
 

 

Our third Summer Service Week will kick off with an orientation meeting 
on Monday, July 22 at 7pm in Trinity Fellowship Hall.  Our work teams will 
be out in the community from Tuesday through Friday (July 23-26).  Each 
day will start with breakfast at 8am in Trinity.  Teams will go to their 
respective sites for a few hours, return to Trinity for lunch, then head back to 
work sites for another few hours.  Dinner will be at 5pm at Trinity each 
day.  More details will be provided at the orientation meeting. 
 
If you have served with us in the past, you know the difference these few 
hours of work can make to an individual or a family - both those receiving and giving.  If you have not 
participated in a Service Week yet and want to give it a try, sign up today!  It is worth every sore muscle, 
every minute away from the office (and possibly a little case of poison ivy).  Just can't swing it with your 
schedule this year?  No problem!  But please consider donating work supplies, food items for our 
volunteers, or funds to purchase either.  Other ways to be involved include joining the Prayer Team, 
serving meals for the work teams, setting up and cleaning up at Trinity, and attending Worship in the Park 
on July 28.  
 
Please contact Tom Maxwell, Summer Service Week Chair, ASAP to volunteer!   
Home:  724-356-3135    Cell:  412-965-3325    email: thm@hky.com 
 
Volunteer applications are available in Calvary Parlor and on our website at http://
www.mcdonaldpres.org/community-outreach. 

MPC 99 Days of Faith  

Summer Service Week 

July 22-26 

Special points of interest: 

 

 The Church Office is closed on Thursday, July 4 

 July 14-19 Pastor Justin and MPC youth are headed to Pine 
Springs  for a week of faith-filled fun 

 Worship in the Park is at 10am on July 28 at the Woman’s Club 
Pavilion in Heritage Park 
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Pastor’s Page  
LIGHT SHINE BRIGHT  

MCPRESBY NEWS  

“For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.” 

II Corinthians 4:6 

“Lights shine bright everywhere we go, music for the people to illuminate the soul…” 

Lyrics from Toby Mac “Lights Shine Bright” 

 

The Scriptures are constantly reminding us to be light, to stand in the light, and to be filled with light.  Phi-
lippians reminds us that we are to shine like stars in the universe.  Jesus tells us that we are to be salt and 
light.  In Matthew 5 he says:  “You are the light of the world.”  To not be filled with light is to be filled 
with darkness.  Spiritual darkness exists where Christ is not.  He is the light of the world and he is the only 
one that can deliver that light to us.  Our bodies are beautiful and wonderful gifts to us but we are so much 
more than just a physical being.  Our bodies are brought to life in a way that exceeds all other animals be-
cause we have a soul that transcends this physical world. Humanity is special in this way.  The Scriptures 
actually refer to our body as a tent (II Cor. 5:1) that is a temporary home to who we are in Christ.   

The soul is an interesting idea in the Bible. In different places it takes on different meanings.  In one way it 
encompasses everything that makes us alive, our breathing and being.  In another profound way it refers to 
that part of ourselves that is our emotion, our heart, and our very sense of self.  It is the part of us that lives 
on when our body does not.  Our soul in this sense is what becomes sick when we are out of balance spirit-
ually or when we face major obstacles in our life.  Our first command is to love the Lord our God with all 
of our heart and with all of our soul and with all of our mind.  Over and over again God is concerned about 
this part of us.  We cannot love God only with our mind.  Our love for Jesus must be at the soul level.  
When we begin to understand that deepest part of our being we start to realize how wonderful it would be 
to have Christ filling every part of our life.  We know from experience that this is not always the case but 
we long for it and we work towards it.  The Psalmist asks why his soul is downcast and in despair and it is 
the right question for us to ask as well.  When facing loss or heavy burdens in our life we rightly feel these 
things deep within us.  When we are out of step with the Spirit because of sin we will certainly be un-
healthy at the soul level, even if we are masking it with the daily activities of our lives.    

The answer to both of these heart sick conditions is to open up our soul to Christ and to fill ourselves with 
the truth and love of God that is so readily available in his Word.  Our acceptance of Christ is the beginning 
and we are flooded with His light at that moment.  But the troubles of this life compete with our allegiance 
to Christ and our soul becomes cluttered with outside ideas and desires.   

Jesus talks about the eye being the lamp to the body and that when our eyes 
are healthy that we will be filled with light. (Matthew 6:22)  Our task then is 
to keep filling ourselves with the truth of God through every way that we 
can.  Corporate worship, small group Bible study, Scripture memory, prayer, 
reading Christian books, personal discipleship, and cultivating spiritual 
friendships are some of the ways that we keep ourselves filled with light.  If 
your soul is downcast there is hope!  Jesus is waiting to fill your body with 
his light by encouraging you in his Word.  Don’t hesitate to call me if you 
would like to engage this more and see the light of Christ multiply in your 
life.  When we do, our lights really do shine bright everywhere we go! 

In His Service, 

Pastor Justin     
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Ministry Updates 

ITEMS OF THE MONTH:    
JULY:  Flip flops & small stuffed animals 

AUGUST:  SCHOOL SUPPLIES:  coloring books, pencil-top erasers, and crayons and notebooks (best 
deal: 70-page spirals during back-to-school time at Walmart)  

Current donation update below ~  Any donation at any time is appreciated! 

Bars of soap –  271 

Washcloths - 377 

Toothbrushes – 259 

Flip flops/shoes - 131 

Pencils – enough for 619 shoeboxes 

Small stuffed animals – 192 
 

Any questions, please feel free to contact Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143) 

 **This year’s goal is 700 shoeboxes ** 
 

Thank you to everyone who continues to supply Ida Galicic with 4-ply yarn so she can crochet  

those special hats! 

Worship in the Park ~ July 28 

Come celebrate the work that was completed through Summer Service 
Week with our annual Worship in the Park on Sunday, July 28 at 
10:00am! The service and cookout will be held at the Woman’s Club 
Pavilion between the tennis courts and First Commonwealth Bank in 
Heritage Park.  First Baptist Church of McDonald will be joining us again 
this year. 

The homeowners we serve during the week will be invited to attend with 
their families.  

All members are invited to bring their own lawn chairs. Seating is also 
available on picnic tables for the worship service and for the meal, which 
will follow. A covered dish contribution to the common meal is requested. 

Invite a friend and join us for this fun time of worship and fellowship! 
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McFall Fest 2019 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

October 12th – 11am – 4pm  

It’s never early to start thinking about it…if you ever wanted to get involved in a church-wide mission 
project, now is the time.  Please consider volunteering to help make this truly church-wide endeavor a 
success for the glory of our Lord.   
 
Contact Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143 or munruh@delta-usa.com) if you are interested in helping with 
any of these areas: 
 
Publicity    Basket Raffle     Parking 
Sponsors    50/50 Raffle (needs chairperson) Kids Zone   
Set up/Tents (needs chairperson)  Vendors    Bake Sale 
Mums/Pumpkins    Entertainment/Stage   Kitchen 
Order Takers     Sandi’s Treasure Chest (needs chairperson)  
 

2019 Proposed Missions Distribution of McFall Fest Profits  
(details to follow): 

60% Local   30%  International  10%  Reserve 
 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give up.”  Galatians 6:9 

          

"Thank You" to the Ware Family and all the volunteers who decorated, rode 
on, walked alongside, or passed out freezer pops with the MPC McSummerFest 

Parade Float.  You represented MPC and Jesus very well! 
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VBS God is Good! 

Thank you to all who helped this year with VBS.   We had an 
incredible time and over 100 youth and volunteers came out. 
What a  great turnout! The students learned about God, 
connected with friends, and had fun.  It is amazing to see 
God at work through the volunteers and students at 
McDonald Presbyterian Church. I promise you that the more 
you try to bless others the more God blesses you.  Don’t miss 
out on the opportunities to see how God can grow you, 
through serving.   If you are interested in getting connected 
to serve in a children or student ministry please reach out to 
karengoss@mcdonaldpres.org   
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Ark Adventure Trip 

We are planning another church bus trip this fall to 
Kentucky to see Noah’s Ark! This is an overnight trip 
and is scheduled for September 23-24. All details of 
the trip are available on the Welcome Table along with 
a signup sheet.  No money is due now, but please sign 
up if you are seriously interested. This is not limited to 
our congregation, so invite friends and enjoy this 
outing!  

Announcements 

SAVE THE DATE 

On Saturday, September 14 from 8am– 10am the Feed My Starving 
Children MobilePack will be returning to South Fayette Intermedi-
ate School. Contact Michelle Unruh if you would like to attend! 

 

MCDONALD FOOD BANK 

The McDonald Food Bank is requesting donations of macaroni & cheese or 
any dry boxed dinner item during the month of July and cereal during the 
month of August.  Items can be dropped off in Calvary Parlor. 

Please contact Ed Nalesnick with any questions.  Thank you for helping to feed 
those in need. 



 

 

reNEW Summer Schedule 
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reNEW Fundraiser 

July 5 - 5:30 to 9:00pm 

Each year McDonald Volunteer Fire Department chooses a different local 
community group to help collect donations before the fireworks display, 
and our reNEW Youth Group has been chosen once again to participate. 
This is a great opportunity for our church to get our name out there and 
hopefully gain some new interest in the church and our ministries. In 
exchange for our assistance, the fire department will share a portion of the 
donations with the Youth Group. We are looking for volunteers to assist in 
collecting donations. The tentative date for the fireworks display is July 5. 
The rain date is July 6. We need several adult, youth, and children 
volunteers. Please contact karengoss@mcdonaldpres.org   Shifts are  5:30 
pm to 6:40 pm, 6:40 pm to 7:50 pm, and 7:50 pm to 9:00 pm. 

Please consider volunteering some of your time for this worthwhile cause! 

2019 Summer Schedule (grades 5-12) 

 

July 5 McDonald Fire Dept. Collection of money for 4th of July fireworks at 5:30 pm 

July 10 Subway and Movie Night 5-8pm 

July 17 Subway and Tug of War Competition 6pm start 

July 23-July 27 Service week starts at 8am at Trinity 

July 31 Subway and Water Games 6pm start 

August 7 Subway and Park 6pm start 

August 14 Subway and Egg Roulette 6pm star t  

August 21  Subway and Games 6pm start 

August 28    Subway and End of Summer Fun 6pm start 

 

Please connect to our reNEW Facebook page for updates and communication. 
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Joys and Concerns 

      Elmer Brown            Helen Catrain            Sylvia Cimarolli 

     Hilda Glass  Julie Hanzcar  Dorothy Penberthy 

                Dorothy Alrutz (Hawthorne Woods) 

                Larry Doak (H. John Heinz III Progressive Center ) 

                Peggy Hughey (Hawthorne Woods) 

      Mary Ann Johnen (Presbyter ian Senior  Care) 

      Laurain Lacotte (Vanadium Woods) 

               Connie Walker (Helen Purcell Home) 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

Amani Choir 

What a blessing it was to see and hear the 
beautiful performances  and testimonies of the 
Amani Children’s Choir! The children in the 
choir  are from an orphanage in Kampala, 
Uganda and travel all over the world to minis-
ter to others through song and dance. To learn 
more about the choir or their current needs, 
please visit www.amanichoir.org. 

Thanks to all who supplied cookies for 
the concert and supplies for the choir's 
meals!   
 
A special thanks goes to Janet Crawford, 
Molly Maxwell, Mary Lou Cooper, Betty 
Ryan, Alice Todorowski and Carol 
McCarty for staffing the kitchen with 
their usual gracious hospitality.  



 

 

AUGUST 

Nancy & Andy Diamond  8/1 

Jamie & Mark Slack   8/3 

Michelle & Brad Unruh  8/3 

Sarah & Justin Amsler  8/9 

Alicia & Dennis Slovick  8/14 

Mary & William Hawes  8/18 

Katie & Jim Martin   8/18 

Heather & Paul Bianchini  8/19 

Tina & Brian Kocian   8/24 

Barbara & Pat Powell   8/25 

JULY 

 

Isabella Bianchini 7/1 

Dorothy Alrutz 7/3 

Dylan Eger  7/4 

Vicki Zyra  7/6 

Isabella Krenn  7/8 

Jennifer Goodwin 7/11 

Peggy Moore  7/12 

Kirsten  Munoz 7/12 

Jeff Smith  7/14 

Mildred Gilbert 7/15 

Carol McCarty 7/15 

Ted Bair Jr.  7/16 

JULY/AUGUST  2019 

July and August Celebrations 
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JULY 

Mary & Chad Bennett   7/1 

Joan & John Casey   7/6 

Katelynn & Joshua Tronetti  7/14 

Judy & David Masquelier  7/16 

Lois & Michael Meehan   7/18 

 (60th Wedding Anniversary) 

Linda & Neal Matchett  7/19 

Karin & Jeff Munoz   7/29 

Lorraine & Matt Zombeck  7/29 

Heidi & Jeff Betschart  7/30 

 

 

 

Cliff Elicker  7/18 

Jay Nation  7/18 

Shane McGinnis 7/19 

Richard McVicker 7/20 

Chris Burger  7/21 

Elmer Brown  7/26 

Sue Gilbert  7/26 

Rich Snatchko  7/26 

Jim Crowe, Jr.  7/29 

Andy Diamond 7/29 

 

AUGUST 

 

Parker Bonds  8/1 

George Schmidt 8/1 

Linda Amic  8/3 

Barbara Powell 8/3 

Arlene Carr  8/5 

Donna Toward 8/7 

Mary Bennett  8/10 

Nicholas Berthold 8/10 

Marilou Ritchie 8/10 

Suzanne Casey 8/12 

Janet Slack  8/15 

Margaret Novak 8/17 

Nicholas Carter 8/18 

Aiden Allen  8/20 

Thomas Garrett Sr. 8/20 

Gianna Bianchini 8/21 

Traci Batchelder 8/23 

Kim Cook  8/24 

Sandy Meyers  8/27 

Gary McGinnis 8/29 

Ed Esposito  8/31 
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Volunteer Schedule 

DATE GREETERS 
LAY        

LEADERS 

YOUNG  
 DISCIPLES 

CHILDREN’S 
CHURCH 

HOSPITALITY 

July 7 
Nancy and Andy 

Diamond  Alex Nemec Sarah Amsler 
Karen Goss and 
Parker Bonds  Nancy Turk 

July  14 
Melanie, Katie 

and Alex Nemec  John Libert 

PSC  

Commissioning 
Michelle Unruh  

Karen Goss and 
Hong Chen  Syndria Lowe 

July 21 Ed Esposito Bob McDowell Peggy Samarin  
Karen Goss and 

Dominic Johnson  Melanie Nemec 

July 28 

W  O  R  S  H  I  P       I  N       T  H  E       P  A  R  K 

August  4 Nancy Turk Karen Altman Dana Motte  
Karen Goss and 
Cadence Bonds  Katie McDowell 

August 11 
Andy and Nancy 

Diamond  Brian Kocian  Dana Martin  
Patty Doane and 

Karen Goss   

August 18 Karen Altman  Shirl Krenn  Justin Amsler  
Karen Goss and 

Eli Cischke  Amsler Family 

August 25 
Barb & Pat  

Powell Greg Gilbert   
Karen Goss and 

Dominic Johnson   

Little children , let us not love in word or 
talk but in deed and in truth . 

1 John 3:18 
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WEEKLY EVENTS 

SUNDAYS    10:00am Worship 
 
WEDNESDAYS reNEW 
 
FRIDAYS  AA Trinity Center 

 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

July 14  New Member Sunday 

   Pine Springs Commissioning 

 

July 2019 

 

WEEKLY EVENTS 

SUNDAYS    10:00am Worship 
 
WEDNESDAYS reNEW 
 
FRIDAYS  AA Trinity Center 

 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

August 12  Session Meeting (6:30pm) 

August 15  Newsletter Deadline 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
    July 1-4 Pine Springs Family Week 

    July 4  Office Closed 

    July 15-19 Pine Springs Week 

    July 22-26 Summer Service Week 
 
    July 28 Worship in the Park 

August 2019 



 

 

McDonald Presbyterian Church is a mid-sized congregation located in 

McDonald, PA that exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  Our worship, service and outreach are all focused on helping others 

experience the love of God and the joy that comes from knowing Him.  We 

love what we do and who we are when we come together as a community of 

God’s people.  Our door is always open, and we look forward to meeting 

you and welcoming you into our fellowship.  

Worship Site: 
202 West Lincoln Avenue 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Office Location: 
119 Station Street 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Phone:  (724) 926-8561 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 

McDONALD 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH  
July/August 2019 Newsletter 

RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

Pastor 
Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 
(724) 699-0157 

Administrative Assistant 
Malisa Silassy 

malisa@mcdonaldpres.org 

Operations Officer 
Tom Maxwell 

Bookkeeper:  Connie Buydasz 
bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org 

Children’s Ministries Staff 
Karen Goss 

karengoss@mcdonaldpres.org 
 Karin Muñoz 

karin@mcdonaldpres.org 

Choir Director 
  Syndria Lowe 

Assistant Choir Director 
Heidi Betschart 

Custodial Staff 
Pat Powell  

Bob McDowell 
Adam Unruh 

Newsletter Editor:  Kate Zombeck 

Visit our website: 
mcdonaldpres.org 

Non Profit Org. 
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GET CONNECTED ... BE ENGAGED 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP  

Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. Calvary Center  

 

DISCOVER 

Subway reNEW (see inside for details and dates) 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

Worship in the Park 

Ark Adventure Bus Trip 

 

ACT 

Participate in the 99 Days of Faith Summer Service Week 

Prayerfully consider being a Sunday School teacher-the start of the 
new school year is right around the corner. 


