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McPresby
MPC 99 Days of Faith
Summer Service Week

July 24-29
We have spent the last several weeks in the throes of our 99 Days of Faith
events. We have prayed together, worshipped together, fellowshipped together,
and are now looking forward to our service week. This is one of our greatest
expressions of taking our love for Christ outside of our church doors and giving
our time, treasure and talent to our beloved community.
We will kick off service week with an orientation meeting on Tuesday, July 24 at
7pm in Trinity Fellowship Hall. Service projects will take place Wednesday-Friday (July 25-27). Each day
will start at 8am with breakfast at Trinity. Work teams will go to their respective sites for a few hours, return
to Trinity for lunch, and then head back to work sites for another few hours. Details will be provided at the
orientation meeting.
If you were involved in service week last year, you know the difference these few hours of work can make to
an individual or a family - both those receiving and giving. If you did not participate last year, find an
excuse to be a part of it this year. It is worth every sore muscle and every minute away from the office. Can’t
possibly be there this year? Then please consider donating work supplies, food items for the workers, or
funds to purchase either. Other ways to be involved include joining the Prayer Team, serving meals for the
work teams, set up and clean up at Trinity, proudly wearing your 99 Days of Faith t-shirt, and attending
Worship in the Park on July 29.
Please contact Tom Maxwell, Summer Service Week Chair, ASAP to volunteer.
Volunteer applications are available in Calvary Parlor and on our website at
hppt://www.mcdonaldpres.org/community-outreach.
Read more about 99 Days of Faith events on page 4.
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RELEASING FUNDS FOR MINISTRY

We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy
in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage,
then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show
mercy, do it cheerfully. 9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one
another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. Romans 12:6-10 NIV

We have a very special congregation that is making a big impact on our community. It is amazing to see
lives changed for the better because of our common ministry through the power of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Through each of our supporters, we have been able to greatly improve our facilities and support an
amazing staff that allows us to minister well to our community. Volunteers pour out thousands of hours to
care for each other and to reach out to those who are in need. Children are blessed with safe places to be
and adults are exposed to the profound grace that is offered through Christ.
This all happens because people contribute time and talent generously to Christ's church. There are times
and seasons when we give more of our time than others, and there are times and seasons when we are in
need of the love and care of the body of Christ. A healthy congregation has family members in many
different circumstances and who are at all levels of faith. God blesses congregations with full
compliments of spiritual gifts, and ours is not an exception. All the gifts listed above and more are present
in our congregation. Many of us are blessed with the gift of giving and perhaps have not realized the
potential that we have to bless others.
Jesus is calling us into a new and great season of ministry in our community, and we are praying diligently
for resources to be provided for us to expand and grow. The families in our area are in tremendous need,
and we are one of only a few local churches who are equipped to meet this need. One of the things that
God keeps putting on my heart is that there are a few covenant partners in our congregation who have the
ability to give very generously to the future growth of our congregation. Sometimes we have been
cautious with our finances for a long time and God has allowed us to accumulate funds that can be
released for his Glory. Could God be asking you to make an investment in our congregation that will bless
generations of people for many years to come? This is not a prayer that we would be able to keep the
lights on or pay the electric bill, in those areas we are doing well. This is a prayer that God would allow us
to take our facilities and our programs to the next level and have an outsized influence in our community.
Right now our congregation is experiencing spiritual breakthrough in a number of areas and we are
deploying volunteers in significant positions that will bear much fruit. One of our passions is to see
Trinity Center opened up for dramatically increased ministry and mission. Could someone in our church
family give $50,000 to change the way we minister to children? Could several others give $20,000 for the
long term growth of our congregation? Could we consider the church in our
estate planning? Gifts to the church go much further than gifts to
individuals that are heavily taxed. We know that Christ will bless us when
we give and no amount of money in our bank accounts can provide us with
true security which only Christ can give. Please pray with me that resources
would be released so that the next phase of our journey together can be
realized. If God is tugging on your heart to make a life changing gift to our
congregation, reach out to me or a Session member and we can walk you
through what a significant gift might look like.
Be Blessed and Know that God is Good!
Pastor Justin
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Ministry Updates
Vacation Bible School has been a tradition for as long as most people can
remember (see page 5 for pictures from this year’s fun week at VBS). It only
continues to be successful at McDonald Presbyterian Church because of all the
wonderful volunteers! The volunteers who put the stage together; the
volunteers who donate supplies and money; the volunteers who work during
the week and most importantly, the people who pray for VBS. THANK YOU
ALL! Preparation for VBS 2019 has already started! The date is still to be
determined, but next year we will ROAR and learn that Life is Wild - God is
Good!
The summer is just getting started now that we’ve cleaned up from VBS. We are sending 18 kids to Pine
Springs Camp July 15 – July 20 with Pastor Justin. They will learn bible stories, memorize scripture, have
fellowship, make new friends, enjoy campfires and get up early every morning for MORNING DIP! On
Sunday, July 15 during our worship service, our congregation will pray for all the children departing for
camp. Be sure to come to church that morning and then continue to pray for these kids throughout their
week at camp.
When the kids come back from camp, they will have just enough time to take a nap and wash their clothes
before they start working on the Summer Service Projects. Kids are encouraged to come help during
Summer Service Week.
August will be a rather quiet month for Children’s Ministry, but we currently have one outing planned as a
church to go to Kennywood on August 14. Keep your eyes on the bulletin for more information or contact
Karin Munoz to get more details.

Sunday School will resume on September 9. We need more teachers for the 2018-2019 school year. Please
pray and search your heart to find if God wants you in Sunday School this year teaching the kids of
McDonald.

ITEMS OF THE MONTH:
JULY: Flip flops & small stuffed animals
AUGUST: Notebooks (best deal @ Walmart for 17¢) and coloring books,
pencil-top erasers, and crayons
Current donation update below ~ Any donation at any time is appreciated!
Bars of soap - 301
Washcloths - 342
Toothbrushes - 178
Flip flops/shoes - 59
Pencils - enough for 804 shoeboxes
Small stuffed animals - 301
Any questions, please feel free to contact Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143)
**This year’s goal is 600 shoeboxes **
** Thank you to everyone who continues to supply Ida Galicic with 4-ply yarn so she can crochet these
special gifts - 400 and counting! **
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99 Days of Faith
Following are the remaining fellowship outings for our 99 Days of Faith celebration. Gather your family
and some friends and enjoy one of these fun events.
BACK YARD BASH: SATURDAY, JULY 7 @ 5:00PM
The Martin/Maxwell group will be hosting a Back Yard Bash at the Martin’s on July 7 from 5:00PM 9:00PM. The martin’s address is 32 Gladden Road, McDonald. The evening will include a few lawn games
and at dusk we’ll gather around the fire pit to make s’mores and have a time of devotions. We’ll supply the
meat, rolls and beverages and the rest can be pot luck. ALL are welcome!
LADIES’ PICNIC: MONDAY, JULY 16 @ 5PM HERITAGE PARK, McDONALD
The Samarin/Matchett Group is hosting a Ladies’ Picnic in one of the upper pavilions of Heritage Park.
Please bring your own drink and an appetizer to share. All ladies are welcome!!!
ON TARGET FOR CHRIST - SHOOTING PRACTICE: SATURDAY, JULY 21 @ 4:00PM
The Gilbert/Motte Group is planning a day at the State Police FOP Lodge in Eighty-Four where you can
practice at the shooting range. Afterwards, there will be a picnic lunch and devotions at the on-site pavilion.
Additional information to follow.

Take 5 at 5
Through our 99 Days of Faith Summer theme, we are adding a new prayer focus.
Our challenge is that all of our Covenant Partners and friends would stop wherever
they are at 5:00 p.m. each day (or any time you choose) & pray for five minutes.
Make sure you set your phone alarm as a daily reminder. Focus your prayer time
by reciting 2 Samuel 22:33, “It is God who arms me with strength and makes my
way perfect.” We will be praying for our community, our friends, and our church
family, that more and more people will come to know the love of Christ.

Worship in the Park ~ July 29
Come celebrate the work that was completed through Summer Service Week with
our annual Worship in the Park on Sunday, July 29 at 10:00am! The service and
cookout will be held at the Woman’s Club Pavilion between the tennis courts and
First Commonwealth Bank in Heritage Park.
The homeowners we serve during the week will be invited to attend with their
families.
All members are invited to bring their own lawn chairs. Seating is also available
on picnic tables for the worship service and for the meal, which will follow. A
covered dish contribution to the common meal is requested.
Invite a friend and join us for this fun time of worship and fellowship!
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VBS Rescued by Jesus!
We’ve been saved by Jesus! We had
over 100 kids shipwrecked on an
island during VBS, but with the help
of all our volunteers, the kids learned
that it is Jesus who saves us when we
are lonely, when we worry, when we
struggle, when we do wrong and when
we are powerless. JESUS RESCUES!
A big THANK YOU! also goes out to
everyone - especially the Ware Family
- who was part of MPC’s
McSummerFest Parade Float this
year. It is a privilege - and we are
instructed - to tell the nations about
Jesus. Thanks for helping us make Him known to our neighbors in McDonald.

JULY/AUGUST 2018
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Announcements
reNEW Fundraiser
July 3 - 6:00 to 9:00pm
Each year McDonald Volunteer Fire Department chooses a different local community group to help collect
donations before the fireworks display, and this year our reNEW Youth Group was chosen to participate.
Since we will be wearing our 99Days of Faith shirts, this is a great opportunity for our church to get our
name out there and hope-fully gain some new interest in the church and the Youth Group. In exchange for
our assistance, the fire department will share a portion of the donations with the Youth Group. We are
looking for volunteers to assist in collecting donations. The tentative date for the fireworks display is July
3, with a rain date of July 5. We would need to collect donations from 6:00pm until 9:00pm. There will be
two shifts: 6:00-7:30 and 7:30-9:00. Please consider volunteering some of your time for this worthwhile
cause. Contact Chad or Mary Bennett to sign up.

All MPC Pirates Game
Friday, August 17
MPC is hosting a Pirates game again this summer.
We have 60 tickets for the August 17 game against the
Chicago Cubs. The first 20,000 fans get a free t-shirt
(pictured right)!

The suggested donation for
this game is $10 per ticket.
Proceeds benefit reNEW
Student Ministries.
A signup sheet is in the
Calvary Parlor.
Many thanks to our
corporate sponsor, SPSI, and
Mark Slack for coordinating
this fun event.

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, September 15 - Feed My Starving
Children MobilePack will be returning to
South Fayette Intermediate School. Look for
more details in the bulletin and sign-ups in
August.

Community Life Group Service Challenge
Our Community Life Groups were very successful this spring in our study of the Case for Grace and they
are also having a great time with some special events that have been planned for the summer.
The challenge for our groups this fall is to think about a community service project that your group can
undertake together where the love of Christ can be shared with people outside of our church family. For
example one group is working to host an appreciation dinner for local police and emergency responders.
Other groups may want to serve at the City Mission or put on a worship service at a nursing home. There
are many ways to get involved in the community and we are looking forward to seeing all that is done in
the name of Christ in the next months!
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MPC Kennywood Trip - Tuesday, August 14
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2018 McFall Fest (Saturday, October 13, 11am to 4pm)
It’s never early to start thinking about it…if you ever wanted to get involved in a
church-wide mission project, now is the time. The following leaders have
committed to the respective areas, but they need YOUR help! A sign-up sheet is
in Calvary Parlor. Please consider volunteering to help make this truly churchwide endeavor a success for the glory of our Lord.

Publicity - Connie and Andy Buydasz
Sponsors - Connie Buydasz
Set up/Tents - Tom Maxwell & __________________________
Trinity Fellowship Hall Decorations -____________________
Parking - Sonny Gilbert
Food/Grill - Janet Crawford / Ed Esposito
Order Takers - Connie Buydasz & ______________________
Bake Sale/(Craft Table) - Lucy Hawk, Gerry Rossi
Chinese Auction - Debbie Elicker, & Peggy Samarin
Kids Zone - Syndria Lowe
Vendors - Karin Munoz
50/50 Raffle - Lorraine Zombeck
Mums/Pumpkins - Mike and Marcia Jewell
Sandy’s Treasure Chest - Ed Nalesnick
Entertainment/Stage - ____________________________
Treasurer - Connie Buydasz (Lucy Hawk, Michelle Unruh)

2018 Proposed Distribution of McFall Fest Profits
(details to follow):
60% Local
30% International
10% Reserve

“But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining
toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for
which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 3:13b-14

Page 8

MCPRESBY NEWS

Volunteer Schedule
July Communion Servers: Rev. Amsler, Connie Buydasz, Jim Martin and Ed Nalesnick
August Communion Servers: Matt Campion, Patty Doane, Jim Martin and Ed Nalesnick

DATE

GREETERS

LAY
LEADERS

YOUNG
DISCIPLES

CHILDREN’S
CHURCH

HOSPITALITY

July 1

Harry
Masquelier

Andy Buydasz

Heidi
Adomshick

Dana Motte

Katie McDowell

July 8

Becky Gladden

Molly Maxwell

Rev. Justin

Dana Motte

Tina Kocian

July 15

Shirley & Ed
Esposito

Shirl Krenn

Michelle Unruh

Dana Motte

Linda Matchett

July 22

Lucy Hawk

Patty Doane

Volunteer Needed

Nancy Turk

W O R S H I P

I N

Greg Gilbert

Katelyn
Falleroni

T H E

P A R K

July 29

August 5

August 12

Jim and Katie
Martin

Patty Doane

Bob McDowell

Dana Motte

Alicia & Dylan
Slovick

Karin Munoz

Joy & Jim
Penderville

August 19

Marcia Jewell

Marah & Macey
Slack

Dana Motte

Syndria Lowe

August 26

Ed Nalesnick

Ed Nalesnick

Dana Motte

Dana Martin

JULY/AUGUST 2018

Page 9

Joys and Concerns
Mrs. Sylvia Cimarolli
Miss Julie Hanzcar
Ms. Laurain Lacotte
Mrs. Dorothy Penberthy
Larry Doak, H. John Heinz III Progressive Center
Peggy Hughey, Hathorne Woods
Mary Ann Johnen, Presbyterian Senior Care

Rosemarie Rocher, Country Meadows of South Hills
Connie Walker, Helen Purcell Home

The following is a message
from a family in Honduras,
recipients of OCC shoeboxes.
Greetings from Jaime
Lemus and Family.
Thank you for the gifts my
children liked very much.
God bless you always. A
greeting from Honduras

Dear Friends at McDonald Presbyterian,
Thank you so much for your recent donation for the upcoming
South Hills Mobile Pack event.
Your gift will provide 11 children with a daily Manna-Pack
meal for an entire year.
We are grateful you are partnering with us to feed God’s starving children hungry in body and
spirit.
Until all are fed,
Judy

Dear McDonald Presbyterian Church,
Thank you so much for sponsoring me this summer! It’s going to be the best summer ever and I’m
so glad a whole church is supporting me with prayer and (hopefully) sour gummy worms. I’m a senior at
Penn State University majoring in Electromechanical Engineering, but my real passion is talking about
Jesus and hearing about other peoples’ belief systems. I am a leader at our campus ministry and it’s amazing to be able to teach kids about Jesus when I’m not at school, too. Plus, they’re children and some of
them are learning to pray, sing worship songs and even accept Jesus into their hearts for the very first
time! It’s wild! I love this job and all the amazing moments that happen here at camp - and the support of
people like yourselves make this powerful ministry possible. I can’t thank you enough for doing this.
Thank you, thank you, thank you! Also, “Hello Justin!” I hope I’m able to visit your church at some point
during the summer to meet y’all wonderful people. Please pray for my boldness in being able to share the
joy of the Gospel and perseverance through the exhaustion I will soon be experiencing. I love you all.
Your Brother in Christ, Kurt Kowalchuk (c/o Pine Springs Camp, PO Box 186, Jennerstown PA 15547)
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July and August Celebrations

JULY

Isabella Bianchini
Dorothy Alrutz
Dylan Eger
Vicki Zyra
Isabella Krenn
Jennifer Goodwin
Peggy Moore
Kirsten Munoz
Jeff Smith
Mildred Gilbert
Carol McCarty
Ted Bair Jr.

7/1
7/3
7/4
7/6
7/8
7/11
7/12
7/12
7/14
7/15
7/15
7/16

Cliff Elicker
Jay Nation
Shane McGinnis
Richard McVicker
Chris Burger
Elmer Brown
Sue Gilbert
Rich Snatchko
Andy Diamond

7/18
7/18
7/19
7/20
7/21
7/26
7/26
7/26
7/29

AUGUST
Parker Bonds
George Schmidt
Linda Amic

8/1
8/1
8/3

Barbara Powell
Arlene Carr
Donna Toward
Mary Bennett
Nicholas Berthold
Marilou Ritchie
Joseph Almady
Suzanne Casey
Janet Slack
Margaret Novak
Nicholas Carter
Kathy Strand
Thomas Garrett Sr.
Gianna Bianchini
Traci Batchelder
Kim Cook
William Hawes
Sandy Meyers
Gary McGinnis
Ed Esposito

8/3
8/5
8/7
8/10
8/10
8/10
8/11
8/12
8/15
8/17
8/18
8/19
8/20
8/21
8/23
8/24
8/26
8/27
8/29
8/31

JULY
Mary & Chad Bennett

7/1

Joan & John Casey

7/6

Judy & David Masquelier

7/16

Lois & Michael Meehan

7/18

Linda & Neal Matchett

7/19

Sarah & Justin Amsler

8/9

Jessica Marie & Kirk Wagner

7/23

Amy & Mike Patishnock

8/11

Karin & Jeff Munoz

7/29

Alicia & Dennis Slovick

8/14

Lorraine & Matt Zombeck

7/29

Mary & William Hawes

8/18

Katie & Jim Martin

8/18

Heather & Paul Bianchini

8/19

AUGUST
Nancy & Andy Diamond

8/1

Tina & Brian Kocian

8/24

Jamie & Mark Slack

8/3

Barbara & Pat Powell

8/25

Michelle & Brad Unruh

8/3

Dessie & Joe Almady

8/28

JULY/AUGUST 2018

Page 11

July 2018

WEEKLY EVENTS

MONTHLY EVENTS

SUNDAYS

10:00am Worship

July 1

Communion

FRIDAYS

AA Trinity Center

July 19

Silver Souls Luncheon

July 23

Subway reNEW (10am)

July 24

Deacon Leadership Meeting

SPECIAL EVENTS
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July 1-4

Pine Springs Family Week

July 4

Office Closed

July 7

99 Days Backyard Bash at Martins (5pm)

July 15-20

Pine Springs Week

July 16

99 Days Ladies’ Picnic (5pm)

July 21

99 Days On Target for Christ (4pm)

July 24-28

Summer Service Week

July 29

Worship in the Park

MCPRESBY NEWS

August 2018

WEEKLY EVENTS
SUNDAYS

MONTHLY EVENTS

10:00am Worship

FRIDAYS

AA Trinity Center

SPECIAL EVENTS
August 14

All Church Kennywood Day

August 17

All Church Pirates Game

August 12

Communion

August 13

Session Meeting (6:30pm)

August 13 & 28

Deacon Leadership Meeting

August 15

Newsletter Deadline

August 16

Subway reNEW (10am)

WHERE IS THE FIRST TENNIS MATCH
MENTIONED IN THE BIBLE?
When Joseph served in Pharaoh’s court.
***
WHY DIDN’T THEY PLAY CARDS ON
THE ARK?
Because Noah was standing on the deck.
***
WHAT KIND OF MAN WAS BOAZ
BEFORE HE MARRIED?
Ruthless.
***
HOW MANY PEOPLE BOARDED THE
ARK BEFORE NOAH?
3 - the Bible says, “...and Noah went forth.”
***

JULY/AUGUST 2018
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202 West Lincoln Avenue
McDonald, PA 15057
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McDonald Presbyterian Church is a mid-sized congregation located in
McDonald, PA that exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus
Christ. Our worship, service and outreach are all focused on helping others

Office Location:
119 Station Street
McDonald, PA 15057

experience the love of God and the joy that comes from knowing Him. We
love what we do and who we are when we come together as a community of
God’s people. Our door is always open, and we look forward to meeting
you and welcoming you into our fellowship.

Phone: (724) 926-8561

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday
RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Visit our website:
mcdonaldpres.org

Pastor
Rev. Justin Amsler
justin@mcdonaldpres.org
(724) 699-0157
Administrative Assistant
Malisa Silassy
malisa@mcdonaldpres.org
Operations Officer
Tom Maxwell
Bookkeeper: Connie Buydasz
bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org
Director of Children’s Ministries
Karin Munoz
karin@mcdonaldpres.org
Choir Director
Syndria Lowe
Assistant Choir Director
Heidi Adomshick
Custodial Staff
Pat Powell
Newsletter Editor: Patty Doane

GET CONNECTED ... BE ENGAGED
SUMMER WORSHIP
Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. Calvary Center
DISCOVER
Subway reNEW (see inside for details and dates)
“Take 5 at 5” and pray for our church and our community.
FELLOWSHIP
99 Days of Faith Fun Events run through July. All are welcome.
Attend Kennywood Day or the Pirates Game.
ACT
Participate in the 99 Days of Faith Summer Service Week
Prayerfully consider being a Sunday School teacher-the start of the
new school year is right around the corner.

