
 

 

Special points of interest: 

 There will be a joint Session/Deacon Leadership Team meeting 
on Sunday, February 3 beginning at 1pm 

 Soup Up Your Soul on February 4 starting at 6pm 

 Cornerstone Capital Campaign begins 
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CONGREGATIONAL UPDATE 

Our annual congregational meeting was held on 
Sunday, January 27 following our regular worship 
service.  The purpose of the meeting was two-fold. 
The first was to receive reports from our various 
Deacon Leadership teams on the successes they’ve 
accomplished throughout the past year and the 
plans each team holds to further God’s kingdom in 
the new year. The 2019 annual budget was also 
presented. 

The headliner, if you will, of the meeting was our 
Cornerstone Capital Campaign. The Steering Committee has been working hard putting together a list of 
project priorities and deadlines.  They’ve assigned members to a Design Team who will be instrumental in 
mapping out our renovations. The projects will be handled in three phases with a tentative completion date 
at the end of next year (2020). 

The exciting thing is that we will be seeing quick results on these construction projects.  First slated is 
transforming Trinity Sanctuary into a multi-purpose space; converting Calvary children’s space including 
the “Teen Room” upstairs, Calvary Parlor and Nursery upgrades; and completing Trinity’s roof.  
Amazingly, with achieving enough funding, all of these projects will be completed before the end of this 
year! 

You will be hearing more of the details of the campaign and the projects in the upcoming weeks, and can 
read more on page 6. The Session and other church leaders have prayerfully considered this capital 
campaign and each renovation project, and believe wholeheartedly that this is the direction that the Lord is 
leading MPC. It is their hope and desire that each covenant partner will embrace the suggested facility 
changes and participate in the capital campaign with giving hearts.  

The church leadership also welcomes questions and further discussion on the Cornerstone campaign and 
construction. This may have started as a vision of a few, but it will only come to fruition if we all come 
together to make it happen.  As Ephesians 4:16 tells us, “From him the whole body, joined and held together 
by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” 
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MCPRESBY NEWS  

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

“Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, 
opening to the sun above.” 

 

We began the new year with a great worship 
service centered around the basic premise that we 
want to have more joy in our lives in 2019.  This 
amazing hymn helped us to realize that the heart 
of our faith is tied up in our accepting the love of 
God as it shines down upon us in this world.  We 
admire those flowers of the field who flourish and 
display their glory by opening up to the warmth 
that feeds them.  We know that if they failed to 
open, they would fail to mature and would not produce the seed needed for them to flourish in the next 
generation.   
 
Scripture often talks about the love of God shining on us and associates that shining with the blessing of our 
Savior.  The most famous place and a key foundation of other Scriptures that speak to God’s face shining 
upon us is in the priestly blessing of Numbers 6:24-26:  
 
 

“The LORD bless you and keep you; 
the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.”  

 
 

The shining of God’s face is linked with our salvation.  Psalm 31:16 says: “Make your face shine on your 
servant; save me in your steadfast love!”  So this becomes our prayer for 2019 -  that God would shine his 
face upon us, that he would save us from troubles seen and unseen, and that together we would make an 
outsized imprint for the Kingdom of God wherever we go. 
 
As Sarah and I begin what will be our 11th year of ministry here in McDonald, we are so thankful and 
grateful for all that you have done for us and for allowing us to shape your own spiritual journey in Christ.  
We have many hopes for the year ahead, and we are looking forward to growing as a congregation.  Our 
Cornerstone Campaign will be a major part of 2019, and we are looking forward to raising the funds needed 
to secure ourselves for the next generation.  Investing in our children’s ministry will be an incredible 
opportunity to expand the great work that we are already doing in the area of Sunday School and Children’s 
Ministry in general.  Handling maintenance needs and opening up Trinity Center for ministry and mission 
will be milestones that will ensure our relevance and our strength for decades to come. 
 
God’s Word is the light that shines in each of us. All we need to do in 2019 is to trust him openly.  Be that 
flower that opens up in rays of sunshine and tracks with the Father all that he has prepared for us.   
 
May the face of God shine upon you in a special way that brings amazing joy in 2019! 
 
Rev. Justin 
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Thank you very much to the amazing Sunday School 

teachers:  
 

Karin Muñoz, Michelle Unruh, Mary Bennett,  

Jamie Slack, Heather Weiler and Dana Martin.   
 
 

 
 We are looking for a helper in each room to come shadow the teachers.  Please pray for four more 
teachers.  Please reach out to Karin Muñoz if you would like to be added to the list. Her  email address is 

karin@mcdonaldpres.org. 
 

 
 Children’s Church has 12 volunteers that we are very thankful for.  We have begun our hands-on 
curriculum with the VBS atmosphere.  We are implementing a new check-in and check-out process for 
Children’s Church.  All parents are to sign their child in at the Welcome Table.  The parent will receive a 
badge matching your child. Following service you will take the badge and pick up your child downstairs in 
the Children’s Church room.  Please join us in praying for a consistent 15 children each week.    If you have 
any questions, please contact Karen Goss by email - karengoss@mcdonaldpres.org. 
 
 

Vacation Bible School will be June 24 to June 28 this year. We have already begun planning.  A 
volunteer meeting will be held in March. You are required to have PA clearances to work with the children 
at VBS.    If you have any questions, please reach out to Karin Muñoz (karin@mcdonaldpres.org). 

 
 
ReNew Student Ministries have started the New Year with learning about Forgiveness. The children 

will be having a fun night competing in a “Nailed It” baking competition on February 6.  Youth will be on 
teams competing against each other to make the best cake. We will have three adult judges to score the 
competition. Invite some friends or children you know to join this amazing group of kids every Wednesday 
from 6:00 to 7:30 PM.  Please join with us in praying for a consistent attendance of 15 by April.  

 
We will be holding our annual Spaghetti Dinner March 2 from 4:00 to 7:00 PM.  Funds raised will 

be put into the Cornerstone Capital Campaign. Come out and support us as the youth help serve.     
 

 

Upcoming March Events:  
 

           March 2 ~ Spaghetti Dinner ~ 4-7 PM 
        Proceeds will benefit the Cornerstone Capital 

Campaign 
 
 

 March 3 ~ PSC Jumps at Flight Bridgeville ~ 6-8 PM 

mailto:Karengoss@mcdonaldpres.org


 

 

  

Last November, MPC packed 653 shoeboxes at our packing 
party, and as a church we sent a total of 707! 

 

Please continue to pray for all the children who will receive a shoebox 
gift this year. Our boxes were sent to Colombia. 

 

 

This is the 2019 donation schedule we hope to follow - but ANY GIFT at ANY TIME, is appreciated!  
Keep an eye out for good deals. We would love to pack 700 boxes this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

** Ida Galacic has generously offered to crochet her signature floppy caps again! They add a very special 
personal touch to each shoebox. If you would like to donate 4-ply yarn (any color ) for  this project, please 

see Ida or Michelle.  Thanks so much! ** 

 

Donations may be placed in the green bin in Calvary Parlor. Any questions, please feel free to contact 
Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143). 
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February Washcloths 

March Bars of Soap 

April Small Stuffed Animals 

May Flip Flops 

June Flip Flops and Bars of Soap 

July Flip Flops and Small Stuff Animals 

August AND September School Supplies: notebooks, coloring books, pencils, 
erasers, crayons 

October To Be Determined 

All Year Plastic Shoeboxes 

Extra Christmas Cards 

Monetary Donations to defray the cost of shipping 
($9/box) 
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We are pleased to announce that an additional 
option for contributing to McDonald Presbyterian 

Church is now available.  Online giving has been a 
huge success at many churches because it helps us 
to give more consistently over the course of the 

year.  Sometimes with managing kids, schedules 
and our weekly budget, bringing our tithe to church 
does not happen as consistently as we would like.  

With scheduled contributions, you can feel good 
that what you have planned to do for the Lord 
through your giving will consistently happen.  

Giving can be completed by bank transfer or by 
credit card depending on your preference.   Our 
website is www.mcdonaldpres.org and a “Give 
Now” tab is located on the top menu bar.  If you 

have any questions, contact the church office. 

“SOUP UP YOUR SOUL” - 
FEBRUARY 4 

Please consider joining us on Monday evening, 
February 4 at 6pm in Trinity Fellowship Hall for 
our next soup and ministry night hosted by our 
Deacon Care Team. These monthly events have 
been growing in attendance and the response of 
those who attend has been very positive. There 
are two parts to this new ministry project. The 
first is eating wonderful soup together and the 
second is hearing a devotional and then sharing it 
with someone else. Anyone is welcome to attend 
this event. Our hope is that you will take the 
message and share it later this month with 
someone who needs to be encouraged. We are 
excited about the ministry possibilities 
represented in this project, and we hope that you 
will step out in faith and join us. Contact Gerry 
Rossi, Lucy Hawk, or Shirl Krenn for more 
information and to RSVP. 

MCDONALD FOOD BANK 

The McDonald Food Bank is requesting 
donations of  soup for the month of February.  
Items can be dropped off in Calvary Parlor. 

Please contact Ed Nalesnick with any questions.  
Thank you for helping to feed those in need. 

SAVE THE DATE(S) - 2019 
SUMMER SERVICE WEEK 

This year’s Summer Service Week will be held 
during July 22 - 27. The exact work days will be 
determined based on the number of homes/ 
projects.  More details to follow. 

PAINT, PRAY AND PONDER ~ February 23, 1-3pm 
 
You have heard about these painting events for various occasions, so we are hosting one to support the  
capital campaign.  Our very own resident artist, Jim Brockman, will guide us as we paint a beautiful picture 
for the season.  We can't give you all the details regarding what the picture will be and what medium it will 
be painted on as it would spoil the surprise, but it will be special. When completed, it will be ready for you 
to take home and hang!  Don't worry if you do not have any artistic talents - none are needed!  
 
It will be a fun time of painting, praying and fellowship! On Saturday, February 23, 2019, come out and 
join us for this very special event. Bring a friend. Paint, Pray and Ponder will be held from 1-3 PM and the 
cost will be $35.00. Stay tuned for location (either Trinity or Calvary Fellowship Hall).  
 
Please RSVP to Lynn Brockman by February 13, 2019 at 412-720-2821 or lynnabrockman@gmail.com. 

http://www.mcdonaldpres.org
mailto:lynnabrockman@gmail.com


 

 

THANK YOU 

To the members of McDonald Presbyterian Church: 

My heartfelt thanks to you all for the lovely poinsettia and the many cards and visits to my 
home in Hawthorne Woods. 

        ~ Peggy Hughey 
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Cornerstone Capital Campaign 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

This year is going to be a great season of growing and worshiping together in the spirit of our Lord Jesus.  
Our Cornerstone Campaign contains both essential maintenance and much needed renovations of our 
existing spaces so that we can expand all of our children's and adult ministries.   

Our Children's Ministry department is already designing programming based on the planned renovations in 
Calvary Fellowship Hall and our parents are becoming excited about the possibilities.  These upgrades will 
multiply the positive impact that our buildings have on our ministry with improvements that will last for 
decades.  In addition to transforming Calvary Fellowship into a fun and engaging children's area, new and 
clean lower level restrooms and spaces in Trinity Center will help us to host fabulous ministry events and 
ongoing programs.  Improvements to the Calvary Parlor will support our worship services and allow for 
groups to meet there for fellowship.  The completion of the roof project at Trinity will be a major relief to 
everyone.  The project in total will eliminate redundancy in our spaces and will create new opportunities for 
ministry.  

The outlined construction phases of the Cornerstone Campaign are not yet cast in stone (no pun intended). 
Many factors go into implementing and finalizing the various projects. This list is meant to set priorities and 
give the congregation an understanding of the financial commitment needed to complete each phase. 

Phase 1 (original estimated cost of $95,000 total) will focus on Calvary children’s spaces with the hopes of 
having all renovations completed by the start of the new Sunday School year. Also, converting the Trinity 
Sanctuary to a multi-purpose space is a high priority. The handicap ramp direction will be changed, a sound 
booth will be built, AV equipment will be purchased and installed, protective plexiglass will cover the 
stained glass windows and tables/chairs will be purchased. Do not be disheartened by the removal of the 
pews. Everyone involved in this project understands the deep meaning Trinity Sanctuary holds for many of 
our covenant partners, and they will be respectful of that.  

Phase 2 (original estimated cost of $76,000 total) will concentrate on improving Trinity Fellowship Hall, 
Kitchen and Game Room areas. There will be new flooring, restroom remodeling, game room tile, and 
kitchen improvements.  These projects are estimated to be completed by Spring 2020. 

Phase 3 (original estimated cost of $79,000 total) will add some finishing touches to both Trinity and 
Calvary. A caterer’s kitchen and storage area will be created in the Trinity Sanctuary area. Also, a handicap 
restroom will be added to that level of Trinity and the existing restroom will be remodeled. The Calvary 
Pastor’s Study will undergo some improvements, the Calvary Sanctuary ceiling will be plastered and the 
roof will be maintained.  This phase of projects is estimated to be completed by the end of 2020. 

Phase 4 (the “if there’s enough time and money” Phase) will focus on electrical/HVAC upgrades at Trinity 
at an estimated cost of $35,000. 

You will be hearing more about the exact details of the campaign very soon as we have set aside March as 
our month of invitation and discernment regarding what we might be able to contribute and accomplish 
together.  Of course we always need help.  If you are interested in helping with design, construction, prayer, 
or management of the campaign, please contact the church office.  
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Worship Assistant Schedule 

 February 3 February 10 February 17 February 24 

GREETERS 

Deb & Gary 
McGinnis 

Nancy & Rhonda 
Lauff 

Becky & Jim  
Gladden Lana & Ed Gilbert 

ACOLYTES 

Kirsten Muñoz & 

DJ Slovick 
Julie Bennett &  
Logan Slovick 

Emma Ware & 
Tom Gilbert 

Katie Nemec &    
Tony Marin 

LAY  
LEADERS Peggy Samarin Shirley Esposito Patty Doane Mike Jewell 

YOUNG  
DISCIPLES Linda Matchett Sarah Amsler Michelle Unruh Peggy Samarin 

HOSPITALITY Dana & Tim Motte 
Mary Lou Cooper & 

Carol McCarty Syndria Lowe 
Betty Ryan & Alice 

Todorowski 

CHILDREN’S 
CHURCH Karen Goss 

Karen Goss &    
Patty Doane 

Karen Goss & 
Melanie Diamond 

Karen Goss &    
Brenda Cischke 

  Thursday, February 7  Youth Choir  6:30pm 
       Praise Team  7:10pm 
       Adult Choir  7:30pm 
 
  Thursday, February 14  Bell Choir  6:00pm 
       Praise Team  7:10pm 
       Adult Choir  7:30pm 
 
  Thursday, February 21  Youth Choir  6:30pm 
       Praise Team  7:10pm 
       Adult Choir  7:30pm 
 
  Thursday, February 28  Bell Choir  6:00pm 
       Praise Team  7:10pm 
       Adult Choir  7:30pm   

February Communion Servers: 
Patty Doane, Ed Gilbert, Jim Martin, Ed Nalesnick, Joan Pryor, Nancy Turk 

Choir Rehearsal Schedule 
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Joys and Concerns 

   Mrs. Sylvia Cimarolli 

        Miss Julie Hanczar 

     Ms. Laurain Lacotte 

                Mrs. Dorothy Penberthy 

 Larry Doak, H. John Heinz III Progressive Center  

  Peggy Hughey, Hawthorne Woods 

     Mary Ann Johnen, Presbyter ian Senior  Care 

  Laurain Lacotte, Vanadium Woods 

        Jack Penderville, Mt. Vernon of South Park  

          Rosemarie Rocher, Country Meadows of South Hills 

      Connie Walker, Helen Purcell Home 

MCPRESBY NEWS  

 

 

   

  Asher  Martin  2/1  Hailey Bair   2/14 

  Olivia Frazier  2/2  Kimberly Muñoz  2/14 

  Gene Cimarolli 2/6  Brandon Bennett  2/15 

  Lainey Esposito 2/7  Debby Penberthy  2/15 

  Katie Nation-Cirocco 2/7  Joy Penderville  2/15 

  Jace Foriska  2/8  Mike Jewell   2/21 

  Matt Frazier  2/10  Lacie Walker   2/21 

  Peggy Hughey  2/10  Mark Slack   2/22 

  Betty Ryan  2/11  Christopher Gladden  2/27 

  Zoe Unruh  2/12  Justin Amsler   2/28 

       Ethan Goodwin  2/29 

 

 

 

  Tammy & Robert McDowell 2/6 

  Peggy & Frank Samarin 2/11 

  Debbie & Rex Keslar  2/17 
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WEEKLY EVENTS 

 
 SUNDAYS    Sunday School  (9:30am) 
    Worship (10:45am) 

 

 MONDAYS  Girl Scouts (4th & 25th) 

  

 TUESDAYS  Boy Scouts  

    
 WEDNESDAYS reNEW (6pm) 

 
 THURSDAYS Choir (See Page 7) 

 
 FRIDAYS  AA (Trinity Center) 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

 
    February 3  Communion 

    February 4  Soup Up Your Soul (6pm) 

    February 5  Dartball 

    February 5 & 19 Paulin Bible Study (6pm) 

    February 11  Session Meeting (6:30pm) 

    February 11 & 25 Lunch Ladies Bible Study (noon) 

    February 15  Newsletter Deadline  

    February 19  Deacon Leadership Team Meeting (9am) 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 
     February 3  Joint Session/Deacon Leadership Team Meeting (1pm) 

February 2019 



 

 

McDonald Presbyterian Church is a mid-sized congregation located in 

McDonald, PA that exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  Our worship, service and outreach are all focused on helping others 

experience the love of God and the joy that comes from knowing Him.  We 

love what we do and who we are when we come together as a community of 

God’s people.  Our door is always open, and we look forward to meeting 

you and welcoming you into our fellowship.  

Worship Site: 
202 West Lincoln Avenue 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Office Location: 
119 Station Street 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Phone:  (724) 926-8561 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 

McDONALD 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH  

Pastor 
Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 
(724) 699-0157 

Administrative Assistant 
Malisa Silassy 

malisa@mcdonaldpres.org 

Operations Officer 
Tom Maxwell 

Bookkeeper:  Connie Buydasz 
bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org 

Children’s Ministries Staff 
Karen Goss 

karengoss@mcdonaldpres.org 
 Karin Muñoz 

karin@mcdonaldpres.org 

Choir Director 
  Syndria Lowe 

Assistant Choir Director 
Heidi Betschart 

Custodial Staff 
Pat Powell  

Bob McDowell 

Newsletter Editor:  Patty Doane 
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GET CONNECTED ... BE ENGAGED 

 

 

WORSHIP  

Sundays @ 10:45 a.m. Calvary Center  

 

DISCOVER 

Join a Community Life Group 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

Stay after worship to connect with old friends and meet new ones 

 

ACT 

Attend the Soup Up Your Soul event 

Contribute to the Cornerstone Capital Campaign 


