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* SOMETIMES 100 WORDS JUST AREN’T ENOUGH! 

Readers Digest has a monthly feature in which they encourage readers to submit heartwarming/funny/
poignant true stories in 100 words. Occasionally they run a story that’s a bit longer, and they use the above 
disclaimer. 

When asked if I’d write the newsletter cover article for a month in which not many activities are planned, 
the “100-word story” popped into my mind.  What could I write, and could I somehow tie it to Lent (since 
that is still happening)?  Well, here goes … 

Lent is meant to be a time where we intentionally seek to deepen our relationship with Christ. I believe that 
part of that process includes community.  Unfortunately, this last year our various communities (family, 
friends, work, school, church, etc.) have become fleeting, tenuous, scattered. For me, I attend church most 
Sundays and go to work most weekdays.   

At my office, there are three administrative staff out of twelve who regularly work “in-person.” One of my 
coworkers, Rosemary, and I are two of them.  She and I have always been friendly and work well together. 
However, these last few months our relationship has evolved. We collaborate, commiserate, console, and 
confide with each other. We provide care, concern, and comic relief for the other. We’re moving from 
being friendly to being friends. And what, if anything, does this have to do with Lent? 

Relationships work because all parties involved take an active role. That 
means Christ is an active participant in our relationship. He knows my needs 
and He meets me where I am. These days, He finds me in the workplace. At a 
time when I feel isolated, He reminds me I am not alone. At a time when the 
news is filled with vitriol and violence, He is showing me a reality filled with 
kindness and hope. To quote Anne Lamott, “I do not at all understand the 
mystery of grace - only that it meets us where we are but does not leave us 
where it found us.” Through my growing friendship with Rosemary, my 
relationship with Christ is deepening. I’m finding Him in unexpected places 
and am being blessed by His presence.  

I pray that the Lord is meeting you where you are this Lenten season and 
blessing you with His peace and grace. * 

       Patty D., McDonald PA 
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MCPRESBY NEWS  

Praise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 
Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his benefits-- 

who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, 

who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 

Psalm 103:1-5  

If you know McDonald Presbyterian Church and you know me, you know that we have invested deeply in 
summer ministries and love Mission Work, Vacation Bible School and Church Camp.  We all know how 
we agonized over canceling these events last year and clarity is elusive for 2021 as well.  There are many 
implications to this disease and we want to ensure that we conduct our ministries with the safety of 
everyone as a priority.  My kids were blessed to be able to participate in a church based basketball program 
over the winter.  I am thankful for the courageous adults who hosted the season because it truly blessed my 
kids and all of the children who were involved. 

 We have an obligation to help those in need and our 
students and the children of our community are certainly 
in that category.  The lost influence of the church over the 
hearts and minds of the next generation in the past year is 
close to incalculable.  While our institutions have fared 
just fine, our reach into the hearts of our little ones has 
certainly decreased.  My hope is that we will be able to put 
together ministries this summer that will allow us to 
reverse this trend.  As I have said before, culture has not 
taken the last twelve months off in communicating their 
social narrative, so we have a lot of work to do to reclaim 
lost ground in the discipling of our kids.    

While it has been a painful initial roll out of the vaccine, it seems that over the next three months many if 
not most of the adults who would like the vaccine will be able to receive it.  There is also a great and 
growing body of evidence that vitamin therapies make a huge difference in our ability to fight this virus.  
With these added protections and commons sense measures, we will be able to love and invest in our 
students as we know that we need to. 

Our Lord is the author of life and he is our healer and our redeemer.  Our children will thrive through this 
pandemic if week keep focused and ensure they are engaged in activities that nurture them in the faith and 
bless them with positive relationships and opportunities.  I know that we will do it together with God’s 
help. 

 

Grace and Peace in Him, 

Pastor Justin  
 

Please plan to join us in supporting these important summer ministries: 

Vacation Bible School - Tentatively June 28 - July 2 

Pine Springs Camp Week – July 18-23 

Summer Service Week – July 27-30    
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Holy Week 2021 

PRETZELS AND PALMS DRIVE UP                                                                              
2:00-3:00PM: SATURDAY, MARCH 27 

On the Saturday before Palm Sunday we will once again have a distribution time for freshly baked pretzels 
and a palm branch to use during worship on Sunday.  Some pretzels may also be available after church on 
Sunday.  Please enter Grant Street between the churches to pick up your treat in a socially distanced way!  
If you would like to volunteer that day please contact Katie McDowell. 

 

PALM SUNDAY CELEBRATION                                                                            
10:45AM: SUNDAY, MARCH 28 

We will be shouting Hosanna in the Highest together on this famous day when Jesus descended the Mount 
of Olives and entered Jerusalem as a welcome King!  We will wave palms and re-live that moment as we 
sing and give Glory to our God. 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY COMMUNION SERVICE                                                      
7:30PM: THURSDAY, APRIL 1 

Our Music Department is preparing a special service of worship for us on this important night.  It is almost 
impossible to experience the full joy of Easter without experiencing the suffering and betrayal of Jesus that 
led to his death on the cross.  Please join us in person or online as we remember that powerful night of the 
Last Supper and the Garden of Gethsemane. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 24 HOUR PRAYER VIGIL                                                                  
7:00PM APRIL 2 THROUGH 7:00PM APRIL 3. 

We are excited to safely bring back our 24 Hour Prayer Vigil, with appropriate social distancing, this 
Easter.  This has become an important part of our collective preparation for our celebration of the 
resurrection on Easter morning.  Individuals and families are encouraged to sign up for a one hour time slot 
to pray in person in the chancel of Trinity Sanctuary.  You can sign up online by visiting the church 
website.  Contact Michelle Unruh (412-720-8232 or munruh@delta-usa.com) if you need assistance signing 
up online.  

EASTER SUNDAY                                                                                                   
10:45AM: SUNDAY, APRIL 4 

We express our zeal for Jesus Christ on this awesome day when the women discovered that the Tomb was 
empty!  We will declare “He Is Risen Indeed” together and enjoy the beautiful sights and smells of fresh 

flowers and special music.  Make sure you participate in this wonderful service of worship in person or 
online. 

EASTER SUNDAY FLOWERS 
Easter Flower order forms will be available beginning the first Sunday in March.                                             

If you are not yet attending, but would like to place an order,                                                              

please contact Nancy Turk or the Church Office for an order form. 
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Operation Christmas Child Update 

ITEMS OF THE MONTH 

Washcloths & Bars of Soap 

4-ply Yarn (Variegated, please) for Ida’s Hats 

 

Remember, any donation at any time is appreciated!  

Donations may be placed in the green bin in Calvary Parlor.  

Any questions, please feel free to contact Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143). 
 

THIS YEAR’S GOAL IS 750 SHOEBOXES 

SAMARITAN'S PURSE CELEBRATES 9.1 MILLION SHOEBOX GIFTS 
COLLECTED FOR CHILDREN IN NEED 

Despite a global pandemic, millions of shoebox packers shared the true meaning of Christmas with 
children in need this past holiday season. 

Some 7.8 million gifts were brought to curbside drop-off locations nationwide for the Samaritan’s Purse 
project Operation Christmas Child. Combined with those collected from partnering countries in 2020, the 
ministry is now sending more than 9.1 million shoebox gifts to children around the world. 

Each gift-filled shoebox—packed with fun toys, school supplies and hygiene items—is a tangible 
expression of God’s love, and it is often the first gift these children have ever received. Since 1993, 
Operation Christmas Child has collected and delivered more than 186 million gift-filled shoeboxes to 
children in more than 160 countries and territories. 

“We thank God that even in the middle of a pandemic, generous men, women, children, families, and 
churches were moved to pack millions of shoebox gifts,” said Franklin Graham, president of Samaritan’s 
Purse. “These gifts open the door for us to share God’s love and the eternal hope of the Gospel with 
children and their families who are living in desperation and fear.” 

Many children who receive shoebox gifts 
will also enroll in Operation Christmas 
Child’s 12‑lesson discipleship program, 
The Greatest Journey. This program 
teaches children about God’s amazing love 
and guides them through what it means to 
faithfully follow Jesus Christ. Since 2009, 
more than 23 million children have 
participated in the program. Every child 
who graduates is given a New Testament 
in their own language. 

 

(Kiribati - These island boys heard about the Good 
News of God’s love for them when they received 
shoebox gifts at Kiribati Uniting Church in Bairiki.)  
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Announcements 

COOKIES FOR COPS 

Thanks to all who baked cookies for Cookies for 
Cops in February.  We had over 40 dozen cookies 
going to eight different police departments.  Don't 
they look delicious?  Andy (and his sidekick Bella) 
took them to North Fayette, McDonald, Cecil 
Township, South Fayette, Moon Township, Ingram, 
McKees Rocks and Robinson Township.  They 
were very much appreciated by all!  If you would 
like us to take them to any other departments, 
please let us know.  

COMMUNITY LIFE GROUP UPDATES 

 
Upper Room: The Upper  Room is meeting at 9:30 AM each Sunday. We are studying The Names of 
Jesus by Dr. Tony Evans. Please join us!  

Lamplighters: The Lamplighters continue with Zoom gather ings that are occurr ing about every 
other week on Monday nights from 7:00 to 8:30pm.  Syndria will continue to send the link to join a day or 
2 before to your emails.  Keep a watch out as we would love for you to join us to catch up and stay 
connected. 

Yahweh Wednesday: This Bible study meets most Wednesdays at 
noon in the Trinity Parlor. Bring a lunch and join us as we journey 
through the Exodus narratives. Contact Pastor Justin for additional 
information.  

Lunch Ladies: The Lunch Ladies Bible study plans to resume 
March 15 at noon. We will be resuming the study, Twelve More Women 
of the Bible. Please read the book of Esther.  

“Thank you for your support! Thank you 

for the homemade cookies! It is greatly 

appreciated by all of us at the Moon 

Township Police Department.” 
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MCPRESBY NEWS  

MCDONALD FOOD BANK 

The McDonald Food Bank now makes distributions on the 4th TUESDAY of 
every month. In lieu of boxed or canned items, the Food Bank is requesting 
monetary donations for the month of March.  Checks can be placed in the 
offering plate, given online, or mailed to the church office. Please indicate 
“Food Bank” on the memo line of your check. 

Please contact Ed Nalesnick with any questions.  Thank you for helping to 
feed those in need! 

Thanks to everybody 

who sent me cards on 

my 100th birthday. 

Your kind thoughts and 

well wishes were very 

much appreciated. 

Peggy Hughey 

With sincere gratitude, I want to 

fully express our heartfelt thanks for 

the sympathy, love and support all 

of you have graciously extended to 

our family during this time of loss.  

The many cards and gifts 

brightened our days.  

The Family of Sandra Kirtz           

(Jamie Slack’s Mom) 

YOUTH SPAGHETTI DINNER  

SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 4-7PM  

TRINITY CENTER 

Premium Take Out with possible indoor dining.  

Benefits Pine Springs Camp Scholarships 

Don’t miss out on one of our most beloved dinners of 
the year, our Youth Spaghetti Dinner and Basket 
Raffle.  This year we will be hosting the dinner on 
April 24, and we will give all profits towards making 
sure every student can attend camp.  A week of camp 
now costs $500.00 so it takes all of us working 
together to send all of the kids who want to go.  Our 
youth will be servers for both the takeout and possible 
indoor dining.  Thanks in advance for your support! 

WELCOME HOME                                                
DON, MELANIE AND JACK! 

It is with full hearts that we are able to say: “Welcome Home,” to Don, 
Melanie, and Jack Roths.  Our congregation as well as a number of 
local congregations have had the privilege of supporting this amazing 
family through their 45 years of service to our Lord through overseas 
mission.  Don grew up in the Calvary Church and his mother continued 
as an active member with us for her entire life.  Don’s sister Kathy is a 
part of our extended church family and we appreciate all of them as 
great partners in the faith.  Don and Melanie have most recently been 
serving in New Zealand with Cru (Formerly Campus Crusade for 
Christ) and will be walking through their final furlough in the United 
States for the next six months after which they will be formally retired.  
While we are not sure what welcoming them home looks like just yet, 
we know that we will be glad to see them at some point in the very near 
future.  Please continue to pray for a smooth transition for them as they 
are planning to arrive in Pittsburgh on April 1st.    
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Pine Springs Camp 

MARCH 2021  

MCDONALD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:  

YOUTH SUMMER CAMPING PROGRAM 2021 

PINE SPRINGS CAMP, JENNERSTOWN PA    WWW.PINESPRINGS.ORG 

McDonald Presbyterian Church is committed to sending all of our young people to summer camp that 
would like to attend.  Church Camp is not something that only “outdoorsy” kids do.  It is something that 
we believe is a powerful spiritual formation experience.  Especially coming off of a year when so many 
things have been canceled, a week of spiritual formation could be life-changing for any student.  They need 
help to process all that is going on in our world in relation to our faith in Jesus Christ. At camp our students 
experience a full week of worship, study, play, and relationship-building that leads to a great week of 
spiritual growth that is fun and energizing.  Every student that attends from McDonald Presbyterian Church 
and registers by the deadline will receive a $225.00 scholarship towards the cost of camp.  The price of 
camp increased significantly this year to $500.00 per camper, due to the reduced number of campers 
allowed in each cabin.   

Details:  McDonald Presbyterian will be attending Pine Springs Camp Week 6: July 18-23 

We have chosen a week where all of our students, who have completed the 3rd grade or higher, will 
be able to attend camp together.  This week of the summer  there are traditional camps offered for  
students who have completed the third grade to the completion of their senior year.  Pastor Justin is 
planning to be on site to assist the camp this week.  Serving as a Volunteer Director may not be possible 
this year with Covid restrictions.  Three camps are offered this week.  Adventure Exploration is open to all 
students who have completed grades 3-5.  Students who have finished grades 6-8 will attend the Adventure 
Journey Camp and students who have completed grades 9-12 will attend the Adventure Expedition Camp.  
All Classic camps run from Sunday afternoon through Friday evening and have a cost of $500.00 before 
our church scholarship. 

MPC Registration Deadline:  Pine Spr ings does not have a registration deadline date, but our  church 
has a scholarship deadline of Tuesday, June 1.   For those students who do not complete a registration form 
and pay the $75.00 deposit to PSC by this date the church scholarship will be reduced from $225.00 to 
$200.00.   Pine Springs offers an early bird discount of $20 if your registration is completed or postmarked 
by April 12. 

Registration Procedure:  Registration for  camp is something that happens directly between the 
Student’s parent or guardian and Pine Springs.  Registration forms and initial payment should be mailed 
directly to the camp.  When this happens, contact the church office (office@mcdonaldpres.org) and notify 
us of the details: child’s name, child’s grade completed and week of camp attending.  Many of our parents 
register their children on line and forward us their confirmation email, which works very well.  In early 
June a check will be sent out from our church to pay for the MPC Scholarship portion of all those students 
who have registered.   

Other Weeks at Pine Springs: Can’t attend our week?  PSC offers camps all summer long.  The same 
scholarship guidelines apply for students attending from our congregation.  Students attending one of the 
short weeks (3 days) will receive a prorated scholarship of $135.  The same registration procedure applies.  

Additional Scholarships: We do not want finances to stop a child from attending camp.  If some 
additional funds are needed please contact Pastor Justin. 

Thank you for your interest in and support of Pine Springs Camp.                                                             
Pick up a color brochure for the 2021 camping season today!  
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Children & Youth Ministry Update 

March is going to be a fun month! On Friday, March 5, there will be a movie night in the Trinity 
sanctuary starting at 7 pm and ending at 10 pm.  Family members are encouraged to attend. Please bring 
comfortable chairs or blankets to sit on.  Popcorn, hotdogs and a drink will be provided. 

Wednesday, March 17: There will be a St. Patrick’s Day party, wear green and be Irish for the day!   

Wednesday, March 3: It’s Nerf gun war night again. So bring you Nerf gun and be ready for some fun! 

ReNEW Youth Group is open to any students in grades 5 through 12 and meets every Wednesday evening 
from 6 pm until 7:45 pm in the Trinity Fellowship Hall. 
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Puzzles 

BIBLE TRIVIA 

How did Judas 
identify Jesus as the 
one to be arrested? 

He kissed Jesus. 
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Joys and Concerns 

 Greg Gilbert   3/3 

Jared Thomas   3/3 

Addison Eiler   3/4  

Edward Eiler   3/4  

Julie Bennett   3/6   

Heidi Betschart  3/6  
 Dixie Haberland  3/6  
 Ryan Wockley   3/6  
 Debbie Endy   3/7  
 Edward Gilbert  3/8  
 Syndria Lowe   3/11  
 Jim Martin   3/16  
 Kate Zombeck   3/16  
  

 

 

 

Larry Doak     3/17  

Gary Haberland    3/18  

Jeffrey Burger    3/19 

Paul Bianchini    3/20 

Judy Cook     3/20 

Nancy Turk     3/20  

Kari Bair     3/23 

Andy Buydasz   3/23 

Gerry Rossi   3/23 

Dawn Jeannette  3/24 

Lana Gilbert   3/25 

Teri Runtas   3/28 

Sue Dodds   3/29 

Jillian Panizza   3/29 

Carrie Theiss   3/29 

Kris Hanczar   3/30 

Adrienne Frazier  3/31  
   

   

Elmer Brown    Helen Catrain     Jim Crowe    Hilda Glass     Julie Hanzcar    Dorothy Penberthy  

     Dorothy Alrutz, Woodside Place of Washington 

     954 Redstone Rd, Rm #228, Washington, PA 15301  

     Larry Doak, H. John Heinz III Progressive Center  

     First Floor South Hall, 1010 Delafield Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15215 

     Peggy Hughey, Hawthorne Woods 

     791 Locust Avenue, Room 104, Washington,  PA 15301 

     Laurain Lacotte, Vanadium Woods 

     Apt 118, 50 Vanadium Road, Bridgeville,  PA 15017 

     Connie Walker, Helen Purcell Home 

     1854 Norwood Boulevard, Health Care Unit, Zanesville, OH 43701 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

Adrienne & Matt Frazier 3/11 

Vicki & Bob Zyra  3/26 
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WEEKLY EVENTS 

 
SUNDAYS    9:30am Sunday School  
   10:45am Worship  

WEDNESDAYS Yahweh Wednesdays (Noon) 
   reNEW (6-7:30pm) 

 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

 
March 7  Communion   
   Cookies for Cops 

March 8  Session Meeting (6:30pm) 

 

March 2021 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

     March 17  reNEW St. Patrick's Day Party  

   March 27  Pretzels & Palms Drive Up 

   March 28  Palm Sunday 

   March 31  reNEW Nerf Gun War 

ESTATE GIFT PLANNING                                                                                          
WHY NOT PLAN TO TITHE FROM YOUR ESTATE? 

Recently our congregation received a very pleasant letter from an attorney stating that we were listed as a 
1/16th beneficiary of an Estate from a friend of the congregation.  We are thankful and excited to put these 
unexpected resources to work in accomplishing our mission as a church.  The gift may be as much as 
$40,000.00.  This is an incredible blessing! With the expected arrival of these funds comes a challenge to 
each of us.  Why not list the church as a 1/10th beneficiary in our wills after all of our responsibilities are 
met?  We have given of our time and resources throughout our lives and sharing a percentage of what 
remains will bless future generations with opportunities to worship and serve our Lord.  Each situation is 
different and we should pray about what the right amount might be. Planning for an Estate Gift is also a 
very powerful way to communicate to our children and others the importance of putting God first in 
everything that we do.   

Our congregation puts each undesignated estate gift to use in three ways.  One-third goes to our permanent 
Endowment fund known as the Sandra L. Albertini Endowment fund that will share interest with the 

congregation each year, one-third goes towards facility maintenance and improvements and one-third goes 
towards mission and ministry projects as Session directs.  Thank you for all that you do to make MPC a 
wonderful place to worship and belong.  Contact Connie Buydasz to learn more about our estate giving 

opportunities. 



 

 

McDonald Presbyterian Church is a mid-sized congregation located in 

McDonald, PA that exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  Our worship, service and outreach are all focused on helping others 

experience the love of God and the joy that comes from knowing Him.  We 

love what we do and who we are when we come together as a community of 

God’s people.  Our door is always open, and we look forward to meeting 

you and welcoming you into our fellowship.  

Worship Site: 
202 West Lincoln Avenue 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Office Location: 
119 Station Street 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Phone:  (724) 926-8561 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
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GET CONNECTED ... BE ENGAGED 

 

 

WORSHIP  

Sundays @ 10:45 a.m. in Calvary Center or 
livestreamed on Facebook. 

 

DISCOVER 

Join a Community Life Group 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

Stay after worship to connect with old friends and meet new ones 

 

ACT 

Start a Community Life Group 

Send a note of encouragement to a friend in the congregation. 

Pastor 
Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 
(724) 699-0157 

Catalyst for Children’s Ministries  
Mary Bennett (Interim) 

students@mcdonaldpres.org 
 

Choir Director 
  Syndria Lowe 

Assistant Choir Director 
Heidi Betschart 

Administrative Assistant 
Malisa Silassy 

malisa@mcdonaldpres.org 

Bookkeeper:  Connie Buydasz 
bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org 

Operations Officer 
Tom Maxwell 

Custodial Staff 
Pat Powell  

Bob McDowell 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Malisa Silassy 

Livestream service link: www.facebook.com/McDonaldPres 


