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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

JUNE 27-JULY 1 * 9:00 A.M.-12:30 P.M. 

It is such a blessing to be able to host Vacation Bible School once again in Trinity Center. VBS is an annual 
ongoing ministry for the children in our church as well as the community. Children will come together to 
learn biblical truth while making lasting memories in a fun and adventurous atmosphere. This year kids will 
go off-road for a Monumental adventure through the colorful canyons and sunbaked trails of the southwest. 
By exploring God’s awesomeness, they begin to form a rock-solid faith for the road ahead.  

Dawn Jeannette has given up much of her time to take on the task of leading not only our children, but also 
our youth and adult volunteers on this epic journey and for that we are so thankful. Additional volunteers 
are still needed. If you would like to find out more about serving during this week long event, please contact 
dawn Jeannette or the church office. 

 

Registration is available for Preschool through 5th grade  

& 6th grade and older volunteers on our website or by 
scanning the provided QR code.  

 

All are invited to join us for a picnic lunch after our  

McPresby  
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Pastor’s Page 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  Psalm 103:8 

Love is Patient. - I Corinthians 13  

 

Those who are fans of slow-cooked barbecue are really on to something.   I recently 
rediscovered a local barbecue restaurant, and the several meals that I have had there were 
fantastic.  The meats were full of flavor and amazingly tender.  The meals were well-prepared, 
and the balance was just perfect.  What made the meal even better was knowing how many 
hours those meats were slow-cooked to achieve such perfection.  Just the right heat and spices 
in a perfect setting transformed what I might have cooked into a piece of shoe leather into a 
delicious experience.   

I recently came across a pastor who used this illustration of slow-cooked barbecue to describe 
the method by which we grow in Christ.   He is a hobbyist when it comes to smoking various 
meats and reports owning five different smokers.  I can only hope that someday my own life 
will afford me the opportunity to slow down enough to enjoy days at home tending the smoker.  
Until then, I am fortunate to be the benefactor of others who have such a hobby and the 
patience required. 

Disciples are made, families flourish, and churches thrive when we marinate ourselves in the 
beliefs and practices of Jesus Christ.  We navigate a world of rapid change that seeks to 
reinvent language and culture year by year.  De-stabilizing forces are at work, and the youngest 
among us are the most targeted by new cultural imperatives. 

The success of the industrial and technological revolution in our world has led us to believe that 
we can make disciples on a fast track with a few sermons and classes.  The early church knew 
this was not the case.  In the early church, those who wanted to become members went through 
at least a year-long process before they were invited to take communion.  Disciples were 
patiently led in the ways of faith and immersed in the Word of God.  This is exactly what we 
seek to do together as we participate in the life of the church.  We saturate ourselves and our 
family members in the love and truth of Christ over the long haul.  With just the right heat and 
pressure, just the right timing and seasoning, we become people who are able to exemplify the 
fruit of the Spirit regardless of the pressures and hardships that 
we face.   

Let’s make sure the heat is on low and steady and keep the 
meat thermometer probing the status of our hearts.  Patiently 
sharing truth, patiently allowing the Holy Spirit to transform us 
into the people God intended us to be.       

See you by the grill, 

Pastor Justin 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Sunday School is taking a summer break from June through 
September.  Students in Pre-K through 12th grades are 
welcome to participate.  Sunday School meets every 
Sunday morning at 9:30 until 10:30 in the Trinity 
Fellowship Hall.  We are thankful for all of the students 
who participated this year and we are looking forward to 
seeing all of you in the fall!   

reNEW NEWS 
 

The students are encouraged to participate in Vacation Bible School as 
leaders from Monday, June 27 through Friday, July 1 from 9 a.m. until 
12:30 p.m.  This is a great opportunity for the students to add something to 
their resumes, and it is a rewarding experience.  There will be a training 
night for the leaders on Wednesday, June 22 at 6 p.m. in Trinity Fellowship 
Hall.  Pizza and drinks will be served.   On Wednesday, June 29, there 
will be a pool party for  the students who were leaders at VBS and any 
other youth group students at the Bennett house starting at 1 p.m.  Rain day 
will be Thursday, June 30.  We hope to see you all there!  This youth group 

is for students in 5th through 12th grades and meets every Wednesday from 6 p.m. until 7:45 p.m. in 
Trinity Fellowship Hall.  The youth group is on a summer break from June through August.  There will 
be a couple of get togethers over the summer.  Students can join in at any time.  Please send an email 
to students@mcdonaldpres.org with any questions.  

reNEW KIDZ NEWS  
 

reNEW Kidz youth group has finished up its first year and it was a huge 
success!  It was great to see the kids having fun together and learning more 
about the Bible and the wonderful things God is doing in their lives.  This 
youth group is taking a summer break from June through August and we are 
looking forward to starting back up again in the fall.   Margaret Wasco and 
the entire Wasco family have done an amazing job with the lessons and 
activities.  We are also very thankful for our volunteers who make the meals 
for the students every week and help the program run smoothly.  We could 
not have done it without you and we are very grateful for your help!  This 
youth group is for students from Kindergarten through 4th grade and meets every first and third Wednesday 
evenings from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in Calvary Fellowship Hall.  Students can join in at any time.  Please 
send an email to students@mcdonaldpres.org with any questions.  See you in September! 
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Operation Christmas Child 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

ITEMS OF THE MONTH: 

* Small stuffed animals    

     *  Flip Flops (any size/color) 

   *   4-ply yarn for Ida’s hats - (any color will be appreciated!) 

Current donation update below ~  Any donation at any time is appreciated! 
 

        Bars of Soap – 206       Washcloths – 182 

   Small stuffed animals – 134          Flip flops - 109 

Bandannas – 750 – Generously donated by a Covenant Partner 

 

** PACKING PARTY GOAL is 750 shoeboxes **CHURCHWIDE GOAL is 1000 ** 

Any questions, please feel free to contact Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143) 

************************************************************************ 

INDEPENDENCE DAY MISSION GIVING PROJECT 

We are immensely grateful to our servicemen and women and their families for the sacrifices they make 
to ensure our freedom on a daily basis.  This year, help us bless them with the gift of a BibleStick. 

The Faith Comes by Hearing/ Hope for our Heroes Military BibleStick reaches service men and women 
with God’s Word in audio — it can go with them and sustain them in even the most difficult 
circumstances.  The Military BibleStick is a small, matte-black, weather-resistant digital audio player 
designed expressly for the safety of deployed troops.  It contains nothing except God’s Word.  Each 
service member and veteran receives the New Testament and select Psalms in dramatized, multi-voice 
audio.  Along with the Military BibleStick, each service member and veteran has the opportunity to send a 
free MP3 Bible on disc to their family, so that all may be discipled in God’s Word. 

Each BibleStick costs $25.00.  We will be accepting donations 
throughout the month of July.  Please make checks payable to 
McDonald Presbyterian Church, with “BibleSticks” in the 
memo line.   Thank you, in advance, for your support. 
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Announcements 

JUNE 2022  

COMMUNITY LIFE GROUPS 

LAMPLIGHTERS: The Lamplighters are beginning a new 
short study for 6 weeks on the Mysteries of the Messiah, 
Unveiling Divine Connections from Genesis to Today.  Many 
Christians today view the Old Testament as just a collection of 
archaic stories and out-of-date prophecies and teaching.  But 
the reality is that every page of the Old Testament reveals 
divine mysteries about Jesus, the Messiah, that still apply 
today.  It is only by understanding the Old Testament that 
believers in Christ can truly understand the complete picture of 
who God is, how he relates to us, and what he is doing today in 
the world.  In this 6 session video Bible Study, we will walk 
with Messianic Rabbi Jason Sobel as he fills in the connections you might have missed.  You will come to 
understand that the Bible fits together as a whole to offer one complete picture of Jesus.  You will also 
discover how both the Old and New Testaments are God’s priceless possessions with neither one being 
more or less valuable than the other.  The topics are:  Finding Jesus in the Story of Creation; Finding Jesus 
in the Story of the Patriarchs; Finding Jesus in the Story of Joseph and Judah; Finding Jesus in the Story of 
Moses; Finding Jesus in the Story of Ruth and Boaz; and Finding Jesus in the Story of David.  We will be 
meeting on Monday evenings in the New Beginning Room at Calvary from 7:00 to 8:30pm.  Anyone is 
invited.  The meeting dates are tentatively set to start June 6 and continuing on June 13, June 20, June 27 
and then July 11 and July 18.  Anyone is welcome to join us and for further questions, please contact 
Syndria Lowe or Patty Doane.  

THE UPPER ROOM: The Upper  Room CLG is beginning a study on the book of Daniel. Please join 
us in Calvary Fellowship Hall. Meetings will begin at 9 AM after Memorial Day. Please contact Dana 
Motte if you have any questions. 

YAHWEH WEDNESDAY: Br ing a lunch, and join us at noon on Wednesdays in Tr inity Par lor . We 
are currently studying 2 Samuel. Contact Pastor Justin for additional information. See the Community Life 
Group page on our website for the summer schedule.  

LUNCH LADIES: The Lunch Ladies finished up on May 23 with our  Easter  study with Andy 
Stanley. We will have a summer picnic in Trinity basement on June 6.  Our summer will be mostly off with 
an occasional social event.  Announcements on future events will be in the bulletin.  

Summer Worship begins Sunday, 

June 5 and will continue through 

Labor Day weekend. Come worship 

with us each week at 10:00 a.m! 
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Summer Service Week 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

 “MPC SUMMER SERVICE WEEK” MISSION PROJECT! 

** APPLICATIONS ARE DUE BY JUNE 15, 2022!!  ** 
 

**  Volunteer and homeowner applications are available in Calvary Par lor  and on our  website at 
http://www.mcdonaldpres.org/community-outreach  ** 

 

Volunteers of ALL ages (adults, teens, kids – bring the whole family!) are needed and welcome! 

When:  July 26 – 29, 2022  - You can volunteer for 1, 2, 3 or all 4 days…whatever works for you 

Where:  McDonald Borough and neighbor ing communities 

Some ways you can serve and have fun at the same time:  

 

 Pray!         

 Volunteer for a work project 

 Donate supplies or money for the projects 

 Provide and/or serve meals for the work teams 

 Set up/clean up at Trinity Center 

 Celebrate with us:  attend Worship in the Park and the picnic on July 31st   

 
Come “love your neighbors as yourself.”  

 
 Please consider joining us!    Any questions, please contact: 

Tom Maxwell, Summer Service Week Chair and/or Michelle Unruh, Missions 
Home:  724-356-3135 Cell:  412-965-3325 email: thm@hky.com   /  412-221-4143 
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Volunteer Application  

JUNE 2022  
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Announcements (cont.)        

McDonald Presbyterian Church will be traveling together as a group on October 15 to attend this 
must-see event. Cost will be $180 per Adult & $164 for children ages 4-12 and includes your ticket, 
lunch, & charter bus transportation. A sign up sheet is available at the Welcome Table in Calvary or 
you can reserve a spot by contacting the church office.  

Spots are limited. A $50 deposit per person is required by June 15 to hold your spot with the 
balance due no later than July 31. 

Lunch will feature Lancaster’s Traditional Smorgasbord which includes American favorites as well 
as distinctive Heritage Dishes and bakery-fresh desserts. Additional trip details including a lunch 
menu can be found at the Welcome Table or by contacting the church office. 
 

 
Please see Kristie Briceland at 412-296-3872 or briceland0519@comcast.net  

if you have any questions regarding this event. 

“SAVE THE DATE” 
 McFall Fest 2022 

 Saturday, October 8th – 11am – 4pm 

 
It’s never early to start thinking about it…if you ever wanted to get involved in a church-wide mission 
project, this is it.  Please consider volunteering to help make this endeavor a success for the glory of our 
Lord.  All proceeds from the day go directly to supplement our missions giving. 

Contact Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143 or munruh@delta-usa.com) if you are interested in helping with 
any of these areas: 

Publicity   Basket Raffle   Vendors  
Sponsors   50/50 Rtaffle   Parking 
Kitchen   Kids Zone     Bake Sale 
Order Takers   Mums/Pumpkins   Sandy’s Treasure Chest  
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MPC Puzzles        
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Care List: Please be in prayer for those who can not worship with  us on a regular basis.  

MCPRESBY NEWS  

Dorothy Alrutz 

Southmont 
835 South Main St, Rm #406 
Washington, PA 15301  

Larry Doak 

H. John Heinz III Progressive Ctr 
First Floor South Hall 
1010 Delafield Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15215 

Middy Ecker 

Victoria Manor 
100 Rose Court 
Oakdale, PA 15071 

Peggy Hughey 

Hawthorne Woods 
791 Locust Avenue, Room 104 
Washington,  PA 15301 

Laurain Lacotte 

Vanadium Woods 
Apt 118, 50 Vanadium Road 
Bridgeville,  PA 15017 

Dorothy Penberthy 

Victoria Manor 
100 Rose Court 
Oakdale, PA 15071 
 

Helen Catrain     Jim Crowe    Mary Catherine Garrett 

Hilda Glass     Julie Hanzcar      Joy Penderville   

Joys and Concerns 

Joann Gibbs     6/1 

Abigayle Goodwin  6/3 

Cory Crawford  6/7 

Rosalynd Yates  6/10 

Selah Amsler   6/12 

Shawn McMillen  6/16 

Alexander Nemec  6/17 

Lorraine Zombeck  6/17  

Della Endy   6/19 

Julie Petito   6/19  

Ian Allen   6/20 

Marlene Thomas  6/21 

Sandra McCloud  6/23  

Anthony Marin  6/25  

Brenda Cischke   6/26 

Martin Ryan   6/27  

Jackie Bonds    6/28  

Rex Keslar   6/30  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lynn & Jim Brockman  6/2    

Diane & Bob Shepherd 6/6  

Alice & Ron Todorowski  6/6  

Kara & Ryan Wockley 6/10 

Donna & Bob Klimas   6/11  

Jackie & Patrick Bonds  6/11  

Peggy & Dean Moore  6/11 

Rhonda & Randy Lauff  6/12   

Kris & David Hanczar  6/13      

Charlene & Robert Potts  6/13     

Kari & Ted Bair, Jr.   6/14 

Deborah & Cliff Elicker      6/14 

Marcia & Mike Jewell         6/18 

Lisa & Donn Carter         6/19 

Brianne &  Ed Eiler        6/20 

Jennifer & Robert Guidice 6/21 

Kathy & Rich McVicker  6/22 

Teri & Jerri Runtas   6/23 

Kathy & Ray Morgan  6/26 
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June 2022 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

     June 16  Choir Year End Party 

   June 19  Father’s Day - Deacon Café 

   June 22  reNEW Leaders Training 

   June 26 - July 1 Vacation Bible School 

   June 29  reNEW Youth Pool Party    

 

 
The McDonald Food Bank makes distributions on the 4th Tuesday of every month. For the month 
of June, the Food Bank is requesting cookies & snacks. Donations are always welcomed. Checks 
can be placed in the offering plate, given online, or mailed to the church office. Please indicate 
“Food Bank” on the memo line of your check.  Please contact Ed Nalesnick with any questions.  
Thank you for helping to feed those in need! 

Assistant 
Schedule 

June 5 June 12 June 19 June 26 

Lay Leader  Patty Doane Jamie Slack  

Young  

Disciples 
Dana Motte Patty Doane Beth Tidd  

Acolytes 
Julia Wasco and 

Asher Martin  
Emma Ware & 
Kamden Ware  

*** *** 

WEEKLY EVENTS 

SUNDAYS    10:00am Worship  

MONDAYS  AA (Calvary Center) 
   Lamplighters (7:00pm) 

TUESDAYS  Boy Scouts 

 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

June 1 & 22 Yahweh Wednesday (Noon) 

June 5  Cookies for Cops Collection  

June 6  Lunch Ladies Bible Study (Noon)          

June 15 Newsletter Deadline 



 

 

Worship Site: 
202 West Lincoln Avenue 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Office Location: 
119 Station Street 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Phone:  (724) 926-8561 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

McDonald Presbyterian Church is a mid-sized congregation located in 

McDonald, PA that exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  Our worship, service and outreach are all focused on helping others 

experience the love of God and the joy that comes from knowing Him.  We 

love what we do and who we are when we come together as a community of 

God’s people.  Our door is always open, and we look forward to meeting 

you and welcoming you into our fellowship.  
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FATHER’S DAY BAGELS & DONUTS  

Our Deacons are planning to bless us all with a special 
presentation of pastries for Father’s Day. If you have not yet 

returned to church, we encourage you to come spend time with us. 
We miss you! 

Donuts, Bagels, & Coffee will be available for all to enjoy before 
worship in Calvary Parlor starting at 9:30am. 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS JUNE - LABOR DAY   

Sundays @ 10:00 a.m. in Calvary Center  

or livestreamed on Facebook. 

RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

Visit our website: 
mcdonaldpres.org 

Livestream service link: www.facebook.com/McDonaldPres 

Pastor 
Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 
(724) 699-0157 

Children’s Ministries  
Coordinator 
Mary Bennett  

students@mcdonaldpres.org 
 

Choir Director 
  Syndria Lowe 

Assistant Choir Director 
Heidi Betschart 

Administrative Assistant 
Malisa Silassy 

malisa@mcdonaldpres.org 

Bookkeeper:  Connie Buydasz 
bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org 

Operations Officer 
Tom Maxwell 

Custodial Staff 
Bob McDowell 

Shannon Gowing 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Malisa Silassy 


