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Nov 14 ReImaging God 

 

Intro: 

For those who may be new to our Contemplative Learning Circle, I am Ken Lund from 
Arbor Covenant. Christina can’t be here today but she has offered some thoughts 
ahead of time as we were preparing and I will share those later. 

Light Candle 

Up until this time in this learning circle, we have spent time talking about some of our 
distorted views of God that we may have picked up along the way in our faith journey. 
As we are starting a new month together in our learning circle, we’d like to shift our 
focus to talking about some of our engaging and meaningful images of God. 

I’d like to begin by recognizing that any time we start talking about God, we of necessity 
are going to be imprecise, incomplete and inaccurate in some way.  Thomas Keating 
has said that whenever we start to talk about God, we are farther away from God than 
before we opened our mouth.  Let’s acknowledge that we are trying to describe 
something that is ultimately indescribable--a great mystery.  And because we know 
ahead of time that we are going to miss the mark, we can be utterly free to suggest any 
possibility without fear of being WRONG! 
 

With that introductory “warning,” we’ll take just a few minutes  to review some of the 
biblical images of God.  There are at least 72 divine names in Jewish spirituality.   The 
list we are going to look at  comes in part from a talk prepared by Rev. Jolene Carlson, 
formerly the Associate Superintendent of the Central Conference of the ECC.  Just note 
the incredible diversity of the metaphors in the biblical record   
[start  slide show] 
 

 “I am who I am” is God’s own expression of God’s “Godness.” 
 

In Hebrew Scriptures we find God as: A potter, a poet, a creator even a 
scientist who created through trial and error with Adam then Eve, then 
destroyed it all and started over. In Numbers God is described as “Ruah” a spirit 
hovering over all.  

 

A lover, a provider who gave Adam and Eve a leaf as clothing in the garden. 
God is a mother and mother bear in Hosea.  In Deuteronomy God is a mother 
eagle and a mother who gives birth.  In Isaiah God is a comforting and 
nursing mother and a woman in labor.  In the Psalms, God is mothering as 
well as royal.  In Proverbs “she is your life”, “whoever finds her, finds life.” 
The Wisdom literature is full of feminine images of God.  God as shepherd and 
the royal images of God as sovereign, lord, king and judge frequent the 
Hebrew Scriptures as well as New Testament.  
  



Luke and Matthew speak of a mother hen and a woman seeking a lost 
coin.  Ephesians speaks of a husband God.  Moses and John both speak of 
God as friend. 

 

We are invited to pray to Our Father.  A parental relationship appears over and 
over again.  God appears with emotions of jealously, anger, wrath and grief 
and joy.  God is a suffering God.  

 

Obviously, there are many metaphors, images, titles for God--and that is just in the 
Hebrew and Christian scriptures.  The list is even longer than that slide [see long list] 

Hindus, by some accounts, have millions of Gods and one of them, Vishnu, has 1000 
names. 

Muslims have 99 most beautiful names for God. [see pages] 

Apparently, human understanding of the divine is not a simple matter. 

Again, it takes a lot of description to attempt to describe the indescribable. 
 

Shift gears a bit away from the names and images of God, and focus on what we may 
understand and believe about God. 

Historian and author Diana Butler Bass suggests that, rather than dive directly into a 
discussion of WHO God is, it is helpful and necessary to recognize what we understand 
about WHERE God is.  About 8 minutes of a video, and then we’ll have some time to 
hear from you: 

 Video Diana Butler Bass--”Where is God” [start at 1:50] 

https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/where-is-god 

[exit slide show] 

Interesting that Diana Butler Bass touched on so many of the things we have already 
been talking about in this learning circle.  (God in a mansion, Jonathan Edwards, a 
pyramid hierarchy) 

Easy for me to pick out the ways in which the church and I have developed distorted 
and unhelpful views of God.  Important to acknowledge them, as we have been doing.  I 
was ready to do some more of that this week, but Christina very appropriately steered 
the conversation toward the positive.  What are some of the moments when we HAVE 
experienced the presence of God--the continuing incarnation, in Diana Butler Bass’s 
terminology? 

https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/where-is-god


In other words, shift gears again from what do we think and believe about God, to how 
we have experienced God. 

I’m going to invite you to consider her question, “Where is God?”  FOR YOU.  I’m going 
to give you a couple of minutes to ponder that, but to prime the pump, here are a few 
thoughts from Christina. 
 

(From Christina:) 

When I consider the “Where is God?” question, I am drawn to some specific locations 
where I have sensed God interacting with me.  Some of the locations have happened 
once, like a cool time on vacation watching the ocean or a unique site.  However, in 
other locations I find God repeatedly. 

In my childhood neighborhood there was a small park at the bottom of a dead end 
street.  Behind the park was a baseball field that was never used.  During my late 
teenage years I would walk around the field as a way to sort out all of the thoughts 
engulfing my mind.  Where would I go to college?  What did I want to be when I grow 
up?  Will I get married one day? Who will be my prom date?  On and on.  This regular 
practice of walking in that simple, abandoned field gave me a sense that someone out 
there was listening to me.  I somehow felt safe and seen in those walks. 

Interestingly, I still walk today, only I do so in prettier environments.  I walk in the woods 
near my home as a way to decompress & release stress. But as an adult, I also soak in 
the beauty of the trees, the glimpses of deer that often come across my path, the 
sounds of the birds sharing the space with me.  God meets me in the Cherokee Marsh 
many times a week and I continue to feel safe & seen but also refreshed and connected 
to a world larger than me. 

[2 or 3 minutes to consider the Q.  “Where is God?”] 

Not an academic or theological exercise, but what is your experience? 

Sharing 

Closing:  

[if time]  Diana Butler Bass  

The final stanza of the Merton prayer: 
I will trust You always  
though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death.  
I will not fear, for You are ever with me, and  
You will never leave me to face my perils alone. Amen. 
 

OR 

The Merton Prayer sung by Kate Campbell 



 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gePQ3B3f8b8 

 

 

 

 

 

 


