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 The Church Office is closed on Monday, July 5 

 Summer Service Week July 28-30 

 Check out the Music Ministry Update on Page 7 
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SUMMER SERVICE WEEK: JULY 28-30  

There is still time to join us for our annual Summer Service Week!  

Service Week will be held July 28-30 and will be based out of Trinity Center with a meeting on Tuesday 
evening July 27. We will be doing outside work only and we will also offer breakfast, lunch, and dinner. 

If you prefer to stay in a family pod, we will also be accommodating family work teams. We know there are 
many needs within our community, and we look forward to working together to make a difference. 
Volunteer and homeowner applications are available on  our church website or by contacting the church 
office. Please contact Tom Maxwell or the church office if you have any questions. 
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Pastor’s Page 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 
of heaven belongs to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 

 

As I write this, we are in the midst of our Vacation Bible School week. It is fantastic to see all of the kids 
coming together, having fun, and learning about Jesus.  As a congregation we take many steps to make 
sure that we are discipling our kids and reaching out to our community.  It is not an easy task and takes 
significant personal sacrifice for everyone that is involved.  It is apparent from this famous Bible text 
above that many people thought that Jesus was too busy and too important to be bothered with children.  
This was not the case.  Jesus made time for the little ones.  He made time for everyone.  The same is true 
for us.  We all have a responsibility to make time for our little ones. 

In our rapidly developing 21st century culture, the local church is on the very forefront of the battle for our 
kids’ hearts and minds.  All of those who have gone before us have invested materially and spiritually in 
this congregation so that we would be ready for such a time as this.  We know that the Scriptures are true 
and that they are timeless principles for living that we need to impress upon the generations behind us.  
We can’t do it by will power alone.  We can only do it by the grace of God and the Power of the Holy 
Spirit.  Jesus came to show us how to live and how to love, and now we have the joy of following in his 
footsteps.   

Jesus told us to be as shrewd as serpents and as innocent as doves.  This is a great charge to us as we seek 
to navigate through the challenges and injustices of our world.  We have a lot of work to do to bridge and 
restore the social and racial tensions that exist in our society.  We are right to look forward to a bright 
future for the kingdom of God in this season.  Our church has everything we need to be relevant in the 
days ahead.  Jesus is the great reconciler and the churches that thrive are going to be the ones who answer 
the great questions of our time.  Our kids our depending on us to do it.    

Thank you for being a part of the McDonald Presbyterian Church family.  Let’s gather ourselves together 
as a mission team to reach the next generation.  Children’s ministry is not something that a few people 
handle to keep the kids busy on a Sunday.  It is one of our primary tasks, and we need to pray and ask that 
the Lord would raise up more workers for his harvest field.   

Be blessed and let’s join together in mission! 

Pastor Justin 
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Children & Youth Ministry 

RENEW NEWS 

reNEW Youth Group will meet a couple times over the summer. The first time will be a Christmas in July 
pool party at the Bennetts’ house to make up for the Christmas party we didn’t get to have due to Covid.   
We also hope to have another pool party at the home of Alaina Ventura some time in August.   

reNEW will resume the regularly scheduled youth group meetings beginning in September. We are 
looking forward to seeing our kids again. Hopefully, we will get to meet some new students as well! 

Each week we come up with something new for them to do and we sometimes throw in a life learning 
lesson along with a Christ centered lesson given by Justin Amsler to help them grow and strengthen their 
faith in our Lord and Savior.  

reNEW Youth Group is available to any students in grades 5 through 12 
and we meet on Wednesday evenings from 6 pm until 7:45 pm.  The 
students get about 30 minutes of recreational time in the sanctuary 
playing 9 Square in the Air and various other activities. We provide a 
cooked meal for them, then we have a lesson followed by more 
recreational time at the end of the evening.  

Youth group is a great place to meet new friends and learn about Jesus.  

What I love most about youth group is seeing the kids put their phones aside, hang out with their friends, 
play games and just have fun in a safe environment.   

Please consider sending your student to youth group. We look forward to seeing all of the kids in the fall! 
 

Faithfully, 

Mary Bennett 

Enjoy your weekly s’mores!  As the week progresses 
challenge yourself to 6 disciplines and take a rest on Sunday.  

Try to find stillness in times set aside for silence.  

(Psalm 46:10) 

Make memories in the moments summer has to 
offer.  (Proverbs 17:22) 

Observe things around you (nature, family, friends) and be 
obedient to the whispers of the Lord in His callings and 
directions to you.  (Philippians 4:13) 

Respond to what you hear from the Lord and allow Him to 
rejuvenate you from the inside out. (Hebrews 3:13) 

As your energy increases allow the excitement to move 
through you as you follow the Lords plans.   

(Philippians 2:13) 

Read the scriptures daily and be satisfied in the 
promises.  (Psalm 103:1-5) 

Love in Christ, Sarah 
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Announcements 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

FOOD DONATIONS FOR SERVICE WEEK 

If you have thought about being part of Service Week but are not able to be there in person, donating any 
of the following supplies would be very much appreciated: 

 

Water, soft drinks, juice, cereal, fruit, muffins, bagels, butter, cream cheese, jelly, peanut butter, 
bread, snacks, or desserts. 

 

The working volunteers get very  

hungry and thirsty! 
 

Any donations should be brought to Trinity Fellowship Hall before Tuesday, July 27th. 

It is our prayer that we can share what we have been blessed with to physically assist our neighbors in the 
McDonald and some surrounding areas. 

Thank You and May God Bless All of You, 

Tom & Molly 

PINE SPRINGS CAMP 

Adventure awaits many of our students as they prepare to spend 
a week at Pine Springs Camp learning about God’s word with 
other kids. Pastor Justin will join the students July 18-23 for a 
fun and  faith filled week that is sure to be long remembered. 
While the week is quickly approaching, there is still time to 
register your child for Pine Springs Camp and receive a partial 
scholarship.  

There are Pine Springs Camp brochures at the Welcome Table or 
you can visit their website at www.PineSprings.org.   

Be sure to register online with your down payment paid and 
submit your receipt to office@mcdonaldpres.org.  

Dear McDonald Church Family,  

Thank you for your warm welcome 
back to Pennsylvania!  Michelle 
Unruh visited us and brought us a 
beautiful flower basket with various 
gift cards attached for businesses in 
McDonald. We were encouraged 
and blessed by this outpouring of 
care from the church family. We 
look forward to seeing you in person 
in the weeks ahead.  

With love, thanks, & friendship, 
Melanie, Don, & Jack. 

P.s. Many thanks, too for the 
generous gift you sent into our Cru 
account in March. You guys are 
amazing! 

CRAFT & VENDOR FAIR 

Center United Presbyterian Church is hosting a “Christmas in 
July and Other Holidays Throughout the Year” Craft & Vendor 
Fair on Saturday, July 17 from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Come for a 
day of fun, food, & beautiful items with a wide variety of 
crafters & vendors ready to go. There is something for 
everyone. Questions? Email centerupcraftfair@gmail.com 

Center UP Church 

110 Washington Avenue 

PO Box 563 

Midway, PA 15060 
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Ministry Updates 

COMMUNITY LIFE GROUPS  

Upper Room: The Upper  Room CLG is studying Victory in Spir itual Warfare by Dr . Tony Evans. 
Workbooks are $15.00. We meet every Sunday at 9:30 AM in Calvary Fellowship Hall. Email Debbie 
Elicker with questions at bamnpap217@comcast.net. All are welcome!  

Lamplighters: The Lamplighters Family Life Group will be on 
hiatus for several weeks during July and August.  We will have a 
gathering in late August to discuss plans for the fall. Our prayer for you 
over the summer is that you strive to be like Moses, seeking to have a 
rich relationship with our compassionate, gracious God (Psalm 103). 
Blessings to you all, Syndria & Patty 

Yahweh Wednesday: This Bible study meets most Wednesdays at 
noon in the Trinity Parlor. Bring a lunch and join us as we journey 
through the Exodus narratives. Contact Pastor Justin for additional 
information.  

Lunch Ladies: The Lunch Ladies Bible Study has resumed and will continue to meet every other  
Monday at noon. We are currently studying, Better Decisions Fewer Regrets by Andy Stanley. Contact 
Peggy Samarin or Linda Matchett for more information.  

SO MANY 

KIDS 

CLIMBED 

ABOARD 

FOR 

MOUNTAINS 

OF FUN AT 

OUR ROCKY 

RAILWAY 

VBS!  
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Operation Christmas Child 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

 

ITEMS OF THE MONTH 

July:   Flip Flops – Boy and/or Girl, any size 

August:  school supplies - notebooks, pencils, erasers, crayons 

Current donation update below ~  Any donation at any time is appreciated! 

 

    Bars of Soap – 306                 Washcloths – 448 

    Flip flops – 188            Notebooks – 96                     

    Crayons - 90             Pencils -  81 boxes worth 

    Small stuffed animals – 450+              

Any questions, please feel free to contact Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143) 

  

 

 

Check out the email we received all the way from 
Botswana, Africa! 

 

Dear lovely people, 

 
Greetings from Botswana! Yes you read it well. That is the place 
where your box with gifts have arrived. Botswana, Kalahari desert, 
East-Hanahai, San people, Reformed Church. 

Many children were very happy last week. They have received a box 
with all kinds of stuff, that they never received before. We thank 
God for these gifts, but as we saw an address, our leaders are so kind 
to let you know too. We want to thank you too. 

May God bless you richly. 
Christmas gifts are not 
arriving always on Christmas 
day, but are welcome any 
time. Here it is winter now. 
 

Greetings from the Sunday 
school leaders, 
 

In name of all, 
Coby Visser  

Ida Galicic has been blessed with your donations of yarn – so much so that she currently 
does NOT need any more and asks that you purchase other items instead.  THANK YOU! 
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Joys and Concerns 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

Dorothy Alrutz 

Woodside Place of Washington 
954 Redstone Rd, Rm #228 
Washington, PA 15301  

Larry Doak 

H. John Heinz III Progressive Ctr 
First Floor South Hall 
1010 Delafield Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15215 

Middy Ecker 

Victoria Manor 
100 Rose Court 
Oakdale, PA 15071 
 

Peggy Hughey 

Hawthorne Woods 
791 Locust Avenue, Room 104 
Washington,  PA 15301 

Laurain Lacotte 

Vanadium Woods 
Apt 118, 50 Vanadium Road 
Bridgeville,  PA 15017 

Dorothy Penberthy 

Victoria Manor 
100 Rose Court 
Oakdale, PA 15071 

Connie Walker 

Helen Purcell Home 
1854 Norwood Boulevard 
Health Care Unit 
Zanesville, OH 43701 

 

Elmer Brown    Helen Catrain     Jim Crowe    Mary Catherine Garrett 

Hilda Glass     Julie Hanzcar     

 

LET ALL OF CREATION PRAISE YOUR HOLY NAME 

  

As we look to September 2021, we are standing firmly in 
the hope that we will be able to restart our full Music 
Ministry. The group of faithful worship leaders that took 
the reins since March 2020 look forward to joining again 
with our brothers and sisters who love to worship together 
through singing and ringing!!  Heidi and I will be 
touching base with you all in August to plan for what that 
may look like for our September start back.  Our plan is to 
reconvene our Thursday night rehearsals on Sept. 9 and to 
be a part of the Worship service on Fall Kick-off Sunday, 
Sept. 12.  Set you calendars for that date.  What a joy it 
will be to sing and ring together again!! 

For our Summer, you will be treated by some musical 
guest singers!  Thanks to all who stepped up to share their 
talents and time with our MPC family for worship. 



 

 

Lorraine & Matt Zombeck  7/29 

Heidi & Jeff Betschart  7/30 

 

AUGUST 

Jamie & Mark Slack   8/3 

Michelle & Brad Unruh  8/3 

Sarah & Justin Amsler  8/9 

Alicia & Dennis Slovick  8/14 

Mary & William Hawes  8/18 

Katie & Jim Martin   8/18 

Heather & Paul Bianchini  8/19 

Tina & Brian Kocian   8/24 

Barbara & Pat Powell   8/25 

JULY/AUGUST  2021 

July and August Celebrations 
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JULY 

Mary & Chad Bennett   7/1 

Chrystal & Brandon Yates  7/2 

Joan & John Casey   7/6 

Dawn & Brian Jeannette  7/13 

Katelynn & Joshua Tronetti  7/14 

Judy & David Masquelier  7/16 

Lois & Michael Meehan   7/18 

Linda & Neal Matchett  7/19 

JULY 

Isabella Bianchini 7/1 

Dorothy Alrutz 7/3 

Dylan Eger  7/4 

Mia Sember  7/6 

Vicki Zyra  7/6 

Dottie Cook  7/7 

Isabella Krenn  7/8 

Ryker McMillen 7/8 

Jennifer Goodwin 7/11 

Peggy Moore  7/12 

Jeff Smith  7/14 

Mildred Gilbert 7/15 

Carol McCarty 7/15 

Ted Bair Jr.  7/16 

Cliff Elicker  7/18 

Jay Nation  7/18 

Taven Yates  7/18 

Shane McGinnis 7/19 

Gabrielle Smith 7/19 

Richard McVicker 7/20 

Janet Slack  8/15 

Margaret Novak 8/17 

Nicholas Carter 8/18 

Aiden Allen  8/20 

Gianna Bianchini 8/21 

Chrystal Yates  8/23 

Kim Cook  8/24 

Sandy Meyers  8/27 

Gary McGinnis 8/29 

Ed Esposito  8/31 

Chris Burger  7/21 

Elmer Brown  7/26 

Sue Gilbert  7/26 

Rich Snatchko  7/26 

Jim Crowe, Jr.  7/29 

Andy Diamond 7/29 

 

AUGUST 

Parker Bonds  8/1 

George Schmidt 8/1 

Linda Amic  8/3 

Barbara Powell 8/3 

Arlene Carr  8/5 

Donna Toward 8/7 

Adeline Yates  8/8 

Mary Bennett  8/10 

Nicholas Berthold 8/10 

Marilou Ritchie 8/10 

Suzanne Casey 8/12 

Melissa McMillen 8/14 
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WEEKLY EVENTS 

 

SUNDAYS    10:00am Worship  

 

WEDNESDAYS Yahweh Wednesdays (Noon) 

    

 

July/August 2021 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

     July 4   Independence Day 

   July 5    Office Closed 

   July 25  reNEW Christmas In July Pool Party 

   July 28-30  Summer Service Week  

   August 1   Worship in the Park  

 

The McDonald Food Bank is unable to take food donations for the month of July & August. They are 
accepting cash and check donations. Please make checks payable to McDonald Presbyterian Church and 

indicate “Food Bank” on the memo line.  Please contact Ed Nalesnick with any questions.  

Thank you for helping to feed those in need.  

MONTHLY EVENTS 

 

July 4   Cookies for Cops 
   

July 5 & 12  Lunch Ladies Bible Study 
                       (Noon) 

August 16, & 30 Lunch Ladies Bible Study 
                       (Noon) 

August 16   Session Meeting (6:30) 



 

 

McDonald Presbyterian Church is a mid-sized congregation located in 

McDonald, PA that exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  Our worship, service and outreach are all focused on helping others 

experience the love of God and the joy that comes from knowing Him.  We 

love what we do and who we are when we come together as a community of 

God’s people.  Our door is always open, and we look forward to meeting 

you and welcoming you into our fellowship.  
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Newsletter 
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GET CONNECTED ... BE ENGAGED 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP  

Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. Calvary Center or  

Live on Facebook 

 

DISCOVER 

Community Life Groups (see inside for details and dates) 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

Send a card or phone a friend. 

 

ACT 

Volunteer with Summer Service Week. 

Prayerfully consider being a Sunday School teacher-the start of the 
new school year is right around the corner. 

Worship Site: 
202 West Lincoln Avenue 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Office Location: 
119 Station Street 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Phone:  (724) 926-8561 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

Visit our website: 
mcdonaldpres.org 

Livestream service link: www.facebook.com/McDonaldPres 

Pastor 
Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 
(724) 699-0157 

Children’s & Youth Ministry  
Coordinator 
Mary Bennett  

students@mcdonaldpres.org 

Children’s Church Director 
Regina Doane 

Choir Director 
  Syndria Lowe 

Assistant Choir Director 
Heidi Betschart 

Administrative Assistant 
Malisa Silassy 

malisa@mcdonaldpres.org 

Bookkeeper:  Connie Buydasz 
bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org 

Operations Officer 
Tom Maxwell 

Custodial Staff 
Pat Powell  

Bob McDowell 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Malisa Silassy 


