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My wife, Carol, and I now live in the house where she grew up.  Her father was a dairyman,
farmer and businessman.  He used two small rooms for his office.  Carol says her dad filled up one
of the rooms with so many records and files that he moved his desk into the adjoining room.  We
decided we would each take a room for our office.  Guess which one I got?

I made room in the records office for a small desk and found space for a few of my books and
files.  Recently, during this time of Covid-19 isolation, I decided to clear out my father-in-law's files. 
It has taken a while and there is still more purging to be done.  I discovered interesting documents
dating back to the 1890's when the house's original owner used the same space for his office.  Then,
there were a host of milk and crop production records from the 1930's, World War II posters from
the 40's, even a campaign button from the 50's which read, “Ike – Dick, They'll Clean House.”  

While all of this was fascinating, what I found most interesting was an old Bible of mine
which was among the books I had not completely unpacked.  It was pretty well marked up with
highlighter and underlining.  On the title page marking the beginning of the New Testament, I had
written an outline of sorts.  At the top of the page I had written the title, “By What Signs Will You
know the Godly Man?”  Then, I recalled the background of why I had written these words.  These
words are the title of chapter 16 of the Bhagavad Gita, one of the Indian holy scriptures.  That
chapter describes the ancient Hindu concept of the godly man.  I remember being impressed that the
description was one with which no serious Christian could take issue.  Nevertheless, the title had
prompted me to search the teachings of Jesus (red letters only) to discover what characteristics Christ
assigned to the Godly person.  Below are the words I recorded.  I offer them to you for your personal
reflection today:

Repenting Giving (cheerfully)
Shining Learning from the Spirit
Loving – God No Worrying 
            – your neighbor Being Born Again  (of the Holy Spirit)
            – your enemy
Forgiving Worshiping in Spirit and Truth
Seeking – Righteousness Judging not
Showing Mercy Seeking - Unity (Oneness)
Having Faith (as a child) Trusting – Believing
Denying Yourself Asking, Seeking, Knocking
Serving Others Abiding
Living from within Being Humble
Making Disciples
Praying

“Man shall not live on bread alone,
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”  Matthew 4:4

“I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” Mark 9:24


