
 

 

Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to 
you; therefore he will rise up to show 

you compassion. For the Lord is a 
God of justice. Blessed are all who 

wait for him!   

 Isaiah 30:18 
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HOLY WEEK DATES 2023 
PALM SUNDAY CELEBRATION 

9:30 AM: SUNDAY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES                                                                            
10:45AM: SUNDAY, APRIL 2 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY COMMUNION SERVICE                                                      
7:30PM: THURSDAY, APRIL 6 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 24 HOUR PRAYER VIGIL                                                                  
7:00PM APRIL 7 THROUGH 7:00PM APRIL 8 

 

EASTER SUNDAY                                                                                                   
10:45AM: SUNDAY, APRIL 9 

St. Patrick’s Day Coffee House – Youth Fund Raiser 

Friday, March 17th - Trinity Center Fellowship Hall 

Join us for a fun and relaxing evening enjoying beautiful music and talents from 
members and friends of our congregation.  Our youth department is hosting this 
fun event for the benefit of our students, and we are looking forward to seeing 
all of your talents.  Our students have been preparing skits based off of the    
parables of Jesus, and we are inviting the congregation to share their musical 
talents and abilities.  Coffee, Pastries and Reubens (It is St. Patrick’s Day!) will 
be sold ala Carte.  Entry is free, but tickets for a $10.00 concessions credit can 
be purchased for only $8.00 after worship or from one of our students. 
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MCPRESBY NEWS  

Remodeling Takes Longer Than You Think 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Psalm 51:10 

Sarah and I along with our kids love our house and know how much of a blessing it is to be living there. 
(heating bill aside!) As a part of the deal, we are also living through a long term remodeling project. Each of 
the many rooms in the house was in need of repair and updating when we moved in two and a half years 
ago. I think that Sarah thought that everything would be done in a few months. I also had unrealistic expec-
tations. I had a goal of many major projects being completed in two years. Now two and a half years out, 
we have accomplished so much and have had help from friends and family. But, as far as being “done” we 
are nowhere near. Innumerable projects lie ahead even though we have almost completely renovated six 
rooms of the house and are working on the seventh. The attic and basement cry out to me in my sleep for 
more attention! Old wiring and open walls blend into our everyday lives. The 10pm to 2am shift has been 
required to complete certain jobs. Currently, I am learning how to finish drywall after a full wall removal 
and insulation project in Jonah’s room. Every project requires research, learning and mistakes that are 
(mostly) corrected and then the family can enjoy the benefits of the completed work. 

In so many ways, our lives are like taking care of an old house. There are many things to love about the 
house and so many things to build upon, but in reality, there will never be an end to the rooms and issues 
that need improvement. There are parts of our lives that are loose boards, cracked walls and leaky faucets 
that cry out for attention and bother other members of the family. 

The renovation of our heart is a lifelong journey that we undertake with Jesus Christ as our guide and sure 
foundation. Just like I spend hours learning building techniques from helpful guides online, our hours spent 
in God’s Word and in fellowship with other believers gives real insight and provides us the confidence 
needed to follow Him well. Don’t presume that you should have the instincts and knowledge needed to ren-
ovate your own heart and life. You can do it with God’s help but you need faithful teachers and specialized 
knowledge and skills. Biblical mentoring, spiritual practices, Christian counseling, trustworthy books, wor-
ship, life groups, Sunday School, camps, retreats, conferences, service opportunities and more helps to form 
us into the person that we want to be and that God has hoped and planned for us to be. One thing is for sure; 
we can’t learn and do everything at once. We work on one room or one 
skill at a time and get the help that we need to make that space better. We 
won’t make it perfect. But we can make a dramatic impact. Every project 
has that moment where we say, “I can stop here for now,” knowing that 
there is something more glaring in another room or another space. 

Finally, in the midst of our renovations we must also remember that God 
give sleep to those he loves and that we function most like Christ when we 
operate out of a God given rest. We call the faith the Narrow Way for a 
reason. We are seeking balance and focus. With the right training it is not 
all that hard to keep the car on the road, but we also can’t be asleep at the 
wheel. A pattern of rest, renovation and love will serve all of us well. 

May Jesus bless you with a beautiful spiritual house that is a joy to tend 
and that provides ample space for life and hospitality. 

 

By His Grace, 

Pastor Justin 
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    Join us in praising God for 10,599,907 

shoebox gifts packed and donated 

worldwide in 2022.  We’ve reached    

200 million gifts delivered since 1993!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below is the 2023 donation schedule – but ANY GIFT at ANY TIME, is appreciated!! 

We would love to pack at least 750 boxes again at the packing party this November. 

Any questions, please feel free to contact Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143/412-720-8232). 

Donations may be placed in the green bin in Calvary Parlor or call Michelle to arrange for pickup.    

Celebrating 25 Years of OCC at MPC in 2023 

with a church-wide goal of 1,025 shoebox gifts! 

2022 National Collection Week totals 

Bible Chapel - McMurray                2,988 

Crossroads Ministries – Finleyville               1,636 

First Church of the Nazarene – Waynesburg             3,145 

McDonald Presbyterian Church - McDonald             2,305 

South Franklin Community Building - Washington           10,169 

Build a Shoebox Online (BASBO)                  391 

Southwestern PA Total                         20,634 

Mid-Atlantic North Total (PA & NJ)         610,298 

United States Total (includes 342,000 BASBO)     9,303,130 

Worldwide Total        10,599,907 

  MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG/SEPT OCT Year-round 

Item 

of the 

Month 

Washcloths 

and 

Bars of 

Soap 

Small 
stuffed 
animals 

Flip 
flops 

Flip 
flops, 

  

Small 

toys 

Small 

Toys 

School 

Supplies 

  

Notebooks, 
pencils  

crayons  

sharpeners 

erasers 

TBD 

Plastic  

shoeboxes,  

bandannas, 

combs, 

toothbrushes 

(or monetary 
donations) 
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reNEW Student Ministry 

The youth group has been going strong this year and we are excited for spring 
so the students can get outside and enjoy some fresh air!  On March 1st, the 
students will be getting a lesson about first aid provided by Matt 
Amoroso during our normal youth group meeting. We will be hosting a 
coffeehouse at Trinity on Friday evening, March 17th from 7-9 p.m. the 
students have been working on skits about parables and will be 
performing them at the coffeehouse. We’re also planning on a trip to 
bowling on Wednesday, March 29. Transportation will be provided, and 
we are looking for adult volunteers to help with transportation. This 
Youth Group is available to any students from grades 5th through 12th and 
meets every Wednesday evening from 6 pm to 7:45 pm in the Trinity Fellowship Hall. A student can 
join at any time. Please send an email to students@mcdonaldpres.org with any questions or concerns. 

reNEW KIDZ Youth Group 

We’re having a great year so far and are looking forward to providing the 
students with more great lessons from the Orange curriculum and having 
fun games and crafts to reinforce the lesson. We are hoping to get the 
students outside for some fun activities when the weather gets warmer. We 
are always looking for adult volunteers so that we can plan some activities 
outside of the church setting. This youth group is available to any students 
from kindergarten through 4th grades and meets every first and third 
Wednesday of the month in the Calvary Fellowship Hall from 6 pm to 7:30 
pm. Students can join at anytime. Please send an email 
to students@mcdonaldpres.org with any questions or concerns.  Happy spring!!  

MCPRESBY NEWS  

YOUTH SPAGHETTI DINNER  

SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 4-7PM  

TRINITY CENTER 

Premium Take Out with indoor dining.  

Benefits Pine Springs Camp Scholarships 

Don’t miss out on one of our most beloved dinners of the year- our Youth 
Spaghetti Dinner and Basket Raffle.  This year we will be hosting the din-
ner on April 22, and we will give all profits towards making sure every 
student can attend camp.  A week of camp now costs $500.00 so it takes 
all of us working together to send all of the kids who want to go.  Our 
youth will be servers for both the takeout and indoor dining.  Thanks in 
advance for your support! 
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MCDONALD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

YOUTH SUMMER CAMPING PROGRAM 2023 

PINE SPRINGS CAMP, JENNERSTOWN PA 
 WWW.PINESPRINGS.ORG 

McDonald Presbyterian Church is committed to sending all of our young people to summer camp that would 
like to attend.  Church Camp is not something that only “outdoorsy” kids do.  It is something that we believe 
is a powerful spiritual formation experience. A week of spiritual formation could be life-changing for any 
student, especially in these times.  At camp our students experience a full week of worship, study, play, and 
relationship-building that leads to a great week of spiritual growth that is fun and energizing.  Every student 
that attends from McDonald Presbyterian Church and registers by the deadline will receive a $300.00 schol-
arship towards the cost of camp.  While the cost of camp is substantial at $550.00 this scholarship program 
will bring the costs down to below $250.00 for those who register before the early bird deadline. 

McDonald Presbyterian will be attending Pine Springs Camp Week 6: July 16-21 

We have chosen a week where all of our students, who have completed the 3rd grade or higher, will be 
able to attend camp together.  This week of the summer  there are tr aditional camps offered for  stu-
dents who have completed the third grade to the completion of their senior year.  Pastor Justin will be able to 
serve as a Volunteer Director for the exploration camp.  Adventure Exploration is open to all students who 
have completed grades 3-5.  Students who have finished grades 6-8 will attend the Adventure Journey Camp 
and students who have completed grades 9-12 will attend the Adventure Expedition Camp.  All Classic 
camps run from Sunday afternoon through Friday evening. 

MPC Registration Deadline:  Pine Spr ings does not have a registration deadline date, but our  church 
has a scholarship deadline of Sunday, June 4.  We recommend registering your camper(s) as soon as possible 
due to limited cabin availability.   For those students who do not complete a registration form and pay the 
$75.00 deposit to PSC by this date the church scholarship will be reduced from $300.00 to $250.00.   Pine 
Springs offers an early bird discount of $30 if your registration is completed or postmarked by March 27th.  
Other discounts are also offered. 

Registration Procedure:  Registration for  camp is something that happens directly between the Stu-
dent’s parent or guardian and Pine Springs.  Registration forms and initial payment should be completed 
online or mailed directly to the camp.  When this happens, contact the church office 
(office@mcdonaldpres.org) and notify us of the details: child’s name, child’s grade completed and week of 
camp attending.  Most of our parents register their children online and forward us their confirmation email, 
which works very well.  In early June a check will be sent out from our church to pay for the MPC Scholar-
ship portion of all those students who have registered.   

Other Weeks at Pine Springs: Can’t attend our week?  Have a brave young camper who wants to attend a 
different week?  PSC offers camps all summer long.  The same scholarship guidelines apply for students at-
tending from our congregation.  Students attending one of the short weeks (3 days) will receive a prorated 
scholarship of $135.  The same registration procedure applies.  

Additional Scholarships: Pine Spr ings Camp also has a scholarship fund that is available for  addition-
al support. 

Thank you for your interest and support!  Brochures are available in Calvary Parlor               
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BLESSING  

BOX 

Free Food for anyone in Need.  
Take what you need.  Leave what 
you can.  

The Blessing Box is still thriving 
with many donations as well as 
blessing many community 
members.  

Requested items include: all types 
of mac and cheese (microwave and 
traditional), boxed cereal, fruit and 
pudding cups, spaghetti sauce, 
pasta, apple sauce, heat and serve 
rice packets, canned soup, crackers, 
pancake mix, cup of soup, and the 
box favorite, ramen noodles.    

LAMPLIGHTERS 
The Lamplighters are continuing with a  study called "Seven Mile Miracle: Ex-
perience the Last Words of Christ." This 7-session study explores the last words 

of Christ from the very Holy Land locations at which they were  
spoken.  Standing on the Mount of Olives, in the Garden of Gethsemane, at Gol-

gatha, Pastor Steven Furtick unpacks the drama, power, and deeper  
meaning of Jesus’ final hours before Crucifixion.  We meet Monday  

evenings from 7-8:30pm.  We will meet in Calvary Center New Beginnings 
Room on March 6, March 20 and March 27.  Please let Syndria or Patty know if 

you are interested in joining us. 
 

LUNCH LADIES 
Lunch Ladies meet every other Monday (March 13 & 27) at noon and are 
continuing a 6 week study of Everything Y ou Need by Dr. David           
Jeremiah.  You are welcome to join us! Please contact Peggy Samarin or 
Linda Matchett if you have any questions. 

THE UPPER ROOM 
The Upper Room CLG is studying Revelation for the next couple of 

months. New participants are always welcome. Please join us in Calvary 
Fellowship Hall. Meetings begin at 9:30 am on Sundays. Please contact 

Dana Motte if you have any questions.  

YAHWEH WEDNESDAY 
Bring a lunch and join us at noon on Wednesdays in Trinity Parlor. 
We are currently studying Elijah and Elisha in the book of I Kings. 
Contact Pastor Justin for additional information.  

FOOD BANK 
For the month of March, the Food 

Bank is requesting canned fruit that 
can be dropped off in Calvary Parlor. 

They are also accepting cash and 
check donations. Please make checks 
payable to McDonald Presbyterian 

Church and indicate “Food Bank” on 
the memo line. Please contact Ed 

Nalesnick with any questions.    
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LENTEN GIVING MISSION PROJECT 

We are excited to partner once again with our local 
FMSC MobilePack host. This fall, volunteers from 
MPC will join others at South Fayette Intermediate 
School to help pack thousands of life-saving Manna-
Pack Rice meals to feed hungry kids around the 
world. 
 
One meal costs 29 cents - by filling an M&M tube 
with quarters, you can feed close to 50 children!!!  
 
We’ve had a successful campaign so far! If you still 
have donations to turn in, please do so as soon as 
possible.  Call Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143) with 
questions or to arrange drop off of your tube(s). 
Checks can be made payable to MPC, with "FMSC" 
in the memo line.  

Vacation Bible School 
We are excited to be having Vacation Bible 

School again this year, June 26-30 for children 
ages 4 through 5th grade! Please contact 

Dawn Jeannette if you have any questions or 
if you would like to help! 

24 HOUR PRAYER VIGIL 

24-Hour Easter Prayer Vigil 

Begins on Friday, April 7th @7pm 

Ends on Saturday, April 8th @7pm 

More details and sign-up information to follow 
later this month.  

Thank You 
My appreciation to my church family for your 
prayers, cards, food, phone calls, and visits at 
the death of my husband, Rob. Special thanks 
to the kitchen crew and to Pastor Justin for all 

he did and for his caring. - Donna Bennett 

BREEZE CHURCH  

MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
MPC is switching to a new church            

management system. Members will have the 
ability to log on and view their contributions 

and personal profiles.  Members can also   
access the directory and  main calendar.  

Please visit  
https://mcdonaldpres.breezechms.com/ 

to create your login information and view 
your profile! 
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Calvary Fellowship Hall and Kitchen Construction Update 

You may be aware that we have undertaken a significant project in the replacement of our mainline sewer 
system in Calvary Center. We were in acute need of replacing all of the drain lines for our kitchen and 
furnace room area and the main line across the fellowship hall. We also are addressing the long term   wa-
ter and flooding problems that existed in that space. A new and comprehensive French drain system is al-
ready working well and will be the foundation for dealing with any water problems that could arise in the 
future. Through this project we uncovered many aspects of the system that over the years had failed. 
Since all of this work needed to be done, and the extensive nature of the work required the full removal of 
our kitchen, it was the right time to remodel the kitchen area and provide a fresh layout that will support 
all of the future uses of the kitchen. The former dishwasher had ceased working years ago and was taking 
up a large amount of space in the kitchen area. A new layout with updated equipment that meets current 
health standards has been prepared. The walls will be repaired and the floor will be resurfaced. The work 
is being financed through several of our reserve accounts. We are trusting in the Lord for their refilling in 
the seasons ahead. Below are some pictures from the current work. Thank you everyone for your         
wonderful flexibility and support. 

The entryway into the 
men's room was  
frequently wet. It now 
has a functioning  
French drain.  

The furnace room sink was  
a problem and will be  
replaced along with new  
plumbing and French 
drain.  
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Schedules 

MARCH 2023  

MARCH ACOLYTE SCHEUDLE 

MAR 5 (Communion)- Julia Wasco & 
Alyssa Wasco 

 

MAR 12- Asher  Mar tin & Jonah Amsler  
 
MAR 19- Kamden Ware & Ian Jeannette 
 
MAR 26- Julia Amsler  & Emma Ware 
 

CHOIR PRACTICES FOR MARCH 

 Mar 2 – 7:00pm Praise Team 
              7:30pm Adult Choir 

 Mar 9 – 7:00pm Praise Team 
     7:30pm Adult Choir 

Mar 16 – 7:00pm Praise Team 
               7:30pm Adult Choir 

Mar 23 – 7:00pm Praise Team 
     7:30pm Adult Choir 

Mar 30 – 7:00pm Praise Team 
              7:30pm Adult Choir 

* If you would like to join us, 
please contact Syndria Lowe or Heidi Betschart! 

3/5/2023 Kristie Briceland 

3/12/2023 Beth Tidd 

3/19/2023   

3/26/2023 Debbie Elicker 

LAY LEADERS 

3/5/2023   

3/12/2023   

3/19/2023   

3/26/2023 
Michelle Unruh/  

Patty Doane 

YOUNG DISCIPLES 

3/5/2023  Mary Bennett 

3/12/2023   

3/19/2023 Mary Bennett 

3/26/2023   

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

We need YOU! We are still looking to fill 
some volunteer roles for the coming months. If 
you are interested in helping any of these are-
as, please contact Kerry in the church office, 
or visit our Sign-Up genius page at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0948aea
a22a5fdc34-mpcvolunteers#/ 

Thank you!!! 

 



 

 

Page 10 MCPRESBY NEWS  

 

 

 

Dorothy Alrutz 

Southmont 
835 South Main St,  

Rm #406 
Washington, PA 15301  

Jim Crowe 

120 Mosside Blvd, Apt 339  
N Versailles, PA 15137  

Larry Doak 

H. John Heinz III Progressive Ctr 
First Floor South Hall 
1010 Delafield Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15215 

 
Middy Ecker 

Victoria Manor 
100 Rose Court 

Oakdale, PA 15071 

Peggy Hughey 

Hawthorne Woods 
791 Locust Avenue, Room 104 

Washington,  PA 15301 

Ida Galicic 

Juniper Village - Room 216 

1320 Greentree Road 

Pittsburgh, PA  15220 

 

 

 

Laurain Lacotte 

Victoria Manor 
100 Rose Court 

Oakdale, PA 15071 

Dorothy Penberthy 

Victoria Manor 
100 Rose Court 

Oakdale, PA 15071 

Dolores Bable      Helen Catrain     Mary Catherine Garrett 

Hilda Glass     Julie Hanzcar      Lila Turk     Joy Penderville   

COMMUNITY GOOD FRIDAY  

SERVICE 

First Baptist Church of McDonald 

This has been a long standing tradition that First 
Baptist Church holds Good Friday Service. Be 
sure to mark your calendars to attend on April 

7th at 7:30PM.  



 

 

WEEKLY EVENTS 

SUNDAYS    9:30am Sunday School  

   10:45am Worship  

MONDAYS  AA (Calvary Center) 

TUESDAYS  Boy Scouts 

WEDNESDAYS reNEW 6:00pm 

   Yahweh Wednesdays (Noon) 

THURSDAYS Adult Choir   

MONTHLY EVENTS 

Mar 5 Communion   

Mar 13  Session  Meeting  

Mar 1 & 15     ReNew Kidz 

MARCH 2023 

 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 Greg Gilbert   3/3 

Jared Thomas   3/3 

Julie Bennett   3/6   

Heidi Betschart  3/6   

Dixie Haberland  3/6   

Ryan Wockley   3/6  
 Debbie Endy   3/7   

Edward Gilbert  3/8  

Syndria Lowe   3/11  
 Jim Martin   3/16  
  

 

Kate Zombeck     3/16 

Larry Doak     3/17  

Addison Demo    3/18 

Gary Haberland    3/18  

Jeffrey Burger     3/19 

Paul Bianchini     3/20 

Judy Cook     3/20 

Nancy Turk     3/20  

Kari Bair     3/23 

Andy Buydasz     3/23 

Dawn Jeannette    3/24 

Lana Gilbert     3/25 

Teri Runtas     3/28 

Sue Dodds     3/29 

Jillian Panizza     3/29 

Carrie Theiss     3/29 

Kris Hanczar     3/30 

Adrienne Frazier    3/31  
   

Adrienne & Matt Frazier 3/11 

Vicki & Bob Zyra  3/26 



 

 

McDonald Presbyterian Church is a mid-sized congregation located in 

McDonald, PA that exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  Our worship, service and outreach are all focused on helping others 

experience the love of God and the joy that comes from knowing Him.  We 

love what we do and who we are when we come together as a community of 

God’s people.  Our door is always open, and we look forward to meeting 

you and welcoming you into our fellowship.  

Worship Site: 
202 West Lincoln Avenue 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Office Location: 
119 Station Street 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Phone:  (724) 926-8561 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 
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GET CONNECTED ... BE ENGAGED 

 

WORSHIP  

Sundays @ 10:45 a.m. Calvary Center or  

live on Facebook 

 

DISCOVER 

Join a Community Life Group- 

Yahweh Wednesday, Lunch Ladies, The Upper Room, Lamplighters 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

Attend the St. Patrick’s Day Coffee House and support our youth! 

 

ACT 

Commit to one of our summer ministries: 

Vacation Bible School-  June 26-30 

Summer Service Week- July 25-28 

Worship in the Park- July 30 

Pastor 
Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 
(724) 699-0157 

Children’s Ministries  
Coordinator 
Mary Bennett  

students@mcdonaldpres.org 

Children’s & Youth  
Ministry Assistant 

Jennifer Lupi 

Choir Director:   Syndria Lowe 

Assistant Choir Director 
Heidi Betschart 

Administrative Assistant 
Kerry Schmitt 

kerry@mcdonaldpres.org 

Bookkeeper:  Connie Buydasz 
bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org 

Operations Officer:  
Tom Maxwell 

Custodial Staff 
Bob McDowell 

Shannon Gowing 

Newsletter Editor:  Kerry Schmitt 


