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“The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.”

Mark 12:31 

When I sat down to write my first devotion, it was easy to see everything for which I was
thankful.  In the midst of separation and uncertainty I was, and still am, grateful for my family,
friends, and loved ones.  Since I have last written, so much has happened in our world.  I ask myself,
“How does one write about faith in a time like this?”

It is easy to write about faith when there is one uncertainty or sadness or inconvenience in
our lives.  It is quite another to write when it seems that our world is steeped in pain.  Yet, perhaps
this is the best time of all to write about faith, because when things seem to be the worst, that's when
you need faith the most.

I will not use this as a space for political discourse, but I also will not ignore the events of
the past few weeks.  This country is currently experiencing a multitude of crises that have brought
to light more pain and injustice than I thought possible in such a short time frame.  Yet here we are. 
So, in the midst of protests, sickness, and economic and political despair, what does it mean to have
faith?

For me, having faith at a time when so much seems wrong in the world means that I have
faith in humanity and in God's plan.  I recognize that at this juncture there are too many disparities
and wrongs that must be corrected.  I have faith that as a church, as a community, and as a nation,
we will have the strength, understanding, and love that are necessary to overcome such divisive
obstacles.  I have faith that instead of going back to normal, we have the ability and willpower to
create a new normal—a place in which each person is loved and accepted as a child of God
regardless of their identity.  I have faith that there are those older and more powerful than I who will
work to help shape this new normal.  I have faith that this suffering will not go unanswered, but that
it will be a call to action.  Most importantly, I have faith that out of this pain, we will construct a
more equal, just, and beautiful world. That is my faith.

Prayer: O God as we walk these days in a state of uncertainty, help us remember our faith.  Allow
us to recognize the struggles of others and to use our faith as a shield against hatred and injustice. 
Give us the strength of conviction to do our duty as Christians.  Let us walk in the path of your Son
who spent his life teaching us to be kind, to love one another, and to help those who need it most. 
Help us each to do our part in creating a better world.  Amen.


