
Reflections by the Lake
Devotions for an Unordinary Time

Time is Filled with Swift Transition
Help—Thank You—Wow!

By Cassandra Baker

Many of us remember Jonathan Walton, the first speaker in Lakeside's Frederick E. Turnage
Distinguished Speaker Series.  That was January 12-13, 2014–that seems like a long time ago.  So
much has changed in our world since then, but has it really?  The same feelings and fears that we
have now during this pandemic were part of our daily lives then.  That weekend Jonathan said,
"Similar is the case as this nation continues to adjust to a ‘new normal' after the worst economic
crisis since the Great Depression."  In 2020, he continues to know the right words that speak to our
human needs and uncertainties just as he did when he spoke to Lakeside 6 years ago.  His words go
deep as we adjust to another "new normal."

When Jonathan came to Lakeside, he was the Minister of Memorial Church at Harvard
University and the Professor of Christian Morals at the Harvard Divinity School.  Just this past year,
he and his family have come back "home" to the South, and he is now the Dean of the School of
Divinity and Dean of Wait Chapel at Wake Forest University.

For this devotion, I am attaching the link to an address Jonathan made to the Wake Forest
community April 2, 2020.  Please take 4 minutes to watch it and realize that Help, Thank You and
Wow are words that speak to us in these times "filled with swift transition."

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HOAW5g42VMU&feature=youtu.be

I found the prayer that Jody Wright prayed the Sunday when Jonathan was with us at
Lakeside and want to end with that— its message is just as meaningful and necessary today as it was
then. 

"We pray now that you will attend to those deep yearnings of our hearts which cannot always be
formed into words.  Calm the anxious trembling of our souls that we might listen to the reassuring
whispers of your Spirit.  Take us by the hand and lead us to a place where life is once again full and
complete.  Amen" Jody Wright

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HOAW5g42VMU&feature=youtu.be

