

Sign-up:     Contact Tom Maxwell at tommaxx2016@gmail.com or 724-356-3135. 

 

July 27 (Tue):   Evening kick off. 7:30 PM 

July 28 (Wed):  8:00 AM gather in Trinity Fellowship Hall for breakfast and work assignments.      

          Depart for job sites.  Return for lunch & dinner. 

July 29 (Thu):  Repeat schedule. 

July 30 (Fri):    Repeat schedule.  

PRAISE THE LORD AND  
SAVE THE DATE! 

 
IT IS GOING TO HAPPEN IN 2021 
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Volunteer Application  

MAY 2021  
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Hall Rates        

FELLOWSHIP HALL USE 

 

Covenant Partners & Guests of MPC,  

We have recently updated our guidelines and rates for Fellowship Hall use. We have two Fellowship Halls 

available for outside rental subject to availability.  Both halls seat up to 140 persons comfortably and are 

complimented by full service commercial kitchens.  We are pleased to offer the use of our space for non-

profit groups and for private parties and gatherings.  While facility rentals are not a main focus here we 

are pleased when our spaces are well-used by responsible groups. 

Our fees for use are based on group size and expected facility utilization.  We reserve the right to adjust 

necessary fees if the needs of the group are significant or will require special attention from our staff.  

Listed rental rates are for private and business use.  Covenant Partners of McDonald Presbyterian Church 

receive a discount of 50% off the rental rate on up to two rentals per year.  Similar discounts may be 

approved for non-profit use. 

Available Spaces: 

Calvary Fellowship Hall - Located at 202 West Lincoln Avenue this location provides great street access 

to West Lincoln Avenue.  The venue is air-conditioned and has fully modernized and accessible 

restrooms.  The kitchen is used 7 days by Meals on Wheels and full kitchen use requires special 

arrangements. 

Trinity Fellowship Hall - Located at 119 Station Street this location features easy access from Grant 

Street with the closest access to our church parking lot.  Fully renovated in 2019, this space also has air 

conditioning with beautiful restrooms, hall, stage area, and kitchen. 

Please note that rental capacities are limited to 50% due to the pandemic. 

(Max Capacity - 70 persons)  

Rate Schedule: Calculated using a rate of $2.50 per person 

  Small Event - 40 persons or less with catered or prepared food: $100.00 

  Medium Event - 60 persons or less with catered or prepared food: $150.00 

  Large Event - 100 persons or less with catered food or full kitchen use: $250.00 

  Very Large Event - 140 persons or less with catered food or full kitchen use: $350.00  
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MPC Puzzles        

BIBLE RIDDLE 

1. LWIHLPOSFE LHLA  

2. ABPIENRETSYR 

3. TIIRFNMNCAOO  

4. MCOUOINNM  

5. GIAADOUNRT  

6. LEIF ROSGUP  

7. MOCNMITUY  

8. OSAPTR USTIJN  

9. IAREPS AMTE  

10. EBIBL DSUYT  

11. HWHYAE  

12. TEOPCSNTE  

13. OHYL SITRPI  

14. SSACOENIN  

15. OIVNEERLAT  

16. PAMSSL  

17. EIENTBODNCI  

18. RYGULIT  

19. REFFSNU  

20. MARTCEANS  

MPC WORD SCRAMBLE 

 MPC SCRAMBLE: 1. FELLOWSHIP HALL 2. PRESBYTERIAN 3. CONFIRMATION 4. COMMUNION 5. GRADUATION 6. LIFE GROUPS 7. 
COMMUNITY 8. PASTOR JUSTIN 9. PRAISE TEAM 10. BIBLE STUDY 11. YAHWEH 12. PENTECOST 13. HOLY SPIRIT 14. ASCENSION 15. REVELATION 
16. PSALMS 17. BENEDICTION 18. LITURGY 19. SNUFFER 20. SACRAMENT BIBLE RIDDLE: SAMSON’S LONG HAIR 

I had many locks that don’t need a key. I was far too many for you to count me. I was never to be 
shortened, for a vow had been said. I was a symbol of strength that flowed from the head. But in a 

moment of weakness, my secret was out. I lay all in pieces when she gave the shout.  

I’m in the Bible – what am I? 
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Care List: Please be in prayer for those who can not worship with  us on a regular basis.  

MCPRESBY NEWS  

 Patty & Samuel Doane  5/5 

 Heather & Scott Weiler  5/11 

 Brenda & Jason Cischke  5/12 

  

 Joann & Bill Gibbs   5/14 

 Chris & Jeffrey Burger  5/29 

Kathy Morgan  5/1 

Tommy Gilbert 5/2 

Lucy Hawk  5/3 

Beverly Quevi  5/4  

Lisa Carter  5/5 

Kaitlyn Eger  5/8 

Jake Cole  5/9  

Jim Gladden  5/9 

Erica Hamilton 5/9 

Donna Bennett 5/10 

Jon Sember  5/10  

Macey Slack  5/11  

Marah Slack  5/11  

Julia Amsler  5/12  

Jimmy Gilbert  5/14  

Rhonda Lauff  5/15  

Mary Lou Cooper 5/16 

Abby Weiler  5/16 

Frank Frazier  5/17  

Sydney Bair  5/18  

Bill Gibbs  5/19  

Linda Matchett 5/20  

Jodie Panizza  5/20  

Connie Buydasz 5/23  

Emily Eyler  5/23 

Deborah Elicker 5/26 

Karen Krenn  5/26 

Amanda Petito  5/26  

Jim McDowell  5/27  

Tim Motte  5/27  

Chuck Smith, Jr. 5/27  

Jonah Amsler  5/29  

Larry Jacobs  5/29  

John Libert  5/29  

Samantha Berthold 5/30  

Betsy Arreola  5/31  

Sam Unruh  5/31 
  

Dorothy Alrutz 

Woodside Place of Washington 
954 Redstone Rd, Rm #228 
Washington, PA 15301  

Larry Doak 

H. John Heinz III Progressive Ctr 
First Floor South Hall 
1010 Delafield Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15215 

Middy Ecker 

Victoria Manor 
100 Rose Court 
Oakdale, PA 15071 

 

Mary Catherine Garrett 

The Greenery 
2200 Hill Church Houston Rd 
Canonsburg, PA 15317  
Room 127  

Peggy Hughey 

Hawthorne Woods 
791 Locust Avenue, Room 104 
Washington,  PA 15301 

Laurain Lacotte 

Vanadium Woods 
Apt 118, 50 Vanadium Road 
Bridgeville,  PA 15017 

 

Dorothy Penberthy 

 Victoria Manor 
100 Rose Court 
Oakdale, PA 15071 

Joy Penderville 

Presbyterian SeniorCare 
850 S Main St  
Washington, PA 15301  

Connie Walker 

Helen Purcell Home 
1854 Norwood Boulevard 
Health Care Unit 
Zanesville, OH 43701 
 

Elmer Brown    Helen Catrain     Jim Crowe    Nancy Diamond    Hilda Glass     Julie Hanzcar     
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WEEKLY EVENTS 

 

SUNDAYS    9:30am Sunday School  

   10:45am Worship  

WEDNESDAYS Yahweh Wednesdays (Noon) 

   reNEW (6-7:30pm) 

 

May 2021 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

     May 9   Mother’s Day 

   May 15  reNEW Panhandle Trail Ride 

   May 16  Confirmation Recognition/New Covenant Partners 

   May 23  Graduation Sunday 

   May 31  Memorial Day - Office Closed   

 

 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

 

May 2   Communion   

   Cookies for Cops 

May 3, 17, & 24 Lamplighters Bible Study 
        (7:00pm) 

May 10  Session Meeting (6:30pm) 

May 10 & 24  Lunch Ladies Bible Study 
                       (Noon) 

May 15   Newsletter Deadline 

The McDonald Food Bank is unable to take food donations for the month of May. We are 
accepting cash and check donations. Please make checks payable to McDonald Presbyterian 
Church and indicate “Food Bank” on the memo line. Please contact Ed Nalesnick with any 
questions. Thank you for helping to feed those in need. A special thank you to all who donated to 
help our community last month. 



 

 

Worship Site: 
202 West Lincoln Avenue 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Office Location: 
119 Station Street 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Phone:  (724) 926-8561 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

McDonald Presbyterian Church is a mid-sized congregation located in 

McDonald, PA that exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  Our worship, service and outreach are all focused on helping others 

experience the love of God and the joy that comes from knowing Him.  We 

love what we do and who we are when we come together as a community of 

God’s people.  Our door is always open, and we look forward to meeting 

you and welcoming you into our fellowship.  
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GET CONNECTED ... BE ENGAGED 

 

 

WORSHIP   

Sundays @ 10:45 a.m. in Calvary Center or 
livestreamed on Facebook. 

 

DISCOVER  

Join or start a Community Life Group 

 

FELLOWSHIP  

Say hello to someone new before or after worship 

 

ACT   

Volunteer for VBS  

RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

Visit our website: 
mcdonaldpres.org 

Livestream service link: www.facebook.com/McDonaldPres 

Pastor 
Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 
(724) 699-0157 

Catalyst for Children’s Ministries  
Mary Bennett (Interim) 

students@mcdonaldpres.org 

Children’s Church Director 
Regina Doane 

Choir Director 
  Syndria Lowe 

Assistant Choir Director 
Heidi Betschart 

Administrative Assistant 
Malisa Silassy 

malisa@mcdonaldpres.org 

Bookkeeper:  Connie Buydasz 
bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org 

Operations Officer 
Tom Maxwell 

Custodial Staff 
Pat Powell  

Bob McDowell 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Malisa Silassy 


