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McPresby
OPEN LIVE STREAM SERVICES TO CONTINUE IN TRINITY
CENTER FELLOWSHIP THROUGH JULY AT 10:45AM
Thank you for your participation in our recent online survey. The results of that survey are that most of
our church family continues to be cautious in regards to participation in public worship. Therefore, we
will continue to hold Sunday worship in Trinity Fellowship Hall through the month of July. This service is
open to live participation, and there is room for you. If you would like to begin attending worship in
person, you may do so at any point. We will certainly be responsive to the desires of the congregation and
the needs of our worship volunteers in regards to where and how we worship. Thank you for engaging
both in person and online!

PINE SPRINGS CAMP FAMILY CAMPING
Pine Springs Camp is open for family camping on the weekends. The fee is $50 per person 8 and under and
$70.00 age 9 and above. McDonald Presbyterian Church will cover the fee for any youth campers under the
age of 18 of families who would like to take advantage of this opportunity. Learn more and register
at www.pinesprings.org and notify the church to receive your camp scholarship redemption.
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Pastor’s Page
Ready in Season and Out of Season – Be the church where you are.
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his
appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of
season; correct, rebuke and encourage -- with great patience and careful instruction. 2 Timothy 4:1-2
The saying is almost tired: “We are certainly in a different kind of season right now.” So many seasons
are routine and connected with our age and schooling or career, but this season is different. This season
has caught all of us in mid-stride and has challenged our readiness to complete the tasks of our lives
differently. We also realize that just because our normal support network has been severely limited that
does not absolve us of our responsibilities. We still must care for our children and parents, and we still
have a mission and ministry to conduct for our Lord Jesus.
Our society and our culture have never been in greater need of the Wisdom that comes through Jesus
Christ in his Word. There is so much ideology and conflict, amazing bias, and selective reporting from
all directions, real problems and real injustices that need the medicine only Gospel-inspired solutions can
provide. We must focus very sincerely to keep our balance upon those things that we know are eternal
truths. It is essential that our faith continues to inform our every decision and that we live into our
mission to share the love of God with a hurting world. Our faith is most powerful when we allow it to
enter into the challenges of our own day and our own time. While the history of belief is an anchor and a
guide for us, we must not shy away from seeking a Gospel remedy to the current state of our world.
While I am not ready to call our present situation with coronavirus restrictions our new normal, I think it
is only prudent to admit that we will be fighting the spread of this virus for quite some time. What impact
can we as the church have on the world in the next 12 months? How can we get our message out to our
communities that are dealing with so many concerns and so much moral confusion? In short, how can we
“Be the Church” in the best way through this season? We
need to take Paul’s advice. We need to be ready in season
and out of season. We need to reconsider what the church
offers and how we communicate with each other without
large weekly gatherings. I personally am committed to
expanding our impact and the ways in which we provide
resources to our community. This is a God ordained (kairos)
moment, and we have the opportunity to reimagine our
discipleship ministries for His Glory and for the aid of people
everywhere who will be inspired by truth.
Please join me in praying and dreaming about our mission as
dispersed members of Christ’s church. Reach out with ideas
and dreams and let’s put them into action together. Be the
Church where you are and try sharing your faith with a
friend!
Grace and Peace in Him,
Pastor Justin
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Ministry Updates
CHILDREN’S CHURCH UPDATES!
Dear Friends, Hopefully soon we will be able to meet face-to-face, but until then, God has given us a way
to share Children’s Church lessons each week!!!!
To enjoy each week’s lesson, go to the church’s website (mcdonaldpres.org) and at the top of the screen,
click on “kids and students” and then “kids’ ministries.” There you will page down to the Children’s
Church section. At the bottom of the paragraph, you will find the lesson for the week. Just click and you
will see the invitation to open the lesson. In order to watch the videos, you will be asked to “enable” the
video. That’s it! Enjoy!

Here are the upcoming lessons for July and August
July 5
July 12
July 19
July 26
August 2
August 9
August 16
August 23
August 30

Elijah and the Prophets of Baal
Jacob and Esau
Paul and Barnabas
The Good Samaritan
The Birth of Moses
Nebuchadnezzar’ Dream
Jesus in the Wilderness
Philip
Joshua and Caleb

COMMUNITY LIFE GROUPS
The Upper Room: We meet Sunday mornings 9:00-10:00
am in Trinity Parlor. Presently, we are studying the book
of Judges. If you would like to join us, please email Dana
Motte at danamotte@mcdonaldpres.org.
Lamplighters: Lamplighters continue to meet via Zoom!
We are doing a study called Real-Life Discipleship:
Equipping disciples who make disciples. We meet
Monday nights from 7:00-8:30 pm. Contact Syndria or
Patty for more information.
The Lunch Ladies: The Lunch Ladies will meet at noon
on July 7 for a picnic at McDonald Park. We plan to start
our group again in September, if all goes well. Stay tuned
for updates!!!

reNEW is returning this Fall!
Stay tuned!
Students & Parents will be updated
as plans unfold in the coming weeks.
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Operation Christmas Child

SHOEBOX UPDATE
As I write this, I have no idea what God has in store for our packing party in November of this year. I just
know He has a plan and we will do our best to reach our goal of 725 shoeboxes.
If you are interested and able to help supply filler items – thank you! If you can store them at your house –
thank you! If you would like me to take them off your hands – I will! As a reminder, here’s the monthly
collection schedule for the year:
February:

washcloths

(we have 185)

March:

bars of soap

(we have 151)

April:

small stuffed animals (we have 215)

May:
June:

flip flops
(we have 456 pairs!)
We can especially use size medium for boys and girls
monetary donations to purchase bandanas and combs (in bulk)

July:

TO BE DETERMINED

August AND September: school supplies
notebooks and coloring books, pencils, erasers, crayons
October:
TO BE DETERMINED
All year:

plastic shoeboxes

(we have 76)

extra Christmas cards (no more – we have over 2000!!)
monetary donations to defray the cost of shipping ($9/box)
Any questions, please feel free to contact Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143)
**This year’s goal is 725 shoeboxes **

Ida Galicic has crocheted over 310+ hats already! Thank you to
everyone who continues to supply her with 4-ply yarn.
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Announcements
FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN
MOBILEPACK UPDATE
From corporate leadership: After much discussion and
prayer, we made the decision to postpone MobilePack events
through September 30, 2020. We continue to work toward a
solution that will allow us to re-activate MobilePack operations
in accordance with COVID-19 guidelines.
From local volunteer leadership: Sadly, we got wor d last week that we won’t be able to hold our
MobilePack this year. The plan is to cancel for this year and focus on September of 2021. We haven’t set
a date yet, but hope to do that soon. I’ll be sure to let you know when we do. Please pass my appreciation
on to your entire congregation! You all are such a blessing!!

COOKIES FOR COPS TO RESUME
With all the turmoil in the country these past few weeks
(and more), we think it's important to show our support for
our local police. Connie Buydasz and her sister-in-law
baked last weekend and took cookies to five different police
departments. They would like to open this up again for our
church bakers.

If anyone is willing and able, we will start the Cookies for
Cops outreach again the first Sunday of each month,
starting in July. Cookies can be left in the Trinity kitchen
on that first Sunday morning. We'll go back to leaving
them in the Calvary fellowship hall when we resume
services again at Calvary. It's just a small token of our
appreciation of their dedication and service, but we need to
let them know that they are in our thoughts and our prayers.

The McDonald Food Bank is unable to
take food donations for the month of
July & August. They are accepting cash
and check donations. Please make
checks payable to McDonald Presbyterian Church and indicate “Food Bank”
on the memo line.
Please contact Ed Nalesnick with any
questions. Thank you for helping to
feed those in need.

Dear McDonald Presbyterian Church,
On behalf of the North Fayette Township Police Department, we would like to thank you
for your generous donation to our Department during this time of need. The COVID-19
virus has placed hard times on the world, our nation, state, county and municipality. By
keeping our officers safe, it allows us to continue to serve our community at the high level
we pride ourselves in doing.
It is with sincere gratitude that we thank you for your generosity of providing us with cookies. This allowed
our officers to eat in a clean environment and not to have to go somewhere with concern of getting the virus
and enjoying a nice treat. It is with people like you in our neighboring community that we enjoy our job and
serving this area. Please stay safe and once again we thank you for thinking of us.
Sincerely, Chief Mark O'Donnell and the North Fayette Township Police Department
JULY/AUGUST 2020
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Notes of Appreciation
To the Congregation of McDonald
Presbyterian:
I wanted to write a quick note to say
we are so thankful for your support and
encouragement of this ministry. Your
pastor and your congregation are a vital
part in our blessing of the past 10
years. As we both trust in the Lord for
the future, please know your
partnership in the gospel is much
appreciated.
May the Lord continue to bless your
congregation in ministry. Trusting in
him: Greg, Pine Springs Camp

Dear McDonald Church Family,
Thank you for your March gift of $1250 that went into our
Cru Ministry account. It means so much to have our home
church as a partner in spreading the gospel. Thank you!
With the worldwide pandemic going on, I'm not sure how
long it may take for this snail mail card to reach you in
Pennsylvania. We pray that each and every one of you
might draw closer to the Savior
during this time. Surely, the
LORD has gotten our attention
during these unprecedented
days! We are hoping for
worldwide revival!
We send our love and thanks!
Melanie, Don and Jack

Dear McDonald Presbyterian Church,
We would like to thank you for your kind donation. It is very much appreciated at this
time. Helping us helps our families and that is what we are here to do! Please take care of
you and your families.
Thank you, The Fort Cherry Cafeteria

MEALS ON WHEELS
Community Meals on Wheels of McDonald is
seeking an experienced, energetic, and talented
cook to run our kitchen! We have been serving
the greater McDonald area for nearly 50 years.
We offer high quality, nutritious meals at low
prices to seniors and others in need in our
community, and we are committed to helping
our clients stay at home and continue to live
independently through the various seasons of
life.
The Community Meals on Wheels Cook would
be responsible for the overall operation of the
kitchen, including weekly menu planning,
ordering and/or purchasing all required food and
supplies from our established vendors, meal
preparation, and packaging of meals for delivery
to our clients. For more detailed information
regarding the job please email us at
mcdonaldmeals@gmail.com.
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Congratulations
to
Caitlin and Carson Allen
who delivered a healthy,
6lb/18” baby boy
Saturday, June 20!
Welcome to the world
Ian Wyatt Allen!
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Puzzles
Find the hidden meaning for each group of words.
Songs of our faith, holiday songs, and bible tidbits.
1. Beast wrong kin the hill hoard

16. Wisk rues if eyed dead-end bear Reed

2. Hour fall the rue heart in Evan

17. Shoe oral Lee hiss thus sun off got

3. Micah purr on with though fur

18. Hank cods Ed lit Thayer peal height

4. Hoh lit tilt how enough bah ethyl Liam

19. Eye knead thief ever Hee-Haw war

5. That tank Kim manned mints

20. Four olives in tanned fall lash shore
dove thug Laurie oaf got

6. Bull less Sid pea that eye the hat buy ins
7. Thigh in his thug Lori
8. Aunt the hay worse sewer of raid

21. Heel Edith maybe scythed this tee eel
what hearse

9. Forgot solo fit the war hold

22. Hike and two Wendy thing threw rim
moo gifts me stir ink the

10. That two miss hemp tea

23. Hog Ray eight towel lard

11. Hiss nay miss call demon ewe whale

24. Knee hear tooth the art dove got

12. Theo lid drug get Ross

25. Beak gauze zeal ifs !

13. We hear runnin’ thus spear rid
14. Pull acid dizzy zoo comes sin the nay
mauve the low hoard
15. Foreign two ewe hasp bore in ace safe
yore

Answers:
1. Be Strong in the Lord 2. Our Father Who Art in Heaven 3. My Cup Runneth Over 4. O Little Town of Bethlehem 5. The Ten
Commandments 6. Blessed be the Tie That Binds 7. Thine is The Glory 8. And They Were Sore Afraid 9. For God So Loved the
World 10. The Tomb is Empty 11. His Name is Called Emmanuel 12. The Old Rugged Cross 13. We are One in the Spirit 14. Blessed is
He Who Comes in the Name of the Lord 15. For Unto You is Born a Savior 16. Was Crucified Dead and Buried 17. Surely He is the
Son of God 18. And God Said Let There be Light 19. I Need Thee Every Hour 20. For All Have Sinned and Fall Short of the Glory
of God 21. He Leadeth Me Beside the Still Waters 22. I Can Do Anything Through Him Who Gives Me Strength 23. How Great Thou
Art 24. Near to the Heart of God 25. Because He Lives
JULY/AUGUST 2020

Page 7

Joys and Concerns
Elmer Brown

Helen Catrain

Hilda Glass

Julie Hanzcar

Dorothy Penberthy

Dorothy Alrutz, *NEW Address* Woodside Place of Washington
954 Redstone Road, Room 214, Washington, PA 15301
Larry Doak, H. J ohn Heinz III Pr ogr essive Center
First Floor South Hall, 1010 Delafield Road, Pittsburgh PA 15215
Peggy Hughey, Hawthor ne Woods
791 Locust Avenue, Room 104, Washington PA 15301
Mary Ann Johnen, Pr esbyter ian Senior Car e
Southmont Room 528, 835 South Main Street, Washington PA 15301
Laurain Lacotte, Vanadium Woods
Apt 118, 50 Vanadium Road, Bridgeville PA 15017
Connie Walker, Helen Pur cell Home
1854 Norwood Boulevard, Health Care Unit, Zanesville OH 43701

LAMPLIGHTERS HONOR FIRST RESPONDERS
On Monday, June 22, the Lamplighters Community Life Group prepared a dinner for the first responders
in our area. The group was looking for a way to thank those who have been continually on the front lines
without the benefit of working remotely or socially distancing. Upon the heels of quarantine, these first
responders appeared to be hit with unwarranted criticism and the Lamplighters wanted these individuals to
know that they are appreciated for their dedication, bravery and grace under fire.
We always thank God for all of
you and continually mention you
in our prayers. We remember
before our God and Father your
work produced by faith, your
labor prompted by love and your
endurance inspired by hope…”
1 Thessalonians 1:2-3

Seventy-nine meals were prepared, packed and
delivered to the McDonald Police Department,
McDonald Fire Department and Ft. Cherry Ambulance
and Transport Service workers. Each meal included a
small card that contained a scriptural reference (1
Thessalonians 1:2-3) and the church’s contact email and
Facebook page. The meals were prayed over asking that
they provide physical and spiritual nourishment to those
who receive them.
The Lamplighters have been studying discipleship and
used this outreach event as a good start in their journey
of being more missional and learning to disciple.

Pine Springs Camp Maintenance Volunteers Needed
With the Coronavirus pandemic forcing Pine Springs Camp to mostly shut
down this summer, the camp did not replace their maintenance staff person
when the position became available this spring. Therefore they are seeking
volunteers to help with mowing, cabin cleaning and many other chores. If
you are interested in making a trip to the camp contact Pastor Justin and we
can coordinate some volunteers to go together. Overnight lodging is a
possibility as well.
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Due to the many
restrictions placed
on summer
activities, VBS
has been cancelled
for this year.
MCPRESBY NEWS

July and August Celebrations

JULY
Isabella Bianchini
Dorothy Alrutz
Dylan Eger
Mia Sember
Vicki Zyra
Isabella Krenn
Ryker McMillen
Jennifer Goodwin
Peggy Moore
Kirsten Munoz
Jeff Smith
Mildred Gilbert
Carol McCarty
Ted Bair Jr.
Cliff Elicker

7/1
7/3
7/4
7/6
7/6
7/8
7/8
7/11
7/12
7/12
7/14
7/15
7/15
7/16
7/18

Jay Nation
Taven Yates
Shane McGinnis
Gabrielle Smith
Richard McVicker
Chris Burger
Elmer Brown
Sue Gilbert
Rich Snatchko
Jim Crowe, Jr.
Andy Diamond

7/18
7/18
7/19
7/19
7/20
7/21
7/26
7/26
7/26
7/29
7/29

AUGUST
Parker Bonds
8/1
George Schmidt
8/1

Linda Amic
Barbara Powell
Arlene Carr
Donna Toward
Adeline Yates
Mary Bennett
Nicholas Berthold
Marilou Ritchie
Suzanne Casey
Melissa McMillen
Janet Slack
Margaret Novak
Nicholas Carter
Aiden Allen
Thomas Garrett Sr.
Gianna Bianchini
Chrystal Yates
Kim Cook
Sandy Meyers
Gary McGinnis
Ed Esposito

8/3
8/3
8/5
8/7
8/8
8/10
8/10
8/10
8/12
8/14
8/15
8/17
8/18
8/20
8/20
8/21
8/23
8/24
8/27
8/29
8/31

JULY
Mary & Chad Bennett

7/1

Chrystal & Brandon Yates

7/2

Joan & John Casey

7/6

Dawn & Brian Jeannette

7/13

Katelynn & Joshua Tronetti

7/14

Judy & David Masquelier

7/16

Lois & Michael Meehan
Linda & Neal Matchett

7/18
7/19

Karin & Jeff Munoz

7/29

Lorraine & Matt Zombeck

7/29

Heidi & Jeff Betschart

7/30

JULY/AUGUST 2020

AUGUST
Nancy & Andy Diamond

8/1

Jamie & Mark Slack

8/3

Michelle & Brad Unruh

8/3

Sarah & Justin Amsler

8/9

Alicia & Dennis Slovick

8/14

Mary & William Hawes

8/18

Katie & Jim Martin

8/18

Heather & Paul Bianchini

8/19

Tina & Brian Kocian

8/24

Barbara & Pat Powell

8/25
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Non Profit Org.
US POSTAGE PAID
MCDONALD, PA
PERMIT NO. 9

McDonald Presbyterian Church is a mid-sized congregation located in
McDonald, PA that exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus
Christ. Our worship, service and outreach are all focused on helping others

Office Location:
119 Station Street
McDonald, PA 15057

experience the love of God and the joy that comes from knowing Him. We
love what we do and who we are when we come together as a community of
God’s people. Our door is always open, and we look forward to meeting
you and welcoming you into our fellowship.

Phone: (724) 926-8561

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday
RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Visit our website:
mcdonaldpres.org

Pastor
Rev. Justin Amsler
justin@mcdonaldpres.org
(724) 699-0157
Catalyst for Children’s Ministries
Dana Motte (Interim)
danamotte@mcdonaldpres.org
Choir Director
Syndria Lowe
Assistant Choir Director
Heidi Betschart
Administrative Assistant
Malisa Silassy
malisa@mcdonaldpres.org
Bookkeeper: Connie Buydasz
bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org
Operations Officer
Tom Maxwell
Custodial Staff
Pat Powell
Bob McDowell
Newsletter Editor: Malisa Silassy

GET CONNECTED ... BE ENGAGED
SUMMER WORSHIP
Sundays @ 10:45 a.m. Trinity Center or
Live on Facebook
DISCOVER
Community Life Groups (see inside for details and dates)
FELLOWSHIP
Send a card or phone a friend.
ACT
Volunteer to help install and learn to operate new livestream
equipment for Calvary Center.
Prayerfully consider being a Sunday School teacher-the start of the
new school year is right around the corner.

