
 

 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does 
not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. 

 
It does not dishonor others, 

it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs.  

 1 Corinthians 13:4-5 

Pastor’s Page 2 

Operation Christmas Child 3 

Children & Youth Ministry 4 

Pine Springs Info.  5 

Announcements 6 

Community Life Groups 7 

Schedules 9 

Our Love & Prayers 10 

Birthdays/ Anniversaries/ Calendar 11 

Inside this issue: 

McPresby  

M c D O N A L D  
P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  FEBRUARY 2023 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES 

 Join us on Wednesday, February 22nd for Ash Wednesday. 
We will be holding 2 services this year. The first is at 10:00 
a.m. in Trinity Fellowship Hall, and refreshments will be 
served following this service. The second is at 7:00 p.m. in 
Calvary Sanctuary.  Both services will feature Communion 
and the Imposition of ashes. This is a wonderful way to 
begin the season of lent with repentance and reflection. We 
hope to see you there! 

ALL CHURCH SUPER BOWL PARTY 

Join us on February 12th, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. for 
an evening filled with fun, family, and friends. Bring your 
own dish or snack to share; drinks will be provided. The 
game will be shown in Trinity Sanctuary on the projector 
with amazing sound! Food will be set up in Trinity Parlor. 
Padded sanctuary chairs are available. Blankets and pillows 
are encouraged. This is a family event, and parents must 
attend with their children.  
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Pastor’s Page — 2022 Annual Report Letter 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

January 22, 2023 
 
 
Dear McDonald Presbyterian Church Family,  
 
Sarah and I are so pleased to be a part of the McDonald Community and our church family in particular. 
The year 2022 was a blessing in so many different ways. Our church family came together through the last 
difficult winter of the pandemic (we pray) and increased worship attendance and re-ignited many of our 
ministries that were quieted for the past two years. Sunday School was back with a strong Palm Sunday 
celebration and wonderful Easter Sunday. While it seems so long ago the year actually began with your 
pastor having the Omicron variant of Covid 19 and broadcasting a message to all of you from Trinity 
Sanctuary.  
 
Vacation Bible School was a delight, Summer Service Week was excellent with record breaking 
participation, Worship in the Park had a new twist being located at Cecil Park with our new Partner 
Venice Presbyterian Church and our longtime partner First Baptist Church of McDonald. We have a great 
group of online worshipers who have kept the internet a little more Holy in 2022 and in person attendance 
is slowly but noticeably increasing with December attendance almost reaching our average worship pre-
pandemic. 
 
Facility wise we completed scheduled maintenance on the West Tower of Calvary, which provided 
needed leak repair in the form of 50 year soldered copper flashing. A stainless steel chimney cap by Baker 
Chimneys out of Hickory was installed on Trinity Center. A few other important roof improvements for 
Trinity were also completed to address water seeping here and there. The Calvary Fellowship Hall 
Children’s area was completed which is now serving very well for our Sunday Morning Children’s 
Worship. The Cornerstone Capital Campaign marked its conclusion with an appropriate celebration at the 
end of September giving thanks for the $255,000 that was raised and provided through in-kind support.  
 
Personally, it was a productive year for the pursuit of my Doctor of Ministry Degree. I was able to sponsor 
a leadership class that went very well and attended the final in person class portion for the degree. The 
year 2023 will be a year of writing and with the Lord’s help 2024 will be the year I am able to walk for 
graduation.  
 
There is so much to look forward to in 2023. 
We have a new Discipleship and Evangelism 
team that is going to be launching a nursing 
home ministry at both Paulin Personal Care 
and Victoria Manor in Oakdale. Our youth 
ministry is strong and another summer of 
expanding ministry is already being planned. 
Make sure you don’t miss out on all of the 
opportunities that we have to share the love of 
God!  
 
For His Glory,  
 
Pastor Justin  
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Youth Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser 

Saturday, April 22, 2023 

 

Women’s Spring Tulip Luncheon 

Saturday, April 29, 2023 

 



 

 

Children’s and Youth Ministry Update 
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reNEW Student Ministry 

There will not be a youth group meeting on Wednesday, February 1st, 
due to the youth group leaders being away at the ECO Conference.  

The Youth Group will be having a Valentine's Day party on Wednesday, 
February 15th, during the regularly scheduled youth group meeting.  Please 
wear red or pink if you have it.  Dinner will be provided and we will have 
games and crafts.  We will have a game night on Friday evening, February 
24th, starting at 6:30 pm until 8:30 pm in the Trinity Fellowship Hall. Snacks 
and drinks will be provided.  Although some games will be 
available, students are encouraged to bring their favorite game to play with 
their friends.  We are hoping for a good snow evening so we can all go sled riding.  This Youth Group is 
available for any students from grades 5th through 12th and meets every Wednesday evening from 6 
p.m. until 7:45 p.m. in the Trinity Fellowship Hall.  

reNEW KIDZ Youth Group 

There will not be a youth group meeting on Wednesday, February 1st, 
due to the youth group leaders being away at the ECO Conference.   

The students will have a Valentine's Day party on Wednesday, February 
15th during the regularly scheduled youth group meeting.  Please have the 
students wear red or pink if they have it.  Dinner will be provided and we 
will have games and crafts for the students to participate in and have some 
fun with their friends!  We will have a game night on Friday evening, 
February 24th, starting at 6:30 pm until 8:30 pm in the Trinity Fellowship 
Hall. Snacks and drinks will be provided.  Although some games will be available, students are encouraged 
to bring their favorite game to play with their friends.  An adult will need to accompany children from this 
group.  This youth group is available for students from kindergarten through 4th grade and meets every first 
and third Wednesday of each month from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the Calvary Fellowship hall.  We are 
always in need of adult volunteers.  Please send an email to students@mcdonaldpres.org with any 
questions or concerns.  

MCPRESBY NEWS  

Sunday School News 

We will be having a breakfast and Valentine's Day party for the students on Sunday, February 12th 
during our normal Sunday School hour.  please have the students come dressed in red or pink.  We will 
have crafts and games for the children.    
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MCDONALD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

YOUTH SUMMER CAMPING PROGRAM 2023 

PINE SPRINGS CAMP, JENNERSTOWN PA 
 WWW.PINESPRINGS.ORG 

McDonald Presbyterian Church is committed to sending all of our young people to summer camp that would 
like to attend.  Church Camp is not something that only “outdoorsy” kids do.  It is something that we believe 
is a powerful spiritual formation experience. A week of spiritual formation could be life-changing for any 
student, especially in these times.  At camp our students experience a full week of worship, study, play, and 
relationship-building that leads to a great week of spiritual growth that is fun and energizing.  Every student 
that attends from McDonald Presbyterian Church and registers by the deadline will receive a $300.00 schol-
arship towards the cost of camp.  While the cost of camp is substantial at $550.00 this scholarship program 
will bring the costs down to below $250.00 for those who register before the early bird deadline. 

McDonald Presbyterian will be attending Pine Springs Camp Week 6: July 16-21 

We have chosen a week where all of our students, who have completed the 3rd grade or higher, will be 
able to attend camp together.  This week of the summer  there are tr aditional camps offered for  stu-
dents who have completed the third grade to the completion of their senior year.  Pastor Justin will be able to 
serve as a Volunteer Director for the exploration camp.  Adventure Exploration is open to all students who 
have completed grades 3-5.  Students who have finished grades 6-8 will attend the Adventure Journey Camp 
and students who have completed grades 9-12 will attend the Adventure Expedition Camp.  All Classic 
camps run from Sunday afternoon through Friday evening. 

MPC Registration Deadline:  Pine Spr ings does not have a registration deadline date, but our  church 
has a scholarship deadline of Sunday, June 4.  We recommend registering your camper(s) as soon as possible 
due to limited cabin availability.   For those students who do not complete a registration form and pay the 
$75.00 deposit to PSC by this date the church scholarship will be reduced from $300.00 to $250.00.   Pine 
Springs offers an early bird discount of $30 if your registration is completed or postmarked by March 27th.  
Other discounts are also offered. 

Registration Procedure:  Registration for  camp is something that happens directly between the Stu-
dent’s parent or guardian and Pine Springs.  Registration forms and initial payment should be completed 
online or mailed directly to the camp.  When this happens, contact the church office 
(office@mcdonaldpres.org) and notify us of the details: child’s name, child’s grade completed and week of 
camp attending.  Most of our parents register their children online and forward us their confirmation email, 
which works very well.  In early June a check will be sent out from our church to pay for the MPC Scholar-
ship portion of all those students who have registered.   

Other Weeks at Pine Springs: Can’t attend our week?  Have a brave young camper who wants to attend a 
different week?  PSC offers camps all summer long.  The same scholarship guidelines apply for students at-
tending from our congregation.  Students attending one of the short weeks (3 days) will receive a prorated 
scholarship of $135.  The same registration procedure applies.  

Additional Scholarships: Pine Spr ings Camp also has a scholarship fund that is available for  addition-
al support. 

Thank you for your interest and support!  Brochures are available in Calvary Parlor               
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LENTEN GIVING MISSION PROJECT 

We are excited to partner once again with our local 
FMSC MobilePack host. This fall, volunteers from 
MPC will join others at South Fayette Intermediate 
School to help pack thousands of life-saving Manna-
Pack Rice meals to feed hungry kids around the 
world. 
 
One meal costs 29 cents - by filling an M&M tube 
with quarters, you can feed close to 50 children!!!  
 
M&M tubes will be available after worship begin-
ning February 5.   Please call Michelle Unruh (412-
221-4143) with questions or to arrange drop off of 
your tube(s). Collection will continue through the 
month of February. 
 

 Dear McDonald Presbyterian 
Church, 

 Thank you! I am truly grateful for 
the many ways you have and continue to 
support the ministry of Pine Springs Camp.  

 It means a great deal that you des-
ignate  funds from your McFall Fest to 
camp. Your partnership in the Gospel is 
appreciated and valued. Hopefully I will be 
able to visit and say Thank You in person 
soon. 

  Sincerely in Christ, 

   Greg 

 

* Don’t miss our annual camp visit from 
Mike Hurley during worship on February 
19th.  

Vacation Bible 
School 

We are excited to be 
having Vacation Bible 
School again this year, 

June 26-30! There will be a planning meeting on 
February 5th following worship.  Anyone interested 

in  assisting with VBS in any way is welcome to  
attend!! Please contact Dawn Jeannette if you have 

any questions.  

Year-End Giving Statements 
This year we will be emailing out the 

year-end giving statements to each 
family. If you do not have an email 
address registered with us, a printed 

copy will be available for you to pick 
up in the church office. If you wish to 

have your statement mailed to you, 
please contact Kerry in the church 

office at 724-926-8561 or                             
office@mcdonaldpres.org. 
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BLESSING  

BOX 

Free Food for anyone in Need.  Take 
what you need.  Leave what you can.  

The Blessing Box is still thriving with 
many donations as well as many blessed. 
As we are in the midst of winter we will 
be switching to dry goods only when the 
weather turns cold.  

Requested items include: all types of mac 
and cheese (microwave and traditional), 
boxed cereal, fruit and pudding cups, 
spaghetti sauce, pasta, apple sauce, heat 
and serve rice packets, canned soup, 
crackers, pancake mix, cup of soup, and 
the box favorite, ramen noodles.    

LAMPLIGHTERS 
The Lamplighters are excited to start a new study called "Seven Mile Miracle: 
Experience the Last Words of Christ." This 7-session study explores the last 

words of Christ from the very Holy Land locations at which they were  
spoken.  Standing on the Mount of Olives, in the Garden of Gethsemane, at Gol-

gatha, Pastor Steven Furtick unpacks the drama, power, and deeper  
meaning of Jesus’ final hours before Crucifixion.  We meet Monday  

evenings from 7-8:30pm.  We will meet in Calvary Center New Beginnings 
Room on January 23, February 6, February 20, February 27, March 6, March 20 

and March 27.  Please let Syndria or Patty know if you are  
interested in joining us. 

LUNCH LADIES 
Lunch Ladies meet every other Monday (February 13 & 27)at noon and 
are in the midst of a 6 week study of Everything Y ou Need by Dr. David 
Jeremiah.  You are welcome to join us! Please contact Peggy Samarin or 
Linda Matchett if you have any questions. 

THE UPPER ROOM 
The Upper Room CLG is studying Revelation for the next couple of 

months. New participants are always welcome. Please join us in Calvary 
Fellowship Hall. Meetings begin at 9:30 am on Sundays. Please contact 

Dana Motte if you have any questions.  

YAHWEH WEDNESDAY 
Bring a lunch and join us at noon on Wednesdays in Trinity Parlor. 
We are currently studying Elijah and Elisha in the book of I Kings. 
Contact Pastor Justin for additional information. We will meet while 
Pastor Justin is away on February 1st. 

FOOD BANK 
For the month of February, the Food 
Bank is requesting soup & crackers 
that can be dropped off in Calvary 

Parlor. They are also accepting cash 
and check donations. Please make 

checks payable to McDonald Presby-
terian Church and indicate “Food 

Bank” on the memo line. Please con-
tact Ed Nalesnick with any questions.    
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Schedules 

FEBRUARY 2023  

FEBRUARY ACOLYTE 

SCHEUDLE 

FEB 5 (Communion)- Selah Amsler  & 
Kamden Ware 

 
FEB 12- Julia Wasco & Alyssa Wasco 
 
FEB 19- Della Endy & Asher  Mar tin  
 
FEB 26- Kyler  Giambanco & Jonah 
Amsler 
 

 

CHOIR PRACTICES FOR FEBRUARY 

 Feb 2 – 7:00pm Praise Team 
              7:30pm Adult Choir 

 Feb 9 – 6:00pm Bells 
      7:00pm Praise Team 
     7:30pm Adult Choir 

Feb 16 – 7:00pm Praise Team 
               7:30pm Adult Choir 

Feb 23 – 6:00pm Bells 
      7:00pm Praise Team 
     7:30pm Adult Choir 

* If you would like to join us, please contact 
Syndria Lowe or Heidi Betschart! 

2/5/2023 Melanie Ankley 

2/12/2023 Patty Doane 

2/19/2023 Macey Slack 

2/26/2023 Dana Martin 

LAY LEADERS 

2/5/2023   

2/12/2023 Dana Motte 

2/19/2023 Peggy Samarin 

2/26/2023   

YOUNG DISCIPLES 

2/5/2023 Dana Motte 

2/12/2023 Jennifer Lupi 

2/19/2023 Carol Bywaters  

2/26/2023 Sarah Amsler 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

We are looking to fill several volunteer po-
sitions in our church for many different are-
as such as Hospitality and Facility Volun-
teers, Lay Leaders, and Children’s Church. 
If you are interested in helping in any of 
these areas, please contact Kerry in the 
church office. Thank you for your active 
role in our congregation! 
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Dorothy Alrutz 

Southmont 
835 South Main St,  
Rm #406 
Washington, PA 15301  

Jim Crowe 

120 Mosside Blvd, Apt 339  
N Versailles, PA 15137  

Larry Doak 

H. John Heinz III Progressive Ctr 
First Floor South Hall 
1010 Delafield Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15215 

 
Middy Ecker 

Victoria Manor 
100 Rose Court 
Oakdale, PA 15071 

Peggy Hughey 

Hawthorne Woods 
791 Locust Avenue, Room 104 
Washington,  PA 15301 

Ida Galicic 

Juniper Village - Room 216 

1320 Greentree Road 

Pittsburgh, PA  15220 

 

 

 

Laurain Lacotte 

Vanadium Woods 
Apt 118, 50 Vanadium Road 
Bridgeville,  PA 15017 

Dorothy Penberthy 

Victoria Manor 
100 Rose Court 
Oakdale, PA 15071 

Dolores Bable      Helen Catrain     Mary Catherine Garrett 

Hilda Glass     Julie Hanzcar      Lila Turk     Joy Penderville   



 

 

WEEKLY EVENTS 

 

SUNDAYS    9:30am Upper Room  

   10:45am Worship  

 

WEDNESDAYS Yahweh Wednesdays (Noon) 

   reNEW (6:00pm) 

 

MONDAYS  AA Calvary Center 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

 

Feb 5 Communion   

Feb 13  Session  Meeting (7:00pm) 

  

  

SPECIAL EVENTS 

February 12 Kids Sunday School Valentine Day Party - 9:30 a.m. 

 Super Bowl Party - Bring a Dish - Trinity Sanctuary - 6:00 p.m. 

February 22 Ash Wednesday Services: 10:00am at Trinity Fellowship Hall 

     7:00pm at Calvary Sanctuary 

FEBRUARY 2023 

 

Asher  Martin  2/1 

Katie Nation-Cirocco 2/7  

Matt Frazier  2/10 

Peggy Hughey             2/10 

Betty Ryan  2/11 

Zoe Unruh  2/12  

Hailey Bair  2/14  

Eli Cischke  2/14 

Brandon Bennett 2/15 

Debby Penberthy  2/15 

Joy Penderville  2/15 

Mike Jewell   2/21 

Lacie Walker   2/21 

Mark Slack   2/22 

Christopher Gladden  2/27 

Justin Amsler   2/28 

Samantha Baldigowski 2/28 

Ethan Goodwin             2/29 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

Tammy & Robert McDowell  2/6 

Peggy & Frank Samarin  2/11 

Debbie & Rex Keslar   2/17 

Katie & Nic Speer   2/27 



 

 

McDonald Presbyterian Church is a mid-sized congregation located in 

McDonald, PA that exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  Our worship, service and outreach are all focused on helping others 

experience the love of God and the joy that comes from knowing Him.  We 

love what we do and who we are when we come together as a community of 

God’s people.  Our door is always open, and we look forward to meeting 

you and welcoming you into our fellowship.  

Worship Site: 
202 West Lincoln Avenue 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Office Location: 
119 Station Street 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Phone:  (724) 926-8561 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 

McDONALD 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH  

February 2023 
 NEWSLETTER 

RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

Visit our website: 
mcdonaldpres.org 
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GET CONNECTED ... BE ENGAGED 

 

WORSHIP  

Sundays @ 10:45 a.m. Calvary Center or  

live on Facebook 

 

DISCOVER 

Learn to appreciate the season of Lent by attending an Ash 
Wednesday Service. 
 

FELLOWSHIP 

Super Bowl Party- February 12th  at 6:00pm  in Trinity Sanctuary 
 

ACT 

Commit to one of our summer ministries: 

Vacation Bible School-  June 26-30 

Summer Service Week- July 25-28 

Worship in the Park- July 30 

 

Pastor 
Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 
(724) 699-0157 

Children’s Ministries  
Coordinator 
Mary Bennett  

students@mcdonaldpres.org 

Children’s & Youth  
Ministry Assistant 
Jennifer Campbell 

Choir Director:   Syndria Lowe 

Assistant Choir Director 
Heidi Betschart 

Administrative Assistant 
Kerry Schmitt 

kerry@mcdonaldpres.org 

Bookkeeper:  Connie Buydasz 
bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org 

Operations Officer:  
Tom Maxwell 

Custodial Staff 
Bob McDowell 

Shannon Gowing 

Newsletter Editor:  Kerry Schmitt 


