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Lenten Series begins 

Once again, MPC will host the kick-off service of the Lenten Series. The 10:00am 
Ash Wednesday Service will be held in Trinity Center Fellowship Hall.  The service 
will include communion and the imposition of ashes.  A guest speaker will deliver the 
Lenten meditation. Following the service, a continental breakfast will be served. Ash 
Wednesday falls on Valentine’s Day this year. How fitting that the day we begin a 
season of spiritual preparation is also the day we celebrate love. “For God so loved 

the world that He gave His only begotten Son…” May your time of preparation this Lenten season focus on the grace and 
love of God.  A full schedule of the Community Lenten Services can be found on page 3. 

CONGREGATIONAL UPDATE 

Our annual Congregational Meeting was held on Sunday, January 21 following our 
regular worship service. The purpose of this meeting was to amend our By-Laws and 
elect new Session members.  The modifications to the By-Laws mainly focused on 
changing the number of ruling Elders from 12 to 6 and also redefining the roles of 
Session members and Deacons within our new church government structure.  All By-
Law changes were accepted, and all nominated Session members were elected. The 
Session Class of 2020 includes Connie Buydasz, Ed Nalesnick, and one vacancy. The 
Session Class of 2022 includes Brian Kocian, Patty Doane and Nancy Turk. The infor-
mation that was handed out at the meeting contains annual reports of various 

committees, church budgetary information, and the By-Law changes.  If you did not have an opportunity to attend the 
meeting, please be sure to read over the materials.  Great things are happening at MPC! Copies can be found either in 
Calvary Parlor (while supplies last) or from the Church Office.  The following Sunday, January 28, a service of 
installation/ordination was held for the new Session and the Deacon Leadership Team, which is comprised of: Traci 
Batchelder, Mary Bennett, Janet Crawford, Debbie Elicker, Lucy Hawk, Tina Kocian, Shirl Krenn, Syndria Lowe, Tom 
Maxwell, Dana Motte, Karin Muñoz, Gerry Rossi and Michelle Unruh. 

NEW CHURCH WEBSITE 

If you haven’t checked out the MPC website lately, make a point to do so 
(mcdonaldpres.org).  Pastor Justin and Malisa Silassy have tapped into their 
creativity and the result is remarkable. (By the way, they both credit the 
other!) The site is aesthetically pleasing, easy to navigate, and contains 
meaningful content.  If you’re looking for a subtle way to make disciples and 
promote MPC, suggest to someone that they check out our website.   
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Year End Report 2017 

 

Dear McDonald Presbyterian Church Family, 

Thank you for all of your joyful and generous service to our Lord Jesus Christ through the 
past year.  Our congregation is blessed with so many wonderful people and your love really shows!  
Once again Sarah and I would like to express our sincere gratitude for each and every one of you and 
for how much love and kindness you show to us and to our children.  The most important thing to us is 
that our children have a true Christian family to grow up in, and our kids certainly have that here. 

As we enter into 2018, it is good to acknowledge that the Lord enabled us to meet our budget 
perfectly in 2017.  Income totaled 100.4% of budget with contributions totaling 100.1% of budget.  
Expenses also were under budget.  That is what I like to call "God showing off!"  Clear reminders like 
this confirm to us that we are walking in the right direction and that we should be confident for our 
future.  Our consultation team challenged us to do more than we thought possible, and we are well on 
our way to accomplishing the goals that they set out for us.   

One of the sad notes from 2017 is the number of great members of our Church and our community 
whom God called home this year.  We are in a season of good-byes and even as I write this letter I 
received another call that Dorothy Roths is entering her final days and that I should come and visit her 
one last time.  We serve an amazing God, and we celebrate all of the people that he gave us to love and 
to be loved by that we have lost in the last months.  We know that we will see them again and that they 
are in heaven now cheering for us and praying for our success in advancing the Kingdom of God. 

With that being said, it is all the more reason 
to position ourselves as a church to be ready to 
receive new members and to welcome all 
those whom our Lord Jesus will call to be a 
part of our family. 

Grace and Peace in our Lord Jesus Christ and 
may his love and abundance fill you and yours 
to overflowing in 2018. 

 In His Service, 

 

 Rev. Justin Amsler     
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MAMA 2018 LENTEN SERIES SCHEDULE 

     This Easter season we invite you to participate in this special community worship series. Many of our churches will 
sponsor a service followed by refreshments and fellowship time. Offerings collected at each service will be used by the 
Ministerial Association to support local charities and families. Service times are 7:30pm unless otherwise noted.  The 
theme of this year’s series is “Purposeful Travel.”  

 

  

 

 

 

  Wednesday, February 14       Host Church: McDonald Presbyterian Church 
  (10:00 a.m.)   Message: He Set His Face - Rev. Brian Kilbert 
 
 
  Wednesday, February 14 Host Church: Burgettstown Pres (Nicholas Street, Slovan) 
      Message:  A Word to the Weeping -  Rev. Dan Peternel 
 
 
  Wednesday, February 21 Host Church: Venice Presbyterian Church 
      Message: Condensed Commandments - Rev. Cindy Isler  
 
 
  Wednesday, February 28 Host Church: Midway United Methodist Church 
      Message: Come to Save the World - Rev. Cathy Peternel 
 
 
  Wednesday, March 7  Host Church: Center Presbyterian Church (Midway) 
      Message: Worthy of Praise - Rev. David Lawrence 
 
 
  Wednesday, March 14 Host Church: Robinson Presbyterian Church (Bulger) 
      Message: Woes unto Jerusalem - Pastor Joyce Moten 
 
 
  Wednesday, March 21 Host Church: McDonald Bible Methodist Church 
      Message: Scriptures Fulfilled - Rev. Daniel Page 
 
   
  Friday, March 30 (noon) Host Church: Irons Memorial Presbyterian 
      Message: Rev. Charlie Puff 
 
 
  Friday, March 30  Host Church: First Baptist Church (McDonald) 
      Message: It Is Finished - Rev. Dave Hamer 
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MINISTRY UPDATES 

    
 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD UPDATE  

 
Last November, MPC packed 596 shoeboxes at our packing party and, as a church we sent 
a total of 661!  We are blessed to already have all our pencils and pencil cases and some 
shipping donations for this year. 

 
Please continue to pray for all Operation Christmas Child volunteers and, most importantly, for the 
children who will receive a shoebox gift this year. 

 
This is the donation schedule we hope to follow - but ANY GIFT at ANY TIME is appreciated! 

Keep an eye out for good deals! We would love to pack 600+ shoeboxes this year at our packing party. 

  February:   bars of soap  

  March:              washcloths 

  April:    small toys and small stuffed animals 

  May:    flip flops 

  June:    flip flops and bars of soap 

 July:    flip flops and small stuffed animals 

 August AND September: notebooks/coloring books/erasers/sharpeners/crayons 

  October:    TO BE DETERMINED 

 
 
 All year:   plastic shoeboxes 

  extra Christmas cards  
  monetary donations to defray the cost of shipping ($9/box) 

 

 

Any questions, please feel free to contact Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143). 

    

 

Ida Galicic has generously offered to crochet her signature floppy caps again! 

They add a very special personal touch to each shoebox. 

If you would like to donate 4-ply yarn (any color) for this project please see 
Ida or Michelle.  Thanks so much! 
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2017 McFall Fest Missions Distributions Update 

Session approved the following allocation of the 2017 McFall Fest proceeds at its December 2017 meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    *    to be used for 2018 mission projects and to be spent prior to 2018 McFall Fest 

    **   this $1500.00 is in addition to the 2017 budget line and will complete our 3-year  
    pledge one year early 

 
As we pray, plan, and prepare for McFall Fest 2018, we will do so with one goal in mind:  to raise funds which 

will further the Kingdom and make disciples for Jesus Christ in our local community, in our nation, and around 

the world.  It is our prayer that the Lord will continue to bless our efforts as we work together toward this 

common goal. 

MINISTRY UPDATES (CONTINUED) 

New Hope City Center $1700.00 

Mission Reserve * $1683.96 

Pine Springs Camp 

    Faith for the Future Capital Campaign  ** 

  
$1500.00 

Operation Christmas Child (shipping) $1300.00 

VBS 2018 $1250.00 

Summer Service Week 2018 $1000.00 

Roths Family/CRU $  950.00 

reNew Student Ministries $  550.00 

Heartline Ministries - Haiti $  500.00 

Jack Roths (2018) Mission Trip $  350.00 

    

Total McFall Fest Profits $10,783.96 

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

Our recruiting methods are changing for filling volunteer slots on Sunday mornings.  It is our hope that a more 
personal, direct approach will allow more opportunity for everyone to be connected and get involved.  We are 
moving away from doing the Service Fair and allowing folks to volunteer directly with each Deacon Leadership area 
coordinator.  Following are the scheduled volunteers for February: 

DATE  ACOLYTES  LAY LEADER  YOUNG DISCIPLES   CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

February 4 Megan Esposito  Patty Doane  Syndria Lowe   Volunteer Needed 
  & Emma Russi 

February 11 Zoe Unruh &  Molly Maxwell  Alexis Batchelder  Karin Muñoz 
  Lilli Batchelder     & Abbey Weiler 

February 18 Luke Gladden &  Debbie Elicker  Cliff Elicker   Adriane Ware 
  Kimberly Muñoz 

February 25 Julia Amsler &  Marah Slack  Brian Kocian   Sarah Amsler 
  Volunteer Needed 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE   

In January Pastor Justin gave communion training to Lexi Batchelder, Lilli 
Batchelder, Bella Bianchini & Noelle Bair.  Please join us in service on 
February 4 when these beautiful ladies will be recognized in worship as 
ones who have been trained in the meaning of the sacrament and will now 
be joining us in taking it regularly. 
  
January brought us a visitor from our favorite summer camp: Pine Springs Camp.  Mark your calendar for July 15 to 
July 20, 2018 when Pastor Justin will join our MPC kids for a week of worship, learning, camping and fun!  MPC 
offers scholarships to our children during this week.  Contact Karin Muñoz for all the details.  There is another fun 
week at Pine Springs Camp when the whole family can attend: July 1 – 4.  No scholarships are available during family 
camp, but for only $800 your entire family receives food, boarding, worship and adult time!  Make your family camp 
reservations now before it is all full! 
  
Children’s Ministry is getting ready to take off our winter coats and put on our beach wear because we will all soon be 
SHIPWRECKED on a deserted island where only Jesus can save us!  Come see what the McDonald community kids 
will experience this summer during our VBS Kick off Sunday, February 11. 
  
Children’s church started a new curriculum in January.  The kids are learning all the names of the books in the 
Bible.  Ask your child how many total books are in the Bible and how many books are in the New Testament.  Do you 
know how many? 
  
Easter and Palm Sunday are just around the corner.  Bring your children to 9:30 am Sunday School in Trinity for our 
annual Palm Sunday Stations.  We have a Bible story, pretzel making, egg hunt and photo opportunities.  Volunteers 
are always needed on this special Sunday.  Contact Karin Muñoz to volunteer. 
  
Mark your calendars:   February 4   First Communion 
     February 11   VBS Kick Off 

MINISTRY UPDATES (CONTINUED) 

2018 VBS T-SHIRT DESIGN CONTEST 

For the first time, MPC will be designing our own VBS T-shirts.  We are 
opening this up to all who want to participate - a long-time member or a 
first-time visitor, no prerequisite required!  The theme is “Shipwrecked.” 
We will venture onto an uncharted island where kids survive and thrive. 
VBS will anchor kids in the truth that Jesus carries them through life’s 
storms.  Logos are available on our website (mcdonaldpres.org).  The 
winner of the T-shirt Design Contest will win: reserved seating at all 2018 
VBS events, a free T-shirt, and a CD with “Shipwrecked” music!  The T-
shirts will be evaluated and a winner picked by the VBS T-Shirt Team 
(applications now being accepted).  Tips to win the contest:  include our 
church’s name and content, and have variations for Staff, Crew Leader and 
Crew member. 
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McDonald Presbyterian Church: Youth Summer Camping Program 2018 

Pine Springs Camp, Jennerstown Pa     

www.pinesprings.org 

 

McDonald Presbyterian Church is committed to sending all of our young people to summer camp who would like to 
attend.  Church Camp is not something that only “outdoorsy” kids do.  It is something that we believe is a powerful 
spiritual formation experience.  As we participate in church ministries and programs throughout the year, our time is 
generally broken into blocks limited to several hours that allow us to worship God and be with other Christians.  At 
camp, our students experience a full week of worship, study, play, and relationship building that leads to a great week 
of spiritual growth that is fun and energizing.  Every student who attends from McDonald Presbyterian Church and 
registers by the deadline will receive a $150.00 scholarship toward the cost of camp.  The price of camp reflects the 
very high quality of program that our students receive and a very low counselor to camper ratio.   

 

Details:  McDonald Presbyterian will be attending Pine Springs Camp Week 6: July 15-20 

We have chosen a week where all of our students who have completed the 3rd grade or higher 
will be able to attend camp together.  This week of the summer there are traditional camps offered for 
students who have completed the 3rd grade to the completion of their Senior year.  Pastor Justin is serving as 
the Volunteer Director for a camp called Adventure Exploration, July 15-20.  This camp is open to all 
students who have completed grades 3-5.    Students who have finished grades 6-8 will attend the Adventure 
Journey or Adventure Wet-N-Wild Camp and students who have completed grades 9-12 will attend the 
Adventure Expedition Camp.  Students who attend any of the other camps that week will see Pastor Justin at 
meals and other times around camp.  All traditional camps run from Sunday afternoon through Friday evening 
and have a cost of $430.00 before our church scholarship. 

MPC Registration Deadline:  Pine Springs does not have a registration deadline date but our church has a 
scholarship deadline of Sunday, May 27.   For those students who do not complete a registration form and 
pay the $75.00 deposit to PSC by this date, the church scholarship will be reduced from $150.00 to $125.00.   
Pine Springs offers an early bird discount of $15 if your registration is postmarked by March 19. 

Registration Procedure:  Registration for camp is something that happens directly between the student’s 
parent or guardian and Pine Springs.  Registration forms and initial payment should be mailed directly to the 
camp.  When this happens, contact the church office (Karin@mcdonaldpres.org) and notify us of the details: 
child’s name, child’s grade completed and week of camp attending.  Many of our parents register their 
children on line and forward us their confirmation email, which works very well.  In early June a check will 
be sent out from our church to pay for the MPC Scholarship portion of all those students who have registered.   

Other Weeks at Pine Springs: Can’t attend our week?  PSC offers camps all summer long.  The same 
scholarship guidelines apply for students attending from our congregation.  Students attending one of the 
short weeks (3 days) will receive a prorated scholarship of $90.  Same registration procedure applies.  

Additional Scholarships: We do not want finances to stop a child from attending camp.  If some additional 
funds are needed, please contact Pastor Justin or Karin Muñoz.   

 

Thank you for your interest in and support of Pine Springs Camp.  It is a great opportunity for your children and the 

nearly 1,000 campers who attend each year.  Pick up a color brochure for the 2018 camping season today!  

MINISTRY UPDATES (CONTINUED) 

http://www.pinesprings.org
mailto:Karin@mcdonaldpres.org


McDonald Food Bank 

 
McDonald Food Bank requests donations of soup and 

crackers during the month of February. 

Donations are collected in the Calvary Center Parlor.   

Please see Ed Nalesnick if you have any questions.   
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Have you been attending McDonald Presbyterian Church and feel at 
home here? Would you like to become more connected to our con-
gregation? We will be having Pizza with the Pastor on Sunday, 
February 11 following our service. Pizza with the Pastor is a very 

informal time to ask questions and get to know some of the MPC family. Please join us for this fun time. You can 
contact the church office at (724) 926-8561 for more information. 

Save the Date! We will be 
hosting a Coffee House on 
February 17 from 4-7pm in 
the parlor area of Trinity 
Center. Come enjoy won-
derful refreshments, great 

music, and time with your church friends and fami-
ly. Watch for more details in the coming weeks. 

 February 1 6:00pm Bells 
   7:10pm Praise Team 
   7:30pm Adult Choir 
 
 February 8 7:10pm Praise Team 
   7:30pm Adult Choir 
 
 February 15 6:00pm Bells 
   7:10pm Praise Team 
   7:30pm Adult Choir 
 
 February 22 7:10pm Praise Team 
   7:30pm Adult Choir 

MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE TRIP 

MPC is considering taking an all church trip to visit the 
new Museum of the Bible in Washington, DC. We are 
looking at an early morning departure on Friday, April 
20 with return on Saturday evening, April 21. If you 
are interested in this trip, please attend an informa-
tional meeting after worship on Sunday, February 4 in 
the New Beginnings Room. 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

The deadline for submission of newsletter articles will now be the 15th of each month.  Please email information to 
Patty Doane (doane.patty@yahoo.com) and to Malisa Silassy in the Church Office (malisa@mcdonaldpres.org). 

Not sure what to do with your newsletter once you’ve read it?  Consider passing it along to friends, acquaintances, co-
workers, or anyone whom you think might be interested in learning more about MPC and, more importantly, about 
Jesus. 
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Dear Reverend Justin Amsler and  Congregation, 

You are so kind! Thank you for your recent donation to Heartline Ministries. Your faithful support continues to provide 
families in Haiti with maternal healthcare, education and vital, lifechanging support to break the cycle of poverty and give 
these families hope for their future. We are so grateful for all of you! 

     With gratitude and love, 

     Heartline Ministries - Haiti 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you so much for your kindness to us as we transition to the USA part time due to John’s health. We appreciate your 
church so much. 

   In Christ, 

   John & Beth McHoul 

McDonald Church Members, 

Thank you for  your generous contribution of food for December distribution. Needy families were very grateful. 

I know it was a lot of work to buy and deliver all the food. 

       McDonald Area Food Bank 

The Ganchuk, Slovick and McDowell families would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to their church family for the love 
and support in the time surrounding the passing of Evelyn Ganchuk. All of the cards, kind words, visits, meals and prayers 
were very much appreciated. 

Stu Supinski and his family would like to thank his church family for their prayers, concern, visits, cards and care during 
his recent illness. 

      God bless you. 



 

Mrs. Sylvia Cimarrolli 
Miss Julie Hanczar   

Ms. Debby Penberthy 
Mrs. Dorothy Penberthy   

 
Larry Doak, H John Heinz III Progressive Center 

Mary Ann Johnen, Presbyterian Senior Care 
Rosemarie Rocher, Country Meadows of South Hills 

Connie Walker, Helen Purcell Home 
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FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS 

 

Asher  Martin  2/1  Hailey Bair   2/14 

Olivia Frazier  2/2  Kimberly Muñoz  2/14 

Gene Cimarolli  2/6  Brandon Bennett  2/15 

Lainey Esposito  2/7  Debby Penberthy  2/15 

Katie Nation-Cirocco 2/7  Joy Penderville   2/15 

Jace Foriska  2/8  Mike Jewell   2/21 

Matt Frazier  2/10  Lacie Walker   2/21 

Peggy Hughey  2/10  Mark Slack   2/22 

Betty Ryan  2/11  Christopher Gladden  2/27 

Zoe Unruh  2/12  Justin Amsler   2/28 

     Ethan Goodwin   2/29 

 

 

 

 

 Tammy & Robert McDowell 2/6 

 Peggy & Frank Samarin  2/11 

 Debbie & Rex Keslar  2/17 
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FEBRUARY 2018 WEEKLY EVENTS 
 

SUNDAYS    9:30am Sunday School 
   10:45am Worship 
   6:00pm reNEW 

TUESDAYS  Children’s/Youth Choir  
    

WEDNESDAYS Girl Scouts 

THURSDAYS  Choir (See Schedule page 8) 

FRIDAYS  AA Trinity Center 

    
SPECIAL EVENTS 

 
  February 11  VBS Kickoff  
     Pizza with the Pastor 

  February 14  10am Ash Wednesday Service @ Trinity 
     7:30pm Lenten Service * 

  February 17  Coffee House (4-7pm @ Trinity) 

  February 21  7:30pm Lenten Service * 

  February 28  7:30pm Lenten Service * 

     * See page 3 for Lenten Series Schedule  

MONTHLY EVENTS 
 

February 1 & 15 Paulin Bible Study (6pm) 

February 4  Communion 

February 6 & 20 Deacon Leadership Meeting (9am) 

February 12  Session Meeting (6:30pm) 

February 15  Newsletter Deadline 

February 26  Care & Visitation Meeting (7pm) 
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Operations Officer ~ Tom Maxwell 

Bookkeeper ~ Connie Buydasz 

bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org 

Director of Children’s Ministries ~ 

Karin Muñoz 

karin@mcdonaldpres.org 

Choir Director ~ Syndria Lowe 

Assistant Choir Director ~ 
Heidi Adomshick 

Organist ~ Donna Klimas 

Custodial Staff ~ 

Pat Powell ~ Supervisor 

Lisa Schmidt 

Newsletter Editor ~ Patty Doane 

  
 

  
 
February 4  Communion 
 
February 11  Pizza with the Pastor 
 
February 14  Ash Wednesday 
 
February 17  Trinity Parlor Coffee House 
 
March 4  Communion 
 
March 11  Daylight Savings-Spring Ahead 
   Summer Service Week Kickoff 
 
March 25  Palm Sunday 
 
March 29  Maundy Thursday 
 
March 30  Good Friday 
   Prayer Vigil 

 

Pastor ~ Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 

(724) 699-0157 

Administrative Assistant ~  
Malisa Silassy 

malisa@mcdonaldpres.org 

Office Hours 
Monday ~ Thursday 

8:00 a.m. ~ 2:00 p.m. 


