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Summer Worship begins Sunday, June 6. Worship will be held at 10:00 a.m. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

It feels a bit surreal to know that we will actually have the opportunity 
to host our Vacation Bible School program this year for the children of 
our community.  Trinity Center has been the home of Vacation Bible 
School for the last 50 years.  Dorothy Penberthy was the director for 
many years and so was Sandy Meyers.  Generations of children have 
grown up with a week to look forward to each summer. I know from 
experience that my kids ask more questions about Jesus during VBS 
week than any other week of the year.   

This year, Dawn Jeanette stepped forward as our Director to help us 
put it all together.  We have a truly amazing team of volunteers and we 
have hopes of hosting upwards of 100 people for the week.  Our 
volunteers are what makes the week possible and we are so thankful 
for each of you.  We know that it is a sacrifice, but we also hope that it 
is refreshing to your soul to see the kids having fun together and 
learning about Jesus.  The children will be wearing masks and we will 
make some Covid considerations, but in general, the program will 
operate as it has in the past.   

The program runs from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. each day from Monday, June 28 to Friday, July 2.  The best 
way that you can support us is to talk to the children in your family and in your neighborhood and offer to 
help bring them back and forth to Bible School.  Parents need help making their schedules work and you 
might be the reason someone is able to attend. 

Please do not delay.  Children must be pre-registered in order to attend. Jump on the McDonald Presbyterian 
Church website and register your crew! www.mcdonaldpres.org 
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LOVE IN DISAGREEMENT 
 

And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each other. 
Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus, 

 but Paul chose Silas and departed…  Acts 15:39-40 

 

Disagreements among believers and people in general are a part of our fallen condition in the world.  Until 
Christ returns, there will be disagreements because we do not see clearly yet.  Oh, how we look forward to 
the day when all things become clear!  The Bible is full of accounts of God’s people coming into conflict 
with one another.  Disputes abound about how life should be lived, how ministry is conducted, and how 
countries should be ruled.   

The sons of Jacob fought with one another, sold Joseph into slavery, and left him for dead.  Moses and 
Aaron battled it out under the stress of leading a vast nation in the middle of the desert.  Saul and David 
were at each other over issues of loyalty and governance.  The Northern tribes of Israel were in conflict 
with the southern tribes of Judah.  The prophets and the kings traded words and actions back and forth.  The 
Pharisees were in conflict with the Sadducees.  Paul the Apostle experienced conflict with various people 
and even some of his closest ministry partners: Peter, Barnabas and John Mark.  In some of these conflicts 
theology is a major factor, but in other cases it is a disagreement about strategy and how the people of God 
should behave or who should be doing what when.  Many of Paul’s letters are written to help young 
churches work through their disagreements. 

As a Christian today, our heart should be to learn from the conflicts shared in the scriptures and realize that 
massive sins can be forgiven and relationships can be restored.  We also need to understand that in dealing 
with conflict, we can disagree sharply on a matter and still maintain a relationship.  This is possible when 
we believe in the sincere intentions of those we disagree with.  While there is much to disagree with in this 
world, we will experience the greatest love when we seek to keep open communication with all the people 
God has put into our lives.   Paul disagreed strongly with the decisions of Peter and the Jerusalem council 
and eventually they would understand that God was doing something new through the Gentiles. 

Reconciliation and open conversation is what the Gospel is all about.  
Joseph forgave his brothers and rebuilt a relationship with them after 
they had betrayed him.  Moses restored and used Aaron after he 
fashioned a golden calf for worship while Moses was on the 
mountain.  God restored and used David after he had Uriah killed 
unjustly.  Jesus restored Peter after his denial.  The church accepted 
Paul as an Apostle after he approved of Stephen’s execution.  And 
yes, Paul welcomed Barnabas and John Mark back after their season 
of disagreement. 

Let’s take a look at what we can harvest from these conflicts in our 
present day.  First of all, faith underpins all reconciliation and 
restoration.  When our belief in Jesus is our center, everything else 
becomes more manageable.  Also, the parties had to become ready to 
re-connect.  This is where God is often at work.  He will orchestrate 
ideas, events, and words that help us to surrender the pain of 
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disagreement and to regroup humbly after making ill-fated choices.  
Reconciliation requires speech.  Reconciliation without conversation 
is a fallacy.  Relationships are restored when the parties involved 
come back together and the sin of the past is properly dealt with.  
The wrong still exists, but it is covered by the blood of Jesus and 
therefore is no longer a burden but a testimony to the power of God. 

I want to address the current climate that is endorsing the shunning 
of loved ones who do not carry the same social values that we think 
are appropriate.  This is an extremely difficult issue from every side.  
When two different worldviews about sexuality, or morality, or 
politics collide, the sharp disagreements may indeed cause us to part 
ways for a season.  In the reformed tradition we have always had a 
belief in conscience, meaning that when someone is convicted about 
a truth in the Scriptures that we should give latitude for that belief 
when possible.  Also, a part of that conscience principle is that when 
someone’s conscience leads them to a place that is outside of the 
boundaries that have been set, that person should be allowed to go 
and practice their faith as they understand it.  The disagreement may 
be sharp. But hopefully, both sides are committed to fulfilling their 
commitment to each other and to releasing the other on the principle 
of conscience if restoration in the short term is impossible. This is 
not hate. It is the choosing of a different path with a respectful 
understanding being put in place between the two parties.   

We are not required by God to accept the constantly revising moral code of our culture.  Many will say that 
if we fail to do so we must be horrible people filled with hate.  Many feel great satisfaction by cutting off all 
communication with those they feel are unworthy of their time because they hold a certain set of beliefs.  
This is not the way of Jesus!  Jesus formed relationships with sinners and spoke with anyone that would 
speak to him.  He loved all and had compassion for all.  But, what he did not do was give people permission 
to live unrepentant, sinful lives and tell them that God was happy with them anyway.  Jesus commands us 
to love our enemies.  If we take him seriously, we will also not be hesitant to love our loved ones who 
think, live, or vote differently from us.  The love may have a different character than in the past but 
nevertheless a powerful relationship can still exist.  In this season we must make a commitment to keep 
talking with those with whom we disagree.  Conversation is a key part of how minds are opened and sin is 
uncovered.  We all have blind spots and room to grow.  Make sure you are not burning any bridges. Instead 
keep your ports of entry open for visits from all kinds of people with all kinds of beliefs so that the Love of 
Jesus can reach every heart ready to hear it. 

 
Sincerely in Faith, 
 
Rev. Justin 
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Operation Christmas Child 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

   ITEMS OF THE MONTH:    

      *Flip Flops -Boy and/or Girl, any size  
          

     Current donation update below. 

     Any donation at any time is appreciated! 

     Bars of Soap – 299           Washcloths – 394 

             Small stuffed animals – 450+  Flip Flops – 115 
 

Any questions, please feel free to contact Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143) 

**  Ida Galicic would like to THANK EVERYONE who has been so generously supplying  

4-ply yarn so she can continue to crochet hats for the shoeboxes  ** 

PINE SPRINGS CAMP 

Don’t forget about the awesome 
opportunity to have your kids spend a 
week at Pine Springs learning about 
God’s word with other kids. Pastor 
Justin and many MPC kids will be 
attending July 18-23. There is still time 
to register your child for Pine Springs 
Camp and receive a partial scholarship.  

There are Pine Springs Camp brochures 
at the Welcome Table or you can visit 
their website at www.PineSprings.org.   

Be sure to register online with your 
down payment paid and submit your 
receipt to office@mcdonaldpres.org.  



 

 

RENEW NEWS 
 

We are so excited to get the kids outside now that the weather is nice!  We 
will be wrapping up our weekly reNEW meetings on June 9th with a 
picnic in the park and Ma’s Ice cream.  We will get the kids together a 
couple of times over the summer starting with volunteering at VBS during 
the week of June 28 through July 2, a Christmas in July pool party at the 
Bennett’s house on July 25 (since we had to cancel our Christmas party 
due to Covid), lending a hand during Summer Service Week July 28 - July 
30, and another pool party at the Ventura house sometime in August.  

We had a fantastic year with the kids in the reNEW Youth Group and we are all looking forward to 
beginning again in the fall!  

Have a great summer everyone! 
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RENOVATION UPDATES 
 

We are very much anticipating the completion of our Children’s space in Calvary Fellowship Hall and 
the new space in the former choir room/game room behind Trinity Kitchen.  As you can see from the 
photos, Calvary Fellowship Hall is very much under construction and is looking better every day.  The 
walls are complete in Trinity Game room and the flooring material is on site.  Soon the concrete will 
be leveled, and the flooring will be ready to put down to complete the project.   

Many thanks to those who are participating in our Cornerstone Campaign that has made these projects 

possible.  If you would like to contribute financially to the Children’s area in Calvary Fellowship Hall, 
simply make a gift labeled Cornerstone Campaign by check or online and the funds will go directly to 
this project and potentially others in the future.  Thank you for all of your support!    

The Calvary Fellowship Hall Children’s Area will 
be open to the rest of the hall with a moveable soft- 
sided partition. 

This new space will feature a higher ceiling, 
updated lighting, along with a new projector and 
sound system. It will be a beautiful and practical 
space for our children’s church ministry.  

The Trinity Game Room Area will be looking 
sharp when the new flooring is installed. We are 
looking forward to using the room for many 
different things in the future. 

The greatly improved storage area behind the 
game room will be a great asset for all of our 
ministries. 
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A LITTLE BIT OF (VERY GOOD) HELP THIS SUMMER 
 

 

Please extend a warm welcome to Jack Roths when he joins us to 
prepare for and execute our Vacation Bible School program this 
year.  As you may know, Jack is the adult son of Don and Melanie 
Roths and their family has just returned home after over 40 years in the 
mission field overseas.  We are so blessed to have his assistance for 
three weeks this summer.  Jack will be with us for two weeks to help us 
with VBS and he will also be with us for Summer Service Week to help 
us lead our group of teens who will be helping out.  Thank you Jack for 
being so willing to jump in and help.  We are praying for a smooth 
transition into life in the United States!   

AT HOME SCIENCE EXPERIMENT: STAY AFLOAT  
 

Best for: Ages 6 to 12 

Explore why objects float — and how faith makes the impossible possible. 
 

Bible Connect: Matthew 17:14-20 

What you will need: Two glass pint jars, an egg, a spoon, 4 ounces of salt, small objects, and water. 

The Experiment 

Ask: Do you think a single ingredient, such as salt, can totally change a situation?  

Fill one jar with water and carefully place an egg in the water. What happens? Fill a 
second jar with water and mix in 4 ounces of salt to simulate the salt concentration in the 
Dead Sea. Ask kids to hypothesize about whether the egg will float in the second jar. 
Remove the egg from the first jar and place it in the saltwater. Then experiment with 
other objects, placing some in tap water and some in saltwater to see what floats in each. 
Carefully retrieve the eggs so they’re not wasted. 

Scientific Facts 

Salt water weighs more than tap water because it’s denser. An egg floats in saltwater because the water 
weighs more than the egg. The Dead Sea is almost 10 times as salty as the world’s oceans, with salt 
content at 26 to 35 percent. 

Talk About It 

Ask: Was your  guess correct? What differences did you observe when you placed the objects in the 
saltwater and tap water? Before this experiment, did you think it was possible for an egg to float in water? 
Why or why not? 

Read the Scripture.  

Ask: How do you think the disciples felt when Jesus said faith could move a mountain? When have 

you had to have faith in something that seemed impossible? 
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COMMUNITY LIFE GROUPS 

Upper Room: The Upper  Room CLG is studying Victory in Spiritual W arfare by Dr . Tony Evans. 
Workbooks are $15.00. We meet every Sunday at 9:30 AM in Calvary Fellowship Hall. Email Debbie 
Elicker with questions at bamnpap217@comcast.net. All are welcome!  

Lamplighters: The Lamplighters are now gather ing together! We recently star ted a study of the 
Psalms and meet the 1st, 3rd, & 4th Mondays in the Trinity Center Fellowship Hall from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. 
If you are interested in joining us, please contact Patty Doane or Syndria Lowe for more information.  

Yahweh Wednesday: This Bible study meets most Wednesdays at 
noon in the Trinity Parlor. Bring a lunch and join us as we journey through 
the Exodus narratives. Contact Pastor Justin for additional information.  

Lunch Ladies: The Lunch Ladies Bible Study has resumed and will 
continue to meet every other Monday at noon. We are currently studying, 
Twelve More Women of the Bible. Contact Peggy Samarin or Linda 
Matchett for more information. 

SUMMER SERVICE WEEK: JULY 28-30  

Please pray about joining us for our annual Summer Service Week that will 
take place this year. Service Week will be held July 28-30 and will be based 
out of Trinity Center with a meeting on Tuesday evening July 27. We will be 
doing outside work only and we will also offer breakfast, lunch, and dinner. 

If you prefer to stay in a family pod, we will also be accommodating family 
work teams. We know there are many needs within our community and we 
look forward to working together to make a difference. Volunteer and 
homeowner applications are available on  our church website or by 
contacting the church office. Please contact Tom Maxwell or the church 
office if you have any questions. 

To you & your generous church family, thank you for 

your gift to the City Mission in February. Your 

donation allows us to carry out our mission 

statement. “We exist to share Christ to shelter, to 

heal, and to restore the 

homeless to independent living 

without discrimination.” 
 

May God Bless, 

Shelley Kubincanek 

MCDONALD AREA  
COMMUNITY YARD SALE 

Saturday, June 5 there will be a 
community wide yard sale. 
Additional space in the park 
will be set aside for non-
residents and vendors. Paper 
maps will be available that 
morning at the Lincoln Avenue 
side of Calvary. For additional 
details visit mcdonaldboro.com 
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MPC Puzzles        
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Care List: Please be in prayer for those who can not worship with  us on a regular basis.  

MCPRESBY NEWS  

Dorothy Alrutz 

Woodside Place of Washington 
954 Redstone Rd, Rm #228 
Washington, PA 15301  

Larry Doak 

H. John Heinz III Progressive Ctr 
First Floor South Hall 
1010 Delafield Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15215 

Middy Ecker 

Victoria Manor 
100 Rose Court 
Oakdale, PA 15071 
 

Mary Catherine Garrett 

The Greenery 
2200 Hill Church Houston Rd 
Canonsburg, PA 15317  
Room 127  

Peggy Hughey 

Hawthorne Woods 
791 Locust Avenue, Room 104 
Washington,  PA 15301 

Laurain Lacotte 

Vanadium Woods 
Apt 118, 50 Vanadium Road 
Bridgeville,  PA 15017 

 

Dorothy Penberthy 

Victoria Manor 
100 Rose Court 
Oakdale, PA 15071 

Joy Penderville 

Presbyterian SeniorCare 
850 S Main St  
Washington, PA 15301  

Connie Walker 

Helen Purcell Home 
1854 Norwood Boulevard 
Health Care Unit 
Zanesville, OH 43701 
 

Elmer Brown    Helen Catrain     Jim Crowe    Hilda Glass     Julie Hanzcar     

Joann Gibbs     6/1 

Abigayle Goodwin  6/3 

Cory Crawford  6/7 

Makenzie Kutcher-Marte 6/8 

Rosalynd Yates  6/10 

Selah Amsler   6/12 

Shawn McMillen  6/16 

Alexander Nemec  6/17 

Lorraine Zombeck  6/17  

Della Endy   6/19 

Julie Petito   6/19  

Ian Allen   6/20 

Marlene Thomas  6/21 

Sandra McCloud  6/23  

Anthony Marin  6/25  

Brenda Cischke   6/26 

Martin Ryan   6/27  

Jackie Bonds    6/28  

Rex Keslar   6/30  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lynn & Jim Brockman  6/2    

Diane & Bob Shepherd 6/6  

Alice & Ron Todorowski  6/6  

Kara & Ryan Wockley 6/10 

Donna & Bob Klimas   6/11  

Jackie & Patrick Bonds  6/11  

Peggy & Dean Moore  6/11 

Rhonda & Randy Lauff  6/12   

Kris & David Hanczar  6/13      

Charlene & Robert Potts  6/13     

Kari & Ted Bair, Jr.   6/14 

Deborah & Cliff Elicker      6/14 

Marcia & Mike Jewell         6/18 

Lisa & Donn Carter         6/19 

Brianne &  Ed Eiler        6/20 

Jennifer & Robert Guidice 6/21 

Kathy & Rich McVicker  6/22 

Teri & Jerri Runtas   6/23 

Kathy & Ray Morgan  6/26 
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WEEKLY EVENTS 

 

SUNDAYS    9:30am Sunday School  

   10:45am Worship  

WEDNESDAYS Yahweh Wednesdays (Noon) 

   reNEW (6-7:30pm) 

 

June 2021 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

     June 9   reNEW End of Year Celebration 

   June 20  Father’s Day 

   June 28- July 2 VBS Week   

 

 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

 

June 6   Cookies for Cops 
   

June 7, 21, 28  Lamplighters Bible Study 
        (7:00pm) 

June 7 & 21  Lunch Ladies Bible Study 
                       (Noon) 

June 15   Newsletter Deadline 

The McDonald Food Bank is unable to take food donations for the month of June. We are 
accepting cash and check donations. Please make checks payable to McDonald Presbyterian 
Church and indicate “Food Bank” on the memo line. Please contact Ed Nalesnick with any 
questions. Thank you for helping to feed those in need. A special thank you to all who donated to 
help our community last month. 



 

 

Worship Site: 
202 West Lincoln Avenue 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Office Location: 
119 Station Street 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Phone:  (724) 926-8561 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

McDonald Presbyterian Church is a mid-sized congregation located in 

McDonald, PA that exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  Our worship, service and outreach are all focused on helping others 

experience the love of God and the joy that comes from knowing Him.  We 

love what we do and who we are when we come together as a community of 

God’s people.  Our door is always open, and we look forward to meeting 

you and welcoming you into our fellowship.  
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GET CONNECTED ... BE ENGAGED 

 

 

WORSHIP   

Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. in Calvary Center or 
livestreamed on Facebook. 

 

DISCOVER  

Encourage a loved one to attend VBS 

 

FELLOWSHIP  

Attend a Community Life Group 

 

ACT   

Volunteer during Summer Service Week 

RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

Visit our website: 
mcdonaldpres.org 

Livestream service link: www.facebook.com/McDonaldPres 

Pastor 
Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 
(724) 699-0157 

Children’s & Youth Ministry  
Coordinator 
Mary Bennett  

students@mcdonaldpres.org 

Children’s Church Director 
Regina Doane 

Choir Director 
  Syndria Lowe 

Assistant Choir Director 
Heidi Betschart 

Administrative Assistant 
Malisa Silassy 

malisa@mcdonaldpres.org 

Bookkeeper:  Connie Buydasz 
bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org 

Operations Officer 
Tom Maxwell 

Custodial Staff 
Pat Powell  

Bob McDowell 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Malisa Silassy 


