
 

 

SUMMER SERVICE WEEK:  
JULY 26-29  

NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!! 

There is still time to join us for our annual Summer Service Week -  July 26 - 29.  A kickoff meeting will 
be held on Monday evening, July 25 at 7pm in Trinity Fellowship Hall. We are still in need of volunteers, 
homeowners and food donations.  

Volunteer and homeowner applications are available on our church website or by contacting the church 
office. Please see the full Service Week article on page 4 for more details.  

Special points of interest: 

 

 The Church Office is closed on Monday, July 4 

 Summer Service Week July 26-29 

 Worship in the Park, July 31 

 Volunteer Appreciation, Page 3 
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Pastor’s Page 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

A TIDAL WAVE OF GRACE 

Brothers and Sisters, you were called to freedom. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for 
the flesh, but through love serve one another.  Galatians 5:13 

 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ has caused the love of God to wash out into the world.  Jesus released a 
tidal wave of grace when he bled on the cross as our perfect sacrifice.  We have the opportunity to ride the 
wave of his grace into the adventure that God has planned for us.  

When our family goes to the beach, we are always seeking treasures in the sand.  Sea glass is one of the 
prizes that we look for.  Refined and polished by countless waves and grains of sand, the once sharp and 
shiny glass becomes smooth and frosted.  The glass holds its shape and character while becoming 
something greater than it was before.  The small pieces of frosted treasure are beautiful in their own right 
but also speak to the way life shapes us over time.  Hopefully, our sharp edges are being worn down and 
the beauty of our soul is revealed more and more as time goes on.  Unfortunately, the troubles of this life 
are misunderstood by our culture, and the benefits of struggle are lost on the unwise.  What our Lord has 
intended to wear away our rough edges is rejected and too often results in a shattered life instead of one 
that is polished and strong.   

In Galatians, Paul is instructing us to remember how much freedom we have in Christ.  Much like the 
broken glass in the ocean, we have a world before us to live and serve in.  What might seem like a lifetime 
of meaningless tossing in the waves is something much more beautiful.  You matter to God and he has 
plans for you to be involved in the redemption of this world.   

To serve someone else voluntarily is one of the greatest demonstrations of our freedom in Christ and our 
place of balance in the world.  To serve is a part of our commitment to the Sabbath.  The idea behind 
Sabbath is that God fills in while we take time to rest in him and to set aside our own profit-making 
endeavors.  So when we take time away from our work to do God’s work, that is definitely a form of 
Sabbath and is a refreshment to our souls.  Our exposure to those in need and an opportunity to give of 
ourselves is just the right kind of medicine for our personal anxiety.  The more we neglect service the 
more self-focused we become and the less satisfied with our own life we will be.  Jesus has given you 
freedom, do not waste it on self-indulgence but instead, live your life in a way that has room for the love 
of God and others. 

In the Grace and Peace of our Magnificent Savior, 

Pastor Justin 
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Children & Youth Ministry 

A special thank you to our often unnoticed 

reNEW kitchen volunteers! While they may not 

all be pictured, they are all very appreciated. 

They willingly and selflessly give of their time 

week after week to make sure our students are 

fed a delicious, hearty meal. Your dedication to 

our students does not go unnoticed. Thank you 

for being a blessing to the reNEW ministries. 

SUMMER ACTIVITY IDEAS 

Bubble Prayers 

Kids love bubbles! This is a fun way to teach your kids to pray. 
For each time they blow the bubbles they will do the following 
things: praise God, ask for forgiveness, thank God, pray for others, 
pray for yourself, and close by praising God. Great way to 
combine prayer with the fun of blowing bubbles. 
 

Flashlight Hunt 

I’ve taken kids on plenty of retreats to know how much they love 
to use their flashlights at night! Why not combine it with reading 
the Word? They can use a flashlight to read their Bible at night. 
Like going on a hunt through God’s Word in the dark. 
 

Firefly Thanksgiving 

All you need for this activity is a plastic jar for the kids to catch fireflies. The goal is that for every time 

the firefly lights up, they will thank God for something. Most kids love catching fireflies so this is a great 

way to combine it with thanking God. 

RENEW NEWS 

reNEW Youth Group will be having a movie night on Friday, July 8th 
starting at 8 p.m. at Trinity, outdoors weather permitting. We will show the 
movie inside the sanctuary if it’s raining. The movie will be Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory (the original). Family and friends are welcome to 
attend.  

A pool party will be held at the Ventura home on August 20th from noon 
until 2 p.m.  We hope to see you there! 
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Summer Service Week 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

 

Be a part of the 5
th
 annual  

 “MPC Summer Service Week”  

and “love your neighbors as yourself.”  
 

July 26 – 29, 2022   
Thanks to all who are praying for a successful Service Week and to     those 

who will be donating their time and skills at the jobsites. 

Right now we are asking for help to FEED the hungry VOLUNTEERS! 

*If you would like to provide a dinner, please let us know* 

Donations of the following items will be greatly appreciated: 

Bottles of water      Bagels    

Sports drinks      Muffins 

Boxes of cereal   Fruit  

Snack bags of chips, pretzels  (bananas, apples, oranges) 

  Granola bars                                           Juice 

       (can be dropped off in                                  (can be dropped off in  

       Trinity kitchen any time                         Trinity kitchen any time 

        before Friday, July 22.                              during the week of July 24) 

        Please mark “For Service Week”) 

       

We will also gladly accept monetary donations. 

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE! 

 

Any questions - OR TO VOLUNTEER TO SERVE – please contact: 

 

Tom Maxwell, Summer Service Week Chair  

Home:  724-356-3135 Cell:  412-965-3325 email: thm@hky.com    

 

and/or Michelle Unruh, Missions 

Home: 412-221-4143   email:  munruh@delta-usa.com 
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Missions 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

INDEPENDENCE DAY  
MISSION GIVING OPPORTUNITY 

 
We are immensely grateful to our servicemen and women and their families for the sacrifices they make 
to ensure our freedom on a daily basis.  This year, help us bless them with the gift of a BibleStick. 
 

The Faith Comes by Hearing/ Hope for our Heroes Military BibleStick reaches service men and women 
with God’s Word in audio — it can go with them and sustain them in even the most difficult 
circumstances.  The Military BibleStick is a small, matte-black, weather-resistant digital audio player 
designed expressly for the safety of deployed troops.  It contains nothing except God’s Word.  Each 
service member and veteran receives the New Testament and select Psalms in dramatized, multi-voice 
audio.  Along with the Military BibleStick, each service member and veteran has the opportunity to send 
a free MP3 Bible on disc to their family, so that all may be discipled in God’s Word. 

Each BibleStick costs $25.00.  We will be accepting donations throughout the month of July.  Please 
make checks payable to McDonald Presbyterian Church, with “BibleSticks” in the memo line. 

Thank you, in advance, for your support. 

“SAVE THE DATE” 

 MCFALL FEST 2022 

 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8 

11AM – 4PM 
 

PLANNING MEETING WILL BE HELD THIS SUMMER - DETAILS TO FOLLOW. 

It’s never early to start thinking about it…if you ever wanted to get involved in a church-wide mission 
project, this is it.  Please consider volunteering to help make this endeavor a success for the glory of our 
Lord.  All proceeds from the day go directly to supplement our missions giving. 

Contact Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143 or munruh@delta-usa.com) if you are interested in helping with 
any of these areas: 

Publicity   Basket Raffle   Vendors  

Sponsors   50/50 Rtaffle   Parking 

Kitchen   Kids Zone     Bake Sale 

Order Takers   Mums/Pumpkins   Sandy’s Treasure Chest   

 

about:blank
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Operation Christmas Child 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

PINE SPRINGS CAMP 

Adventure awaits many of our students as they 
prepare to spend a week at Pine Springs Camp 
learning about God’s word with other kids. 
Pastor Justin will join the students July 18-23 
for a fun and  faith filled week that is sure to 
be long remembered. While the week is 
quickly approaching, there is still time to 
register your child for Pine Springs Camp and 
receive a partial scholarship.  

There are Pine Springs Camp brochures at the 
Welcome Table or you can visit their website 
at www.PineSprings.org.   

Be sure to register online with your down 
payment paid and submit your receipt to 
office@mcdonaldpres.org.  

ITEMS OF THE MONTH 

July:   Flip Flops – Boy and/or Girl, any size 

August:  school supplies - notebooks, pencils, erasers, crayons 

 4-ply yarn for Ida’s hats (any color will be appreciated)  *     

 Current donation update below ~  Any donation at any time is appreciated! 

   Bars of Soap – 306                  Washcloths – 448 

   Flip flops – 188              Notebooks – 10                     

   Crayons -249               Pencils - 218 boxes worth 

   Pencil sharpeners - 750 

   Bandannas – 750               Small stuffed animals – 171   

       
             Any questions, please feel free to contact Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143) 

COOKIES FOR COPS 

We would like to thank all of you who have so 
generously donated cookies for our Cookies 
for Cops ministry throughout the years.  
Judging by the smiles on the police officers' 
faces. they have been truly appreciated by all.  
Yummm..... delicious!  It has been decided to 
temporarily suspend our Cookies for Cops 
program at this time.  Please look for further 
updates. 
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Announcements 

GOVERNMENT CLEARANCES 

A reminder that criminal background checks and child abuse 
clearances are required of all adults who are involved with the 
youth of our congregation and must be renewed every five 
years. This includes anyone over the age of 18 who works --
even on an occasional basis--in the Nursery, Children's 
Church, Sunday School, reNEW, reNEW KIDZ, and VBS and 
anyone who prepares meals in the kitchen for any of the youth 
meetings. A concentrated effort will be made in the upcoming 
weeks to update clearance records and keep us in compliance 
with PA state law. Clearances can be obtained or renewed at 
the following websites:  

Child abuse clearance:   

https://www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis/public/home  

Criminal background check:  

https://epatch.state.pa.us/Home.jsp 

Clearances should be sent to Malisa in the church office to be 
kept on file. Questions can be directed to Malisa at 724-926-
8561 or malisa@mcdonaldpres.org or to Karen Irwin at 412-
279-8478 or irwinkl@aol.com. 

SALVATION ARMY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Are you looking to be part of a team that fulfills a critical need in the 
community?  The  McDonald Presbyterian Church Salvation Army Unit is 
looking to onboard a few more volunteers. As various costs continue to increase, 
community needs will also increase and we would like to be ready to help those 
in need as quickly as possible. Having a dedicated team of volunteers will play a 
key role in The Salvation Army’s goal to provide support and the very best social 
services, to give aid wherever and whenever needed.  Volunteers willing to 
provide their time and commitment are essential to the success of the 
organization. If you are interested in learning more about this ministry 
opportunity, please see Pastor Justin or contact the church office. 

COMMUNITY  

BLESSING BOX 

Thank you to all who continue to 
provide donations for our 
Community Blessing Box. It is 
used often and continues to 
provide food to those in need.  
Donations of ready to eat foods & 
non-perishable items like canned 
ravioli, cereal, instant potatoes, 
rice, beans, soups, snacks, peanut 
butter & jelly, canned meats, baby 
food, water, etc. are all welcome 
and appreciated. These items can 
be dropped off at the church office 
M-Th from 8am - 2pm or by 
placing directly in the box during 
our off hours. Please be mindful of 
expiration dates and only donate 
items that are not currently or soon 
to be expired. 

Box is located at 119 Station St. 
McDonald, PA 15057 
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Ministry Updates 

COMMUNITY LIFE GROUPS  

LAMPLIGHTERS: The Lamplighters are working through a 
short study on the Mysteries of the Messiah, Unveiling Divine 
Connections from Genesis to Today. We will be meeting on Monday 
evenings in the New Beginning Room at Calvary from 7:00 to 8:30 
p.m.  Anyone is invited.  The remaining meeting dates are tentatively 
set as June 27 and then July 11 and July 18.  Anyone is welcome to join 
us. For further questions, please contact Syndria Lowe or Patty Doane. 

THE UPPER ROOM: The Upper  Room CLG is currently working 
through a study on the book of Daniel. Please join us in Calvary Fellowship Hall. Meetings begin at 8:30 
AM. Please contact Dana Motte if you have any questions. 

YAHWEH WEDNESDAY: Br ing a lunch, and join us at noon on Wednesdays in Tr inity Par lor . 
We are currently studying 2 Samuel. Contact Pastor Justin for additional information. We will meet on 
July 6, July 27, August 17, & August 31. 

LUNCH LADIES:  Our  summer  will be mostly off with an occasional social event.  Announcements 
on future events will be in the bulletin.  

  

 

OUR KIDS TOOK 

A MONUMENTAL 

ADVENTURE 

THROUGH THE 

COLORFUL 

CANYONS AND 

SUNBAKED 

TRAILS OF THE 

SOUTHWEST 

AND HAD A 

BLAST 

EXPLORING 

GOD'S 

AWESOMENESS! 
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Joys and Concerns 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

Care List: Please be in prayer for those who can not worship with  us on a regular basis.  

Dorothy Alrutz 

Southmont 
835 South Main St, Rm #406 
Washington, PA 15301  

Larry Doak 

H. John Heinz III Progressive Ctr 
First Floor South Hall 
1010 Delafield Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15215 

Middy Ecker 

Victoria Manor 
100 Rose Court 
Oakdale, PA 15071 

Peggy Hughey 

Hawthorne Woods 
791 Locust Avenue, Room 104 
Washington,  PA 15301 

Laurain Lacotte 

Vanadium Woods 
Apt 118, 50 Vanadium Road 
Bridgeville,  PA 15017 

Dorothy Penberthy 

Victoria Manor 
100 Rose Court 
Oakdale, PA 15071 
 

Helen Catrain     Jim Crowe    Mary Catherine Garrett 

Hilda Glass     Julie Hanzcar      Joy Penderville   

Nancy Turk would like to extend a gracious thank you for all of the prayers, 

cards, & well wishes while she recovered from her surgery. 

I wish to thank the people who expressed “get 

well soon” wishes. 

Patrick Powell 

On behalf of Community Meals on Wheels, please accept our heartfelt thanks 

and gratitude for your recent donation of $1,000. Your generosity helps us 

serve those community members whore quire and rely on our service.  

Thank you for your support. 



 

 

Heidi & Jeff Betschart  7/30 

 

AUGUST 

Jamie & Mark Slack   8/3 

Michelle & Brad Unruh  8/3 

Sarah & Justin Amsler  8/9 

Alicia & Dennis Slovick  8/14 

Mary & William Hawes  8/18 

Katie & Jim Martin   8/18 

Heather & Paul Bianchini  8/19 

Tina & Brian Kocian   8/24 

Barbara & Pat Powell   8/25 

JULY/AUGUST  2022 

July and August Celebrations 
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JULY 

Mary & Chad Bennett   7/1 

Chrystal & Brandon Yates  7/2 

Dawn & Brian Jeannette  7/13 

Katelynn & Joshua Tronetti  7/14 

Judy & David Masquelier  7/16 

Lois & Michael Meehan   7/18 

Linda & Neal Matchett  7/19 

Lorraine & Matt Zombeck  7/29 

JULY 

Isabella Bianchini 7/1 

Dorothy Alrutz 7/3 

Dylan Eger  7/4 

Vicki Zyra  7/6 

Dottie Cook  7/7 

Isabella Krenn  7/8 

Ryker McMillen 7/8 

Jennifer Goodwin 7/11 

Peggy Moore  7/12 

Jeff Smith  7/14 

Mildred Gilbert 7/15 

Carol McCarty 7/15 

Ted Bair Jr.  7/16 

Cliff Elicker  7/18 

Jay Nation  7/18 

Taven Yates  7/18 

Shane McGinnis 7/19 

Gabrielle Smith 7/19 

Richard McVicker 7/20 

Chris Burger  7/21 

Nicholas Carter 8/18 

Aiden Allen  8/20 

Gianna Bianchini 8/21 

Chrystal Yates  8/23 

Kim Cook  8/24 

Sandy Meyers  8/27 

Gary McGinnis 8/29 

Ed Esposito  8/31 

Sue Gilbert  7/26 

Rich Snatchko  7/26 

Jim Crowe, Jr.  7/29 

Andy Diamond 7/29 

 

AUGUST 

Parker Bonds  8/1 

George Schmidt 8/1 

Linda Amic  8/3 

Barbara Powell 8/3 

Arlene Carr  8/5 

Donna Toward 8/7 

Adeline Yates  8/8 

Mary Bennett  8/10 

Nicholas Berthold 8/10 

Marilou Ritchie 8/10 

Suzanne Casey 8/12 

Melissa McMillen 8/14 

Janet Slack  8/15 

Margaret Novak 8/17 
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WEEKLY EVENTS 

 

SUNDAYS    10:00am Worship  

 

    

 

July/August 2022 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

     July 4   Independence Day/Office Closed 

   July 8    reNEW Movie Night 

   July 17  Deacon Cafe 

   July 26-29  Summer Service Week  

   July 31   Worship in the Park  

For the month of July, the Food Bank is requesting juice or juice drinks. For August they will be 
collecting canned meats & fish. Items can be dropped off in Calvary Parlor. They are also accepting cash 
and check donations. Please make checks payable to McDonald Presbyterian Church and indicate “Food 

Bank” on the memo line. Please contact Ed Nalesnick with any questions.     

Assistant 
Schedule 

July 3 July 10 July 17 July 24 July 31 

Lay Leader Dana Motte Patty Doane Linda Matchett Melanie Ankley Worship in the 

Assistant 
Schedule 

August 7 August 14 August 21 August 28 

Lay Leader Peggy Samarin Dana Motte Melanie Ankley Linda Matchett 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

 

July 6 & 27  Yahweh Wednesday (Noon) 

July 11 & 18  Lamplighters (7:00) 
      

August 17 & 31 Yahweh Wednesday (Noon) 

August 8  Session Meeting (6:30) 

August 15   Newsletter Deadline 



 

 

Worship Site: 
202 West Lincoln Avenue 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Office Location: 
119 Station Street 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Phone:  (724) 926-8561 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

McDonald Presbyterian Church is a mid-sized congregation located in 

McDonald, PA that exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  Our worship, service and outreach are all focused on helping others 

experience the love of God and the joy that comes from knowing Him.  We 

love what we do and who we are when we come together as a community of 

God’s people.  Our door is always open, and we look forward to meeting 

you and welcoming you into our fellowship.  

July/August 2022 
 NEWSLETTER 
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 JOIN US FOR THE NEXT DEACON CAFÉ ON JULY 17 

Donuts, Bagels, & Coffee will be available for all to enjoy before 
worship in Calvary Parlor starting at 9:30am. 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS JUNE - LABOR DAY   

Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. in Calvary Center  

or livestreamed on Facebook. 

RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

Visit our website: 
mcdonaldpres.org 

Livestream service link: www.facebook.com/McDonaldPres 

Pastor 
Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 
(724) 699-0157 

Children’s Ministries  
Coordinator 
Mary Bennett  

students@mcdonaldpres.org 
 

Choir Director 
  Syndria Lowe 

Assistant Choir Director 
Heidi Betschart 

Administrative Assistant 
Malisa Silassy 

malisa@mcdonaldpres.org 

Bookkeeper:  Connie Buydasz 
bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org 

Operations Officer 
Tom Maxwell 

Custodial Staff 
Bob McDowell 

Shannon Gowing 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Malisa Silassy 


