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Love is Not a Color
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I could write a book about the things that my students said to me during my 43 ½ years as
an educator, but the one that stands out the most is a question that a little kindergartner asked me:
“Mrs. Ellis, are you white?”  I replied, “Yes, what color do you think I am?”  She answered,
“Light-skinned,” which to her was a light shade of black.  “Why?” I asked.  “Because my Ma said
that white people are not nice, but you nice.”  That may be the most complimentary thing that a child
ever said to me!  You see, this child didn't see color.  Her question arose from something that she
had been taught, not something coming from her own heart.  In her eyes, love was not a color.  She
was color-blind.

I grew up with three brothers who were color-blind.  They could not distinguish between red
and green.   I cannot count the times that I found myself going into their closets to help them pick
out a shirt and a pair of matching trousers in order to dress to go out on a date!  You see, their color-
blindness was a handicap.  The color-blindness of the little kindergartner was a blessing.  During
these days of the “Black Lives Matter” movement, skin color has become a topic of everyday
discussion . . . brown skin, black skin, white skin, red skin.  God made them all!  Skin color and
ethnicity are nonissues in the Bible.  God teaches us that there is one human race.

As I reflect on the fact that it is within the greater context of unity that our diversity is found,
I am reminded of the parable of the Good Samaritan.  This story recounts how a traveler from the
area of Samaria assisted another traveler of a conflicting religious and ethnic background, a Jew who
had been beaten and robbed by bandits and left on the side of the road from Jerusalem to Jericho to
die.  The Samaritans were a blend of all kinds of people of various nationalities whom the Assyrians
had resettled in the area.  They were half-Jew and half-Gentile and they were despised by the Jews. 
When the Samaritan encountered the injured man, a Jewish priest and a Levite had already passed
by without stopping to help him.  The Samaritan, on the other hand, showed empathy, compassion,
and care to a person who normally would look down on him and despise him.  The Samaritan didn't
reserve his love for only those of his ethnic group.  I think that this parable is a reminder to always
be prepared and open to helping someone in need, regardless of religion, ethnicity, skin color and,



possibly, even someone who despises you!  In so doing, we follow Jesus' command to love thy
neighbor as thyself.

"From one man, God made every nation of the human race, that they should inhabit the whole earth."
Acts 17:26

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and
with all your mind; and love your neighbor as yourself.” Luke 10:27

“After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb.  They were
wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.” Revelation 7:9

PRAYER FOR RACIAL HEALING:

God of justice, in your wisdom you created all people in your image, without exception. 
Through your goodness, open our eyes to see the dignity, beauty, and worth of every human being. 
Open our minds to understand that all your children are brothers and sisters in the same human
family.  Open our hearts to repent of racist attitudes, behaviors, and speech which demean others. 
Open our ears to hear the cries of those wounded by racial discrimination, and their passionate
appeals for change.  Strengthen our resolve to make amends for past injustices and to right the
wrongs of history.  And fill us with courage that we might seek to heal wounds, build bridges,
forgive and be forgiven, and establish peace and equality for all in our communities.  In Jesus' name
we pray.  Amen.
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