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"I know what I'm doing. I have it all planned out-
plans to take care of you, not abandon you,
plans to give you the future you hope for." 

Jeremiah 29:11, The Message

One of the more daunting tasks in my 31 years of life has been cleaning out our mother's
house.  You truly never know how much one accumulates until you have to clean it ALL out.  I am
grateful I am able to do this with my siblings, their spouses, and my sweet husband.  This task has
provided so many, “Hey, remember this?” Or “Hey, come look at this!”  The stories are plenty, as
are the emotions: tears, laughs, tears while laughing, and so many hugs. 

We decided to start tackling the attic before the notorious North Carolina summer began. 
We all walked up there and we just stopped: It was already hot in the attic and, boy, was there a lot
in it!  We discussed the plan and all got to work. 

There was a box I opened, and it clearly held items from my college days.  I did not have a
“normal” college experience (whatever that really means) as my dad was diagnosed with cancer at
the end of my freshman year.  I would go to class during the week, and every weekend, I'd come
home.  During this time, I began to become angry and lose faith in God.

I was looking through this particular box when I came across a folder which held papers I had
written all over; questions I wanted to ask my parents about my dad's illness, treatment, prognosis,
etc.  I had printed out research information about Cholangiocarcinoma, or bile duct cancer, had taken
notes and underlined sentences.  On the front of the folder were numerous sticky notes, all of which
had Bible verses on them. 

“I know what I am doing. I have it all planned out–plans to take care of you, not abandon
you, plans to give you the future you hope for.” Jeremiah 29:11



There hasn't been a time in my life when I felt more abandoned by God, and here I was,
desperately trying to remind myself that God has His plan for me and that plan is a good plan: He
will take care of me.  I am not sure I believed it then, back in 2009, but I know it now. 

This pandemic is no different.  I know God has His plan and is working it.  I have less worry
than I did earlier in my life.  I know I am taken care of.   I know whatever may happen along my
path,  it is there to help me grow and succeed.  Thankfully God was patient with me and forgiving,
as I took some time to learn this lesson from Him. 

Dear Heavenly Father, Thank you for continuing to wrap your arms around us, especially
now, as You know we are anxious and nervous about the future.  Please continue to be with us
through out this day and the coming weeks.  In Your Name we pray, Amen. 


