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McPresby
A SEASON OF PREPARATION
As we enter the joyous season of Advent, it is our hope
that you will join us each week during worship as we
prepare ourselves to receive the coming of our Savior. In
addition to our weekly worship services, we have special
celebration and fellowship events planned during the
month of December.

On Monday, December 3, the Deacon Care Team will sponsor a Soup Up Your Soul evening. Come to
Trinity Center Fellowship Hall at 6pm to share a delicious meal and an inspiring devotional message.
There’s no better way to prepare your heart for the start of Advent than with an evening of fellowship and
prayer.
The Gift of Music Community Concert will be held on Sunday, December 9 at Trinity Center at 6pm. This
annual holiday tradition guarantees to fill you with holiday cheer, praise for our newborn king, and plenty of
scrumptious cookies. We will be taking a free-will collection during the concert that will benefit the
McDonald Food Bank.
Following worship on Sunday, December 16, we will be hosting our annual Christmas dinner. This has
become a time to celebrate the holiday with our church family. This would be a great time to reach out to
neighbors and friends and invite them to hear the message and share lunch with us. Covered dishes are
requested as follows: last name A-H bring a side dish, last name I-Q bring a vegetable, and last name R-Z
please bring a dessert. We look forward to seeing all of you at this most
joyous occasion.
There will be two separate Christmas Eve services of worship held this
year at Calvary Center. The first will take place at 5pm and will be a
Family Candlelight Service. The other will be our Traditional
Candlelight Service starting at 11pm.

During this Advent season, may the path to your heart be cleared so
you may be filled with the hope, peace, joy, love and light of our
Savior, Jesus Christ.
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Pastor’s Page
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
(Isa. 9:6 ESV)
This prophesy by the prophet Isaiah is a favorite because it speaks so clearly of the birth of Jesus and who
this child will be. These titles reveal the divine nature of the Messiah. There is no way that a person such as
you or I could be ascribed the name “Everlasting Father” even if that person were a chosen prophet of God.
None of the other prophets from Moses to Elijah or any of the others were given names that come anywhere
close to these bold and beautiful titles. The “Prince of Peace” is God himself and he has come to us in
human form so that he could bestow upon us the fullness of his peace and become the ultimate sacrifice for
our sins. This child that will be born carries the title “Mighty God.” Scripture makes it crystal clear who
this child is and what his role will be in the world. From our vantage point as followers of Jesus, it is hard to
understand how the Jewish leaders and people at the time of Christ failed to see who the Messiah was to be.
How could they misinterpret this highlight verse from the Prophet Isaiah? Why were the people not
anticipating a claim of Godliness from the Messiah because of this passage?
It is actually a good lesson for us in how hard our hearts can be to the move of the Holy Spirit and our
acceptance of his Holy Word. God has so many promises for us in his Scripture and in the life of Christ, and
we hesitate to accept them. We are cautious when we should be bold, and independent when we should be
submissive to the commands and precepts of our Loving God. This child that we celebrate at Christmas is
exactly who the prophets said he would be. The life of Christ is not what anyone was expecting, but he
perfectly fulfilled all that the prophets declared that he would be. He is our Wonderful Counselor and that
means that there is no one better to talk to about
the hurdles and challenges in our lives than the
one who created us. He is the ultimate guide
and friend that never leaves us or forsakes us.
He is the answer to all of our problems and the
people of God are given amazing resources to
build each other up and to fulfill his mission.
Just when we feel like the mission of God is
falling short and its future is in jeopardy, we are
reminded of the very next verse: “Of the
increase of his government and of peace there
will be no end…” And so it is as promised.
The reign of Jesus is a reign of growth and
increase. The leadership of Christ is a reign that is always growing in power and authority that Satan will
never be able to stop. Jesus has the seal of approval of the Father, and our task is to be a part of that great
mission and join in with Jesus in leading others to the intimate love of Christ. This Christmas remember that
the promises of God will not fail, that we should not struggle for lack of believing that God has everything
under control, and that he holds close those who call upon his name.
Be Blessed in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.
Rev. Justin
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Children’s Ministry Update
The Sunday School children have continued their lessons from The
Gospel Project. We have seen some new faces and are very excited that
the children are starting to bring friends.
Our Sunday School teachers have been trained on Leadership
Development, and are each looking for one person to come shadow
them and learn about the vision of developing others to help.
December will be very exciting for Children’s Church. We have had a great response in servants to help,
and we are almost at our goal of 12 additional volunteers. Please reach out to karengoss@mcdonaldpres.org
if you are interested. We are still working on small details with our new VBS-atmosphere to Children’s
Church. The children are engaged and learning about Jesus with more hands-on activities. Also, for the
safety of our children, we have implemented the new pick-up location to be downstairs in Children’s
Church following the worship service. On December 16 the children will be caroling at HaveLoch
Commons and Paulin Personal Care Home.
“Stump the Pastor” started in November and will continue throughout the month of December. Has your
child had the opportunity to stump Pastor Justin yet?
Note that there will be no Sunday School on December 23 or December 30.
On December 24 we will have our Family Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 5:00 pm.
In January we will start looking forward to our summer plans. You will start to hear about scholarships for
our overnight summer camp in Pine Springs and about exciting opportunities to volunteer for Vacation
Bible School.
On January 13 Pastor Justin will be leading communion training for students 4th grade and older. Fourth
Grade is a milestone when we invite our children to stay in the sanctuary for the sermon. We would like to
give your child an introduction to what communion is before taking their first communion or before they
begin taking communion regularly. Any child 4th grade and older is invited to attend this training. We do
require an RSVP for lunch that will be served during the training. Parents are encouraged to attend with
their child and enjoy lunch as well. We will honor these children taking their first communion during
worship on February 3.
Important Dates to Remember:
December 16, 2018

Children’s Church Annual Christmas Caroling

December 23, 2018

No Sunday School

December 24, 2018

Family Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 5:00pm

December 30, 2018

No Sunday School

January 13, 2019

Communion Training 12:15 pm

February 3, 2019

4th graders receive Communion during the Worship Service
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Operation Christmas Child Update
THANK YOU for helping to
“Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds
among all peoples.” (Psalm 96:3)

We packed 653 gospel opportunities at our packing par ty this year !
Additional shoebox gifts from the congregation and friends put our total at 707!
Please pray for the children who will receive a shoebox.
May they come to know and accept Christ because of our simple gifts!
The following businesses generously donated shoeboxes, filler items, gift cards or made shipping donations
this year.
V. Lynne Cochran, DMD

R. Lancione, DDS

Costco (North Fayette)

Lowe’s (Bethel Park, N Fayette, Scott, Washington)

Day Apollo

McDonald Pharmacy

Delta USA, Inc.

Sam’s Club (North Fayette)

Giant Eagle (McDonald)

Shop ‘N Save (Imperial)

The Home Depot (Bethel Park, Bridgeville, North
Fayette, West Mifflin)

Target (North Fayette)

Kroger (Weirton)

Walmart (Scott and Weirton)

** SPECIAL THANKS TO IDA GALICIC FOR THE GIFT OF 650 HAND-CROCHETED HATS!! **

Thank you for my very own unexpected, unnecessary but very much appreciated shoebox gift and bouquet.
It is my privilege and pleasure to serve alongside all of you as we help make more disciples for our Lord.
Merry Christmas ~ Michelle
Jamie Wilson would also like to thank the congregation for the beautiful flowers she received on Shoebox
Sunday.
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McFall Fest Update
Thank you to everyone who contributed in any way to making our 2018 McFall
Fest another great success. This event truly “takes a village” to make it work.
Together, we at MPC are doing great things to further the kingdom of God.
We netted an amazing $9,642 from our McFall Fest event this year. ALL proceeds
benefit missions both near and far. We have earmarked 60% of funds to be
distributed to local missions, 30% to international missions and we retain 10% as a
reserve. Following is a breakdown of 2018 McFall Fest Mission Distributions.
New Hope City Center

$1,500

VBS 2019

$1,250

Pine Springs Camp

$1,250

Summer Service Week 2019

$1,000

reNEW Student Ministries

$700

Operation Christmas Child

$1,300

Roths Family/CRU

$1,000

Heartline Ministries-Haiti

$550

As we pray, plan and prepare for McFall Fest 2019, we will do so with one goal in mind: to raise funds
which will further the Kingdom and make disciples for Jesus Christ in our local community, in our nation
and around the world. It is our prayer that the Lord will continue to bless our efforts as we work together
toward this common goal.

Choir Rehearsal Schedule
Sunday, December 2 @ Trinity – 7pm Community Choir Rehearsal
Thurs., December 6 @ Trinity – 6pm Bells; 6:45pm Youth; 7:10pm Praise; 7:30pm Adults/Bells/Youth
Sunday, December 9 – After Church Bells at Trinity
Thursday, December 13 – 6pm Bells; 6:45pm Youth; 7:10pm Praise; 7:30pm Adults
Tuesday, December 18 – 7:10pm Praise; 7:30pm Adults
Thursday, December 20 – 6:45pm Youth
Thursday, January 3 – 6pm Bells; 6:45pm Youth; 7:10pm Praise; 7:30pm Adults
Thursday, January 10 – 6pm – Choir Post Holiday Dinner; 7:45pm Adults
Thursday, January 17 – 6pm Bells; 7:10pm Praise; 7:30pm Adults
Thursday, January 24 - 6:45pm Youth; 7:10pm Praise; 7:30pm Adults
Thursday, January 31- 6pm Bells; 7:10pm Praise; 7:30pm Adults
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Announcements
MPC/reNEW Christmas Post Office - December 2, 9 & 16
Do you have a holiday greeting you’d like to send to another church attendee? The
reNEW Student Ministries is sponsoring a Christmas Post Office again this year. Simply
drop off your card(s) to the “Post Office” before worship. The students will sort them
alphabetically during the service. Stop back after worship to see if you’ve received any
mail. No postage necessary. Free-will donations to benefit reNEW Student Ministries will
be gladly accepted.

ALL CHURCH ICE SKATING PARTY DECEMBER 2
We are hosting an all-church ice skating party on Sunday,
December 2 at the Mass Mutual Ice Rink at PPG Plaza.
Participants may meet at Trinity Center at 3:00pm or plan to meet us downtown at 3:45pm. The group rate is
$6 per person and $4 for skates. Just mention at the door that you are with McDonald Presbyterian Church
and you will receive the discount.

“Soup Up Your Soul” Community Dinner & Devotions - December 3
Join us on Monday evening, December 3 at 6pm in Trinity Fellowship Hall for our next soup and ministry
night hosted by our Deacon Care Team. There are two parts to this new ministry project. The first is eating
wonderful soup together and the second is hearing a devotional and praying with those at your table. Anyone
is welcome to attend this event. Our hope is that you will take the message and share it later this month with
someone who needs to be encouraged. We are excited about the ministry possibilities represented in this project, and we hope that you will step out in faith and join us. Contact Gerry Rossi, Lucy Hawk, or Shirl Krenn
for more information and to RSVP.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
Order sheets for Christmas poinsettias are available at the Welcome Table.
The deadline to order is Sunday, December 9. Poinsettias will be displayed
December 23 in the church. The cost is $11 per plant. Please see Nancy Turk if
you have any questions.

Page 6

MCPRESBY NEWS

Announcements
MAKE A DIFFERENCE … WHILE SHOPPING!
What is AmazonSmile? It’s a website operated by Amazon that lets customers
enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices, and convenient shopping
features as on Amazon.com. The difference is that when customers shop on
AmazonSmile (smile.Amazon.com), the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate
0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to the charitable organization selected by
customers.
When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are prompted to select a charitable
organization. Please select McDonald Presbyterian Church. There is no cost to the charitable organization or
to AmazonSmile customers.
You can make a difference. You shop. Amazon donates. (MPC thanks you!)

AVIS ARBOR MISSION PROJECT
The Ladies Lunch Group Bible Study is inviting all of our covenant partners to join us
in a mission project. We will be collecting toiletries for Avis Arbor for women and
children needing refuge from unfortunate home situations. Items that are needed are:
combs, brushes, body wash, deodorant, body lotion, hair gel, nail files, sewing kits, any
type of socks, etc. A basket is available in the parlor to drop off your items. Thank you
in advance for supporting this project.

Salvation Army Bell Ringing
The Deacon Care Team is looking for bell ringers this holiday season. Sign up in the parlor after worship or
contact Gerry Rossi.

2019 Flower Chart
The new flower chart for 2019 is available outside the New Beginnings Room. The cost is $50 for two
vases. If you would like only one vase, please find a partner to purchase the second vase.

ECO ANNUAL DUES
As members of a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians, we are blessed to receive various types of
support from our denomination. The Session is asking that each Covenant Partner take the time to submit
his/her share through the envelope marked for this purpose. The recommended gift for 2019 is $15 per
member. We are proud to be part of the ECO and look forward to seeing our denomination flourish.

DECEMBER 2018/JANUARY 2019
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Cornerstone Capital Campaign Update
Dear beloved of McDonald Presbyterian Church – Our upcoming
Cornerstone Campaign is a common project that we have embarked on
to bring about an amazing future of faith and service for our congregation. We are excited about the warm reception all of the ideas have had
among you, our church family. Without a doubt, this is an essential
project to maintain our vitality as a congregation and to propel us into a
greater future together. Jesus is our Chief Cornerstone and we hope
that many people in the generations to come will encounter that truth
through the people gathered here at McDonald Presbyterian Church.
Our Campaign Steering team has met, and our Design team is organizing themselves. We want to take a few more weeks to get a clear
picture of what we want our final projects to look like, enabling a clear
and consistent presentation and approach to the campaign.
The most important thing that you can do right now is to complete the campaign survey. We want to
hear from every one of you so that we have full input into the plans that will be created and undertaken.
Feel free to comment as much as you would like and, of course, the invitation is open to get involved with
all that we are doing. Please return your surveys by December 9th. Additional surveys are available on our
website and on the Welcome Table in the Parlor.
Thank you for being a great part of the McDonald Presbyterian Church Family and for covering our
congregation in prayer as we move into 2019.

Worship Assistant Schedule
Check future weekly bulletins for January worship volunteers.
GREETERS

ACOLYTES

LAY LEADERS

YOUNG
DISCIPLES

HOSPITALITY

December 2

Harry
Masquelier

Julie Bennett &
Tony Marin

Cliff Elicker

Stump The Pastor

Katie McDowell

December 9

Arlene Carr

Katie Nemec &
Zoe Unruh

Hannah Tidd

Stump The Pastor

Debbie Elicker

December 16

Lana & Sonny
Gilbert

Kimberly Munoz
& Luke Gladden

Debbie Elicker

Stump The Pastor

Christmas Lunch

December 23

Shirl & Norm
Krenn

Julia Amsler &
D.J. Slovick

Brad Unruh

Stump The Pastor

Heidi & Jeff Betschart

December 30

Becky Gladden

Kirsten Munoz &
Adam Unruh

Katie Nemec

Volunteer Needed

Volunteer Needed

DATE
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Joys and Concerns
Mrs. Sylvia Cimarolli
Miss Julie Hanzcar
Ms. Laurain Lacotte
Mrs. Dorothy Penberthy
Larry Doak, H. J ohn Heinz III Pr ogr essive Center
First Floor South Hall, 1010 Delafield Road, Pittsburgh PA 15215

Peggy Hughey, Hawthor ne Woods
791 Locust Avenue, Room 104, Washington PA 15301
Mary Ann Johnen, Pr esbyter ian Senior Car e
Southmont Room 528, 835 South Main Street, Washington PA 15301
Laurain Locotte, Vanadium Woods
Apt 118, 50 Vanadium Road, Bridgeville PA 15017
Jack Penderville, Mt. Ver non of South Par k
1400 Riggs Road, Room 40D, South Park PA 15129
Rosemarie Rocher, Countr y Meadows of South Hills
3564 Washington Pike, Building #4 Room 473A, Bridgeville PA 15017
Connie Walker, Helen Pur cell Home
1854 Norwood Boulevard, Health Care Unit, Zanesville OH 43701

Happy Anniversary
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Terri and Duane Cole

12/5

Ida and Raymond Galicic

12/21

Dana and Tim Motte

12/24

Sue and Greg Gilbert

12/28

Diane & Jay Nation

1/10

Jill & Bob Parkison

1/15

MCPRESBY NEWS

Happy Birthday
Jane Baker

12/1

Dessie Almady

12/20

Marlene Shupe

12/1

Jill Parkison

12/20

Logan Errett

12/2

Noelle Bair

12/22

Christian Nation

12/7

Duane Cole

12/23

Julia McCloud

12/10

Luke Gladden

12/25

Mallory Mohon

12/10

Bernie Digregorio

12/26

Karen Cooper

12/11

Steve Plavetzky Jr.

12/26

Stephanie Esposito

12/11

Mary Catherine Garrett 12/27

James Schafer

12/13

David Hanczar

12/29

Molly Maxwell

12/14

Brad Unruh

12/29

Laurain Lacotte

12/17

Ryan Carter

12/31

Charlene Potts

12/19

Terri Cole

12/31

Joy Snatchko

12/31

Robert Klimas

1/2

Megan Esposito

1/14

Amy Patishnock

1/2

Scott Ware Jr

1/14

Patricia Sember

1/2

Shirl Krenn

1/16

Kamden Ware

1/2

Dana Martin

1/17

Kristy Bennett

1/3

Marcia Jewell

1/21

Patty Doane

1/3

Roger McElhaney

1/25

Mary Hawes

1/5

Lucas Errett

1/27

Eleanora Little

1/9

Karen Irwin

1/28

Helen Catrain

1/14

Becky Gladden

1/31

Psalm 90:12
Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a
heart of wisdom.
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December 2018 / January 2019
WEEKLY EVENTS

MONTHLY EVENTS

SUNDAYS

Sunday School (9:30am)
Worship (10:45am)

MONDAYS

Girl Scouts

TUESDAYS

Boy Scouts

WEDNESDAYS

reNEW (6pm)

THURSDAYS

Choir (See Page 8)

FRIDAYS

AA (Trinity Center)

1st Sunday

Communion

1st Monday

Soup Up Your Soul

1st Tuesday

Deacon Leadership Team (9am)

1st & 3rd Tuesday

Paulin Bible Study (6pm)

2nd Monday

Session Meeting (6:30pm)

15th of the Month

Newsletter Deadline

SPECIAL EVENTS
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December 2

All-Church Ice Skating Party @ PPG Plaza

December 3

Soup Up Your Soul

December 9

New Member Sunday

December 9

Gift of Music - Trinity Center 6pm

December 16

Annual Christmas Dinner following Worship

December 24

Family Candlelight Service 5pm

December 24

Traditional Candlelight Service 11pm

December 24-25

Office Closed in observance of Christmas Holiday

January 13

Communion Training following Worship

January 20

Congregational Meeting following Worship
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McDonald, PA 15057
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McDonald Presbyterian Church is a mid-sized congregation located in
McDonald, PA that exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus
Christ. Our worship, service and outreach are all focused on helping others

Office Location:
119 Station Street
McDonald, PA 15057

experience the love of God and the joy that comes from knowing Him. We
love what we do and who we are when we come together as a community of
God’s people. Our door is always open, and we look forward to meeting
you and welcoming you into our fellowship.

Phone: (724) 926-8561

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday
RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Visit our website:
mcdonaldpres.org

Pastor
Rev. Justin Amsler
justin@mcdonaldpres.org
(724) 699-0157
Administrative Assistant
Malisa Silassy
malisa@mcdonaldpres.org
Operations Officer
Tom Maxwell
Bookkeeper: Connie Buydasz
bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org
Children’s Ministries Staff
Karen Goss
karengoss@mcdonaldpres.org
Karin Munoz
karin@mcdonaldpres.org
Choir Director
Syndria Lowe
Assistant Choir Director
Heidi Betschart
Custodial Staff
Pat Powell
Bob McDowell
Newsletter Editor: Patty Doane

GET CONNECTED ... BE ENGAGED
WORSHIP
Sundays @ 10:45 a.m. Calvary Center
Christmas Eve @ 5pm and 11pm
DISCOVER
Attend a Soup Up Your Soul event
reNEW Youth Ministry always welcomes new faces
FELLOWSHIP
Join us for ice skating on December 2, the Gift of Music
Community Concert on December 9, and the annual Christmas
dinner on December 16
ACT
Contribute to the Avis Arbor Mission Project
Invite friends or extended family to a Christmas Eve Service

