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THE GREATEST GIFT 

 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be upon his shoulders. And 
he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) What 
powerful words Isaiah used to foretell the greatest gift we would ever be bestowed. For us, to us, a son is 
given.  

During Advent we often hear that we are “preparing the way.”  Traditionally, Advent is a time to reflect and 
affirm, to discover faith through searching our minds and hearts.  It is a time to explore what Christmas 
means to us personally and to discover the greatest gifts we can give to others. More than ever, we need to 
give the gifts of hope, peace, love, and joy. 

As we enter the joyous season of Advent, it is our hope that you 
will join us each week during worship (in person or online) as we 
prepare ourselves to receive the coming of our Savior. In addition 
to our weekly worship services, we will hold one candlelight 
Christmas Eve service at 8pm. Candles will be available for pickup 
on the Calvary Center porch starting Sunday, December 20. We 
hope that this will give your worship-at-home experience a deeper 
significance by bringing the light and peace of Christ into your 
home. 

Regretfully, due to the pandemic, we will not be enjoying our traditional Christmas luncheon; however, we 
are planning a Gift of Music evening. Details are still taking shape, so stay tuned. 

Lastly, if you are in need of some renewed Christmas joy this Advent season, consider reading the book of 
Luke. The word “joy” and related words such as “rejoice” and “praise” appear more frequently in Luke than 
any other Gospel. Also, in many ways, Luke is the Gospel of compassion – emphasizing the Lord’s 
sympathy for the brokenhearted, the sick, the mistreated and the bereaved. Conditions we have all felt these 
last several months. There are 24 chapters to Luke. Starting on December 1, read a chapter each day and by 
Christmas Eve you will have finished the book and discovered the life of Jesus and his gift of salvation to 
the world. 

During this Advent season, may the path to your heart be cleared so you may be filled with the hope, peace, 
joy, love and light of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
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A QUIET CHRISTMAS  

And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. 
And the favor of God was upon him. Luke 2:39-40 

 

Most of the world is embarking on a highly modified celebration of Christ’s birth.  Large and crowded 
churches will witness sparsely seated worshipers in large spaces.  For many, attending a Christmas Eve 
Service will be replaced with sitting on the couch while participating in a live stream presentation.     

Surely these needed adjustments are not all bad.  What we have witnessed is that those who gather to 
worship our Lord and Savior are committed to doing so.  People are not backing away from their faith 
and are making space for worship and service, especially in these challenging times.     

This time at home should remind us of the simple way in which Jesus was brought up in the faith.  He 
was given the gift of time at home with his parents and ample time to read the Scriptures and engage 
with them without fanfare or an audience.  Jesus and his family lived out a private method of growing 
up in the faith that we can emulate today.   

This Christmas should remind us of Christians around the world who do not have the privilege of 
established churches and large communities of believers who worship together.  The need to reduce 
the size of our gatherings in no way reduces our gratitude to God and the humble personal reflections 
that we should have as we reflect on the birth of Christ and the fulfillment of what all the prophets 
foretold. 

This Christmas we are reminded of the way Jesus went to 
“lonely places” to pray and to connect with his Father in 
Heaven.  What better time than this to do exactly what Jesus 
did?  We should replace one of our canceled Christmas 
gatherings with a private prayer vigil in our own home that 
will draw us deeper into the heart of God and the celebration 
of his birth. 

This Christmas is a time of preparation for going out into the 
world and ministering to those who are hurting.  As we see 
vaccines ready to be released and progress in treating the 
disease that results from the virus, we know that doors will 
be opened and arenas filled soon enough.  If we choose to 
prepare ourselves now, we will be frontline workers on the 
spiritual recovery that will be needed after a year of anxiety 
and seclusion for so many in our communities. 

This Christmas will not be wasted.  We will think deeply, 
worship authentically, and shine our candles brightly in the 
hope of Jesus so that we are more convicted than ever that 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

Amen and Merry Christmas! 
 

Pastor Justin 
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 RENEW NEWS 

The ReNEW Youth Group will continue meeting every Wednesday 

evening from 6 pm until 7:45 pm except during the week of Christmas. We 

will have an Ugly Christmas Sweater party with games and crafts on 

December 16, and a New Years Eve get together to celebrate the end of 

year 2020 on Wednesday, December 30. 

On January 8, ReNEW will have a board game night from 6:30 pm until 9 

pm.  All church members, family and friends are welcome to join in.   On 

January 20 we will have a Luau to help us with our cabin fever, which will 

surely have set in by then.  

We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!.  

WINTER BOREDOM BUSTERS FOR KIDS 

 Make & mail Christmas cards to nursing homes, hospitals, or first 
responders. 

 Create Pinecone Bird Feeders by coating the pinecone in peanut or 
sunflower butter, dipping in bird seed, & hanging outside. 

 Write a Story. 

 Make a Couch Fort. 

 Create Tissue Box Monsters. 

 Go on a Nature Scavenger Hunt. 

 Do a Photoshoot with your stuffed animals. 
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”We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered.  “Bring them here to me,” he said. And he directed the people to 
sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves.  Then he 
gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve 
basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.” Matthew 14:17-20 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD AT MCDONALD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 2020  

 A FISHES AND LOAVES STORY 

BY MICHELLE UNRUH AND JAMIE WILSON 

In the July church newsletter, we shared that we had no idea what God had in store for our Operation 
Christmas Child shoebox packing party, which is usually held in November.  We just knew He had a plan 
and vowed that we would do our best to reach our goal of packing 725 shoebox gifts in 2020. 

By September we had made the painful decision to cancel the in-person packing party which brings over 
100 of our church family and friends together to pack hundreds of shoeboxes in 90 minutes.   In that 
newsletter we let everyone know we did not yet have nearly enough items to meet our goal.  We had a head 
start with items left over from 2019, but our 2020 monthly collections never materialized when the 
coronavirus kept all or most of us away from church since March.  Or so we thought.  Slowly, but surely, 
the phone calls came.  “I’ve been buying items for the shoeboxes…How can I get these to you?”  Retailers 
were generous and gift cards were donated. 

In October, we introduced the “(Hopefully one and only) MPC Extremely Socially-distanced Packing 
Party.”  We left red and green OCC shoeboxes at Trinity and Calvary.  We asked you to consider packing a 
box at home with your family.   Also throughout the month of October, we (Jamie and Michelle) started to 
prepare donated shoeboxes to be packed with the new and leftover filler items.  At that point we estimated 
we would be able to fill 350 shoeboxes.  Over the course of several evenings, Michelle’s family packed 
those 350 boxes.  When they were done, there were still SO MANY items left.  They kept packing until 
there were 447 complete shoebox gifts – each one containing a homemade hat from Ida. 

In the meantime, the Lamplighters small group held a packing party of their own.  The fruit of their labor 
resulted in 113 shoebox gifts –  13 MORE than their  generous goal of 100. 

Dedication Sunday arrived on November 8th.  With the congregation’s 95 offerings and the Young 
Disciples honorary box added in, there were 656 gospel opportunities sitting in the sanctuary.   Fifteen 
MORE shoeboxes were waiting at Calvary the next Sunday. 

The youth packed 54 shoeboxes – four MORE than their goal - at reNew on November 18.  When they 
were finished they had several supplies LEFT OVER and donated them to the church.  What they had the 
most of – washcloths and pencils – we had NONE of in the church’s supply.  By pulling our supplies 
together, volunteers at the drop off center were able to pack 17 MORE boxes.  And we still have supplies to 
get us started for next year.   During Operation Christmas Child’s National Collection Week (Nov. 16-23) 
the congregation dropped off 19 ADDITIONAL boxes. 

This experience has taught us much over the past eight months and we wanted to share this with you.  What 
we know is:  God is good and faithful, the Holy Spirit moves often and powerfully, and because of these 
truths you, the  members of McDonald Presbyterian Church, will be introducing hundreds of girls and boys 
to Jesus Christ this year. 761, to be exact.  That’s  3 MORE than last year. (And by the way, the shipping 
cost is covered for ALL of them).  Thank you. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Many thanks to these businesses who donated items or gift cards: 

Costco (N. Fayette), Lowe’s (N. Fayette, Scott Twp., Steubenville, Washington), The Home Depot (Bethel 
Park, Bridgeville, N. Fayette), Sam’s Club (N. Fayette), Shop ‘N Save (Imperial), Target (N. Fayette) and 

Walmart (Scott Twp., Washington) 

**  Special THANKS to Ida Galicic for the gift of 495 hand-crocheted hats!!  ** 
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ECO ANNUAL DUES 

As members of a Covenant Order of Evangelical 
Presbyterians, we are blessed to receive various 
types of support from our denomination. The 
Session is asking that each Covenant Partner take 
the time to submit his/her share through the 
envelope marked for this purpose. The 
recommended gift for 2021 is $15 per member. 
We are proud to be part of the ECO and look 
forward to seeing our denomination flourish. 

STEWARDSHIP AND ENVELOPE DISTRIBUTION 2021 

Thank you again for your great support of McDonald 

Presbyterian Church as we seek to love and to serve 

those whom God puts in our path.  The year 2020 has 

been remarkable as our church has grown and made 

significant progress in facilities and in our faith journey 

through the year.  If you are a financial contributor to 

our congregation, you will soon receive a stewardship 

letter that explains in more detail the ways our 

congregation has thrived in 2020.  

Our success is a gift from God and is only sustained by 

his grace and through many individuals sowing 

generously on behalf of the Kingdom of God.  This year 

we are applauding each of you as you give financial 

gifts out of faith, especially considering the uncertain 

nature of our world.  If the Lord has blessed you 

throughout 2020, we are asking you to consider whether 

the Lord might be challenging you to increase your gift 

in 2021.  

Our traditional giving envelopes will be available in Calvary Parlor again this year, and we encourage 

you to pick them up in person or to arrange for another member to bring them to you.  Online giving has 

been a very helpful way for many of you to give through the pandemic, and we are encouraging you to 

continue giving that way if it is helpful to you. 

May the Lord bless us all greatly in 2021 and beyond. 

CHRISTMAS IN A BAG  

This year we provided families 
with children through 4th grade, a 
special gift.  With all that has 
been happening in our world we 
must not allow ourselves, or our 
children, to forget that Christmas 
actually is a celebration of Jesus' 

birth. Christmas in a Bag is filled with fun activities 
for the whole family, includes a short Advent 
devotional, and will help you make Christ the focus 
of the Christmas season. You’ll even be able to 
throw a birthday party for Jesus! If you have not yet 
received your bag, please contact the church office. 
Only a limited number are available. 
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Christmas Poinsettias 
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

 

A sign-up sheet for Christmas Poinsettias is available at the Welcome Table. 
You may also reserve your poinsettia by completing the form below and 
returning it to the church office. Deadline to order is December 13. 
Poinsettias will be displayed December 20 in the church. Cost is $11. Please 
see Nancy Turk if you have any questions.  

Poinsettias may be picked up after church on December 20 or after the 
Christmas Eve Service on December 24.   

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS FORM 

Please return to the church office no later than Sunday, December 13. 

Poinsettias are available in  
white, pink, and red. 

Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

In Loving Memory of: 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Qty White:_______________      

Qty Pink: ________________   

Qty Red: _________________    Amount Due: $____________   



 

 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE … WHILE SHOPPING! 

What is AmazonSmile? It’s a website operated by Amazon that lets customers 
enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices, and convenient shopping 
features as on Amazon.com. The difference is that when customers shop on 
AmazonSmile (smile.Amazon.com), the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to the charitable organization selected by 
customers. 

When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are prompted to select a charitable 
organization. Please select McDonald Presbyterian Church. There is no cost to the 
charitable organization or to AmazonSmile customers.  

You can make a difference. You shop. Amazon donates. MPC thanks you! 
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SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING 

It is that time of year! We are once again looking for bell 
ringers this holiday season! A sign up link is available on our 
website at www.mcdonaldpres.org. Be sure to click 
SUBMIT at the bottom of the sign up page to secure your 
spot. See Beth Tidd following the service if you have any 
questions or would like to sign up in person.  

DECEMB ER 2020/J ANU ARY 2021  

COOKIES FOR COPS 

There will be no Cookies for Cops  
during the months of December and 
January. We will resume collecting 
cookies the first Sunday of each month 
beginning again in February. 
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MPC Puzzle 
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Joys and Concerns 

Diane & Jay Nation 1/10   Jill & Bob Parkison  1/15 

Terri and Duane Cole 12/5 Ida and Raymond Galicic 12/21 

Dana and Tim Motte 12/24 Sue and Greg Gilbert  12/28 

DECEMB ER 2020/J ANU ARY 2021  

Elmer Brown      Helen Catrain     Hilda Glass     Julie Hanzcar      Dorothy Penberthy 

     Dorothy Alrutz, Woodside Place of Washington 

     954 Redstone Rd, Rm #228, Washington, PA 15301  

     Larry Doak, H. John Heinz III Progressive Center  

     First Floor South Hall, 1010 Delafield Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15215 

     Peggy Hughey, Hawthorne Woods 

     791 Locust Avenue, Room 104, Washington,  PA 15301 

     Laurain Lacotte, Vanadium Woods 

     Apt 118, 50 Vanadium Road, Bridgeville,  PA 15017 

     Connie Walker, Helen Purcell Home 

     1854 Norwood Boulevard, Health Care Unit, Zanesville, OH 43701 

A CHRISTMAS PRAYER FOR PEACE 

In a world where worry, not peace, prevails, stir up that good news again. 

This Christmas, make it real in our hearts. Never have we needed Your joy 

and peace more than now. Thank You for the gift of Jesus, our Immanuel, 

the Word made flesh. Forgive us for forgetting—that Your love never 

changes, never fades, and that You never abandon the purpose for which 

You came: to save us from our sinful condition, and to give us life eternal, 

the joy of relationship with a holy God.  

Your birth—and Your death—sealed Your promise to us forever. 

–Rebecca Barlow Jordan 
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Jane Baker  12/1 

Marlene Shupe 12/1 

Nicholette Hughey 12/4 

Christian Nation 12/7 

Julia McCloud  12/10 

Karen Cooper  12/11 

Stephanie Esposito 12/11 

James Schafer  12/13 

Molly Maxwell 12/14 

Laurain Lacotte 12/17 

Charlene Potts  12/19 

 

Dessie Almady 12/20 

Jill Parkison  12/20 

Noelle Bair  12/22 

Luke Gladden  12/25 

Steve Plavetzky Jr. 12/26 

Mary Catherine Garrett  12/27 

David Hanczar   12/29 

Brad Unruh  12/29 

Ryan Carter  12/31 

Terri Cole  12/31 

Joy Snatchko  12/31 

Robert Klimas  1/2 

Patricia Sember 1/2 

Kamden Ware  1/2 

Kristy Bennett  1/3 

Patty Doane  1/3 

Mary Hawes  1/5 

Eleanora Little  1/9 

Helen Catrain  1/14 

Scott Ware Jr  1/14 

Shirl Krenn  1/16 

Dana Martin  1/17 

Marcia Jewell  1/21 

Centa Bowland 1/24 

Karen Irwin  1/28 

Becky Gladden 1/31 

MCPRESBY NEWS  
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WEEKLY EVENTS 

 

SUNDAYS    9:30am Upper Room  

   10:45am Worship  

 

WEDNESDAYS Yahweh Wednesdays (Noon) 

   reNEW (6:00pm) 

 

FRIDAYS  AA Calvary Center 

 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

 

Dec 7   Lunch Ladies Bible Study Party (Noon) 

Dec 14  Session Meeting (6:30pm) 

Dec 15  Newsletter Deadline   

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 
        Gift of Music—Date TBD 

   December 24  Candlelight Service 8pm 

   December 24  Office closed in observance of Christmas Holiday   

   December 31  Office closed in observance of New Year Holiday 

   January 24  Congregational Meeting 

 

The McDonald Food Bank is requesting monetary donations for the months of December & January. Please 

indicate Food Bank on your contribution. Thank you to all who have given so generously during the 

pandemic. Contact Ed Nalesnick with any questions.  

December 2020 / January 2021 
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McDonald Presbyterian Church is a mid-sized congregation located in 

McDonald, PA that exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  Our worship, service and outreach are all focused on helping others 

experience the love of God and the joy that comes from knowing Him.  We 

love what we do and who we are when we come together as a community of 

God’s people.  Our door is always open, and we look forward to meeting 

you and welcoming you into our fellowship.  

Worship Site: 
202 West Lincoln Avenue 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Office Location: 
119 Station Street 

McDonald, PA  15057 
 

Phone:  (724) 926-8561 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 

McDONALD 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH  

December 2020 
January 2021 
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GET CONNECTED ... BE ENGAGED 

 

WORSHIP  

Sundays @ 10:45 a.m. Calvary Center or  

live on Facebook 

 

 

DISCOVER 

Reach out to a ministry leader and brainstorm ideas on how you 
can serve others at MPC during the pandemic. 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

Attend a Life Group 

Join us for our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 8pm in 
Calvary Center. 

 

ACT 

Thank a Children or Youth Ministry Volunteer 

Pastor 
Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 
(724) 699-0157 

Catalyst for Children’s Ministries  
Mary Bennett (Interim) 

students@mcdonaldpres.org 
 

Choir Director 
  Syndria Lowe 

Assistant Choir Director 
Heidi Betschart 

Administrative Assistant 
Malisa Silassy 

malisa@mcdonaldpres.org 

Bookkeeper:  Connie Buydasz 
bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org 

Operations Officer 
Tom Maxwell 

Custodial Staff 
Pat Powell  

Bob McDowell 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Malisa Silassy 


