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        The phrase "the light at the end of the tunnel" implies that we should remain hopeful in a
difficult situation because, at some point, we will finally "see the light."  Most of us have
experienced that feeling.  It may have been at a time when we were overwhelmed with a project
either at home or in the workplace.  As things became more manageable, we exclaimed, "I'm
beginning to see the light at the end of the tunnel!"  A tunnel is an underground passage through or
under some obstacle.  Being underground, tunnels are dark places.  During this pandemic many of
us may often feel as though we are grappling to find our way through a dark tunnel and we wonder
if we will ever see the light.  There are so many obstacles to overcome as our lives are in such
upheaval during this challenging time.  Engaging in activities that we have always taken for granted,
such as frequent trips to the grocery store, working out at the gym, visiting our children and
grandchildren, or enjoying a meal at a nice restaurant have become too perilous.  Parents, many of
whom are working full time, have added "teacher" to their job description as they are homeschooling
their children, out of necessity, since schools are closed.  And, as if all these things aren't restrictive
enough, we are unable to gather as a church body.  We may have begun to wonder when things will
return to normal or if life will ever be the same again.  Maybe there is NOT a light at the end of this
tunnel!

      Thankfully, as Christians, we do not have to wait for things to return to normal in order to see
the light!  Jesus, the light of the world, drives out the metaphorical darkness in our lives.  He is the
ever-present light that is with us no matter how great the darkness surrounding us.  No darkness can
or will ever overcome Him.  God's Word illuminates our path, providing us with guidance in how
to deal with life's hurdles.  The Bible abounds with references to light.  In John 8:12, Jesus said, “I
am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light
of life.”  “This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and
in Him there is no darkness at all” (I John 1:5).  In Isaiah 42:16, we can find comfort in the words,
“I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will
turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough places smooth.  These are the things I
will do; I will not forsake them.”  How assuring that we do not have to wait for the light at the end
of the tunnel!  Even though we may feel as though we are groping in the dark during this pandemic,
we are living in the light!  “For once you were full of darkness, but now you have light from the
Lord.  So live as people of light!” (Ephesians 5:8).  God is the light in the tunnel!  Thanks be to God!

Father, we thank you for being the light in our lives during this very dark time.  Your promise
never to forsake us is such a source of comfort at a time like this.  Help us to live as people of light
so that the world can see through us the hope that only you can provide.  Amen.


