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S T E A K H O U S E

Hours:  
Wednesday-Sunday  
Lounge opens at 4:00pm and  

dining room at 4:30pm
608-924-2819

www.hipointsteakhouse.com
Call for Reservations

Nightly Features:
• Thursday Night

All you can eat Beef Tips
• Friday Night Fish Fry

• Saturday Night
Prime Rib

Ridgeway, WI

HWY 14 & 78 N • BLACK EARTH • 767-5555 • OPEN TUES-SUN • CLOSED MONDAYS

          Reserve our

       CLUBHOUSE &

   WIFFLE BALL FIELD for

 your upcoming parties!

Call 767-5555!

          Reserve our

       CLUBHOUSE &

   WIFFLE BALL FIELD for

 your upcoming parties!

Call 767-5555!

WE CATER

Groups 25-1000
Pick up or we’ll deliver

HAPPY HOUR, TUESDAY-FRIDAY, 3-6 PM

For Info e-mail: 

boyer@rookiesfood.com

CALL US

FOR YOUR

CATERING NEEDS!

Contact Michelle Phillips, 1-319-521-4486 • adsales@newspubinc.com
or Karin Henning, 608-358-7958 • khenning@newspubinc.com

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
TO ADVERTISE 

HERE...

Reserve your

ad, call today!

608-767-3655

MIDDLETON–Dodging 
chickens in the road isn’t often 
part of one’s job description. 
But for five-year Middleton-
Cross Plains Area School Dis-
trict school bus driver Chris 
Roberts, 44, it’s routine.

“It’s a quick turn,” Roberts 
explained, onto Riles Road, 
“and you’ve gotta be careful of 
not hitting the free-range chick-
ens crossing the road,” he said 
with a grin. Even at 6:48 a.m.

Roberts foray into school bus 
driving began when his chil-
dren started riding and he won-
dered about behavior on buses. 
“What better way to find out, 
than driving?” Roberts mused. 
Overall, he was pleased with 
his findings and new career.

“It fit with who I am,” Rob-
erts said. “The universe was 
throwing this opportunity, I 
jumped on it, and it’s really 
been a good fit for me.” 

No doubt, for others as well. 
He’s affectionately known by 
his charges as “Captain Red-
beard,” a nickname he hears 
shouted out daily on his bus 
routes, he said, including occa-
sionally in Spanish, “El Capitán 
Barbaroja.”

Roberts’ rapport with stu-
dents has even spawned themed 
cards and gifts from them he 
said, happily noting, “I got a 
‘Captain Redbeard’ T-shirt for 
Christmas.”

As a guitar-playing driver, 
Roberts has also won his stu-
dents’ ears, as well as those 
of his colleagues as they wait 
outside schools for children to 
board.

 “I don’t know why I started 
doing it, playing guitar dur-
ing the downtimes,” Roberts 
said, “but other drivers would 
come on my bus when I played, 
it calmed them before their 
routes.” 

Then Roberts observed chil-
dren began sitting in the front 
seats, near the small guitar he 

Love of Music Bonds Roberts to Community, World
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bought to fit behind his seat, 
after selling his motorcycle to 
fund the purchase. 

Sometimes students request 
songs, but often they ask him 
to play whatever he wants. “I 
make up a lot of my songs,” 
Roberts said, although he 
doesn’t sing along. “I like to let 
the voice of the guitar do what-
ever it does for people, it has its 
own voice, although it comes 
from my soul.”

Roberts, originally from 
Texas, comes from generations 
of guitar-playing family mem-
bers. According to his father 
and grandfather, Roberts’ great-
great-aunt played the electric 
guitar for Buck Owens’ band, 
and his great-grandmother was 
inducted into an Oklahoma hall 
of fame for five-finger picking. 
His father played guitar as well, 
Roberts said, adding, “I feel 
like it’s in my blood.”

Although he first played 
piano while growing up, he 
learned guitar as a teen. His pas-
sion for playing music led him 
to tour Europe for four years 
with the organization Youth 
With a Mission (YWAM). He 
played both acoustic and elec-
tric guitar all over the United 
Kingdom, Ireland and other 
countries. While in Germany 
9/11 occurred, Roberts recalled.

“We flew in the day the twin 
towers went down,” Roberts 
said. “Our German friends 
woke us with the sad news.” 
The globally-impactful event 
led to gigs for the traveling 
Americans. “We called them 
Peace Concerts,” Roberts said. 
“We played pubs, juvenile de-
tention centers, prisons and city 
squares.” 

The YWAM goal was to re-
cruit post-high school students 
for short-term mission work 
Roberts said, “to get students to 
do something that gives back to 
society.” 

While Roberts espouses 
higher education, he feels 
students sometimes are on a 

“school treadmill,” and would 
benefit from “taking a break to 
figure out who they are, what 
is my life purpose,” he said 
whether serving on a missions 
trip or with the Peace Corps. “It 
never hurts anyone to do that,” 
Roberts asserted.

Currently, Roberts is in a 
three-year course for Spiritual 
Direction, he said. It pairs well 
with his school bus driving 
schedule and commitment to 
the church, foundry414, that he 
and his wife, Christina Roberts, 
started 10 years ago. The small 
church abuts the Middleton-
Madison boundary, on the St. 
Dunstan’s Episcopal Church 
property.

As foundry414 Music Pas-
tor, recently Roberts proposed 
a benefit for the Glacier Creek 
Middle School orchestra. His 
bus route included that school 
for many years, he said. His 
idea proved successful and the 
inaugural “Strings and Tapas” 
event held in December 2019 
raised over $2,000, despite 
the low-turn-out during the 
busy month. Word got out in 
the community and many who 
couldn’t attend sent donations, 
he said.

Middleton High School stu-
dents, none who attended the 
church, played while tapas was 
served, Roberts said. At first 
he considered hiring perform-
ers, but since he already had a 
connection with a student who 
played cello with him as part 
of a trio last summer in the 
Pheasant Branch Conservancy, 
for Tunes on Tuesday, Roberts 
changed his mind.

“I like the idea of students 
giving back to students,” Rob-
erts explained.

The donations funded the 
purchase of a second stand up 
bass for Glacier Creek students, 
an instrument sought after but 
one many cannot afford to buy, 
Roberts said, as well as two 
other string instruments. 

“Students can rotate taking 

home the old stand up to prac-
tice,” Roberts said, while the 
newer bass remains at school. 
The additions allow more stu-
dents to learn an instrument.

“If we give students a chance 
to play an instrument, they’ll 
become better human beings,” 
Roberts said. “They’ll get in 
touch with their soul, learn the 
second language of music, and 
use their imagination and cre-
ativity.”

Roberts plans to maintain 
his school bus driving position 
while seeking his further higher 
education, he said, in part be-
cause the church requires pasto-
ral staff to be “co-vocational,” 
to be employed outside the 
church. It reduces the salary 
burden upon church attenders, 
Roberts explained, and pro-
motes being good neighbor, 
noting the Middleton motto 
resonates with his philosophy.

Being a good neighbor 
means more than just in this 
community, Roberts said. By 
hosting international students 
as they study English in Madi-
son, he and Christina have 
helped homestay students from 
Colombia, Taiwan and Panama. 

Driving school bus routes 
from one end of the district to 
the other suits the globally and 

Chris Roberts serves as Music Pastor for foundry414, the church he and his wife Christina 
Roberts started 10 years ago, located on the property of St. Dunstan’s Episcopal church 
abutting the Middleton/Madison boundary. Pictured in the church, Roberts strums while 
recounting his jobs, musical career, philosophy on life and the recent church-hosted benefit 
impacting Glacier Creek Middle School orchestra students, “Strings and Tapas.”

Middleton-Cross Plains Area School District bus driver Chris Roberts is known affection-
ately by his charges as “Captain Redbeard.” During the five years he’s been a driver, stu-
dents and colleagues have been treated to his on-board guitar playing.

See Homocide, page 3
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Locally Produced • All Natural Ingredients • Since 1959

Mini croissants not included

Buy one
get one free
Croissants
* Butter
* Almond
* Chocolate
* Ham and Swiss
* Turkey Cheddar
* Spinach Feta

7610 Donna Dr., Middleton
831-2032 

M-F 7:00-5:30; Sat. 7:30-5
www.clasensbakery.com

Family Owned Since 1959
Limit 6 free. Middleton location only.

BUY 1, GET 1
FREE!
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MIDDLETON–The second 
annual Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Social Justice Forum was 
held at the Middleton Perform-
ing Arts Center and was spon-
sored by the school district, 
Dane County Equity Consor-
tium, Madison365 and Unidec. 
Speakers included Dane County 
Circuit Court Judge Everett 
Mitchell, Madison’s East High 
School employee and spoken 
word artist Marlon Anderson, 
his son Noah Anderson also 
a spoken word artist and rap-
per, and keynote speaker Percy 
Brown, Director of Equity at 
Middleton-Cross Plains Area 
School District.

In Brown’s presentation at 
the Jan. 18 event, he reflected 
on a progressive era in Ameri-
can history that occurred be-
tween 1890s and 1920s. During 
that time there was widespread 
social activism and political re-
form. The movement operated 
at local level but extended up to 
the federal level.

“Grassroots efforts eventu-
ally impacted the entire na-
tion,” Brown said. “During that 
era the focus was on the elimi-
nation of problems caused by 
urbanization, industrialization, 
immigration and political cor-
ruption.”

Brown said things haven’t 
changed all that much com-
pared to the present.

Martin Luther King Jr. 
warned of white nationalism, 
militarism and economic ex-
ploitation, Brown points out.

He says the concept of white-
ness is not about individuals 
who are white but thinking 
about whiteness in the sense of 
systems and the idea of power. 
Whiteness is a power structure 
that has been in play since the 
inception of the country with 
slavery to the 3/5ths compro-
mise, to the inequities that exist 
today.

Brown points to recent re-
ports indicating Wisconsin has 
the biggest gaps in academic 
performance and largest dis-
parities in income among race. 
He says the disparities persist 
locally despite Madison being 
ranked year after year as one of 
the best places to live and have 
a family.

“Best place to live for who?” 
Brown asks.

The trend toward militarism 
in the US today is alarming, 
Brown said. Congress is in 
gridlock but not when they pass 
a $1.4 trillion spending bill.

Brown points out that $738 
billion is earmarked for defense 
and leaving funding for educa-
tion and social programs with 
the remainder. He said a narra-
tive from Washington remains 
that social programs and educa-
tion suck up the federal budget, 
but that is not the case if you 
look at the whole pie. 

Economic exploitation has 
been imposed on black Ameri-
cans through the history of US 
Brown adds that when black 
Americans have built their own 
wealth it has been destroyed by 
hateful white Americans like 
the destruction of “Black Wall 
Street” in Tulsa, OK by white 
supremacists. 

Brown says while race is a 
social construct people have to 
also look at it for what it is: a 
social, economic and political 

Second Annual MLK Forum Calls on Progressives to Reflect
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Clockwise from top right: A 
stomp routine is performed 
by members of  the Sigma 
Zeta Chapter of Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity at the Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. So-
cial Action Forum on Jan. 
18; Percy Brown, Direc-
tor of Equity at Middleton 
Cross Plains Area School 
District was the keynote 
speaker at the event, and 
called upon progressives to 
reflect on civil rights and 
equity; Marlon Anderson, 
who was fired and rehired 
by the Madison School Dis-
trict after repeating a racial 
slur, spoke of his experience 
at the forum; Dane County 
District Court Judge Ever-
ett Mitchell welcomed the 
crowd and gave a reflection 
of Dr. King, kicking off the 
event, which was held at the 
Middleton PAC.

By Cameron Bren
Times-Tribune

caste system.
One of the primary ways 

to overcome the issues King 
warned of is bringing more di-
versity to the decision making 
table. Brown points to advances 
made locally particularly or the 
LGBT community, but more 
needs to be done for people of 
color.

More people of color in po-
sitions of leadership will make 
a difference, Brown says. He 
was the first person of color 
to join the administrative team 
at MCPASD when he started, 
but now about 20 percent are 
people of color.

“It is not to dismiss my 
white brothers, I would not 
be here today if it was not for 
my white brothers, but when it 
comes down to racial progress 
in the great state of Wisconsin, 
or Dane County or the City of 
Madison it is a different story,” 
Brown says.

Marlon Anderson spoke on 
the importance of building a 
community. Anderson said 
working in the school district 
for 11 years he learned differ-
ent cultures and languages to be 
able to say. “what’s up?”

Anderson was fired by the 
Madison school district for 
using a racial slur while tell-
ing a student who had used the 
word toward him not to say it. 

Anderson says when he was 
fired he first resisted posting on 
social media about it, but once 
he did it was quickly picked up 
by local news media and in in-
ternational.

“I got called ‘that word’, I 
said don’t call me ‘that word’ 
and I got fired,” Anderson re-
calls posting. “The next day 

was amazing, that’s when the 
world started responding.”

Anderson was offered a job 
the next day by from The Boys 
and Girls Club and had people 
contacting him for all around 
the world offering support.

Anderson was getting ready 
to start his new job when the 
community he built at the 
school called for him to return.

“I’m getting myself ready 
to go to work, getting ready 
for this new career. Then I turn 
on the news and I got my son 
on the news with about 1,500 
kids marching down the street 
talking about bring me back,” 
Anderson says. “All I can tell 
y’all is what I was doing while 
I was sitting at home watching 
it, crying, all I could do was cry.

“All I ever wanted to do in 
life was what my mama told 
me to do and that is treat people 
the way you want to be treated, 
show people love and that is 
all I did,” Anderson says. “All 
these kids that I showed love 
to are loving me enough to step 
up, march down to the capitol, 
past the capitol and to MMSD 
headquarters and tell them folk, 
y’all better bring Marlon back, 
y’all made a huge mistake.”

Anderson performed a spo-
ken word piece which he has 
also performed around the 
world and even for Congress. 

Anderson’s son Noah Ander-
son, who uses the artist pseud-
onym GAP, performed his 
original song Young Royalty.

Members of Sigma Zeta 
Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity performed a stomp-
ing routine to bring the energy 
level up.

locally-minded Roberts, as he aims to brighten the lives of elemen-
tary and middle schoolers. Despite pleas from the latter, Roberts 
has never divulged the name of the band he toured with in Europe. 
The most he’ll do is show them the back of his CD, he said, slyly 
stating with a smile, “I want to keep it mysterious.”
Whether playing on a school bus, at church or in a local prairie, 
Roberts said he envisions his partnership with his guitar as “the 
two of us coming together to make people smile. Music brought 
beauty into my world, and so I want to pay this forward to others.”

Roberts Continued from page 2

5 Top Reasons to SHOP LOCAL
1. Service, during & after the sale.
2. Great deals!
3. Support your local economy.

4. They support local schools,
parishes and fund-raising
groups.

5. They smile & mean it when 
they say “Thanks!”
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