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We have a lovely sign in our front yard that was made by our Lakeside youth.  I have had
many positive comments from all ages and smiles from those passing by who read the sign.  It is a
little faded now–the butterflies are not quite as vivid in color as they once were.  I have used a
permanent marker to darken the letters again so the message is very clear to read.  The words are
simple and straightforward: Kindness – Love – Be The Church.

Cleaning out a closet recently, a stack of old cards and papers fell out of my hands and
scattered all over the floor.  Naturally, I began reading some of them.  One especially held my
interest.  It might have been an insert in a bulletin by Dr. Lehman and it is not dated.  As our church
has just celebrated a 65 year anniversary, and the challenging time we are living in today, I felt like
this message was appropriate to share.

“WHAT KIND OF CHURCH IS LAKESIDE CHURCH?”
the inquirer asked.

The answer came not in words
of denominational loyalty
or doctrinal correctness.

but in terms of style:
A church that puts an ancient message

in today’s words.
A church that affirms

but also inquires.
A church with a warm heart

and an open mind.
A church more interested in shaping your future

than in judging your past.
A church proud of those who achieve

and generously supportive of those who fail.
A church for those on top of their world

and those barely hanging on.
A church more interested in what you can be

than in what you have been.
A church for those firm in their faith

and those who have not yet found all the answers.
A church of spirited Sunday worship
to prepare for a messy Monday world.

A church of good people
and of people not so good

all God’s children
and receivers of his grace

not yet arrived
but seeking, searching, following.

Did I answer the inquirer correctly? (GL)

Are we answering the challenge?  Kindness–Love–Be the Church.  Thanks be to God.


