
Reflections by the Lake
Devotions for an Unordinary Time

June 9, 2020
We Are Not Alone

Anna Anderson

Pepper Choplin, who served the Greystone Baptist Church in Raleigh for many years as
minister of music, is a full-time composer, conductor, and humorist.  Pepper has written an anthem
that has gained popularity through the years, but probably even more so in these past few months of
2020.  The anthem is “We Are Not Alone.”  I have sung this anthem and it is really very moving.
I recently spoke with Pepper about this powerful anthem and how he created it.  It is a very simple
text that just basically repeats this thought throughout the entire piece.

We are not alone, God is with us
We are never alone, God is with us now. 

Pepper said that he was challenged to write a piece that had fewer words, because sometimes
only the people singing an anthem can get all the words and their meanings.  The listener may be left
not quite getting it all.  After hearing a country song that had the phrase, "we are not alone in the
world" in it, he thought that would make a good anthem.  He especially wanted choirs to sing it to
remind them that the phrase "we are not alone" is really true.  Repeating the phrase over and over
makes you aware of its ringing truth.  He says it's a universal message that everyone yearns to hear. 

I thought about that in these days of alone-ness. Some of you may know Matt and Michelle
Norman, CBF missionaries in Spain.  They live in an apartment and they have not been able to leave
their home for 10 weeks.  TEN WEEKS.  Not even to go out to exercise.  If you live with others in
your home, that is close family time, really close family time.  But if you live alone, that's an awful
lot of alone time.  We yearn to know that God is with us and will never leave us.  We long to be able
to be certain of that.  Saying it over and over again may make it more believable to us.  But how does
it really become a foundational truth on which our faith is formed? 

One thing that has helped me during these unusual times is to remember.  I have tried to think
about the times in my life before when I have felt alone.  I have remembered the times I have cried
out to God to help me.  I have remembered the times when I couldn't find light in my life anywhere
and have sought God more fervently.  I have remembered the times in my life when God has
answered prayer on the very day when I felt I had lost all hope.  Remembering God's faithfulness is
a profound exercise in gratitude.  It's an underlying foundation upon which my faith can always rely. 

We really are not alone.  God is with us.  Forever and ever, God is with us, no matter what
we face or what we go through or how alone we may feel.  God promises never to leave us or forsake
us.  We can be certain of that, maybe by feeling it deeply, maybe by singing it over and over again,
maybe by reading it in a new way; however God speaks to us in our lives, we can know and be
assured that God is with us. 

The Riverside Choir in Zambia premiered their recording of “We Are Not Alone” just
recently.  A YouTube link of that choir is posted below.  I can't help but think they too may have felt
this message needed to be shared in a new and more urgent way than ever. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4sbEoAZCJo

Prayer – God of life and love and hope and promise, thank you for your faithfulness to us and for the
assurance that nothing can ever separate us from your love.  Amen.


